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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A  considerable  degree  of  interest  has  for  some  time  been  excited  in  Europe  re- 
lative to  the  antiquities  and  literature,  the  manners  and  customs,  of  the  Hindoos. 
Accordingly  every  degree  of  intelligence  respecting  them  has  been  received  with 
avidity;  some  of  their  writings  have  been  translated,  dissertations  written,  and., 
where  authentic  intelligence  has  failed,  conjecture  has  attempted  to  satisfy  the 
i  public  mind. 

^  It  is  not,  however,  from  conjecture,  nor  even  from  partial  translations,  that  the 

^  'public  can  derive  satisfactory  information  on  these  subjects.    A  clear  idea  of  the 

f  jeligion  and  literature,  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Hindoos,  can  be  obtain- 

^ed  only  from  a  connected  perusal  of  their  writings.  Under  this  impression^  Sir 
John  Anstbtjther,  the  late  enlightened  President  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  indi- 
cated a  wish  to  the  Society  of  Missionaries  at  Serampore,  that  they  would  un- 
dertake the  work  of  translating  such  of  the  Swngskrit  writings  as  a  Committee, 
formed  from  the  Asiatic  Society  and  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Fort-William, 
should  deem  worthy  of  the  public  notice;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  great  ex- 
pense necessarily  attending  an  undertaking  of  this  nature,  these  learned  bodies 
generously  came  forward  with  a  monthly  indemnification  of  three  hundred  ru- 
pees. In  addition  to  this,  the  late  President  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  anxious  for  the 
advancement  of  Eastern  literature,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  different  learned  insti- 
tutions in  Europe,  soliciting  their  patronage  to  this  undertaking,  a  copy  of  which 
Jetter  we  have  the  honour  to  subjoin : 

^' THE  Asiatic  Society,  and  the  College  of  Fort  William,  being  de- 
^'  sirous  of  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  Literature  of  India,  and,  at  the  same 
'^  time,  of  disclosing  to  the  Learned  in  Europe  the  stores  which  lie  hid  in  the  Anci- 
^'  ent  Languages  of  India,  have  accepted  a  proposal  which  has  been  made  to  them 
''  by  the  Brethren  of  the  Mission  at  Serampore,  of  translating  successively  the  prin- 
cipal works  to  be  found  in  the  S»ngskrit  Language,  particularly  those  held  sa- 
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'^  cred  by  the  Hindots^  or  those  which  may  be  most  iliustrative  of  their  IJanners^ 
''  their  Histoiy^  or  their  I^eligion,  including  also  the  principal  works  of  Science. 

^ ''  It  is  proposed  to  print  the  works  in  the  Original  Sungtkrit^  accompamed  by  a. 
''  Translation  as  nearly  literal  as  the  geniu9of  the  tiro  langaages  will  admit.  Th« 
''  advantage  of  such  a  plan,  both  as  it  tends  to  preserve  the  works  of  the  learned  of 
''  ancient  India  from  perishing,  and  as  it  tends  to  open  Indian  Science,  Antiquity, 
^'  and  Religion  to  the  Learned  in.Europe,  in  the  mode  the  best  calculated  to  enable 
''  them  to  appreciate  their  value,  are  sufficiently  obvious.  It  is  equally  obvious, 
''  however,  thi^t  such  a  work  canpot  be  undertaken  by  an  individual  with  any  hope 
^'  of  completing  it,  and  still  li^ss  with  any  hope  of  emolument..  The  College,  of 
''  Fort  William,  and  the  Asiatic  Society,  have  been  fortunate  in  finding  a  body  of 
"  men  not  only  willing  to  undertake,  but  qualified  to  perform  the  work,  ,\f  ith  a  de- 
"  grce  of  vigour  and  permaneucy  not  to  be  hoped  for  from  individual  exertion^. 

"  The  expence,  however,  of  this  undertaking,  advantageous  as  it  is  for  the  im* 
*'  provement  of  Oriental  Literature,  must  greatly  exceed  any  probable  chance  oF 
"  profit;  without  public  aid.it  could  not  be  carried  on.    The  Asiatic  Society,  and 
'^  the  College  of.  Fort-Williai^  have  thyefore  agreed  to  allow  the  Missionaries- 
''  three  hundred  rupees  per  month,  in  aid  of  the  subscription  they  may  probably 
''  receive  from  public  Bodies,  and  the  Learned  in  Europe. 

"  I  am  desired  by  the  Asiatic  Society,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  Presi— 
"  dent,  and  by  the  College  of  Fort-William,  to  request  your  patronage  to  the  un«- 
''  dertaking.  The  w.ork^  to  be  printi^d  and  translated  are  to  be  selected  by  a  Joint* 
'<  Committee  chosen. from  the  Asiatic  Society  and  the  College  Council,  and  the 
'<  subscription  is  only,  expected  to  continue  till  the  publication  of  oue  work^  to  be 
'^  renewed  ox  not  at  the  option  of  the  subscriber.    IJbave  the  Iionor  to  enclose  a . 
''  copy  of  the  Proposals,  and  to  request  you  to  lay  them  before  the  Learned  Body. 
''•QYP(;w4iich  you  preside,  with  the  hope  that  it  will  be  honoured  with  their  patro- 
''  nage  and  snbscriptionaV  • 

The  Gentlemen  who  compose  the  Committee,  appointed  to  decide  on  suehv 
works  as  may  appear  to  deserve  the  public  notice,  ,and  who,  from  their  profound 
insight  in^  Indian  literature,  are  well  qualified  to  make  the  decision,  have  made, 
choice  of  the  Ramayiinn  of  Valmeeki  to  be  the  fint  in  the  series  of  translations 
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from  the,St(ngskrit.  The  reverence  in  which  it  is  held^  the.  exteht  of  country 
through  which  it  is  circulated^  and  the  interesting  yiew  which  it  exhibits  of 
the  religion^  the  doctrines^  the  mythology,  the  current  ideas,  and  the  manners 
and  customs  of  the  Hindoos,  combine  to  justify  their  selection. 

The  Translators  have  only  to  observe,  that  a  strict  conformity  to  the  original 
has  been  the  object  constantly  kept  in  view.  To  this  has  been  sacrificed,  not  only 
elegance  of  expression,  but  in  some  places  perspicuity.  A  free  Translation  would 
have  been  an  easier  task;  but  esteeming  It  their  duty  to  lay  before  the  public,  not 
merely  the  story  and  machinery,  but  the  imagery,  the  sentiment,  and  the  very  idi- 
om of  the  poem,  they  have  attempted  this  as  far  as  the  difference  between  the  two 
languages  would  permit.  And  they  trust  a  eandid  Public  will  excuse  every  defect 
of  phraseology,  when  it  is  understood  that  the  object  has  been  to  present  the  ori- 
ginal poem  in  its  native  simplicity. 
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Page.    Line. 

7  /•  r  suffering,  read  suffers. 

11  aft^r  SoomcTOOy  leave  out  the  comma. 

16     4    /or  your,  read  thy.     This  the  reader  is  desired  to  correct  as  often 

as  he  find  it,  which  will  be  several  times  in  the  first  part  of  the 

volume. 
t6  after  anger;  deh  (against  Ravuna.} 

18  nott^/or  eight,  read  five, 
SX     3    for  crushed,  read  crushing. 

29     4    /or  respectful  by  honours,  r^^^  respectfully  honoured; 
35  for  and,  readhe^ 

35  /o^  Valmiktf,  here  and  wherever  it  occurs,  read  Valmeckli. 

88  note,  instead  o/for  to  sit  upon,  read  for  a  seatf  Scc^ 

89  note  jf/or  Gloerata,  read  Glomerata* 
109     1    /or  they,  read  these  courtiers. 
Ill  /or  countries,  read  courtiers. 
116     6    /or  this,  read  this  determination;. 

126     4    /or  To  gain  a  sight  of  the  wise  son  of  the  sage  they  remained; 

read  they  y  to  gain  a  sight  of  the  sage's  son,  remained. 
137     7     after  himself  attending  him,  read  that  he  might  fed  no  incon- 
venience^ 
162     2    /or  commenced,  read  began.. 
i^5     *    /^^  songs,  read  numbers. 
174     9     i^/ore  Uptoryamj,  insert  the.      ^ 
177     7    /or  bowed,  read  did. 
182     4   /or  bom,  read  borne*. 
189     8    /or  ways  read  way,. 
194     8   /or  vessels,  read  vessel* 
200    7 ,  change  the  period  for  a  comma;  and^crase  the  succeeding  capital. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1 

ERRATA. 


Page.    Line. 

211     4    for  and,  rtai  who* 

228     2    Jor  from,  rtai  in. 

231     1    Jor  filled  the  earth  with,  rtai  was  the  earth  filled  together  with. 

4    Jor  in,  r^fld  hy  them, 
1238     6    y^r  any,  read  my. 
253     8    Jor  gave,  r^/jd  were  formerly  given. 
296     9     ^^r  weapons,  rtai  Receive,  O  Ram^,  the  weapons. 
309     3    Jor  subduer,  rtai  subduers. 
328     5     ojttr  our  father,  rtai  is  our  lord^ 
33-5     8    Jor  on^  rtai  and. 
346     4    Jor  I  want,  rtai  we  wish. 
369     3    Jor  dark,  r^^rf  deep. 
383     7     rf<?/e  for. 
417  11     place  a  period  after  universe,  and  a  comma  after  name,  changmg 

the  succeeding  capital. 
434  note  t.Jor  in,  rtai  are. 
466     3,    Jor  studs,  rtai  steeds. 

471  note  Sjor  notion,  rtai  nation, 

472  5    /or  a  gold,  reai  goldei>. 
493     7    Jor  at,  rffli  of. 

5O6  5  Jor  Paka  shazunas,  rtai  Pak^-shasuna. 

546  1  afttr  upon  which,  reai  Vtshala.. 

563  4  ybr  attendance,  r^flrf  attendants.. 

556  6  j^r  the  people,  rtad_dH^ 

573  3  /or  among,  rtai  chief. 

587  2  /?r  every  one,  rtad  all. 
52  note  7,  Jor  are,  r^^d  is.. 
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TRANSLATION. 

1  salute  RktiKT,  the  beautiful,  the  elder  brother  o£;Li4$hi]iiftki,  the  illiu. 
trious  Rughoo,^  the  husband  of  Seeta,  the  descendant  of  KiAiootstha,  fall 
of  clemency,  a  sea  of  excellencies,  the  friend  of  Biahmaos,  the  virtuous  one, 
the  sovereign,  devoted  to  truth*  the  son  of  Dushamth^^  him  whose  body 


1  *The  illustrious  Rirghoo/     Rvghoo  was  one  of  the  progenitors  of  itattur*     Ranur  is  liefe 

termed  Rifghoo,  as  being  the  most  illustrious  of  the  family. 
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is  blue,i  the  benign,  the  delight  of  the  universe,  the  glory  of  Rttghoo's  race,^ 
Rtfghwa,*  the  enemy  of  RsiVtaia. 

Victory  to  Ram<i,  the  glory  of  Rttghoa's  race,  the  increaser  of  Kousttt- 
ya's  ^  happiness,  the  destroyer  of  the  ten«headed  ;^  to  Dashjruthi^,^  whose  eye 
is  like  the  water  lily. 

I  salute  Vahneeki/  the  kokila,^  who,  mounted  on  the  branch  of  poesy^ 
sounds  the  delightful  note  Rama,  Rama,  Ramtf •      Salutation  to  the  lord  of 

1  'Him  whose  bod/  is  blue\     The  original  word  u  ^Bhyamvlii,'  which  signifies  a  deep  bloe* 
The  images  of  Rama  are  generally  painted  blue. 

t  <The  glory  of  Ri/ghoo'B  race/  The  origbal  word  *  tilukd'  dttiotes  the  mark  which  the 
Hindoos  make  on  their  foreheads  in  honour  of  their  deity^  The  ttlifka  is  varied  according  to 
the  deity  worshipped. 

3  '  Ra^^icva'  is  a  patronymic  formed  from  Bugboa,  and  one  of  Rama's  proper  names. 
.    4  *KoaSlya,' the  mother  of  Rama. 

5  'Ten-headed/  one  of  Ravtma's  names. 

«  *  Doshtf rwtba/  another  patronymic,  formed  from  Dmha-nftho. 

r  « Valmeekr  is  the  author  of  the  poem. 

^  The  Indian  cuckow. 
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the  Moonis,  the  blessed,  the  Twpushee,^  the  abode  of  all  knowledge.      To  this 
Valmeekt  salutation. 

Valmeeki,  the  chief  of  the  Moonis,  devoted  to  sacred  austerities  and  the 
perusal  of  the  Vedtf,  the  incessant  Tiipushee,  pre*eminent  among  the  leamr 
ed^  earnestly  inquired  of  Narsd^z,  Who  in  the  universe  is  transcendent  in 
excellence,  versed  in  all  the  duties  of  life^  grateful,  attached  to  truth,  stea^ 
in  his  course,  exuberant  in  virtues,  delighting  in  the  good  of  all  beings  ? 
Who  is  heroic,  eloquent,  lov^y,  of  subdued  anger,  truly  great  ?     Who  is 

1  <The  Tufudkce/  one  who  piuctices  reli^oos  austerities. 

A  a 
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ftrl^v^  "JRIR^IG^  ^I^W^^^T  ^'l^TOf:  t   . 

^TOKT  ^ftift  ^^11^:  ^M^  riPsidi  itt  I 

patient,  free  from  malice,  at  whose  excited  wrath  the  gods  tremble  ?  Who 
is  great,  mighty  in  preserving  the  three  worlds?^  Who  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  men?  The  oceaq  of  viituc  and  wealth  ?  In  whom  has  Luksh« 
mee,  the  complete,  the  beautiful,  chosen  her  abode  ?  Who  is  the  equal 
pf  Unila^*  Umiia^  Soorya^  Indoo,^  Shukra^^  and  Oopcndra  ?^  From  you, 
O  Naruda,  I  would  hear  this.     You  are  able,    O  divine  Sage,  to  describe 


1  <The  three  worlds:*  Sw»rg0»  heaven;  Mfrrtya,  the  earth,  aod  Patala,  the  world  of  serpents 
^r  hydtM*      These  tiiree  tenns  include  the  universe  accorduig  to  the  Hindoos, 

*  Ptiwnc,  the  god  of  thp  winds. 
9  C/gm'x  the  god  of  fire. 

*  The  ton*  or  rather  the  d«v«  ufao  presides  oyer  tt» 
6  Chundrtf^  the  moon. 

<  Indra  the  god  who  presides  over  the  heavens  and  the  seasions* 
'  VAha^«  « 
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"wf^^fqt  %5  ^^r  5Jrc^  7ii^?f ;  I.  *• 

• 

the  man.  Nanidtf,  acquainted  with  the  present^  the  past,  and  the  future, 
hearing  the  words  of  Valmeeke,  replied  to  the  sage:  Attend:  the  numerous 
and  rare  qualities  enumerated  by  you,  can  with  difficulty  be  found  through- 
out  the  three  worlds;  not  even  among  the  Devtas  have  I  seen  any  one 
possessed  of  all  these*  Hear :  he  who  possesses  these,  and  virtues  far  be* 
yond,  a  fuH-orbed  moon,  a  mine  of  excellence,  is  of /shwakoa's  nee,  and 
named  Ranut;  of  regulated  noind,  temperate,  magnanimous,  patient,  illus- 
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trious,  self-subdued,  wise,  eminent  in  royal  duties,  eloquent,  fortunate, 
fatal  to  his  foes^  of  ample  shoulders,  brawny  arms,  with  neck  shell-formed, 
and  rising  cheeks,  eminent  in  archery,  of  mighty  energy,  subduing  his  ene- 
^  mies,  with  arms  extending  to  the  knee,  manly,  of  fine-formed  head  and  open 
front,  of  mighty  prowess,  whose  body  is  exact  in  symmetry,  of  hyacinthine 
hue,  who  is  full  of  courage,  with  eyts  elongated,  his  chest  circular  and  full, 
who  is  fortunate,  imprinted  with  auspicious  marks,  versed  in  the  duties  of 
life,  philanthropic,  steadily  pursuing  rectitude,  sapient,  pure  and  humble, 
contemplative,  equal  to  Pnyapttti',^  illustrious,  supporting  the  world,  sub- 
duing his  passions,    the  helper  of  all,  the  protector  of  virtue,  skilled  in  the 

1  Bruhmu. 
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Vedas-and  Vtdangas^  deep  in  all  the  Shastr^ts,  strong,  acquainted  with  the 

•r 

secrets  of  nature,  practising  every  duty,  penetrating,  amiable  to  all,  upright, 
ample  in  knowledge,  of  noble  mind,  ever  attended  by  the  good  as  the  ocean 
by  the  rivers,  the  companion  of  truth,  social,  the  only  lovely  one,  Ram^, 
the  seat  of  every  virtue,  the  increaser  of  Koushidya's  joy,  profound  Hke 
the  deep,  immoveable  as  H^mialoyiz,  heroic  as  Vishnoo,  grateful  to  the  sight 
as  the  fiill-orbed  moon,  in  anger  dreadiful  as  the  conflagration,  in  patience 

1  *  In  patience/  kc»  The  earth  vbidi  permits  itself  to  be  ploughed  up,  harrowed,  its 
bowels  to  be  torn  open,  and  suffering  every  kind  of  indignitf|  is  often  aUudcd  to  by  the  Hin- 
doo writers  as  aa  example  of  patieoee* 
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like  the  gentle  earth,  generous  as  Dhanudez^i  in  verity  ever  unequalled.    By 

'  •  '  *  ..t 

these  his  raatchl^ss,  virtues  he  conferred  felicity  on  his  subjects,  and  therefore 
is, he  known  by  the  name  R^m^. 

ThisRaujtf,  all  accomplished,  puissant,  the  first  bom,  possessed  of  peer- 
less excellence,  devQted,tp  the  welfare  of  the  people,  did  the  magnanimous 
Dz^sh^ruthflf,  .granting  the  desires  of  his  subjects,  wish  to  unite  with  him- 
self in  the  regal  state.  The  daughter  of  Kckuya  beheld  the  preparations  for 
his  instalment,  and,  claiming  the  double  promise  formerly  made,  required 
the  exile  of  Rama,  and  the  instalment  of  Bhwrwt^.  Dttsharuther,  •  held, 
^through  his  promise,  by  the  ties  of  honour,  ^eot.h^, beloved  son  Ranui- 

1  Dbanvda,  one  of  the  names  of  Kooveraj  the  god  of  riches. 
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ixxto  exile.       ^o  preserve  inviolate  the  promise  made  through  affection  tt> 

•      - 

Kckuy^,  the  hero,  at  his  father's  command,  departed  into  the  forest* 


•  'He'dej^artihglfll^  exile,  the  wise,  heroic  Ltiksmtm^,  his  y^mngcr  brother, 
Aaoiq^  affection  accompafciej  him^  His  bdoved  spouse,  always  dear  as  his 
«tm  soul,  &e^V%fefaaa  Se6»i  4i  jMtdus^s  ta^e,  farmed  by  the  illusion  of  the 
devdr,'  kftdMti'  ^dorMdwkb  etery^  charm,  obedient  to  her  lord,  followed 
iiftr  iiito  exile^    Ridudd*  With  beatrty,  youths  ffwoflhess,  goodjACSs,  imd  pcu* 
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dencc,  she  was  inseparably  attendant  on  her  lord,  as  the  lighf  on  the  moon, 
Accoropanied  far  by  the  people,  and  his  sjre  Dush^ha,  hp  dismissed,  the 
charioteer  at  ShnngMvera  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges.  Here  he  met  with  the 
.  .  bdovcd  Gooha,  thfi  virtuous  ki»g  of  tljc  ChwndalM  j  a<;compamBd  bjr  whom, 
Ramo,  with  LdcshmJioa,  and  Seeta,  pastbg  dieadlid  forests,  lake»i  aad 
rivers,  went  to  the  mountain  CiMtrakooM  at  tl»  conmBwd.of;  Bh«r«dw^ 
Rama,  with  Lifchnrnna,  erecting  apleawnt  b«««r.  fwidedthew.wiA,  Se^, 
'  dothcd  wisb  skifts.      Chitt»kobt«  wa»  «r«iiated>y  the*  three  personage^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


sxet.iO  Tirt:*  RAMAYWJU.  il 


«iSMnKT»o,'uimdiatedBySfaree,  Vtshrtfvima,  aadShutkuta.  After  Ram4 
was  gone  to  ChittdaotMf  Didbonitha,  the  king,  overwhelmed  with  gtief, 
departed  to  heaven,  tamentifig  his  son. 

;•  Bhtmibt,  Hearing  ^  the  exile  of  Raaut,  and  his  father's  death,  returned  from 
ftts  maternal  uncle's,  greatly  lamenting.  Although  Ramfl  was  gone  to  Chit- 
A&ooUi.  the  fembus  Bh»ret«,  when  intrcatedby  V«sht8hth«,  the  twice-bom, 
Reared  not  the  kingdom.  .This  virtuous  one/invited  to  fill  dK  throne  of  his 
tleccasedpaient,  rejected  every  aoibitious -thought  and  went  to  sedc  Ramff. 

B»  . 
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The  fixcelknt.fihiofvttfi  bcaeediiog,  thuft  addressed  Raiiui»  '' 7I)oa  fr^ait 
piofound  in  the  rules  of  justice,,  thou  art  Jung."  T|ie  gfiicmus,  bcauti&I,  w>^ 
nowned,  and  mighty  Ranw,  on  accouptpf  his£Mher'^«n»^^  wouklj^ 
accept  the  iis^dom ;  but  pr^smting-his^im  laiidai/  Uhltbunltai he,-  tliedldest 
brother,  repeatedly^  c^^mmanded  him  to  letuTEU  3humt9>  :¥99ble  to  oblaiil 
his  wish,  jp^ceived  the  jw4als,  >  9&d  governed  the  .kingdoQi.at  the  t^vm  of 
Kttnd/,  earnestly  longings  for  the  letum  of  Ram^ •  Ramtf,  greatly  fieanag 
that  the '  people,  Ska&  of  the  ctty  and  of  the  whole  cowAry,  ivoyld  nttxm 
again,  left  that  mountain,  and  went  into  the  forest  Dunduka. 

r.This  was  In  answer  to  Bhvrvta's  reqoest ;  as  if  he  had  said,  **  Go  and  rale  the  klcgdom^  re* 
ceiving  my  sandals  An  my  stead.** 
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There  lie  killed  the  Ruksusa  Vtradh^,  and  met  mth  the  sages  Shztn^-* 
"bhaftngtf,  and  ^0(^theekshn«,  and  ITgttstya^  with  his  brother ;  and  at  the  com* 
nia&d.df ITgi^jftf,   zece^^  the  scimitar,   and  the  two 

qutv^s  filkd  with  sippf  rishable  arro^s.^  This  greatly  beloved  one,  then  taking 
Icas^.^fthegr^^ages  Shifnibhsmg^  andC^gustydi,  and  bowing  even  to  the 
feet  clothe  yutu^us  £r|u^ooya«'  departed^  .aiid  at  length  fixed  his  residence  in 
t^e  coiuit^  Punchi(yi£t«e. 

^Tolvtm.dwdUng  with.  die.  sy^^  i^ihabit^nts,  did  the  holy  sages  resort, 
•through  fear  of  the  Rtdcshi^cs,  able  to  yaty  their  form  at  their  wish ;   even  to 

^ « IoperishaUe«*  Literall/^  arrows  which  having  done  their  office  would  of  themselves  return 
to  his  quiver  again. 

*  Unusooya,  the  wife  of  Uguttya^ 
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Ksana;  whose  eje  resembles  the  petal  of  the  water-lily,  who  is  the  asylum 
of  the  destitute^  who,  active  as  Indrtf^  wields  the  dart,  the  sciimter,  and  the 
unerring  bow.  From  these  sages,  residing  in  the  forest  DimdtdCff,  whose  bodies 
.  in  lustre  equalled  the  fire/  d^d  Ramtf  hear  respecting  the  deeds  of  the  Riii:«> 
sht^es,  and  by  him  was  their  destruction  then  decreed.  By  Ranuiand  his  biXH 
tfaer,  was  Soorpiinukha,  the  various-fbrm-assuming  Rukshtisee,  dwelling  in  Jv* 
nasthantf,  completely  disfigured.  After  this,  all  the  Rokshtfses,  who,  at  the  word 
of  Soorp^ni^kha,  came  with  Khuru  and  Doosht^nei  and  Trrshir^  at  their  head^ 
an  army  of  fourteen  thousand,  were  destroyed  by  Rama  alone.  Hearing  of  this 
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sUughter  <A  lusldnsineii,  the  mighty  hero  RaTuna,  the  king  of  the  Rukshuses, 
fiined  throughout  the  three  worlds^  tarious-form-a^sufuiqg,  transported  with. 
«iq;er^  took  lyich  him  the  Rtd^^htis  Mal^edh^^ .  by  ^hom  he-  had  been  often, 
admonished^.  <<  The  quarrel  with*  t!his  mighty  oiie  is  beyond  your  strengdu*^ 
Ravun/K  however,  disregarding  his  ad^ice>  and  harried  <m  by  his  fate,  went 
with  Maveedb^  to  the  abode  of  Rama*  Raitiff  bein^  dmwn  to  a  great  distance 
by  the  inoaifv^^forinr^iisttming  Mareechtf,  Ra^iA»f ,  enterihg  within  the  inclo« 
Wfie^  carried  off  SeAa,  the  w%  of  Ram^ ,  in  beauty  equalling  a  daughter  of  the 
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gods ;  and  on  his  journey  wounded  Jutayooshtf .  Ramtf  >  having  IdUed  Mitreech^, 
returned,  full  of  anxiety;  and,  seeing  his  habitation  empty,  he  with  LufcshmtmJr 
made  great  lamentsftion. '  .  Wandering  to  and  fio  in  the  wfldemess,  he  flMSt 
•  with  ]tU9yoosiia,  by  whoseadvice  he  turned  towards  the  souths  Hese  hr  agaia 
saw  Ktibundba,  the  mighty  son  of  Duaoa^  and  havibg  with  great  anger  (against  . 
Ravuntf)  slain  the  terrific  Kubtmdlui  outright^,  h^hvnit  him  with  wood;  who 
upon  this  assumed  a  divine  ioim^  and  told  him  of  the  female  devotee  Shtiv»r^& 
At  the  word  of  Jz^aycasha  the  illustrious  deacendaobt  of  Rugboo  depaiftiiif^ 
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Rama  the  sinless,  t&e  renoM^netf^  the  cohqueror  of  his  foes,  went  with  Luksh« 
puma  tQ  this  devot^Ci  eminent  in  holiness.  The  son  ot  Dushtf .ru tha  having  been 
leceived  with  peculiar  respect  by  the  devotee^  on  the  banks  of  the  Ptanpa  met 
with  the  monkey  Himoaman^  and  through  his  advice  had  an  interview  with 
Sotfgreeya*  The  mighty  Ranui  told  him  the  whole  of  his  story.  The  friendly 
Scagreevtf,  having  heard  the  words  of  the  magnanimous  Rama,  engaged  with 
him  in  a  solemn  friendship,  witnessed  by  the  fire.  He  then,  with  much 
distress,  related  to  Rama  his  mighty  Quarrel  with  the  king  of  the  monkeys  j  and 

^       C 
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acquainted  him  with  the  prowess  of  Vali.  Rama  then  vowed  tlic  death  of 
VaU\  Saogreevtf,  recollecting  VaU's  great  prowess,  began  to  Year  for  the 
descendant  of  Kughoo,  and  shewed  him  the  body  of  Doohdoohhi,^  in  size 
equal  to  a  mountain.  The  mighty  .Rama,  smiling,  with  one  stroke  of  his 
foot,  kicked  the  carcase  a  hundred  yozunas;^  and  ^discharged  a  powerful 
arrow,  which,  to  the  astonishment  of  Sc^ogreeya^  pierced  seven  palmyra  trees, 
and,  cleaving  the  mountain,  penetrated  even  to  Patolir,  At  this  exploit  the 
affection  of  Soogvctva  w  as  drawn  towards  Rama,  and  he  was  filled  with  joy* 
1  A  yczuna  is  about  eight  miles. 
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The  valiant  ^Rairi^  shaving  (contacted  a  fimx^^  friendship  5vtth  jj:^.  king  of  the 
monkeys,  a  mutual  confidence  was  thus  created.^  .  ;TM  chM«r9^5^9^keys 
and  of  men  Rama  and*  Soogrteva  having  fixed  a  time  (f6r  the  recovery  of 

Seeta)  entered  the  cave  of  Kiskindhya.     There  the  mi^ty^a]>e  roared  like 

• 

thunder.  At  thi»  terrible  sound,  VahV  the  Lord  of  the  mgnki^s^  came  forth. 
'Having  comforted  Tara,  he  went  out  to  ineec  Soogreeva,  and  was. there  slain 
\hy  one  arrow  oiKi^huf  a'i.      The  dcscendatit  of  Rughbsoa  having  slain  Valf 

•       .    •     ^.'  ■''.      Cfe  1  •  '  . .  >J 
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in  battfe,   ift^stated  Soogrecira  in  thdt  kingdom;  whd,  at  the  command  of 
;  Ramri,  entered  Kislcindh/tf • 

Having  retnained  lliere  during  the  four  months  of  rain»  at  'the  appointed 
time,  SoogreeriT^  desirous  of  finding  die  daughter  of  Jtcntdoi,  called  all  the 
monkeys  togediisar,  and  sent  them  out  tovaids  the  ^gbt  sidest  of  the  earth. 
After  this,  the'^moidcejr  HwfdomMrh/^  the  directionof  die  vulture.  Szonpati, 
leaphig  over  t&e  habiutida*  -of  dic^sea«nionsteri|'.a  huadred  yoz2aia5.wide« 
arrived  at  L»nka,  the  city  protected  by  Ramna,  and  saw  Seeta  pensively  me- 
ditating in  the  garden  UAxAjf.  He  there  delivered  to  her  a  token  from  Ramtf, 
and  acquainted  her  with  the  situation  of  her  lord.   Having  received  from  her  a 

1  The  Hiiidoot  reckoa  e^t  dfar^f  or  rilci» 
t  The  sea. 
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token  in  return,  he  slew  n?any  of  the  Rzfkshuscs.  After  killing,  the  seven  «Dns 
of  the  counsellor,!  the  five  great  captains,  and  Jumbho^^malcc  the  Jon  of  Prtu 
hu&ta,  and  crushed  Uksim  theking^'s  son  (under  his  feet,)  he  at  length  wScml 
himself  to  be  taken.  Mounting  aloft  he  liberated  himself  from  the  entai^« 
ling  weapon,  but  acknowledging  the  power  of  the  blessings  given  bjr  Bruhmd ; 
he  endured  of  his  own  will  the  pains  inflicted  by  the  Rd^slwses.  Afterwarda 
the  mighty  monkey  having  burnt  the  whole  of  Lmka,  except  the  abode  of  the 
Mmlean  Seeto,  vetumedto  Rama  with  his  welcome  intelligence.  Coming 
into  Che  prnence  of  the  magnanimous  Ranui,  he,  perfonning  the  customary 
obeisance,  informed  htm,  that  he  had  certainly  seen  Seeta.       Afterwards 

t  RanoM^s  eoaastUor. 

*  ^Blesiiag/       Bndmw  kad  giTca  to  laJrajiM  a  weapon,  bjr  wkidi  tftty  one  oa  wkoM  it 
was  thmwDf  was  eatanglcd  to  conpleul/  that  he  could  not  eKspe. 
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Ram'tf/  accompanied  by  S(?agreeva,  went  to  Sumudxa,^  and  with  Kis  arrowy 

bright  as  the  sun,  put  him  in  fear,  Sumoodra,  the  lord  of  the  rivers  rendered 
"himself  visibfe  ;  and,  by  his  direction,  Nula  made  a  bridge  (over  the  sea). 
Ram^r  by  means  of  this  bridge  passing  over  to  Lunka,  killed  Ravuna  in  bat- 
de,  and  mstalled  Vtbheeshun^  in  the  kingdom. 

On  that  great  event,  Indr^z  and  all  the  other  devut^s,  with  the  divine  Rfshts^ 

*\  U.  •  '  ^Jl  ;  '    :•       .^ J    ,•■•;:•.    .         .7.        {.\   . 

highly  delighted,  adored  the  descendant  of  Ru^hoo.      After  this,  Rama  filled 

with  high  satisfaction,   and  adored  by  all  theMevutJs,  spake  reproachfully  to 

Sccta  m  the  midst  of  the  assembly.     Seeta,  indignant,  entered  tfie  glowing 
V.  i-.A         .•  •        •:•    <  \  K  ..:.:.   .     .1  c      ♦     •    ,t    '';  .    '  .'    .  • 

^  The  mythological  name  of  the  sea. 
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fire;,  upbn*  -wMcIv  jV ay(»i^  f ^^ft^d  all .  tis  fprct ;  a  ^  voice  was ^  beards  fro9> 
the-  incorporeal  beings,-  Xhc  Doondoohhis.he^vx  to  sound  in  the ^ air,  and  a 
sho.wer  of  flowers  fell* 


•;^.^  T   -.    f 


.  -  After this^  Ram^,  knowing  by  the  word  of  Ugni,  that  Scet^  was  pure  and. 

-'•'/•  '        ..         :    o-  -^-  1  ,^no  :.i:.  ■  :.        ^,.'  -.  r  "^ 

inviolate,  received  her  again  through  the  advjce  of  his  goorooj  Then  Rama, 
full  of  joy,  dismissed  all  his  anxiety,  and  having  received  a  blessing  from  the 
gods,  and  assembled  the  monkeys,  hfei'^uhDunded  by  fiis  friends,  returned  to 
t7yodhyvz,  in  the  chariot  Fooshipa.  When  he  arrived  at  the  rctfeat  of  Bhu- 
rwdwa/a,  the  mighty  hero  sent  Ht;nc?oman;to  Bhurwta,  and  ^conversing  about 

*  In  mythology  the  wind. 

^  A  parent,  a  religious  guide,  or  a  tcachcr.of  any  kind  is  called  a  ^ioroo.  ^ 
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their  former  engagements,  he  with  SMgrcevtf  mbuhted  die  chario«'P^sbp^ 
and  arrived  at  the  town  of  Nimdt.  Here  Raghtnra,  with  his  brothert, 
cut  offhts  ji<t«,'  and  arriving  at  l/yodhya  he  resumed  the  kingdom.  The 
*  happy,  fortunate  one,  having  destroyed  the  enemy  of  men,  honoufed  (the 
gods)  hy  various  sacrifices,  and  gave  himself  up  to  enjoyment  with  Stetn; 

The  sovereign  of  l/yodhya,  the  happy  son  of  Dttsha-mdut,  nourished  (his) 
subjects  after  the  manner  of  his  great  father.  The  people  were  joy&iI| 
delighted,  satisfied,  thriving,  virtuous,  free  from  all  sickness,  from  sorrowi 
fiunine  and  danger;  no  one  saw  the  death  of  his  child  ^;  the  women  were 


1  His  matted  hair,  the  token  of  a  religious  devotee. 
<  The  children  oat-lived  the  parenu* 
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never  reduced  to  a  state  of  widowhood,  but  were  affectionately  devoted  to 
the  service  of  their  husbands ;  there  was  no  fear  from  the  winds,  na  one  perish- 
ed by  the  waters,  nor  was  there  cause  of  fear  from  fire :  every  thing  exactly 
resembled  the  Sutya  Yooga.  There  were  no  apprehensions  of  hunger,  no  fear 
pf  thieves ;  the  cities  and  villages  were  filled,  with  com  and  riches.-  In  his 
country  was  there  no  one  deaf,  no  one  fo^rlom,  ho  one  ignorant;  none  dis- 
tressed, no  miser,  nor  any  otie  diseased;  He,  havifig  performed  a  hundred 
ifshwa-medhas,  and  given  much  gold,  willi  aUbgivemany^bondnsdfhousaiid 
cows  (to  the  brahmans):     this  renowned  son  of  R«|^o:wiU'establish  the 

1  Here  the  tense  changes  to  the  future,  the  remaining  part  of  this  paragraph  being  by  th» 
Hindoos  esteemed  a  prophecy  of  Rama's  future  actions* 
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different  branches  of  the  regal  family  in  splendor  a  hundred  times  greater 
than  they  possessed  before,  RaghiA'^j  will  reign  for  many  ycais,  and  establish 
the  four  casts  on  the  earth  in  all  their  distinct  and  peculiar  duties ;  and, 
,     having  governed  the  world  for  eleven  thousand  years,  he  will  go  to  the  world 
of  Vishru>i>.        Prosperous,  great  in  governing,  and  endowed   with   every 
excellence,  Ranur,  O  VaUnikee,  is  possessed  of  all  those  qualities  concerning 
.  which  you  enquire,     Valnukee^  hearing  these  words  of  Nan^du,  relied,  O 
.divine  Sage,  ihen  have  all  these  qualities  mentioned  by  you,  and  scarcely  ta 
.be  found  among  men^  indeed  take;n  up  their  xeudence  in  Rama  ? 
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This  relation  imparts  life,  and  fame,  and  strength,  to  those  who  hear  itr« 
Whoever  reads  the  story  of  Ram^  will  be  delivered  from  all  sin.  He 
who  constantly  peruses  this  section,  in  the  bearing  and  repctitkwi  of 
which  consists  holiness,  shall,  together  with  his  whole  progeny,  be  forever 
delivered  from  all  pain,  distress,  and  sdrrow.  He  who  in  faith  reads  this  (sec- 
tion) amidst  a  circle  of  wise  man,^  will  thereby  obtain  the  fruit  which  arises 
from  perusing  the  whole  Ramayun^^  secure  to  himself  the  blessings  c<%EUiect<- 
ed  with  all  the  states  of  men,*  and  dying,  be  absorbed  into  the  Deity. 
A  brahman  reading  this,  becomes  mighty  in  learning  and  eloquence.  The 
descendant  of  a  Kshutriya  reading  it  will  become  a  monarch ;    a  Vishy^ 

1  This  is  one  moie  in  which,  with  mach  solemnity^  the  Ramaytcna  is  constantly  read. 
^  Asimas  or  states*  of  which  the  Hindoos  reckon  four. 
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reading,  will  obtain  a  most  prosperous  degree  of  trade,  and  a  Shoodra  hear- 
ing^ it,  will  become  great. 

'  -Thus  far  t^e  first  section  in  the  first  book  of  the  sage^wvitten  Ramaj^tm^, 
cktled  "  the  wi^rds  of  Nantd^ « '* 

1  A  Shdodra  is  not  permitted  to  read  it  !* 
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SECT.    IL 

THE  eloquent  and  wise  Valmikee,  with  his  disciples,  hearing  these  words 
of  N^xuda,  was  filled  with  surprize,  and  with  his  mind  adored  Rama.  He 
then,  together  with  his  disciples,  making  obeisance  to  Nan^bi  departed. 
The  divine  Narwdtf,   also  having  been  respectful  by  honours,  obtained  per- 

mission  and  departed  to  heaven.    Inunediately  after  Narudei  had  departed  to 
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heaven,  the  great  Momi  Valmikee  went  to  the  banks  of  the  Tumnsa.  Having 
arrived  at  the  banks  of  this  river,  the  great  sage  seeing  the  sacred  place  freo 
from  mud,  said  to  his  disciple  who  was  near  him,  O  Bhafttdwagtf,  hear;  this 
holy  place  is  fiee  from  potsherds,  and  dean  und  pure  like  the  mind  of  a  good 
man.  The  sacred  place  is  level  and  delightful;  the  water  is  clear,  and  the  sand 
fine.  I  will  bathe  in  the  water  of  this  river  Tuxnusa ;  take  the  vtdfadu  ^  from 
the  hermitage,  and  quickly  return.  Hasten,  that  it  be  not  too  late.  He, 
at  the  command  of  his  preceptor,  speedily  returning,  brought  the  vulkulv 

*  Vulkulu  a  small  garment  made  of  the  baik  of  a  tree. 
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(bark  garment)  from  the  sage's  residence,  and  gave  it  to  his  gooroo.^  The  sage, 
f eceiving  it  from  his  disciple,  girded  it  around  himself;  and  bathing,  softly  . 
repeated  his  stated  prayers,  and  poured  out  water  to  his  ancestors  and  die  * 
Devtfs,  according  to  the  shastra.  This  done,  he  wandered  about  to  view 
the  wilderness  of  Tumusa.  At  length,  he  saw  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
a  pair  of  paddy-birds,  ^  lovely  to  behold,  walking  about  without  fear.  A 
fowler,  coming  unobswved,  and  taking  an  exact  aim,  killed  one  of  them  near 

the  «agc.       The  female  krownch^r,  separated  from  the  yellow-headed  bird,  her 

1  Preceptor, 

2  A  species  of  the  ardea. 
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mate  and  constant  attendant,  in  die  moment  when  he  was  inebriated  wit& 
love,  and  seeing  him  fall  on  the  ground,  with  his  body  stained  with  bloody 
flew  about  in  the  air,  wailing  with  distress.  Seeing  the  egg-produced  animal 
thus  killed  in  the  wood  by  the  fowler,  the  compassion  of  the  sage  and  of 
his  disciple  was  excited.  The  holy  and  excellent  twice  bom,  filled  withn 
compassion  for  the  afflicted  moaning  female  krot^ncha,   addressed  the  fowlei^ 

.  **0  wretch  thou  shalt  never  obtain  fame;     for  of  this  pair  of  krounduM 
diou  hast  killed  one,  while  it  was  inebriated  with  love." 
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After  he  had  thus  said  he  reflected,  ''  Through  sorrow  for  the  bird  what 
Sentence  have  I  spoken!'^  Having  meditated  a  little  time,  reflecting 
on  the  words,  he  said  to  his  disciple  hhurudwuja^  then  by  his  side,  "Let 
the  sentence  expressed  in  four  feet,  each  of  equal  syllables,  by  me  grieving 
for  the  bird,  be  called  Shloka.  ^  The  disciple,  hearing  these  most  excellent 
words  of  the  sage,  fully  acquiesced  through  affection  to  his  preceptor.  After 
this^  the  sage,  conversing  with  his  disciple,  returned  home,  revolving  in  his 
lipuad  (he  nature  of  the  couplet.  The  humble  Bh»mdwttja,  his  beloved  disci- 
^..^C^omSholctf,  grief.) 
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:pfe,'  filfirig  a  vessel  with  water,  followed  the  great  Sage.  He,  acquainteij 
with  e\'ery  duty,  enteriog  the  hermitage  wkh  his  disciple,  sat  down,  and  fell 
into  a  profound  meditation.  The  glorious  Brwhma,  the  four  faced,  the  go« 
vernor  of  the  three  worlds,  the  lord  himself,  at  length  came  to  visit  the  most 
holy  sage.  Valmik^,  who  was  softly  repeating  his  muntr^s,  seeing  him, 
hastily  rose,  and,  full  of  surprize,  bowed  and  stood  with  joined  hands.  Hav- 
ing made  the  customary  enquiries,  the  humble  jage,  adored  him  who  is 
imperishable  and  separate  from  all  sorrow,  and  presented  him  with  a  seat,  with 
wrghyu,  1  and  water  to  wash  his  feet.      Afterwards  the  god,  *  seating  himself 

1  Urghyn  15  an  offering  of  water,  milk,  the  kooshu  grass*  rice«  doonm,  sandal-wood,  flavktu 
&C.  mxxed^  with  certain  ceremonies,  and  placed  on  the  head  of  a  spiritual  teacher*  &c« 
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on  t&e  highly  honoured  seat,  ordierecr  one  for  VaInnk^.  Commanded  by 
Bruhma,  he  seated  himself.  Being  seated,  Valimtkr,  witli  his  mind'Steadily 
fixed  on  BruEma,  fell  itito  a  deep  meditation^  and  his  spirit  ai>sorbed'in  grief 
at  tbe  rccoirection  of  tHc  krotmchtf ,  and  repeated  the  Verse  (to  Brulima)« 

By  the  ignorant  and  wicked  fow^ler  has  affliction;  been  caused. 
"    For  he  has  wantonly  slain  the  melodiou*  kronncb^f  . 

*"    Xh«^  Biuhtna^  stxHxng,  said  to  the  exceUtfit^9|j»#  Q  great  sagf «  let  this 

Ee 
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♦         ♦ 

spoken  hy  thee  through  the  death  of^tfae  imtmcha,  this  plaintive,  ]9[ie;i3urc(} 
sentence  of  thiney  spontaneously  produced^  O  Brahman^  be  verse.  Write  th$ 
whole  stozy  of  the  most  excellent  Ramas  the  virtuous,  the  all-accomplished^ 
the  wise;  the  delight  xif  the  world,  as  it  was  described  by  the  sage  Naruda* 
Write  the  private  and  public  acts  of  the  wise  Ram^,  a  .&J1  account  of 
his  companions,  of  the  -RaksMsas,  and  of  the  Videhan  Seeta*  Wbatevar  is  un« 
Inown,  whether  domeit£o  or  piibliCi  ^11  be  xevealed  ta  tbee«  Alt  tbHi0i  re* 
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lating  to  king  TJush^-rvthtf ,  and  his  wives,  his  city,  his  palace,  his  sayiTigi, ' 
iis  conduct,  and  whatever  he  did,  shall  be  made  known  to  ihechy  my  fatrour.' 
tn  this  poem  none  of  thy  words  shall  be  false.  Compose  the  sacred  stoiy 
of  Rama,  the  poem  delighting  the  mind.  As  long  as  the  mountains  and' 
nvers  shall  remain  on  the  earth,  so  long  shall  the  Ramayvnir  remidn  currenfr 
among  men;  as  long  as  the  story  of  Ram^  written  by  diee  ^lall  remaiA,  sor 
long  shall  heigbth  and  depth ;  and  so  long  shalt  Aou  abide  in  heaveA*  This ' 
said,  the  god  Bnchnia  vanished  from  their  sight* 
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On  this  Valmzk^,  with  his  disciples^  was  filled  with  surprize.      They,  as- 

tooishedv  went  near  him,  and  through  s^ection,  ag^n  andagain.  repeated, 
this  stanza.  By  the  repeated  recital  of  this  coupkt,  composed  hy  the  greats 
Valmrktt  in  even  feet,  of  four  syllables,  was  verse  produced  from  this  mdan** 
dioly  event*  Then.  thi&  thought  occurred  to  the  wise  Valmzlu.  In  such 
verse  let  me  compose  the  whole  Ramaynn^;^  inseparably  connected  with 
wtao»  B<;has,  and  every  object  of  desire^  filled  with  a  variety  of  stories^ 
fravi^  with  jewels  like  the  se9,  and  delightiul  to  the  ear.     The  great  aind 
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*  ^ 

famous  pundit  after  this,  composed  the  fame^confening  history  of  the  illus* 
trious  Rama  in  verse^  each  foot  of  which  is  excellent,  and  captivating  to  the 
mind.  Hear  the  story  of  the  great  Rughuva,  and  the  death  of, the  ten-headed| 
narrated  by  the  sage. 

Thus  far  the  second  section  of  the  Ramaywn^,  composed  by  Valmikw, 
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SECT.    III« 

The  divine  sage  has  written  in  exquisitely  varied  verse,  the  histoiy  of 
Ranui^  who  obtained  the  kingdom;  a  poeniy  lich  in  variety  of  meaning, 
holy,  excellentp  divine^ ;  this  ancient  history,  to  be  ranked  with  the  four 
vedosy  imparting  blessedness,  renown,  long  life,  prosperity,  and  heaven,  did 
the  sage  sing  to  the  virtuous  and  self-subdued  brahmans  Dhoumya,  Maon« 
dtfvytf,  Kcoshiktf,  with  Rishm'sena  and  Koshula,  and  the  two  descendants  of 

1  Properly  VnhniiyaDy  an  adjectiTe  derived  from  the  nane  Yishiuiow 
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if:shwako^9  Kooshee  and  Luvee^  clothed  in  the  habit  of  sages.  Here,  by 
the  knowledge*  of  the  sage,  is  the  renown  of  Ramtf  displayed.  In  this 
poem  are  treated  of  in  the  fullest  manner,  wealth,  virtue,  every  object  of 
desire;  justice,  morality,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  three  Vedas,  He  who 
constantly  hears  and  sings  this  poem,  will  obtain  here  the  greatest  degree 
of  enjoyment,  and  at  length  become  equal  to  the  gods. 

This  poem  contains  an  account  of  the  /kshwakoos,  the  wise  Jt^nuk^, 
and  the  divine  sage  Poulttstytf.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  l/shw^medhiz 
performed  by  the  great  Raghwvtf,  this  pleasing  story,  connected  with  ho- 
liness, wealth,  and  every  object  of  de&ire,  and  purifying  from  all  sin,  was 
rehearsed  from  the  beginning. 

1  (Fore-knowIcdge).    Part  of  this  poem  is  delirerfd  in  tJie  form  of*  prophccj. 
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TJic  contents  of  the  first  hook  are  here  enumerated :  First  is  related  tfa« 
question  to  Narwda,  then  the  going  to  the  river — the  appe^wing  of  Biuh^ 
jna — the  great  favours  obtained  from  him— and  the  measure  of  verse* 
Tlicn  follow  a  description  of  Uyoihyay  and  an  account  of  king  Dusha- 
rwtha — a  description  of  the  court  of  Kottshuly^/— the  consultation  of  the 
sovereign  of  men  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  son— the  celebration' of  the 
Uhivra-wtdha,  and  tlie  obtaining  of  the  blessing — the  coming  of  the  gods 
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to  obtain  their  share  of  the  sacrifice— the  consultation  respecting  the  death 
of  Ravi^na  related — the  production  of  the  divine  lacteous  food — the  birth  of 
the  king':>  sons — of  Ram/j  from  Kottshwlya — of  Bhuruta  from  Kekuyee— and 
of  the  twins  from  Soomztra — the  production  of  the  Monkeys^— the  meeting 
of  king  Dushfl-rwth^  with  Vxshwa-mUrtf,  and  his  sending  Ram^r  to  protect 
the  sacrifice — Lukbhmunc^'s  following  (him)  and  (their)  acquisition  of 
knowledge — their  abode  in  the  hermitage  of  Unimga^'^\icw  of  the  forest 
^  The  incorporeal,  an  epithet  of  Kama  DeTa>  or  Capid. 

Fa 
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of  Tan^k^ — the  death  of  Taruka  and  Rama's  obtaining  the  weapons  re- 
lated—•his  abode  at  the  hermitage  S/dhtf,  and  his  protecting  the 
sacrifice — the  death  of  Soovahod,  and  the  disgrace  of  Mareechtf — the  sage 
Vishw^r-mitra's  relation  of  the  history  of  his  family — the  pure  production 
of  Gunga  described — the  incarnation  of  the  divine  foetus  and  the  birth  of 
Kartikeytf — ^account  of  the  family  of  the  royal  sage  Vishaltf — ^thc  liberation 
of  L^hulya  from  the  €urse*^viev  of  Mithila,  and  of  the  place  of  sacrifice—' 
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^hc  interview  with'the  king  of  Mnhil^z; — the  story  of  the  great  Koushika  1— • 
^  the  sage  Shutanwndfl's  conversation  about  Raniiz — the  breaking  of  the  bow, 
and  the  giving  of  the  virgin  in  marriage — ^the  inter\'iew  of  king  Dusha-rutha 
and  Jwnubz—detail  of  the  marriage  of  Seetaand  the  other  virgins— King 
Dtt&htf-r^/th^z's  departure  with  his  daughters-in  Jaw— the  meeting  of  Ram/f 
with  the  wise  Jamwdwgnz—tKie  obstructing  of  the  way  of  Jamwdztgnt's  people 
-  related- the  entiy  into  i7yodhy^r— -the  abode  of  Bhwrwt^  at  his  grandfather's-^ 
^  the  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  Z/yodhyj  described.    These  are  the  con- 
1  Vifhnom/tM. 
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tents  of  the  First  Book  called  Adi-kunda.  It  bas  sixty  four  sections,  and  twei 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  stanzas.  In  this  is  related  the  conduct  of 
the  magnanimous  Ratn/i  in  his  youth. 

After  this  follows  the  second  part,  called  the  I7yodhyj  Kand/2,  in  which  arc 
related  the  intended  installation,  and  its  prevention — the  wicked  intrigues  of 
Kekuyee,  and  the  grief  of  Dwsh^z-rttthtf — Rama's  departure  into  the  forest,  and 
Lttkshmwnd's  following  him — the  distress  of  all  his  friends,  and  their  return- 
Rama's  conversation  with  the  prince  of  the  Chwndaks — the  dismissal  of  the  cha- 
rioteer— Ramtf's  crossing  of  the  Gtinga— interview  with  Bhttrudwaja — ^visit  to 
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Chftrtf-Voottf,  at  the  command  of  Bhwrudwaj^z — Rama's  erecting  a  bower  and 
dwelling  on  the  great  mouritam  Chitra-kootfl — the  astonishing  grief  of  the 

king  on  the  return  of  Soomuntra — his  relation  of  the  curse  upon  himself,  and 
bis  departure  to  heaven — the  speedy  return  of  Bhuruta  from  the  palace  of 
his  uncle — the  great  Bh«rwt<i's  journey  to  Rama  to  obtain  his  return — his 
abode  at  the  hermitage  of  Bhwrwdwaja — his  interview  with  Rama — the 
funeral  ceremonies  of  his  father— the  great  kindness  of  ?Lama  to  Bhwrwt^r 
related — the  story  of  Javah"  and  Vama-deva — detailed  account  of  the  family 
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of  the  Jkshwdkoo's — ^the  determination  of  Rama  not  to  go  to  Koushula^^ 
Bhumta's  receiving  of  the  sandals,  and  his  dismissal — Ram^z  enters  the 
town  of  Nundi,  and  sends  back  his  mother  and  mother-in-law — the  return 
of  the  great  Shictnighna  to  Uyodbya.  Thus  far  the  Second  Book  called 
Uyodhya.  It  has  eighty  sections,  and  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy  verses. 

The  Third  Book  follows,  called  Arunyvka  kanda,  in  which  are  related 
the  entrance  of  the   mighty    Ramj    into  tha  wilderness    of  T>undika — his 
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conversation  u-ith  Unoosooya  and  her  giving  the  cosmetic — Rama's  meet- 
ing with,  and  killing  Vtradha  related — Rama's  interview  with  the  sa- 
ges— Mithilee  consoled — the  arrival  of  Rama  at  the  hermitage  of  Shw- 
rubhunga,  and  his  interview  with  India — his  arrival  at  the  hermitage  of 
Sooteekshna — his  conversation  with  Seeta — ^his  discourse  with  Mttndwkum?, 
and  dismissal  of  Shwkra  ^ — conversation  with  the  wicked  Ilwula — ^his  story 
— the  hermitage  of  i/gustya  fiilly  described— Rama's  arrival  at  Pwn- 
chavutta,   and  his  interview  with  Jtttayoo — ^his  residence  at    JunMsthant^^ 

t  fiulro. 
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description  of  the  dewy  season—Rama's  remembrance  of  Bhuruta,  and  hi« 
invective  against  Kikeyee— (Rama  and  Luksmana's)  conversation  with 
Shoorp^-nukha— Shoorpfl-nuy^Afl  disfigured— the  terrible  death  of  Khur^i,  and 
the  slaughter  of  Doosttna  and  Tn'shir^— the  entrance  of  Shoorpw-nttkha  into 
Lttnktf  rel^Jted-^Ravuna's  desire  after  Seeta  related — the  arrival  of  RavMna  at 
the  residence  of  Mareccho — Mareech/J  becoming  a  deer,  attracts  the  notice  of 

Videhee^ Raghttvez  decoyed  away  in  pursuit  of  the  deer  through  Videhec's 

desire  after  it — the  death  of  Mareecha-^Seeta's  invective  against  LKkshm«na— 

1  Seet^ 
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Sceta  stolen  away — Rama's  meeting  with  Soumltrfli — Jutayoa  mortally 
wounded — Seet^'s  arrival  (at  Lunka) — Luksmima'^s  conversation  with  the 
great  Raghttva — Raght^va's  lamentation  on  being  acquainted  with  the  loss 
of  Janttkee^ — his  interview  with  Jutayoo  the  king  of  the  vultures — conversa- 
tion with  him — the  death  of  the  head-concealed  bird — his  obtaining  heaven 
-—Rama  performs  his  obsequies — Rama,  at  thewordof  Kubwndha,  seeks  Soo- 

greeva his  interview  with  Shwvttrce  at  the  pool  Pttmpo — Rama's  lamentation* 

1  Lukshmuaa.     ^  Seeta. 

Gg 
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This  is  the  third  Book,  called  Arunuyka  Kand^i,  containing  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  sections,  and  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  couplets. 

The  fourth  part,  ©alkd  Keshkindhfl  Kand^,  contains  an  account  of  the 
great  Raghwvtf's  arrival  at  the  mountain  Rtshyumooka — his  inter\'iew  with 
Hunooman.  His  conversation  with  him  related — Rama's  ascending  the 
mountain  Rtshyttmc^oluz— the  friendship  of  Rama  and  Soogreevo — the  pn)w« 
CSS  of  Valj  related — Rama's  piercing  the  seven  palmyra  trees,  and  the  confi« 
dence  excited  thereby  in  Soogneevo — the  combat  between  Valx  and  Soogrce^ 
va,  and  the  death  of  Vali — the  mourning  for  Valt  in  the  inner  apartmenU 
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— Tara's  lamentation— she  commits  the  son  of  Vah'  to  Ram^z-^— the  installa- 
tion of  Soogrctva — R^ghuvas  lamentation— he  is  comforted  by  Lukshmuxia 
.^his  lamenting  the  rainy  season — description  of  autumn — Rami's  lamenta- 
tion in  autumn — Soogrecva  exceeds  the  stated  time — Rami's  anger  against 
SoogTetva  related— -Lvksmimo's  respectfid  aensibility  at  perceiving  the  displea- 
sure of  Ram^i-^-^the  sending  of  Luksmimo — his  journey— -his  delivering  the 
message  to  Soogcctv^ — Saagreev^'s  journey  to  Raghuva's  abode — his  appeas- 
ing Ram^r — ^his  collecting  the  Monkeys-— description  of  the  earth  by  the  great 
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S^ogreevfl— departure  of  the  monkeys— the  ring  given  to  HMnooman— Be 
and  the  other  apes  pass  the  mountain  Windhya — they  enter  the  cave  of  Sw»« 
yimipTwbhdf — their  distress  at  not  obtaining  tidings  of  Videhee — the  monkeys 
attempt  to  starve  themselves— their  interview  with  Sampat^,  the  wise  king 
of  the  vultures — ^his  information  respecting  hunka.     The  fourth  part  called 
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Kishkindhya  Kanda  contains  sixty  four  sections,    and  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  five  verses. 

After  this  follows  the  Soondura  Kand^.  Huno^man's  leap — ^his  interview 
with  SooYi^dL — arrival  at  the  mountain  Minaka — ^the  death  of  Smghtka— 
Httnooman's  view  of  hunlca — ^he  enters  Lttnk^ — ^a  description  of  it — ^his  ex* 
cursions  (therein) — ^his  search  for  Videh^e  in  the  elegant  inner  apartments  of 
Ruvflnfl— he  sees  (the  chariot)  Pooshpitk^—* description  of  the  public  places 
«~his  interview  with  the  wicked  Ravuntf,  king  of  the  Rukshuses — the  flower 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56  THE  RAMA Y17N^.  [book I. 

'^HftT5r<^T?i^  uld^^^HiTr^  ^  1 82  ri 

garden— Httnooman's  search  after  Janukee,  and  his  distress  at  not  finding  her 

^his  entrance  into  the  garden  CTshok^,  and  interview  with  Vrdehee — the 

entrance  of  the  Rakshus  Ravana  into  the  garden  of  the  women — he  solicits 
Seeta,  and  she  reproaches  him — the  threats  of  the  Rakshasees  ^ — Seeta's  in- 
terview with  Hwnooman — his  presenting  the  token  of  remembrance,  and  his 
conversation  with  Seeta — ^her  giving  the  jewel  (from  her  head  dress),  and  her 
reply  to  the  meesage  of  Ram^— the  destroying  of  the  grove— Htmooman's 
reproach  of  the  cruel  Rakshttses— the  slaughter  of  the  ser\'ants — of  the  counsel- 
lor's sons — of  the  General,  and  Uksha,    The  combat  between  Huncormn  and 

1  The  female  Rakshuses :  this  word,  whelher  masculine  or  feminine,  is  vrittcn  two  ways, 
Rttkshus  and  Rak::bvs. 
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Meghfl-nad^— the  binding  of  Marooti*  by  the  BrMhmtf-MStrtf— the  report  of 
the  messengers  to  Rav»na — ^his  invective  against  Httnooman— the  burning 
of  Hunooman's  tail,  and  his  burning  of  Lunkfl*— his  second  interview  with 
Seeta,   and  his  return— the  junction  of  J^mhoov^n  and  the  other  monkeys— 

they  arrive  at  the  wood  of  honey  s,  and  make  havock  there— their  veiws  of 

the  path  of  the  gods  to  the  wood— description  of  the  honey-forest— t/ngwdtz 

^  The  son  of  Miiroot,  the  wind,  vis.  Hanoomiin. 

S  The  pundits  are  divided  in  their  opinions  aboat  this  forest:  it  was,  most  probably,  a  vine- 
yard. 
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and  the  other  monkeys  return  to  Ram^— •the  conversation  of  Hunooman  with 

the  great  Raghttv/i— «the  intelligence  respecting  Seeta,  and  the  gift  of  the 
token— Hi^nooman's  view  of  LunLx,  and  interview  with  R^vuna  related— • 
his  interview  with  Seeta,  and  her  reply  to  the  message— the  difficult  enter- 
prize— the  conduct  of  the  Rakshases-— the  destruction  of  the  garden  Usoka^ 
and  the  fort.  This  part,  in  which  is  contaitied  the  conversation  of  Hwnooman 
With  R^ghuva^  and  in  which  Soogretva,  with  Raghi^va  and  Lukshmz^na^  at* 
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tended  by  a  large  army  of  monkeys,  goes  to  the  south,  and  all  united  go 
to  the  sea,  is  the  fifth,  called  SoonduvdL  Kand^;.  It  contains  forty  ithree  sec« 
tions,  and  two  thousand  and  forty  five  verses* 

Afterwards  follows  the  sixth  part,  called  Yooddha  Kand^,  in  which  is 
contained  an  account  of  the  mighty  Rama's  arriving  at  the  sea — of  his  passing 
over  to  Luuka^  and  his  consultation  with  the  apes.  Rayuna's  consultation  on 
hearing  of  his  arrival — Vibheeshun^^,  desirious  of  peace  with  Rama,  addresses 
lu5  elder  brotheri  *'  O  King,  let  MithHee  be  liberated,  and  your  city  be  pre- 

H  h 
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jervcd.  Do  not  act  contraiy  to  this  good  advice."  At  this  speech  Dtishdrt* 
greevtf,*  his  tyts  inflamed  with  anger,  strikes  his  brother  Vzbheeshttna  witfc 
his  foot— VtbheeshttntJ,.  with  his  dub  in  his  hand;  entirely  abandoning  Ravwn/i^ 
goes  over  with  his  four  counsellors  to  Ramtf — Vtbheeshunti,  crossing  the  sea. 
and  uniting  himself  with  the  great  Ram^r,  is,  with  gleat  respect,  appointed  by 
him  to  the  government  of  Lamka,  by  the  aflFusion  of  water  brought  from  the 
sea-^Rama's  preparations  for  warlike  operations,  and  his  view  of  tlie  sea*— at 
the  conmiand  of  Sagwr^,  *  Nwl^  makes  a  bridge  over  the  sea — the  great  Raghv^ 
tThe  tea- necked :  an  epithet  of  Rav^no*        ?  The  Sea  perBonified« 
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Vfl's  crossing  the  dreadiul  gulf— his  station  on  Soovtla — Raghuva^s  speech  and 
the  report  of  the  messengers — the  conversation  of  Shooka  and  Sarantf — revieiir 
of  the  army  of  monieys — the  consultation  of  the  king  of  the  Rakshuses  and 
his  forming  (an  appearance  of)  Rama's  head  by  magic — the  (Mscourse  of  St^ 
ruma — Seeta  takes  encouragement— the  discourse  of  Malytevan  with  Ravun^ 
•—the  fortifying  <^  Lunka — cofisuitatio&  in  the  army  of  Raiiwi---the  en* 
hance  of  his -messengers  into  the  city*-^e  ascends  &?oveIa,  the  blockade  of 
JLimka-^^the  commencement  of  the  war-— the  er^agtfig  in  single  combats 
—the  death  of  S^optughmr,   Yujnttkopfl,  'and  others,  related— the  nocturnal 
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battle — ^the  binding  of  Rama's  army  ty  the  serpent-arrows— rthe  interview 
with  Soopurna,  ^  and  his  unloosing  the  serpent-bonds— the  death  of 
Bhooxnrakshtf  and  Aktonpuna — the  death  of  Prz^hi^st^,  and  the  disconi. 
fiture  of  Ra,vuna*s  armj'— the  difficuk  enterprize  undertaken— the  wak- 
mg  of  Koi)mbha-kz^rn^^— Rama's  view  of  Koornhha-kuma,  and  his  enquiry 
about  him— the  march  of  Koamhha-'htma  and  the  consternation  of  ^hc 
monkeys — the  seizing  and  the  escape  of  Soogrccv^j  related— the  death  of 
Kdornhha-iiuma  by   Raniur— the  death  of  Ni^rantuka  and  Devanttdu^— of 

1  Garoora. 
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MuBodura  and  Tri^in — of  Muhaparshvtf  and  I/ltkayo— Raghitva  with  his 
anny   rendered  insensible  by  the  weapon,  of  Megho^nades  *— •Himooman's 
bringing  a  remedy  and  reviving  them— the  fight  with,  torches— the  death  of 
.Koomhha,    and  Nikotnnbha— ^of  Mukuraksbyo^-Ravima^s  inarch— the  kil- 
ling of  the  Seeta  formed  by  illusion,  and  the  death  of  Meghii-nad/E*-the  anger 
.  of  the  king  of  the  Rakshuses,  and  his  great  consternation— ^Ravttna's  march 
.imdw  Viroflpakshu's  deaths— The  death  of  Mutta  and  OanmUtta — Raght^va's 

1  ladmj/t*. 
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speech  and  Ravwna's  invective — the  fight  of  the  great  Ramez  and  Ravuno-*^ 
htikshmuna  killed — Rama's  lamentation— ^mcdicin^  brought,  and  Lukshxnuvia 
revived — the  chariot  given  to  Rama  by  the  king  of  the   goda— -the  ap» 

pearing  of  Matdz  and  the  advice  of  Shttkra  to  Rama— the  defeat  of  Ravimtf, 

< 

,.  king  of  the  Rakshuses,  in  the  battle— the  invective  of  Ravwna  against  the 
charioteer— the  combat  of  the  gods  and  the  Danwvas  in  the  air— -  the  dread« 
ful  combat  of  the  two  chariots— ^on  earthquake  for  seven  dayse-thc  dieatfi 
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of  the  king  of  the  Raksh»ses,  famed  throughout  the  universe.  This  sixth  part, 
called  the  YooSha  Kandtf,  contains  one  hundred  and  five  sections,  and  four 
thousand  five  Ixundred  verses. 

The  Uhhyooiuya  or  Oottura  Kand^ :  the  mourning  of  Ravenna's  wives— 
the  instalment  of  Vtbhesht^ndJ— the  obsequies  of  Ravwnfl— Hwnooman's  en- 
trance into  Lunk^  and  his  interview  with  Mithtlee— Seeta's  going  forth — 
her  interview  with  Ramfl— she  is  reproached  by  the  great  Ranu?— Ra- 
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ma*s  rejection  of  Videhee,  and  Eer  entrance  into  the  fire— her  surprizing 
incombustibility — the  appearing  of  Bi-whma  and  all  the  gods— the  ap- 
pearing af  the  god  Vrishwdwwz^i  described-i-Brwhma's' blessing  obtained— 
the  appearing  of  Rama's  father— the  removal  of  Dwshz^n/tlia's  curse  from 
Kikeyee — and  the  high  satisfaction  of  Dushu-ratha — Rama  obtains  a  bles- 
sing  from  Sht^krj-^the  resuscitation  of  the  monkeys— the  jewels  divided 
among  the  monkeys  by  the  wise  king  of  Lunka — the  great  Raghwva 
mounts  the  chariot  Pooshpwki2— the  return  of  all  the  monkeys  and  of  the 

1  Shiva. 
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Rakswses  related  at  large— -their  anival  at  the  residence  of  Bh^/mdwaj^— 
their  interview  with  the  sage — they  enter  the  town  of  Kundiy  and  n?eet  their 
elder  relatives— the  entry  into  Uyodhya — the  completion  of  the  vow — Ra- 
mi's installation,  and  the  joy  of  the  city — the  oflSce  of  prime  minister  con- 
ferred on  the  great  Bhwrwt^ — the  visit  of  the  sage? — the  origin  of  the  Rak- 

shuscs  related — their  conquest  of  the  universe — the  story  of  JThwly^— Seeta 
carried  into  the  wood  by  Luksmun^ — her  amval  at  the  residence  of  VsHmikee 

I     i 
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related — Kooshec  and  Lwv^  bom  to  augment  the  family  of  Ikshwak(?a— the 

killing  of  Luvuna  by  Shtttmghna  related — the  killing  of  Shttmbook^  and 

the  meeting  with  K(n?mbhwyoni— the  obtaining  of  the  ornaments — the  sto* 

ry  of  Seeta — the  beginning  of  the  Ushwomedh^z — the  hearing  of  the  song 

(the  Ramayima)-^Ram«  recognizes  his  two  sons  Kooshee  and  Luva  at  the 

it        '  .     •  * 

end  of  the  song — the  discourse  of  Valmilee— Raghwva's  lamentation — the 

surprizing  descent  of  Vidchee  to  the  regions  below — Raghuva^s  rising  an- 
ger— Brvhm^z's  visit— --the    arrival  of  Kala  and   D(?(?rbas(7*«-*the  sun^nder 
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of  Lttksnnm*  by  Ranw — the  departure  of  Rama's  friends— of  the  people  of 
CTyodya  and  the  Raghavos— their  happy^  airival  ill  heaven.  Thus  far  the 
ITbhywduyik*  Kanda,  togedier  with  the  Bhuvrshy^  and  the  Oottura,  contain* 
mg  ninety  sectiims  and  three  thousand  three' hundred  and  sixty-  verses^ 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  Ramaytour,  admired  by  the  sages,  containing  six 
hundred  and  twenty  sections^  and  twenty  four  thousand  verses.      This  is 
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the  divine  poem.writt^  by  Vdlmik^e  himself^  ^hich  destroys  all  sin  and 
fear,  procures  wealth,  fame,  long  life,  and  posterity — and  increases  hiealthi 
Whoever,.  puri£ed,  ,r?ads  at  the  purvas^  ^wifh  collected  mind,,  this. histor) • 
of  the  great  Dashwrwthee,  will  be  libierated  irom  sin,  obtain  present  felicity, 

and  after  death  enter  among  the  blessed. 

Thus  far  the  .third  section  of  the  Ramayi^ntr,  composed  by  the  great  Val- 
mikeey  called  the  table  of  contents^ 

1  The  eighth  and  fourteenth  day«  of  the  moon's  increase,  and  decrease,  the  day  of  the 
new  and  of  the  full  moon,  and  the  day  of  the  exnCs  entering  a  new  sign. 
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SECT.    IV. 

Having  heard  the  theme  of  the  poQpi  from  Narz^d^,  the  divine  sage,  and 

realized  the  particulars  by  meditation,^  the  devout  Moon/,    glorious  as  the 

sun,    touching  water   placed  on  the  koashfl^  ^  with  its  points  eastward,  with 

joined  hands,   sought  the  best  method  of  arranging   the  poem,  and  by  the 

power  of  Tupussya,^  revolving  in  his  mind  the  story  of  the  illustrious  Ram^ 

•  1  '  Bi/ meditation/    The  original  expression /oAa^  is  doubtful.      Some  of  the  pundits 
render  it  **  from  the  people,"  others  render  it  as  above.     As  the  former  rendering  is,  how- 
ever, directly  contradictory  to  the  promise  at  first  made  to  A^alm^kee,  the  latter  has  beeir 
|yr6ferrcd. 

»  g  A  kind  of  grass, 

3  Intonsc  meditdlion  on  one  obi'-ct ;  a  species  of  devotion  to  which  groat  power  is  as- 
cribed b)  the  Hindoos,  and  iu  which  a  number  of  ceremonies  may  be  included. 
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* 
••^-his  birth — ^his  great  heroism— his  readiness  to  assist  others— -his  estimation 
in  the  eye  of  all— his  clemency — ^his  beauty — his  A^eracity— the   history  of 
Vtshwflmitr^j— Rama's  obtaining  the  Mantrflf — thekillingof  Taraka — the  com- 
pletion of  the  sacrifice — the  various  discourse  of  VziJiwamUrtf— the  coming 

to  Mithila — the  breaking  of  the  bow — the  quarrel  of  Ranur  and  Parsoo-Ra- 
ma — Dusha-rKtha's fear— the  anointing  of  Ram^ — the  evil  disposition  5f  Kike- 
yee — the  prevention  of  the  installment — Raghttva's  banishment — the^orrov, 
lamentation,  excessive  grief,  and  death  of  the  king-— .the  lamentation  of  his 
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subjects,  and  (their)  dismissal  by  Rama— Rami's  conversation  with  the  king 
s  vf  the  Chzmdal^ — the  return  of  the  charioteer— the  crossing  of  the  Ganges 
~-Raintf's  interview  with  Bhurudwrz^a — the  journey  to  Chnrukoota  at  the 
command  of  Bhurudwaj^i — the  erecting  of  the  bower — Bh^ruta's  arrival 
there«--the  kindness  of  Rama — the  funeral  obsequies  of  his  father— the 
appointment  of  Bbuiuta  to  the  regency  by  giving  him  the  sandals^— Ramiz's 
entrance  into  the  town  of  Nundi — his  journey  to  the  wilderness  of  Dundi^ka 
—the  killing  of  Viradht* — the  interview  with  ShurubhimgiZ-— the  meeting 
with.  S0Oteekshna«^<-the  conversation  with  UnOQsooydk — the  cosmetic  given 
to  Ramtf — ^his  interview  with  Uffistya — his  accepting  the  bow — ^his  dismissal 
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• 
from  £7gustytf— his  residence  at  P«nchtf-vttU — Soorpttnukha's  jesting  with 
Rani(Z — ^her  countenance  disfigured — the  killing  of  Khma  and  Tnshi'rus 
— the  report  brought  to  Ravuna — the  death  of  Mareechj — the  rape  of  Vidc- 
hee — Jwtayw  mortally  wounded — ^the  lamentation  of  Raghuva — his  finding 
Kubwndhfl,  and  killing  him — his  interview  with  ShKVuree — the  visit  to 
Pum^a — the  lamentation  at  the  lake  Pmnpo — RamA'«  interview  with  Hunoo* 
man  there-^— his  going  to  Rishywmook^i — ^his  meeting  with  Soogtccva — Soo* 
greeva's  confidence  excited — the  friendship  formed  with  him— the  enmity 
iiitwccn  Vali  and  S(?(>greevfl— the  death  of  VaU' — the  appointment  of  Soo» 
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grecvj  to  the  kingdom — Tara's  lamentation — the  time  (exceeded) — a  night 
spent  in  die  rainy  season — the  anger  of  the  great  Raghuv^— *the  collecting 
of  the  army-— the  appointment  to  difiPerent  quarters*— a  description  of  the 
earth— -the  presenting  of  tho  ting— ^the  visit  to  the  cave  of  the  bean—the 
obstinate  rcfufal  of  food— the  interview  with  Sumpati — the  ascending  of  the 
mountain — the  passage  of  the  sea— the  view  of  Minaka  at  the  command' 
of  Soomoodro— the  roaring  of  the  female  Rakshusees-— the  interview  with 
ChhayagrahJnee— the  death  of  Singhika— the  view  of  Ltmk^z— the  entrance 
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into  it  by  night— Hunoomans  reflections-*-Iiis  going  to  the  palace,  his  visit 
to   the  inner  apartment — his  view  of  Ravuntf— of  the  chariot  P(7(?shpt(ka 

—his  visit  to  the  garden  l7shoka— his  inteiview  with  Seeta— the  outcries 
of  the  female  Rakshz^es — Ht^nooman^s  view  of  Ravi^n^— conversation  with 
Mithilcc — ^his  giving  her  the  token,  and  receiving  from  her  a  gem  in  return 
— ^l]is  laying  waste  the  garden— his  driving  away  the  Rakshusee5,  and  the 
servants — the  death  of  the  o^unsellor'js  son — of  the  general — of  CTcsha — the 
march  of  Indnijita — the  prince  of  the  monkeys    taken — the   burning  and 
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dfisolating  of  Lzmka— Hanooman's  retum—his  earing  the  grapes— the  en- 
couragement received  by  Raghttva  (from)  the  delivering  of  the  gem— the. 
rendezvous  at  the  sea  (shore)— the  bridge  built  by  Nula— the  crossing  over 
the  sea— the  dreadful  siege  of  Lunlar— the  tmion  with  VibheeshKna— his  ad- 
vice about  the  killing  of  Rav»na— the  killing  of  Koombhukanw— of  Maghtf- 
nadho— of  Ravana — the  mourning  among  the  Rakshoses — ^the  installation  of 
V»bheeshimtf— the  rejection  of  Sect*— Rama's  interview  and  conversation  with 
firuhma  and  the  other  gods— his  confidence  in  Seeta  restored— the  liberation 
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of  Seeta  from  the  palace  of  the  enemy— the  resuscitation  of  the  monkeys--* 
Ramans  mounting  the  chariot  Pooshpukij—- his  journey  to  {Tyodhytf-*— his 
meeting  with  BhurvdHraja— the  sebding  of  the  son  of  Vayoa — ^the  meeting 
with  Bhiinit^i-*the  installation  of  Ranui — ^the  dismissal  of  the  Raksbifses  and 
monkeys-^the  visit  of  Ugustya  and  the  great  sages — the  origin  of  the  Rakr 
fhtfses— the  conq[uests  of  Ravttn^ — ^the  dismissal  of  Seeta— ^he  happiness  of 
of  Rama's  subjects— >the  few  acts  of  Ra!na  oot  yet  perfonned — the  acts 
of. the  wise  Rama  after  he  had  obtained  the. kingdom — ^the  arrival  of  tht 
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sages,  and  the  dismissal  of  Shtttw(7ghntf— Seeta's   delivery  in  the  wood— the 
death  of  Luvuna  in  battle — the  residence  at  Mutho^ra«-the  bringing  of  Mi- 
th/lee— Seeta*s  fidelity  manifested  at  the  end  of  the  sacrifice — ^her  entrance* 
into  the  earth — Raghwfl's  distress— the  appearance  of  Kalu,  and  the  sage. 
DooTvasa — the  parting  with  Luksmuna — Rama's  departure  to  heaven  after 
establishing  his  sons  in  the  kingdom— that  of  the  bears,  the  monkeys,  the  • 
Gopoodichhtfs,  the  people  of  the  city,  and  of  the  country*»the  sage  having  j 
seen  all  this  by  the  power  of  intense  devotion,   composed,  in  a  poetic  form, ; 
the  story  of  hint  devoted  to  truth. 
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1  Afterwards  the  sage  began  to  versify,  at  which  Bruhm<^  smiling  called'  it 
verse — after  this  his  disciples,  -the  venemWe  old  men,  and  2^1  the  devotees, 
bowing  to  the  dust  at  the  feet  of  the  great  sage,  said  "  The  stanza  expressed  in 
four  feet  has  obtained  the  name  of  poetry."  Upon  this  Valmeeki  resolved 
•*  1  will  write  the  whole  poem  of  the  Ramayvn^,  first  spoken  by  Bruhma,  and 
revealed  to  Nanida."  The  virtuous  sage,  having  heard  the  outlines  of  this 
body  of  ethics,  sought  to  make  himself  peifectly  acquainted  with  the  particu«. 
lars  relating  to  Ram^,  the  abode  of  excellencies,  to  king  DMshu^iUtha^  with 

a  In  this  place  tbs  copies  ynxy  considerably :  $oine  make  this  the  beginning  of  a  new  sec- 
tion, while  in  others  it  is  recKoned  a  continuation  of  the  former  section.  Indeed  the  table  of 
contents  is  entirely  omitted  in  many  copies:  this,  however,  renders  the  number  of  couplets 
incomplete. 
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liis  queen,  his  kingdom,  and  seraglio— his  jesting,  his  conversation,  his  walking, 
and  the  whole  of  his  actions ;  all  this  the  Mooni  clearly  beheld  through 
the  power  of  devotion— aho  the  deeds  of  Bhuruta,  and  the  wise  Shtttrr(7ghntf 
-?-^f  Vw^^hishthaandSoomuntac?— -of  Vamfl-deva  too,  and  the  divine  Vzshwa- 
^mitra,  and  the  royal  sage  Jz^nuk^— of  the  Rtikshwses,  and  the  monkeys,  their 
conduct  and  heroism-^what  was  said  to  Seeta  dwelling  in  the  wood,  by  the 
mighty  Rama,  and  the  wise  Lwkshmwna, — Vahneekf,  who  at  one  view  compre- 
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hends  the  universe,  absorbed  in  abstraction,  beheld  the  whole  by  the  power 
•  of  intense  devotion.  By  diligent  search  he  clearly  beheld  the  whofe  of  the 
story  of  Rama  as  plainly  as  he  behtl  J  an-  Amluka}  fruit  in  his  hand*  Having 
seen  it,  he  proceeded  to  compose  the  history  of  Ramtf,  connected  with  vir- 
tue, riches,  and  every  object  of  desire,  the  hearing  and  repeating  of  which  is  an 
act  of  holiness ;  an  astonishing  ocean,«  filled  with  the  jewels  of  the  Vedtf. 

The  Ramaymitf  being  completely  finished,  he  reflected  thus,  *  Who  will  make 
this  poem  known  to  the  world  ?'  Thentwo  disciples  of  Valmeekt,  who,  in  tb^ 

^  Phyllantbus  emblica. 

<  This  all  udes  tb  an  idea  common  among  the  Hindoos,  that  the  tea  abounds  with  etfiy 
kind  of  riches. 
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wood,  had  assumed  the  habit  oFsage^  Kdoshee  and  Luva  by  name,  the  offspring 
of  Sceta  and  Rama,  young,  beautiful,  generous,  and  accomplished,  laid  hold 
of  the  thoughtful  sage's  feet ;  Valmeekr,  the  divine  sage,  beheld  these  royal 
brothers  Kooshee  and  Luva,  acquainted  witli  sacred  knowledge,  famous,  of 
melodious  voice,  inhabitants  of  the  hermitage — Having  beheld  these  inge- 
nuous youths,  eminent  in  the  Vedtf,  he,  Icissing  their  heads,  said,  to  these  two 
who  stood  bowing  before  him.  At  my  command  take  the  Ramaywna,  the  poem 
composed  by  me,  the  hearing  and  repeating  of  which  is  holiness,  describing 

Ll. 
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the  death  of  Tonlustya,^  and  producing  virtue,  wealth,  and  every  object  of 
desire,  pleasant  to  be  read,  and  adapted  tathe  three  measures  of  time;*  sweefr 
when  performed  on  stringed  instrumehts,  orsung  with  the  seven  modulations 
of  the  voice;  connected  with  the  seven  kinds  of  time,  ravishing  to  the  ear,  cx*^ 
citing  love,  courage,  disgust,  atjger,  terror,  compassion,  surprize,  and  laugh-^ 
ter/  Having  said  this  to  the  two  youths,  the  excellent  and  divine  sage  accu-^ 
lately  taug|it  them  the  whole  of  the  poem  respecting  Rama..     The  whole  ot 

a.  Raviiiuik  > 

*  Vb.  Wh«DJtiDgiQ  filovj  nuddle,  cr  quick  time. 
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this  sacred  poem  being  committed  to  memory  by  these  two,  the  sage  ad- 
dressed them :  *  Let  this  story  be  sung  by  you  in  the  assembly  of  the  sages, 
in  the  concourse  of  the  royal  Rzshis  of  virtuous  conduct,  and  in  the  assem- 
blies of  the  good.'  Commanded  by  their  preceptor,  the  brothers  Kooshee 
and  Luvfl,  the  sons  of  Rama,  of  god-like  beauty,  %vith  voices  by  nature  me- 
lodious, the  exact  resemblance  of  Rama,  the  reflected  image  of  his  perfections, 
eminent  in  the  Ved^,  the  Vedangfl^,  the  (/t/has^Jt),  and  the  Shastr^ ,  acquainted 
with  the  mysteries  of  the  Gwndhwrvjs,  skilled  in  musical  time  and  expres- 
ttvc  gesture,  of  powerful  voice,  iu  form  like  the  Gundhwrvas,  sung  the  de- 
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ligbtful  poQm  in  the  presence  of  the  Ved^-reading  sages,  and  Brwhm^z  and 
Indta,  with  the  chief  deities,  the  Gundhwrvzzs,  the  birds,  the  serpents,  and  the 
great  Rt^hzs,  were  delighted  with  these  youths.  At  a  certain  time  the  two  be- 
loved and  god-like  princes  sang  the  surprizing  poem  to  the  assembled  sages^ 
All  the  sages  were  astonished,  and,  earnest  to  hear  the  poem,  crouded  around 
by  thousands  with  eyes  fixed  tjiough  joy  and  wonder;  .while  the  princes  in 
the  midst  sung  in  concert  the  poem  relating  to  Rama.       The  lii>tcning  sages 


^  -; 
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exclaiming  "Excellent !  excellent  !'*  united*  in  a  Joyful  burst  of  applause. 
Then  the  delighted'  sages,  eminent  in  virtue,  applauding,  addressed  the  bro^ 
dhcrs  Kooshee  and  Luva,  singing  there,  "  Oh  f  this  poem !  the  very  expression 
of  nature!  Oh!  the  song!  Qh!  the  tune!  Oh!  the  exquisite  story  of  the  di« 
vine  Rama !  Ancient  things  are  beheld  as  though  they  had  been  transacted 
before  our  eyes.  These,  singing  this  poem,  in  language  polished  and  melli«- 
fluous,  and  exact  in  measure,  are  the  two  princes  Koashee  and  Luva,  of  adi* 
vine  origin,  young,  andof  mvelodious  voice »  Oh  I  how  pleasing  to  the  ear !  bow 
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grateful !  Oh !  the  song,  without  a  discordant  sound !  clear,  set  to  a  delight- 
ful  air;  the  words,  formed  by  exact  rule,  are  joined  with  the  nicest  care;  the 
poem  sung  in  just  time,  with  due  modulation  of  voice,  and  rendered  ex- 
quisitely pleaing  by  the  nicest  taste/  Thus  applauded  and  caressed  by 
the  great  sages,  they  again  sung  the  delightful  song.  Pleased  with  these 
young  princes,  one  sage  presented  them  with  a  jar  of  water;  another  with 
forest  fruits  of  delicious  taste;  a  third  with  a  bark  dress;  another  with  the 
skin  of  an  .antelope ;  i  another  honoured  them  with,  the  sacrificial  thread ;  one 
^  Jleligious  devotees  carry  with  thejn  the  skin  of  aa  antelope  for  to  sit  upon*  ' 
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gave  them  a  kunurndttba/  another  the  gracs  BanA  of.  the  koapeen^.t  another 
presented  them  with  his  seat,^  while  another  ^ge  gave  them  the  sacved  kou* 
peemi.4  Then  another  Moom,  highly  pleased,  gave  them  an  axe,  while  others 
presented  them  with  the  garment  of  red  doth,^  and  anoAer  sage  with  a  gar* 
ment  made  of  bark :  one  gave  them  his  juta,  and  another,  delighted,  present- 
ed his  faggot  rope,^  another  presented  them  with  the  sacrificial  pitcher,  and 
others  with  a  burden  of  wood,  another  garve  (hem  a  «eat  tnade^f^^e  tig  tree.7 

t  A  |M>t  ef  «ailh  or  tkc  shell  of  a  gourd,  used  to  coHect  ftlms. 

S  Tlie  origbal  word  means  a  rope  nade  of  4he  leaves  of  ifae  SaiK^iwD  ISara^.  and  used  to 

tie  Aie  koupeenaToimd  the  waist. 
J  Generally  made  of  the  sacred  koodiee. 

4  A  piece^f  clotii,  or  bark,  about  a  foot  scfoare,  woraiar  the  sake^^eceocy. 

5  A  peculiar  sort  of  cloth  called  geroMt  so  called  fion  its  betAgt)oloaitd  wttfc  sed  ockie. 

«  A  lope  used  to  tie  up  tteir  bundles  xrf  wood  fersacrifice. 
t  Jieus  Gloerata. 
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Another  sage  wished  them  prosperity,  while  others  bestowed  on  them  long 
life;  thus  all  the  sages,  eminent  for  truth,  poured  on  them  their  benedictions* 

This  surprizing  poem,  methodically  arranged,  applauded  by  the  sages ;  this 
ancient  poem  containing  the  essence  of  poetry,  the  original  of  human  poems, 
did  these  two  famous  and  god  Jike  ones  sing  in  many  palaces,  in  the  presence 
of  kings.  After  this,  Rama,  by  tmsty  messengers,  brought  these  two  singers, 
with  great  respect,  to  the  C^shwttmedha.^  At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies 

^  The  Sacrifice  of  a  horse,  esteemed  by  the  Hindoos  a  most  meritorious  acu 
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they,  commanded  by  him,  sung  this  poem,  in  the  presence  of  the  brahmans-, 
andRam^,  Lukshmunay  Shutrooghna,  Bhttmt^,  and  other  princes.  Vttshwh- 
tha,  Utri,  and  others,  who  utter  the  words  of  the  Vcd^ ,  being  near.  Sur- 
rounded by  BhuYUta  and  his  other  brothers,  and  by  myriads  of  the  people, 
Ramtf ,  sitting  on  a  white  seat  beneath  a  spangled  canopy,  heard  the  Rama« 
Yuna,  the  story  of  his  own  great  exploits,  composed  by  the  sage.  Ram^i  be- 
holding these  two  ingenuous,  beautiful,  god-like  princes,  singing  with  melo- 
dy  equal  to  the  most  cxqusite  instruments,  said  to  LttkshniMW  and  the  rest 
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assembled"^  "  IKear  this  song  full  of  various  incident;,  and  accompanied  with 
music  t^  diese  <fivine  youths*  These  are  singing  to-^  ^ascmlAy  a  song,  de* 
rightful  to^  die  ear;  and  exhilarating  to  the  bodies,  the  minds,  and  the  spirits  of 
all*  These  two  youths,  IC(?oshee  and  Luvai  iinprinted' with  royal  marks,  these 
gjreat  devotees^  are  making  known  my  surprizing  stotj.  written  by  Valmeeb'."^ 
Afterwards  ^se  two^  by  Ranui's  command^  sung  this  poem  from  beginning 
to  end,  Ranur,  meanwhile,  widi  all  who  were  assendbled;  remaining  fixed 
in  attention* 

Thus  far,  the  abstract  of  the  Ramayuntf  composed  by  the  sage» 
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^tfienrar&tKose  ewt>'prrnces  with  melocKous  voice,  sung  in  the  assembly  the 
pocmnsmed  the  Ramayumi;  This  poem-,  herald  of  the  glory  of/kshwakao's 
xace,  contains  die  story  of  those  virtumis  heroes  oTbeundless  renoira,  who^. 
descended  ffqm  Mtin^#  by  their  valour  acqmred  a  mighty.  tiOffxt,  ex«^ 
lendbj^  even  taihe  pcean;  the  fi^  of  whom^  Sugura,  followed  by  lizty  thou^ 
sand  sons,  dug  (the  channels  of),  the  sea^.    Hear  the  viitn«*a]pplanding,|^ 
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em,  the  Ramayt^iitf,  the  pure  words  of  the  sage,  destroying  sin  and  fear,  oph* 
nected  with  holiness,  wealthy  and  every  object  of  desire,  and  amplifying 
the  Veda  and  Smrit/. 

On  the  banks  of  tlie  Swmyoo  is  a  large  country*,  called  Koshwk,  gay  and 
happy,  and  abounding  with  cattle,  com,  and  wealth.  In  that  country  was 
a  famous  city  called  £/yodhya ;  built  formerly  hy  Muaoo  thfc  lord  of  men,  A 
great  city,  twelve  yojunas  in  extent,  the  houses  of  which  stood  in  triple  and 
long  extended  rows.      It  was  rich,  and  perpetually  adorned  with  new  un« 
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provements,  the  stx^ets  and  alleys  were  admirably  disposed,  and  the  piinci« 
pal  streets  well  watered.  It  was  filled  with  merchants  of  various  descriptions, 
and  adorned  with  abundance  of  jewels;  difficult  of  access,  filled  with  spaci- 
ous houses,  beautified  with  gardens^  and  groves  of  mango  trees,  surrounded 
hy  a  deep  and  impassable  moat,  and  completely  furnished  with  arms ;  was  or« 
namenfed  with  stately  gates  and  porticos,  and' constantly  guarded  by  archers. 
As  Mtt^httvun  protects  C^miiravutee  so  did  the  magnanimous  Dusha^ruibai  . 
the  enlarger  of  his  dominions,  protect  £/yodhya,  fortified  by  gates  firmly  bar« 
led,  adorned  with  areas  disposed  in  regular  order,  and  abounding  with  a  vari«> 
ety  of  musical  instruments,  and  warlike  weapons;  and  with  artificex^  of  every 
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Vind.  ProtpcrouSy  of  unequalkd  splendor^  it  was  constantly  crowded  witli  dia» 
rioteerf,  and  messsengers^  fumisbed  with  slmtt^gbnees^  .and  ptfnghas,'  zdontA 
with  banners,  and^liigh  arched  porticos,  constantly  filled  with  dancing  girl^ 
.and  dancing  men,  crowded  widi  elephants,  hordes,  and^jiariots,  withmer- 
chants,  and  embassadors  fr<»n  various  countries,  frequented  by  thechariots  of  the 
gods,  and  adorned  with  the  greatest-magnificence  It  was  decorated  viith  vari« 
iout  kinds  of  jewels^  yfiUed  with  wealthj  and  amply  supplied  wiA  provisions, 

^  ShtfUrgbnte*      This  ^otd  iji^es  literally  an  iostnuDeDt  capable  of  .destrojriqg  a  luift* 
dred  at  once*    Tbe  piutflUs  9mj  it  mcaas  a  cauwik 
^  VmffiiM.i  piohably  a  kind  of  dub 
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beautified  wkh  temple.^  and  the  sacred  chariots,  ^  adorned  with  gardens,  and 
baths^  and  spacious  buildings,  and  full  of  inhabitants.  It  abounded  with 
kamed  sages,  in  honour  equal  to  the  immortals;  it  was  embellished  with 
magnificent  palaces^  the  domes  of  which  resembled  the  tops  of  mountains,  and, 
surrounded  with  ihe  chariots  of  the  ^ods  like  the  t/mttravMtee  of  Indra,  it  re* 
sembkd  a  mine  of  jewels,  or  the  residence  of  Shree  ;*  the  walls  were  variegated 
wkh  divers  sorts  of  gems  like  the  divisions  of  a  chess-boaid,  and  it  was  filled 

1  Probably  the  Rtttba,  a  very  large  carriage  in  which  Jtfgunnatha  is  drawn  in  procession, 
-and  vhicfa  generally  standa  near  hid  temple* 

2  Lukshmee,  the  goddess  of  prosperity. 

N 
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with  heatthful  and"  happy  inhabitants;  the  houses  forme  J  one  continued>ovr, 
of  equal  height^   resounding  with  the  delightful  music  of  the  tabor,  the  flute, 
and  the  harp«     The  city,  echoing  with  the  twang  of  the  bwv,  and.the  sacred 
sound' of  the  Ved^,  was  constantly  filled- with  convivial*  assembhes,  and  socie- 
ties of  happy  men«     It  abounded  with  food  of  the  most  excellent. kind;  the 
inhabitants  were  constandy  fed  with  the  Sbali  ^  rice ;   h  wa«  perfumed  .with 
incense,  chaplets  of  flowers,  and  articles  fOr  sacrifice,  by  their  od6ur  cheering 
the  heart.    It  w^s  guarded  by  heroes. in   strength,  equal    to  the  regents*  of  the 
universe,  and  versed  in  all  the  shastr^s ;  bywarriors,  whoprotectit,  astheby^dxas 
guard  Bhoguvtttee.^      As  the  great  Indru  protects  his  capital,  so  was  this  city, 

^  The  riceprodacedjn  tbe  cold  season,  which  is  aceounted  the  best  kind. 

2  These  arc  eight  demi-gods,  who  ore  said  to  be  placed  at  the  cardinal  and  the  intermediate 
points  of  the  universe. 

3  The  river  of  Patak  or  the  subterraneous  regions,  i.  e.  G-^nga,  who  in  Patab  assun>es  that 
name.  "^llydrat,*  the  original  word  is  Nag^,  vihich  generally  denotes  serpent:  as  some  ol 
these  serpents,  however,  had  many  heads,  the  term  hydra  is  not  wholly  inapplicable  to  thcmlc 
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resembling  that  of  the  gods,  protected  by  king  Dusha-YUtha  the  chief  of  the 
Jkshwakoos.  This  city  was  inhabited  by  the  twice-born,  who  maintained  the 
constant  sacrificial  fire ;  (men)  deeply  read  in  the  Veda  and  its  six  Ungas, 
endowed  with  excellent  qualities,  profusely  generous,  full  of  truth,  zeal,  and 
compassion,  equal  to  the  great  sages,*  and  having  their  minds  and  appetites 
in  complete  subjection. 

The  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  first  book,  containing  a  description  of 

Uyodhydu 

N  n 
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SECT^ION     VI, 

In  this  city  t/yodhya  was  a  king  named  Dusha-rutha,  descended  from 
Ikshwakoo,  perfectly  skilled  in  the  Veda  and  Vedang^s,  prescient,  of  great 
ability,  beloved  by  all  his  people,  a  great  charioteer,j  constant  in  sacrifice, 
eminent  in  sacred  duties,  a  royal  sage,  nearly  equalling  a  Mwhz^rshJ,^  famed 
throughout  the  three  worlds,  mighty,  triumphant  over  his  enemies,  obseri^ant 
of  justice,  having  a  perfect  command  of  his  appetites ;  in  provisions,  wealth, 
and  magnificence  equal  to  Shwkr^,  or  even  to  Yi^hrvvuna,^  and  protecting 
his  subjects  like  Munoa  the  first  sovereign.     This  king,  Dwshd-rwthfl  by  name, 

t  This  was  formerly  esteemed  a  high  accomplishment  among  the  Uiudoos, 

9  There  are  four  kinds  of  sages  or  IXUhis  :  the  Rajwri»h/  or  royal  sage,  the  Muh«rsh/  or  great 

5age,    the  Brwhiui/fshi  or  sacred  sage,  and  the  DevMrbh*  or  divine  sage;  of  these  the  first  is 

esteemed  the  lowest,  aud  the  last  the  highest. 
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was  e^ual  to  the  gods.     By  his  steady  regard  to  truth,  and  his  attention  to 

the  three  Vwrg^s,*    that  city  was  preserved  flourishing,   even  as  Wnwravwtce 

fioorishes  by  the  care  of  Shi^kr^.    In  that  city  of  well-fed,^   happy  people,  no 

one  was  unlearned,  no  one  practised  a  calling  not  his  own,  no  one  dwelt  in 

a  mean  habitation,  no  one  was  unhappy,  none  without  relatii^es.     There  was 

no  nnser,  no  liar,  or  swindle-r,  no  one  proud  or  ra^,  none  nialevolent,  no 

boaster,   no  one  mean-spirited,  no  worthless  person,  none  who  subsisted  on 

1    Dht/rona,  Urthoy  and  Katna :  viz.  religious  duties,  wealthy  and  objects  of  desire. 
^  Well-fed.  The  original  word  (jooshta  is  the  passive  partx^ple  of  the  verb  poosh,  to  feed  or 
nmirLak, 
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the  wealth  of  another;  there  were  none  who  lived  less  thau  a  thousand  years; 
no  one  implacable,  and  none  without  a  numerous  oflFspring.     The  aflFections 
of  the  men  were  fixed  on  their  own  consorts,  and  the  women  were  chaste  and 
obedient  to  their  husbands:    T)oth  stxes  were  patient  and  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  duties  :  No  one  was  without  ear-rings,  or  a  croM*n,i 
or  a   necklace  ;  no  one  went  unperfumed,    or  without  elegant  clothing,  and 
none  were  poor  in  that  magnificient  city.  No  one  was  seen^ith  tarnished  or- 
naments;   no  one  without  a  nishfcfl^  of  gold,    and  none  without  ornaments 
on  the  hands.     There  was  no  one  perverse,  no  impious  person,  no  "brahman 
without  the  constant  fire,^  no  neglecter  of  sacrifice,  no  man  who  gave  less  to 
the  brahmans  than  a  thousand  (rupees),   no  one  inX/yodhya  who  did  not  pro« 

1  A  crown.    The  Ilmdoos  now  wear  a  mookooia  or  crown  at  their  weddings.     It  was  formerly 
worn  on  other  occasions. 

2  Nishka,  a  certain  weight  of  gold. 

3  A  sacrificial  fire,  kindled  by  a  father  at  the  birth  of  a  son,  witli  which  all  his  religious  ac- 
tions, requiring  fire,  are  performed,  and  his  body  is  burnt  after  death. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


sect;  vf .]  THE'  'RAMAYUNA,  103 

.    v 

JT  B^l\r  ^.^iiiff  ^gft(Fi^  ^nip^j  15 1 1 

perly  discharge  the  duties  of  life.  All  the  twice  born  ^  there,  were  devoted  to 
their  respective  duties ;  (Brahmans)  were  constant  in  sacrifice  and  in  reading  the 
Veda,  and  averse  to  receiving  (gifts)  ;  no  man  was  an  atheist,  a  Jiar,  or  pas-- 
sionate,  there  was  no  tale-Bearer,  or  person  infirm,  nor  any  one  unclean.* 
No  one  there,  fed  on  unclean  things,^  no  one  was  parsimonious,  no  one 
unperfumed,  no  one  insincere.;  there  was  no  one  afflicted  there,  and  none 
unadorned  with  ornaments >     The  women  in  J7yodhya,  endued  with  beauty, 

1  Bfahmans,  Kshutras  and  Vishyoa.  The  two  Idtter,  as  well  as  tbe  former,  were  initiated 
into  their  respective  tribes^  by  investiture  with  the  sacred  thread ;  this  is  called  a  second  birth. 

«  Unclean,     i.  e.  Ceremonially  unclean. 

3  Tilings  forbidden  by  the  shastra,  as  fowls,  tame  hbgs,  &c. 

♦  Here  is  evidently  a  degree  of  tautology.  The  Asiatic  mod^  of  heapirig-epithet  upon 
epithet,  not  always  \vith  a  due  regard  to  precision,  is  easily  discernible  in  this  description, 
znd  in  many  other  parts  of  the  poem.- 
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wit,  sweetness,  prudence,  industry,  and  every  good  <jiiality,  were  adorned 
with  cleani  ornaments,  and  dressed  in  clean  apparel ;  no  one  was  unwise, 
malevolent,  deformed,  or  idle.  In  t/yodhya  there  was  no  one  unfortunate,  of 
narrow  mind,  or  wretched,  no  one  uneasy,  no  diseased  person,  no  one  afEict- 
ed  with  fear,  nor.  could  one  be  found  in  t/yodhya  disaflFected  to  his  sovereign, 
.Men  inhabited  this  city,  who  attained  a  good  old  age,  devoted  to  truth, 
hospitable,  andduly  regardful  of  their  superiors,  their  ancestors,  and  the  gods. 
The  Kshtttrjs,  the  superior  JBrabmans,  the  Vishy^js,  and  ihe  Shi?odr^s  were 

1  The  ornaments  worn  by  die   Hindoo  women  on  their  hands  a:nd  feet  retfuire  perpetual  at- 
tention to  keep  them  bright ;   hence  mention  is  so  frequently  made  of  clean  ornaments. 
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devoted  to  their  sovereign.       Shunkturas,^   none  were  either  born,   or  became 
thus  degraded  by  their  conduct.     That  city  was  governed  by  the  chief  of 
ikshwakoo's  race,  as  the  earth  had  been  by  Munoo  the  lord  of  men.     By 
thousands  of  warriors,  fierce  as  the.  glowing  fire,  and  unconquered  in  battle 
was  it  guarded,   as  the  dens  of  the  mountains  are  guarded  by  lions.      It 
was   filled   with  horses    produced'  iu    Kamvoj^,    Vanayc>c>,    Nttdee,   and 
Vahh'y    resembling  the  horses  of  Ht^n;'     and  with   elephants  produced 
upon    the    mountains    Vmdhu,     and     tiimuvut,    from    the    families    of. 
Pttdmanjwnj,  Bhudrtf,  Mtdltf,  and  Mriga  ;,  puissant, , trusty,  brave,  generous,^ 
and  patient,    scorning  to  steal  a  victoiy,    tusked  elephants  of  the  race  of 
Iravi^ta,    and  Vamtmtf,    of  Bhudra^    MuWa,    Bhudr^-mdl^,    and   Mnga* 
^  Mixed  casts,  or  casts  formed  by  unlawful  mixtures.        *  /ndra. 
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muViU  ;  elephants  always  intoxicate^,  comely,  Dantd;s,i  in  size  resembling 
mountains.  Their  stalls  encompassed  the  abode  of  truth,  the  residence  of 
the  sinless  Diidw-mtha,   to  the  extent  of  a  yojwna  on  every  side.  This 

peerless  city,  the  abode  of  truth,  guarded  by  strong  gates  and  bars,  adorned 
with  palaces  and  pleasant  gardens,  encircled  with  walls,  and  filled  with 
wealthy  inhabitants,    did  the  lord  of  Koshula  nourish. 

Thus  the  sixth  Swurga  of  the  first  book  of  the  Ramaywn^, 


1  Elephants  uho  emit  a  certain  liquor  called  dana  from  the  top  of  the  head,  are  called  Danta. 
This  is  the  explanation  which  the  commentaries  give:  danta  however,  meaasatootb;  and 
this  may  possibly  be  the  meaning  here. 
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The  courtiers  of  the  great  descendant  of  /kshwako^  were  possessed  of  every 
excellence,  wise,  capable  of  understanding  a  nod,  constantly  devoted  to  their 
beloved  (lord).  Eight  of  the  virtuous  counsellors  of  this  king  were  particu- 
larly famous,  and  incessantly  engaged  in  the  royal  aflFairs :  the  great  Dhn'sht/, 
luyuvtOf  Viyuya^  Szddharth^,  £/'tywrth(2-sadhttka,  Z/shoka,  Mwntrj-pal^j,  and 
S(?oniwntrJ.  His  two  chosen  priests  were  the  excellent  Vttshtshthtf,  and  Vtf- 
ma-deva.  After  these  were  his  counsellors,  Nttyujno,  Javal/,  Kashyupa,  Gou^ 

Oa 
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tuma^  the  venerable  Markwndey^,  and  Katyaywn^.  With  these  sacred  sages 
were  the  ancient  priests^  of  the  king,  modest,  submissive,  profound  in  the  lay, 
of  subdued  appetites,  obedient,  active,  disinterested,  forbearing,  venerable, 
pleasant,  not  avaricious,  patient,  eminent  in  truth  and  virtue,  and  ignorant 
of  nothing  which  related  to  themselves,  or  others,  neither  of  the  designs  of 
those  unfriendly  to  the  king,  well  acquainted  with  sacred  duties,  popular 
customs,   and  the  duties  of  ascetics.       Obser\rant  of  affairs  in  every  place, 

1  Vushistha  Vama^deva  and  otfaen;  theformer  of  whom  had  been  priest  to  the  family  for 
several  generations. 
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they  were  attentive  to  the  treasury  and  to  the  army,  impartially  awarding 
punishment,  even  to  their  own  sons  when  guilty,  free  from  oppression,  through 
regard  to  justice  not  causing  an  enemy  to  suflFer  unmerited  punishment,  ac- 
quainted with  knowledge  divine  and  human,  worthy  of  their  ancestors,  con- 
stantly protecting  the  diflFerent  tribes  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  life,  carefully 
preserving  the  treasuries,  punishing  those  who  seek  not  the  prosperity  of 
brahmans,  lenient  in  punishing,  and  mighty  to  assist  others,  not  opposed  to 
each  other,  affectionate,  speaking  with  tenderness,  averse  to  detraction,  full 
of  excellence,  not  arrogant,  comely  in  dress,  excellent  in  disposition,  not 
confident  about  doubtful  matters,  40voted  to  the  sovereign's  word,  and 
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thoroughly  attwichcd  to  his  person,  famous  on  account  of  their  own  excellencies, 
and  endued  with  honour,  beauty,  and  virtue,  eminent  in  the  use  of  the  best 
weapons,  and  illustrious  by  the  display  of  justice,  understanding,  and  every 
good  quality.  By  the  vioilence  of  these  were  all  the  casts  held  to  their  proper 
employ.  Neither  in  the  city  nor  in  the  whole  coimtry  was  there  a  thief,  or  any 
one  unclean ;  no  wicked  person  was  found,  no  one  who  dishonoured  his  neigh- 
bour's wife :  protected  by  these,  the  whole  kingdom  remained  in  perfect  secu- 
rity, the  country,  the  cities,  and  the  army  were  all  in  a  flourishing  state,  Dusha« 
rwtha  the  king,  possessed  of  such  courtiers,  virtuously  governed  the  world  and 
rendered  it  happy.     Inspecting  the  whole  earth,  by  his  spies  as  the  sun  by 
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his  rays,  the  descendant  of  Ashwakoo  found  no  person  of  a  hostile  mind. 
Surrounded  by  all  these  counsellors,  learned,  faithful,  eminent,  seeking 
hy  wise  counsels  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  Dwshd-rutha  shone  resplendant 
as  the  sun  irradiating  the  world. 

Thus  far  the  section  describing  the  countries. 
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SECTION  VIII, 


To  this  magnanimous  king,  acquainted  with  every  duty,  pre-eminent 
in  virtue,  and  performing  sacred  austerities  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  chidren, 
there  was  no  son  to  perpetuate  his  family.  At  length  in  the  anxious  mind  of 
this  noble  one  the  thought  arose,  "  Why  do  I  not  perform  an  17shwtOTiedha 
to  obtain  a  son  ?'"  The  wise  and  virtuous  king  with  all  his  counsellors, 
whom  he  regarded  as  himself,  having  ascertained  that  it  was  proper  to  pre- 
form the  sacrifice,  saidtoSoomwntr<:j,  the  chief  of  the  counsellors,  "Spec- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ncT.  var.  J  THE  KAMAYimX  113 


^^^  ^«?m  ^EPHTitftr  T##R  I 

vidily  bring  all  my  preceptors  and  priests/^  At  this  Sownimtr^,  quick  in  exe* 
cutioni  going  speedily,  brought  Sooytyna,  Vamtf-devtt,  Javali,  Kashyvpa,  and 
the  priest  Vtfsheshthtf,  all  of  them  eminent  in  the  vedtf,  with  the  rest  of  the 
eminent  twice  born.  The  pious  king  Dusha  rttth^ ,  having  paid  them  tespectfiil 
homage,  addressed  them  in  these  vittuous,  affectionate,  and  mild  words,  "  I 
who  am  so  desirous  of  children,  enjoy  not  this  happiness,  on  which  account 
I  have  determined  to  perform  an  47shwumedha,  which  I  would  accomplish 
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in  a  manner  exactly  conformable  to  the  Shastr^s.  Consider  in  what  way  T 
can  obtain  my  wish."  Vushishtha  and  the  other  brahnians  approving,  higHy: 
applauded  the  word  proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  the  king;  and  all,  pleased^ 
thus  answered  Dusha-rtttha:  "Let  the  things  needful  for  the  sacrifice  be 
brought,  and  the  horse  be  loosed.  On  the  north  bank  of  the  Swrwyoo  let  a, 
place  for  the  sacrifice  be  appointed.  You,  O  king,  who,  for  the.  sake  of  chil«w 
dren,  have  formed  this  holy  resolution,  will  assuredly  obtain  the  sons  you  de«>^ 
sire/'  Hearing  these  words  of  the  twice-born,  he  king  was  glad;  and,  with, 
eyes  overflowing  with  joy,  said  to  his  counsellors^     "At  the  command  of  my 
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preceptors,  bring  hither  the  sacrificial  implements  and  speedily  loose  the  horse 
fully  caparisoned,  and  attended  by  a  teacher;  prepare  the  place  for  the  sacrific* 
on  the  north  shore  of  the  Suruyoo ;  be  abundant  in  the  Shantt^  according  to 
the  rule  «  and  the_ordinance.  All  kings  may  reap  the  fruit  of  this  sacrifice  per- 
formed without  a  melancholy  defect.  The  crafty  Bruhm^i  Rakshuses  earnestly 
seek  for  a  flaw  in  this  business.  Whoever  performs  a  sacrifice  without  due 
regard  to  the  ordinance,    inunediately  comes   to  nought.      Let  able  men 

1  Sbanti,  pacification,  preliminary  ceremoQies,  designed  to  avert  inauspicious  circumstatioet 
at  the  sacrifice. 

t  K»lpa,  the  section,  or  treatise  relating  to  this  ceremony. 

pp 
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tl^refore  be  appointed  Co  conduct  this  my  sacrifice^  that  it  may  be  acconx^ 
plishcd  according  to  the  ordinance.  All  the  counsellors^acquiescing,  applauded 
these  words  of  the  lord  of  the  earth.  Then  all  the  Wrtuou?  twice-born,  ac- 
quainted with  every  duty,,  having  received  the  king's  command,  returned  home«. 
Having  disnusscd  thebrahmans,  the  king  said  to  bis  counsellors,  *'  Prepare 
the  sacrifice,  as  you  have  beea  instracted  by  the  officiating  priests."^     The 

1  Officiating  priests.  Different  parts  of  the  ceremony  are  performed  by  difTcrent  orders 
€f  prie  ts ;  as  the  l/dhwf/ry?,  who  repeats  the  muntroso^  the  Yujoot  Veda.  Those  here  alluded 
to  are  the  Ritw^ks  who  offer  the  oblation. 
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sovereign  monarch  having  said  this,  dismissed  his  counsellors,  and  entered  his 
own  house.  Afterwards  going  to  his  beloved  wives,  he  said,  *''  I  will  perform 
a  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  son;  you,  therefore  commence  the 
Deeksha."^  At  these  exhilerating  words,  the  water-lily  faces  of  there  beautiful 
queens  brightened  like  the  water  lily  at  the  departure  of  the  cold  season. 

The  charioteer  having  heard  this,  said  to  the  king,  "  Hearken  to  a  story 
contained  in  an  antient  chronicle,  formerly  related  to  me  by  a  venerable  priest . 
O  King,  the  divine  Sanut-k^^c^mara,  the  sages  being  near  him,  formerly  predict- 

1  Certain  ceremonies  preliminary  to  sacrifice.     Tlxey  differ  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
aaciiQce  wl^ich  they  precede. 
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cd  yqur  having  a  son.  There  is  here  a  son  of  Kushyupa  called  Vzbhandtt* 
kdJ ;  who  will  have  a  son  known  by  the  name  Rtshy^z-shnnga.  This  son  of 
the  sage,  bom,  nourished,  and  residing  in  the  wood,  \nll  know  no  human  crea- 
ture except  his  father.  This  great  one  will  be  a  perpetual  Bri/hmachttry^;^  his 
severe  austerities  will  be  famous  among  men.  Devoted  to  mortification  and 
the  sacrificial  fire,  his  time  will  be  spent  in  attendance  upon  his  illustrious 
father.  At  this  time,  the  courageous  Loma-pad^,  the  renowned  md  valiant, 
1  The  name  of  a  sect  of  devotees  who  practise  continual  mortification. 
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will  be  king  in  Unga.i  Through  that  king's  misconduct  there  will  be  a  tnost 
dreadfiil  drought,  which  will  fill  every  one  with  terror*  On  account  of  this 
drought,  the  distressed  king,  calling  the  brahmans,  gi^^^  ^^  ^^^  Ved^  will 
say,  *'  You  are  enunentin  the  Veda,  and  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  men, 
direct  to  some  act  by  which  sin  may  be  expiated.'^  Thus  addressed  by  the 
king,  those  excellent  brahmans,  deep  in  the  Vedos/ will  say  to  him,  <<  O  king, 
by  any  method  bring  hither  the  son  of  V^'bhanduka."   Having,  O  king,  with 

1  The  Ptfndtts  agree  in  saying  tbat  this  country  lay  east  of  Bengal.       They  suppose  itto  b6 
^e  present  Ava  which,  according  to  Col.  Symes,  is  written  Ungwa. 
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much-respect^  brought  this  brahman,  eminent  in  the  Ved^,  Rishya-shrmgn.the 
son  of  V^'bhandttlui,  give  him  your  daughter  Shanti  in  maniage,  according 
to  the  appointed  oxxiinance.  1The  king,  hearing  their  words,  will  be  filled 
with  anxiety:  *'By  wbat.mean«  shall  1  bring  this  mighty  one."  Unable 
to  ascertain  by  what  means  he  may  be  brought,  the  king  calling  his  courtiers, 
the  priests,  and  others  eminent  in  counsel,  will  debate  the  matter  with  them. 
When  they,  asked,  will  not  be  able  to  find  a  sure  method,  the  king  will  say 
:to  the  counsellors,  bring  Rishy^-shnnga,  the  son  of  the  sage  from  the  forest. 
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• 
They,  hearing  the  words  of  the  king,  will  again  reply,  '*  O  lord  of  men  we 
cannot  go  through  fear  of  the  sage."  Afterwards,  having  contrived  many  me- 
thods, they  will  say,  "We  will  bring  him :  it  will  be  no  crime/'  The  Sove- 
reign of  the  earth,  hearing  this,  by  the  advice  of  his  counsellors,  will  fix  upon 
the  third  day,  replying,  "Alluring  him  from  his  father's  hermitage  by  courtc- 
scans  in  the  disguise  of  sages,  I  will  bring  the  sage's  son.  ^  At  the  coming  of 
this  wise  son  of  the  sage,  the  Dcva^  will  give  rain  upon  the  earth."  After  this 

I  *  Sovereign  of  the  earth/  This  is  the  literal  meaning  of  the  word  Pn'thivee-pttti,  1.  e.  Pn- 
thivee,  the  earth,  and  P«u*,  lord  or  ruler.  It  is  evident  however,  that  the  liindoo  writers 
use  this,  and  similar  epithets,  with  little  regard  to  precision. 

t  Iiidva,  < 
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the  king  will  give  to  him  in  marriage,  in  the  appointed  manner,  his  own 
daughter^  Santa,  beautiful,  generous,  and  accomplished.  Thus  will  the  migh- 
ty Kisliya-shringa,  the  great  devotee,  become  the  son  in  law  of  the  royal  sage 
Lom^-padfl.  That  most  energetic  one,  having  poured  an  oblation  on  the  sa- 
crificial fires,  will  procure  the  sons  so  earnestly  desired  by  Dusha-rutha^" 
These  words  of  Sunul  koomar^,  spoken  in  the  midst  of  the  sages  and  heard  by 
me,  the  wise  and  renowned  Loira-pad'^,  king  of  C^ng^,  with  his  counsellors, 

^  She  was  really  the  dauj^hler  of  Dusha-ruihay  as  the  sequel  of  Iht*  story  will  shew;,  but 
having  been  adopts U  by  Loiii«-pddc/,  she  is  here  ciulcd  his  own  danghtor,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  llf'ndoos. 
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received  with  approbation,  Dwshtr-rwth^  hearing  these  words,  said^  ^'Let 
the  story  of  Rzshy^-shrmg^z,  the  virtuous,  the  good,  the  'Rmhmvchvxya^ 
devotee,  brought  up  with  deer,  a  Bn^hmwcharee  from  his  childhood,  be 
related  at  length." 

Thus  far  the  ninth  Swwga  of  the  first  kand^^ 
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SECTION  IX. 

Soomuntra  thus  requested,  began  r  "  Hear  me  relate  the  method  by  which 
the  counsellors  brought  Rishya-shringa.  The  priests  and  counsellors  then 
said  to  Lomtf-pad^,  'The  contrivance  of  a  method  to  accomplish  this  is 
beyond  our  ability.  R/shya-shrmg^  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  forest,  devoted  to 
religious  austerities  and  the  study  of  the  Ved^^s,  and  totally  unacquainted 
with  women  and  the  concerns  of  life  and  pleasure.  By  things  gratifying  to  the 
senses,  and  fascinatin^r  to  the  heart  of  man,  allure  him  from  the  forest.     Let 
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females  young,  wily,  and  versed  in  all  the  arts  of  allurement,  go  thither  in  the 
habit  of  sages,  and  privately,  as  they  have  opportunity,  by  any  device,  engage 
his  attention  and  bring  him  hither/  The  king,  with  his  counsellors,  having 
heard  this,  reflecting  replied,  Be  it  so.  Then  putting  this  advice  into  execu- 
tion, the  king  planted  fruit-trees,  with  their  branches  entire,  and  the  earth  about 
their  roots,  and  also  trees  of  sandal  wood,  in  large  boats,  which  he  filled  with 
pejfamed  liquors  and  delicious  fruits.      Then  enchanting  damsels  and  cour- 
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tezpjis  being  collected,  went  in  these  boats  to  the  wood  where  the  Mooni  resided. 
Arri\'ing  at  the  uninhabited  forest,  the  abode  of  the  wise  son  of  the  sage,  who, 
constantly  instructed  by  his  father,  abode  in  the  ieimitage,  and  never  passed 
its  boundaries.  To  gain  a  sight  of  the  wise  son  of  the  sage,  they  remained  at 
a  small  distance  from  the  hermitage,  and,  trembling  for  fear  of  V/bbandz^ktZ, 
hid  themselves  in  the  forest  beneath  the  wide-spieading  creepers,  and 
climbing  plants.  Learning  by  their  attendants,  that  the  sage  was  gone  from 
his  hermitage,  they,  in  the  view  of  the  sage's  son,  played  with  various  and 
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sportive  gambols,  singing  and  romping  with  leaps  and  reboundings,  some 
inebriated,  leaping  and  falling,  others  with  water  liJy  hands,  ogling  with  their 
eyes  and  brows,  produced  sensations  of  unchaste  desire.  With  the  jingle  of 
the  Noopcor^^  and  the  singing  of  the  kok^ks,  the  wood  was  rendered  vocal 
like  the  city  of  the  Gz^ndlu^rv^s.  Striking  each  other  with  their  gar- 
ments, and  their  ddicate  hand-ornaments,  these  damsels  adorned  with  neck- 
laces of  odoriferous  flowers,^    and  perfumed  with  sweet  scentcj  powders, 

1  An  croament  for  the  feet  furnished  with  bells.  '      • 

'^    Bracelets  or  chaplets  of  fxowcrs. 
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sported  about  that  they  mijjht  excite  the  impure  desires  of  the  wise  son 
■of  the  sage.       Astonished  at  this  navel  sight,   Rxshy^-shn'ng^  viewing  thc:,c 

beautiful  females  of  slender  waist,  adorned  with  ornaments  curiously  wrought, 
;ind  singing  with  melodious  voices,  came  out  of  his  hermitage.  The  son  of 
V/bhandz(kfl,  O  king,  having  never  from  the  day  of  his  birth  seen  women, 
man,  or  an  inhabitant  of  any  city  or  country,  going  near  them  with  excited 
curiosit)',  stood  greatly  amazed-     The  inebriated  females  of  elongated  tyts  ^ 

1  Eyes  which  have  the  coroer«  considerably  elongated  are  esteemed  a  mark  of  great  beauty 
aiuong  the  lUndooSy  particularly,  says  the  pundit,  if  they  extend  to  the  ears! 
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and  mellifluous  speech,  seeing  his  surprize,  sung  a  soft,  slow  air,  and  ?ip^ 
proaching  him,  said,  "  Who  arc  you?  Whose  son  are  you  thus  suddenly 
come  to  us  ?  Tell  us  why  you  wander  in  this  uninhabited  forest  ?  We  wish 
to  know  who  you  are ;  O  sir,  answer  us  truly."  Thus  addressed,  the  son  of 
Vfbhandi^k^,  captivated  by  the  view  of  these  alluring  females,  (a  sight  to 
him  perfectly  new,)  began  to  relate  bis  own  story.  '  *'  My  father  is  a  great 
sage^   of  the  family  of  Kushyupa,  Vtbhanduka  by  name.     I  am  his  son, 
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called  Rishya'shringa  :  Why  are  you  thus  suddenly  come  to  my  hermitage  T 
Tell  me  speedily  what  is  your  employ.  Our  hermitage  rs  near  at  hand,  sto- 
red with  delicious  roots  and  fruits,  there  will  I  entertain  you  all.  Come/' 
'  Hearing  the  words  of  the  sage's  son,  their  inclination  was  excited,  and  they 
all  went  together  to  see  the  hermitag,e.  Rtshyfl-shrmgfl,  the  son  of  thfi  sage, 
presented  them  respectfully  ^vith,  seats,  and  with  Urghya,  and  water  to  wash 
their  feet ;  he  then  regaled  them  with  delicious  roots  and  fruits.  Having  re- 
ceived these  favours,  they,  fearing  the  sage's  curse,    were  anxious  to  depart, 
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and,  smiling,  said  in  soft  accents,  **0  sinless  son  of  the  sage,  if  it  be  agreeable 
eat  some  of  the  fruits  produced  in  our  hermitage.  At  this,  O  lord  of  the 
earth,  they  gave  him  delicious  confectionaries  resembling  fruits,  and  excellent 
honey,  and  various  other  kinds  of  food,  saying,  ''Drink  the  water  of  this  Teer- 
tha"^  These  courtezans  then,  inebriated  with  the  wine  (of  desire)  smiling, 
embraced  him  and  pressed  him  repeatedly  to  their  breast,  and,  applying  their 
fragrant  mouths  to  his  ear,  began  to  whisper.  He,  supposing  their  sweetmeats 
to   be  fruits,    tasted  these  hitherto  untasted  delicacies,  and,   drinking  wine 

^  Teertlui,  a  place  to  which  devotees  resort. 

R« 
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sweet  as  honey,  became  merry.  Fascinated  by  the  touch  of  these  women, 
he  felt  recriprocal  desire.  At  length,  asking  permission  of  the  sage's  son, 
they  departed,  pointing  him  to  their  own  hermitage  at  a  small  distance. 
They  being  gone,  R/shy^z-shnngj,  anxious  through  their  departure,  could 
obtain  no  repose. 

After  this,  the  divine  descendant  of  Kvshyu^a  coming  to  his  dwelling 
and  seeing  Rishy^-shrmg^  pensive  and  absorbed  in  thought,  asked  him, 
"Why  dost  thou  not  rejoice  at  my  coming?  I  perceive  O  son,  that  to 
day  thou  art  immersed  in  a  sea  of  anxiety ;   this  is  not,  at  any  time,  the  way 
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• 
of  those  devoted  to  sacred  austerities.  Tell  me  speedily,  O  son,  what  has 
produced  this  change  ?  ^*  Thus  addressed  by  the  descendant  of  Kt^hywp^ , 
he  replied  to  his  father,  "O  divine  Sir,  (certain)  men  of  beautiful  eyes,  ^  seen 
here  by  me,  touched  me  with  soft  balls  of  a  surprizing  form  produced  from  their 
breast,  and  repeatedly  embraced  me  :  they  sung  soft  and  ravishing  airs,  sage, 
and  sported,  and  moved  their  eye-brows  in  a  surprizing  manner.  The  divine 
hearing  the  words  of  Rishy^-shrmgtf,  said,  "The  Rubhuses,  to  destroy  thy 
*  Here  Risbya-shnoga  again  makes  a  mistake  in  tke  gend«r. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


134  THE  RAMAYIW^l.  {jaooKU 

^ftfcir  T^^*IW<M1M  ^  5llTtR  ^  f  53  f  I 

devotion,  have  come  in  this  form.  O  son,  it  is  not  proper  for  thee  in  any  way 
to  trust  them.  The  sage,  the  descendant  of  K^shyttp^,  having  said  this  to 
Rzshy^-shrmg(7,  comforting  him,  remained  one  night,  and  returned  into 
the  forest. 

The  next  day  Rishyj-shrmga  hastened  to  the  place  which  the  captivating, 
beautifiil-eyed  damsels  had  shewn  him.  They  from  a  distance  seeing  the  son 
of  K«shyMpfl  coming,  went  to  meet  him,  and  snuling,  said,  "O  sir,  behold  this 
pleasant  hermitage  of  ours»      After  being  respectfully  entertained,  you  shall 
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return."  Hearing  these  their  captivating  words,  he,  expressing  a  wish  to  go, 
these  damsels  then  brought  him  (along  with  them.)  While  they  were  bring- 
ing away  the  son  of  the  sage,  the  clouds  poured  forth  a  plentiful  shower, 
rejoicing  the  world,. 

VtbhancUka  the  divine  sage,  laden  with  roots  and  fruits,  the  produce  of 
the  wood,  now  entered  his  hermitage.  Finding  the  abode  empty,  and  earnest 
to  see  his  son,  he  weary  and  with  unwashed  feet,  called  out,  Rfshy^-vshnngt/, 
looking  on  every  side.  The  divine  sage,  the  descendant  of  Kwshytip^  was  not 
able  to  find  his  son;  then  leaving  the  wood^  he  beheld  at  a  distance  a  village,. 
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• 
On   the   road,   he  constantly  enquired  respecting  the  villages  and  herds. 

**  Whose  is  this  beautiful  estate,  and  these  numerous  herds  ?  All  the  herds- 
men, hearing  these  words  of  the  sage,  with  joined  hands  humbly  replied,  "  By 
Lom^-padtf ,  the  renowned  king  of  i7nga,  honouring  Rzshyi2-shr/nga  the  son 
of  Vzbhandttka,  are  these  villages  and  herds  given  to  the  di\ane  sage.  The 
sacred  sage  thus  addressed,  beholding,  by  the  eye  of  meditation,  wllat  lirould 
come  to  pass,  was  pleased,  and  desisted  h-om  farther  enquiry^ 
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The  pious  son  of  the  sage,  pleasantly  seated  on  the  boat,  arrived  at  the 
TOjal  city,  darkening  the  atmosphere  with  mighty  thunder.  The  great  king 
going  to  meet  the  brahman,  who  had  arrived  with  the  rain,  worshipped  him 
with  his  head  bowing  to  the  earth,  and  having  sent  the  priest  before  him,  pre- 
sented him  with  the  Urgha.  Then  the  king,  with  the  court,  went  to  the  sage, 
and  cheering  him,  with  the  greatest  respect,  furnished  him  with  accommo* 
dations  suitable  td  so  great  a  person  ;  he  himself  attending  him.  After 
this,  that  he  might  feel  no  inconvenience,  the  king  with  serene  mind  gave  him 
in  marriage  his  daughter  the  lotos-eyed  Shanta,  and  thus  obtained  happi- 

V 
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ness.  The  illustrious  Rishya-shnng^,  highly  honoured  by  the  king^,  thus 
abode  there  with  his  spouse  Shanta ;  and  Vzbhandz^k^,  the  illustrious,  the 
sacred  sage,  the  most  excellent  twice  bom>  hearing  the  whole  of  this  affair^ 
dismissed  his  anxiety  and  departed  again  to  his  hermitage. 

Thus  far  the  ninth  Section,  containing  the  story  of  Rjshytf-shring^. 
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SECTION    X. 

Attend  farther,  O  thou  of  mighty  arm,  to  the  words  spoken  by  Sunut^koO'- 
maira,  and  heard  by  me.  ^'  Bom  of  Tkshwakoa's  race  there  will  be  a  most 
renowned  king,  by  name  Dashtf-rtttlw,  wise  and  tmly  brave.  This  mighty 
one  will  form  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Unga^  and  will  have  a  most  fortu« 
nate  daughter  called  Shanta.  Lom^-pada  the  king  of  Unga  will  be  childless; 
that  king  will  therefore  iatreat  king  Di^sha-rutha :    ^l  O  Friend^  with  placid 

Sift 
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mind  bestow  your  daughter,  the  beautiful  Shanta,  upon  childless  me,  that  V, 
may  obtain  a  son."^  Dwsha-rwth^,  by  nature  compassionate,  hearing  this, 
will  give  his  daughter  Shanta. to  the  Sovereign  of  t^ng^.  Having  received 
the  damsel  he,  highly  pleased,  will  depart  to  his  own  city,  his  anxiety  being 
removed,  and  his  utmost  wishes  accomplished*  That  king  will  give  this  ^ 
damsel  to  Rishyfl-shrmg^j^.  Shuta-krutoo,^  through  some  fault  of  the  king's, 
does  not  rain  on  his  possessions,   but  through  the  coming  of  R?shy/z-shnngtf 

1  That  adopting  her  as  his  own  daughter,  he  might  marry  her  to  some  one,  and  thus  obtain 
ctfipring* 

s  India,    From  shuta  a  hundred,  and  krutoo  a  sacrifice. 
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he  will  again*  send  rain.  Having  obtained' a  spouse,  Rishy^-shnng^  will  be- 
highly  pleased ;  and  king  Dusha-mthfl,  well*  acquainted  with  duty,  desirous  of 
oflFering  a  sacrifice  with  joined  hands,  will  also  espouse  her  to  Rtshya-shnnga. 
the  eminent  twice  bom :  the  lord  of  men  will  then  obtain  from  the  sage's  son 
his  desire  with  regard  to  sacrifice,  and  children,  and  heaven:  he  will  obtain 
four  sons  of  boundless  energy,  who  will  increase  the  fame,  the  renown,  the 
honour,  the  virtue,  and  the  number  of  their  race."  Thus  the  divine  sage 
S»ntft4u7omara  narrated  these,  future  things  in  the  assembly  of  the  sages. 
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Go  therefore,  O  chief  of  kings,  and  bring  the  son  of  Vibhanduka,  appointing 
him  your  own  gooroo.  Hearing  the  good  counsel  of  Soomuntra^  Dicsha- 
rutha  going  to  Vush^'shthtf  said,  **  Soomuntra  says  thus :  it  is  yours  to  give 
the  order/'  Vushishth^t  hearing  this,  acquiesced  in  his  wish.  Commanded 
by  Vushjshtha,  the  king,  with  joyful  mind,  at  the  word  of  Soomtrntr^ ,  speedily 
prepared  for  his  journey.  For  the  purpose  of  inviting  Rishya-shrtnga,  the 
king,  attended  by  his  counsellors  and  priests,  and  those  of  the  ixmer  apart- 
ments,! prepared  to  go  to  the  city  where  the  chief  twice  born  one  dwelt. ' 

1  Women* 
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Having  passed  through  various  countries,  he  in  a  short  time  entered  the  de- 
lightful city  of  Lonid:-pad/z,  welcomed  in  the  most  respectful  manner.  There 
in  the  palace  of  Lomtf-pad<2,  the  king  found  the  son  of  the  sage,  in  lustre 
like  the  glowing  fire*  Dusha-ruiha^  attended  by  his  belo\'ed  (women),  was 
received  with  the  greatest  affection  by  the  esteemed  Lom^-pad^,  This 
great  one,  thus  welcomed,  after  remaining  seven  or  eight  days,  saiJ^ 
*^'  O  hero,  Lord  of  the  Vishy^s,  jH-onounce  it  proper  for  your  daughter  Shanta 
and  her  husband^  to  depart  to  my  city."   King  Lomtf-padiZ  having  consented, 
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speedily  went  to  the  city  of  Rishy^-shnng^  the  wise  son  of  the  sage,  and 
acquainting  him  with  the  matter,  said,  "This  king  Dusha-rutha,  my  distin- 
guished friend,  granted  to  me  when  childless,  this  beautiful  <lamsel,  his  best  , 
beloved  daughter  Shanta,  that  I  might  obtain  posterity.  This  king,  O 
brahman,  is  your  father  in-law,  even  as  I  am:  O  most  excellent  twice  born, 
he,  desirous  of  obtaining  a  son,  rests  his  hopes  wholly  upon  you.  You  cau 
enable  him.earnestly  desirous  of  offspring,  to  accomplish  the  requisite  sacrifice^ 
Going  hence  with  your  spouse,  fully  accomplish  his  desire.  The  sage's  son 
i:onsenting  with   his   wife   followed  the  king.     Afterward  king  Loma-pad^, 
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liaving  embraced,  and  highly  honoured  king  Dusha-ruthdj  advised  him  to  re* 
turn  to  his  own  city.  Then  he  dismissed  in  a  friendly  manner,  took  theemi* 
nent  twice  bom  and  Shanta  with  him.  and  at  a  convenient  time  departed. 

King  D^sh^-rutha  then  sent  messengers  before  him  with  the  good  news  to 
his  own  city,  saying,  *^  At  my  command  go  quickly  from  hence,  and  let  my 
capital  without  delay  be  every  where  completely  adorned,  perfumed  with 
incense,  watered,  made  perfectly  clean,  and  decorated  with  flags/'  Upon 
this,  the  people  of  the  town,  overjoyed  to  hear  of  the  king's  return,  prepared 
the  town  in  all  respects,  as  they  were  commanded*      Afterwards  the  king 
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placing  the  most  excellent  twice  bom  one  before^  1  entered:  his  adorned  city: 
with  the  music  of  the  Shutikha,^  and  the  D(?ondoobht.  All  the  citizens: 
seeing  the  twice  bom  (one)  enter  the  town  honoured  by  the  sovereign  o£ 
men,  as  Kashywp^^in  heaven  by  the  thou,^and-eyed  /ndr^,  were  filled  with« 
joy.  Having  introduced  him  to  the  inner  apartments,  and  honoured  him 
according  to  the  Shastras,  the  king,  in  obtaining  him,  considered  his  work 
as  completed;  and  all  those  of  the  inner  apartments  seeing  Shanta  with. 
elongated  eyes  return  with  her  husband,  were  filled  wuth  pleasure  and  joy,. 

1  In.tokea:a£ superiority*.  s  TheCoucfaU 

3  Tlift  tabor.  4  Vnhtfsptttf. 
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Adored  by  others,  and  filled  with  continual  joy,  the  son  of  the  great  sage 
dwelt  in  felicity  with  Shanta,  in  the  palace  of  the  lord  of  men,  as  Vnhuspwti 
residing  in  the  city  of  Muhendra, 

Thus  far  -the  Storga  relating  Rtshy<i-shrMaga's  arrival  at  Vyodbya, 
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After  this,  the  dewy  season  1  being  past,  and  the  spring  *  arrived;  the  king 
determined  on  performing  the  sacrifice,,  and,  going  to  Rishya-shnngfl  with 
obeisance  and'  adoration^  appointed  him  priest  in  the  sacrifice  offered  to  ob- 
tain posterity.  He,  having  accepted  the  oflice,  replied  to  the  king,  "Speedily 
collect  the  materials  for  the  sacrifice,  and  bring  together  Vwshjshtha,  and  the 
other  priests^  and  the  rest  whom  you  esteem,  the  excellent  twice  b6rn/'   The 

1  The  T»Mo  montlis  Magha  and  Phalgoona,  viz.  the  season  from  the  nriiddic  of  January  to  the 
middle  of  March. 

«  The  spring  contains  the  months  of  Vishakha  wid  Chitr^^  viz.  from  the  middle  of  March 
to  the  middle  of  May.. 
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king  then  said  to  Soomuntra  v^ho  stood  in  his  presence,  "Go  quickly  and  bring^^ 
without  reserve  all  my  honourable  lyieni  acquainted  with  the  philosophy  of 
the  VeAz,  and  who  have  performed  the  ablution  ;2  men  devoted  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Vedtf,  acquainted  with  both  the  text  and  the  commentaries,  who 
luve  fully  studied  the  Ve^a  and  Vedangers*  Bring  also  with  proper  re*^ 
spect,  the  poor  householders,  the  aged  people  with  poor  relatives,  and  the 
foreign  Shrotriy as."^    At  these  words  of  the  king,  Saomuntrj  speedily  brought 

1  CooToo  may  signify  ^ny  man  of  high  respectability,  but  the  term  is  generally  applied  to  a. 
religious  preceptor^ 

2  This  refers  to  a  particular  ablution  performed  by  a  student  of  the  Veda  when  he  has  com- 
pleted his  education. 

3  Those  brahmans  who  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  peculiarities  taught  in  their  own 
^  dhftkha^  or.s<^oo!^  and  of  the  six  Vngos,  or  collateral  sciences,  are  called  Shrotnya. 
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the  sacrificing  priests,  'eminent  in  the  Vedtf,  Sooyujna^  Vama.dev4,  Jaral/, 
Kashyupa,  and  Vushtshtha  the  domestic  priests,  and  the  other  eminent  twice 
bom* 

Paying  respectful  homage  to  them  on  their  arrival,  Dusha-rutha  addressed 
them  in  these  humble  words,  fraught  with  virtue  and  prosperity :  *«  To  me 
who  am  so  earnestly  desirous  of  ofiFspring  none  is  granted ;  I  have  therefore 
determined  to  perform  an  l/shw«-medh(7,  and  through  the  favour  of  the  illus« 
triom  son  of  die  sage,  and  of  you  (O  twice  bom)  I  intend  at  this  time  to 
perform  the  equine  sacrifice^  In  this  therefore  be  gracious  to  me  your  hum« 
ble  dependant/' 
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At  this  the  brahmans,  Vwshishthtf,  and  the  rest  greatly  pleased,  acquiescing- 
shoutedy  Excellent !  excellent !  and  doing  obeisance  to  the  king,  sounded 
forth  his  praise.  Then  Rtshyfl-shrmgd:  and  the  others,again  said  to  the  king^ 
"Let  the  sacrificial  articles  be  collected,  and  the  horse  be  liberated.  Thou 
with  mind  thus  devoutly  anxious  for  oflFspring  wilt  surely  obtain  the  illus* 
trious  and  much  desired  sons."  Hearing  these  words  from  the  sage,  the 
king  pleased,  said  to  SoomMntra  and  the  other  most  excellent  counsellors, 
« In  conformity  to  the  directions  of  these  highly  honoured  persons,  let  abun« 
dance  of  all  things  for  my  sacrifice  be  provided  speedily  by  you,  at  my 
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command.  So  manage  all  things  that  there  be  no  defect  found.  Mounted 
by  a  courtier,  let  the  horse  accompanied  with  the  Oo'p2uihyaya  ^  be  set  at 
liberty,  and  a  place  for  the  sacrifice  be  prepared  on  the  opposite  shore  of 
the  Sttrwyoo;  there  let  the  ShantJ,^  commanded  in  the  ordinance,  be  per- 
formed. This  sacrifice  can  never  be  completed  by  3^  weak,  or  an  unbeliev-^ 
ing  prince;  or  by  one  of  small  wealth.  The  sacrifice- destroying  Bruhma^ 
rakshuses  will  eagerly  search  for  some  defect.  He  who  begins  a  sacrifice 
wliich  he  cannot  complete,  is  entirely  ruined ;  let  the  business  therefore  be 
carefully  conducted  by  you  all,  that  this  my  sacrifice  may  be  finished  with- 

1  A  priest  of  a  particular  order.  This  word  is  used  in  a  large  sense,  to  sigmfy  any  teaching 
brahman, 
s  •<  Set  at  liberty,''    1.  e,  untied  and  suffered  to  go  out  of  the  stable  with  his  attendants. 
3  Certain  proUminary  ceremonies.    See  note,  page  1 17* 
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out  obstruction."  The  counsellors  acquiescing  in  the  king's  command,  ful- 
filled his  decree  in  every  respect,  even  as  they,  had  bcetk  directed.  Then 
the  twice  bom  having  signified  to  the  king  their  acceptance  of  the  proposal,^ 
and  assured  him  that  the  sacrifice  would  be  accomplished  without  obstruc- 

1  ^'Having  signified  tbeir  acceptance  of  the  proposal/'  The  original  word  Amuntrima  in 
common  speech  signifies  a  slight  invitation  or  compliment,  but  in  sacrificial  affairs  it  often  has 
another  meaning,  as  will  appear  from  what  follows :  Previously  tp  a  sacrifice,  an  assembly 
of  Pttnd/t^s  convened^  at  which  the  sacrifice  is  proposed.  After  it  is  acceded  to,  the  king,  or 
the  officiating  priest  who  acts  as  his  deputy,  performs  certain  ceremonies,  as  the  Achwtntfna,  or 
.the  sipping  of  water;  the  Aswna-shoodhi,  or  the  purification  of  the  seat;  the  Bhoota- 
fihoodhi>  the  purification  of  the  Awe  constituent  parts  of  matter,  viz,  aether,  air,fire»  water,  and 
f^rth;  the  C/nga-nyaso,  or  a  repetition  of  formulas  with  the  hand,  in  different  positions,  laid  on 
different  parts  of  the  body,  viz.  the  flat  palm  on  the  breast,  the  fingers  or  the  flat  palm  on  the 
mouth ;  the  ends  of  the  collected  fingers  on  the  fore  part  of  the  crown,  the  tip  of  the  thumb  on 
the  hinder  part  of  the  crown^  and  the  end  of  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  at  the  same  time  on 
the  comers  of  the  eyes  next  the  nose,  (sometimes  the  fore  and  the  fourth  fingers  are  applied  to 
the  eyes,  and  the  middle  one  to  the  top  of  the  nose)  ;  and  the  applying  of  the  back  of  the  right 
hand  to  the  palm  of  the  left,  first  bringing  it  round  it  with  a  circular  motion ;  the  Ki/xanga- 
nyastf,  or  the  shutting  of  each  hand  with  the  thumb  within  the  fingers,  and  afterwards  with  the 
thumb  erect,  applying  it  successively  to  each  finger ;  after  which  the  right  hand  is  brought  once 
round  the  left  with  a  circular  motion,  and  the  back  applied  to  the  palm  as  before.  The  Prana- 
ysma,  or  successively  drawing  breath  at  one  nostril  and  discharging  it  at  the  other,  by  apply- 
ing the  fingers  to  the  opposite  nostril,  reversing  the  order  of  left  and  right;  after  which  some 
formulas  are  repeate  d.  This  last  repetition  of  formulas  is  the  Amimtriina.  All  the  aforesaid 
ceremonies  %re  attended  with  appropriate  Mbrntrirs,  ox  formulas. 
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tibn,  made  obeisance,  and  the  eminent  twice  born  having  departed,  the  sove- 
reign of  men,  gave  the  remaining  orders,  and  retired  into  the  inner  apartments. 

The  spring  having  again  arrived,  and  a  complete  year  elapsed,  the  sove* 
reign  of  men,  through  desire  of  posterity,  bowing  even  to  the  feet  of  Yu^ishtha^ 
and  yielding  him  the  homage  appointed  by  the  ordinance,  addressed  him  iit 
the  following  words,  "Speedily  complete  the  intended  sacrifice,  according  to. 
the  sacred  ordinance ;  let  it  be  so  performed  that  no  sacrifice-destroying  ob- 
struction may  happen.  You  are  my  intimate  friend  and  my  gporooi  the 
weight  of  the  sacrifice  must  be  borne  by  yoa,**  The  most  excellent  twice 
bom  replied  to  the  king,  '*  Be  it  so.     I  will  perform  all  you  desire."  ' 
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After  this,  Viislw'shtlia  said  to  all  the  twice  bom  engaged  in  the  sacrifice, 
*•  Appoint  aged  and  most  virtuous  persons  to  do  the  artificer's  work,  also  sacred 
cooks,'  writers,  persons  to  erect  temporary  stages,^  and  to  dig  the  earth,  with 
astrologers  and  mechanics,  and  dancing  men  and  women. "  Afterwards  he  said 
to  those  well  versed  in  the  sacred  books,  men  deeply  read  in  the  Vcdj,  "At  the 
king's  command  engage  in  the  business  of  the  sacrifice,  cause  the  sacrificial 
articles  to  be  brought  in  abundance,  and  speedily  call  the  twice  bom ;  erect 
numerous  places  for  the  accomodation  of  the  kings,  and  booths  by  hundreds  for 
the  brahmans,  well  arranged,  and  furnished  with  meat  and  drink  in  abundance ; 

1  Some  make  this  word  the  adjective  to  the  following  substantives  and  read,  "  experienced 
writers,"  &c.    The  word  will  bear  both  meanings. 
«  Banks  of  earth,  stages,  pillars,  &c. 
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erect  also  large  places  for  the  citizens,  and  prepare  separate  stables  for  the  horses 
and  elephants  of  the  kings  who  conae  from  far,  and  houses  in  which  the  kings 
may  lodge  :  erect  also  large  booths  for  the  warriors  of  foreign  countries :  let 
the  dwellings  of  the  citizens  be  filled  with  whatever  is  desirable,  food  pleasant 
to  the  eye  must,  according  to  the  ordinance,  be  given  to  the  people  in  a  be- 
coming manner,  that  no  pain  be  caused,  and  that  the  different  classes  of  men 
being  courteously  entertained,  may  receive  due  respect.  .  Let  no  insult  be 
offered  to  any  one  through  lust  or  anger.       Let  the  artificers,  and  those  who 
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are  zealous-  in  th6  sacrificial  acts'  be  regarded,'  according  to  their  different  t 
merits;    and  those  who  are   honoured  by  wealth   and   fdod,^        Perform 
every  thing  with  cordial  attention^  that  all  may  be  ^iccomplishcd,  and  nothing  , 
be  defective.'* 

Afterwards   all   coming  together,-   addressed   V«sh?shth^,  "AH   is  done 
according   to   thy   wish ;  and   whatever  may  be  commanded  we  will  per- 
form ;  nothing  shall  be  omitted."    Vushjshthtf  then  calling  Soomimtra,  said,  , 
**  Invite  the  kings,  and  all.  the  virtuous  of  the  earth,  Brahmans,    Kshutriy^s,  . 

1  Viz.  the  constant  pensioners  on  the  royal  bounty. 
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Vishyfls,  and  Shoodrtfs.  Bring  by  thousands  with  due  respect,  the  people 
of  every  country,  and  you  yourself  going  bring  with  the  utmost  regard  the 
great  sovereign  of  Mithila^  ^  the  heroic  Junuka  eminent  for  truth,  incessantly 
employed  in  the  Shastras  and  the  Veda  :  knowing  him  to  be  the  ancient  ally 
(of  the  king,)  I  have  mentioned  him  first.  After  this,  bring  the  renowned  lord 
of  Kashee,*  courteous,  beloved,  equal  in  age  to  the  august  monarch*  After 
that  bring  the  aged  and  most  virtuous  king  Kekwyj,^   the  father  in  law  of 

1  The  province  of  Tirhoot, 

«  Benares,  the  Sangskrit  name  of  which  is  Vara-nushee,  from  Vara  and  Niishce  two  rivers. 

^  The  ptfQdtts  suppose  this  to  be  a  king  of  Persia ;  and  they  say,  tliat  a  race  of  kings  termed 
Ktfj-vMigsha,  or  the  family  of  K»y,  reigned  there  till  the  time  of  a  king  whom  they  call  Dara, 
(probably  Darius).  This,  however,  is  mentioned  ouly  as  an  opinion corrent  among  them. 
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(our)  majestic  sovereign^  together  with  his  son-  Yourself  bring  also  with 
due  respect  the  beloved  Lom<z-pada,.  the  lord  of  ITngfl/  of  admirable  conduct, 
and  resembling  the  gods.  Afterwards  bring  respectfully  Koshid^  the  illustri- 
ous king  of  Mi^gttdhtf,«  the  hero,  eminent  iii  all  the  Shastr^s,-  sage,  generous, 
highly  venerated  and  chief  among  men :  By  the  command  of  the  king  in- 
vite likewise  the  powerful  kings  of  the  east  country;  of  Smdh(?o,3  of  Souveertf,4 
of  Sourashtra, «  and  all  the  sovereigns  of  the  south  country,  with  the  other 

1  Probably  Ava;  see  note,  page  11 9*. 

3  South  Bahar. 

%  Thet^'ountrios  on  the  Tndbr. 

'^  Supposed  to  be  a  country  bordering  on  Persia,  or  part  of  Persia. 

5  Snrat. 
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beloved  kings  of  the  earth ;  by  honourable  messengers  bring  them  speedily 
with  their  attendants  and  friends,  at  the  king's  command." 

Having  heard  the  words  of  Vtishishtha,  Soomuntra  speedily  dispatched 
jjuitable  messengers  to  bring  these  kings,  and  himself,  the  virtuous  one,  at  the 
command  of  the  sage  speedily  went  to  bring  the  gre^t  kings.  After  this,  all 
those  employed  in  the  work,  informed  the  great  sage  Vwsheshther  what 
they  had  done.  Then  the  beloved  sage,  chief  of  the  twice  bom,  said  to  them 
all,  "  Nothing  must  be  given  to  any  one  in  a  light  or  contemptuous  manner;, 
a  thing  given  with  contempt  will  surely  destroy  the  giver."  After  a  few  days,  ^ 
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*hcy  came  to  Dushtf-rytbiK,  bringmg  a  great  quantity  of  jewels.  Then  V«- 
shishtbtf/  pkased,  said  to  the  lin^;,  *'  O  most  puissant  sovereign,^  the  kings 
at  thy  command  have  arrived,  and  all  of  them  have  been  received  by  me  with 
due  respect.  All  the  sacrificial  articles,  collected  by  men  of  subdued  passions, 
are  near  at  hand:  be  pleased  to  go  to  the  place  appointed  for  performing  the 
sacrifice.  There  behold,  O  sovereign  of  kihgs,  th^  place  furnished  on  every 
side  with  all  things  requisite  beyond  the  wishes  of  thy  mind,"  At  the  \^rd 
of  Vushishthff  and  Rtshyo-shnnga,  the  lord  of  the  world,  at  an  auspicious 
^  Literally  **  O  tyger  among  ZBen/'  i.  e«  pnissant  among  men,  as  the  tyger  among  beasts* 
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hour,^  departed  to  the  place  appointed.  Afterwards  Vushishtha  and  the  other 
eminent  twice  born,  placing  Rishya-shringa  first,  commenced  the  sacrificial 
rites  according  to  the  shastras  and  the  ordinance :  the  happy  sovereign  with 
his  wives  engaging  in  the  preliminary  ceremonies. 

Thus  far  the  twelfth  Section,  describing  the  beginning  of  the  sacrifice* 


1  The  Hindoos  seeiu  always  to  have  been  addicted  to  judicial  astrology,,  as  they  are  to  this 
day* 


!     •• 
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SECTION    XII. 

After  this,  a  year  Being  ended,  and  the  horse  having  returned  (from  his  peri- 
grination),^  the  sacrificial  ground  was  prepared  on  the  north  bank  of  the  S«- 
TOyoo,  and,  the  eminent  twice  born,  having  made  Rtshy^-shrmg^  chief  in  the 
I7shwa-medha,  this  great  sacrifice  of  the  magnanimous  king,  the  priests  deep 
in  the  Ved^  performed  the  work  (of  the  sacrifice)  according  to  the  ordinance, 
in  all  things  observing  the  shastr^s,   and  the  rules  for  becoming  conduct. 

1  The  Pwndits  say,  that,  previously  to  this  sacrifice,  it  was  necessary  that  the  horse  should 
travel  with  proper  attendants  into  various  countries  for  the  space  of  a  year;  if  no  one  was  able> 
in  the  course  of  this  perigtindtion,  to  seize  the  horse,  it  was  deemed  fit  for  the  sacrifice;  but 
that  the  sei2ure  of  the  horse  by  any  one  frustrated  the  sacrifice.     It  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel, 
that  Ixidra  sometimes  availed  himself  of  this  circumstance. 

V  2 
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TIk  twice  born  having  performed  the  Ttuvurgya,  and  the  Oopuswda,*  did  the 
whole  of  the  work,  so  as  to  exceed  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  shastra.  The  e* 
minent  and  delighted  sages,  paying  due  homage  to  all,*  performed  the  morning 
Suwaa,^  with  the  other  preliminary  ceremonies.  The  part  of  the  offeiing 
designed  for /ndrtf  was  given  him  according  to  the  ordinance.  The  sinless 
king,  applauded  on  every  side,  performed  the  mid-day  Suvuna;  and  the 
third  Suvima  of  this  great  king,  did  the  eminent  brahmans  perform  with 
their  eyes  directed  to  the  ^astrA.v     Rishya-shringa,  and  the  others,  by  the 

*  CerUun  cerenioDies  of  which  th^  pundits  are  now  entirely  ignorant. 

s  "All,"    L  e.  All  whom  thejr  esteemed  objecto  of  adoration,  a$  the  godi,  the  ngtoU  of  (he 
planet,  the  wind,  6cc. 

3  "Sttvaina."  The  daily  oblations  commanded  by  the  thastras. 
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vauntias  of  the  Shtksha,^  called  thit&er  Shttkra  and  the  other  diief  deities^  and 
ffae  priests  with  muairas  expressed  in  sweet  and  pleasing  song»i  oflPered  to 
each  deity  his  peculiar  past  in  the  sacrifice*.  In  this  sacrifice  no  ohlation  was 
'  neglected,  nor  any  (inadvertant)  mistake  committed ;  all  was  peiforaied  with 
ability,  and  in  exact  conformity  to  the  Veda^  Then  no  one  appeared  weary, 
or  dissatisfied ;  there  was  no  unlearned  brahman  there,  nor  any  one  who  had 
1  A  part  of  the  Veda,  or  properly  a^tdence  collateral  there  ^Itbk 
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not  an  hundred  followers ;  no  one  wliodid  not  possess  the  sacred  fire ;  none 
who  neglected  sacrifice,  or  the  sacred  rites  of  religion,  or  who  had  fallen  in- 
to heinous  sins.^  At  tliat  sacrifice  thousands  of  braimans  were  feasted  separate* 
ly  and  a  variety  of  delicious  viands  (served  up)  in  various  modes,  in  goEl 
and  silver  dishes.       The  twice  bom  were  feasted  in  succession,  and  all  the 

1  Fallen  into  great  or  mortal  sins,  of  which  tlie  Hindoos  reckon  five,  viz,  the  murder  of  a 
brahman,  the  drinking  of  intoxicating  liquors,  theft,  (interpreted  as  the  stealing  of  a  quaiV' 
tity  of  gold  not  less  thau  eighty  rupees),  adultery  with  the  wife  of  a  spiritual  preceptor,  and 
the  maintaining  of  friendship  or  familiar  intercourse  with  a  person  guilty  of  these  crimes. 
If  these  sins  were  committed  in  a  preceding  life,  they  are  respectively  known  in  this,  by  the 
RaJMyukshmun,  or  a  hectic  fever,  attended  with  a  coughing  of  blood;  Savdwnta,  viz. 
having  a  very  small  tooth  between  the  two  fore  teeth,  and  having  the  two  front  teeth  black; 
Khoonwkhee,  or  having  rough  uneven  nails  with  the  tops  entering  the  fiesh ;  Dooshchwrmtf, 
viz.  bom  without  the  prepuce.  He  who  associates  with  the  wicked  will  be  known  by  the 
disease  which  discriminates  the  person  who  had  committed  the  offence^ 
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needy  and  forlorn  who  came  there,  were  satisfied  with  food  and  drink  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  their  desire.  In  those  days  no  one  of  the  brahman  tribe 
was  seen  hungry.  Those  without  masters,^  and  those  subject  to  lords,* 
feasted  continually.  The  ascetics^  and  the  Shrwmwnas*  were  constantly 
feasted,  nor  was  there  any  widow,  or  child,  or  aged  man,  or  any  one  of  t^? 
hungry  poor,  who  was  not  fully  satisfied :  the  sound  Give,  eat,  every  where 
resounded.     Pressed  with  the  orders  **  Give.  Give  food.    Give  various  sorts 

1  Brabmans,  the  chief  csaU 

S  Viz.  Shoodras,  who  are  servants  to  the  brabmans. 
9  Persons  practising  religious  austerities. 

*  Persons  practising  austerities,  and  labouring  hard  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  divine 
books. 
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of  clothes/'  the  attendants  constantly  distributed  these  things  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  Food  in  heaps  like  mountains,  dressed  according  to  the  ordinance, 
was  daily  seen ;  men  and  women  from  various  countries  were  constantly  en- 
tertained with  meat  and  dnnk  at  this  saerifice  of  the  magnanimous  monarch. 
The  excellent  twice  horn  constantly  praised  the  delicious  food  prepared  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinance.  **0  how  full  we  are !  May  prosperity  attend  you  ?** 
Such  were  the  exclamations  which  Raghuva  heard*  Men  superbly  adorned 
presented  the  food  to  the  brahmans,  and  others  adorned  with  gems  brought 
it  to  them.       After  the  work  of  the  day  was  ended,  the  eloquent  and  learned 
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pundits  engaged  in  disputations,  mutually  desirous  of  victory.  From  day 
to  day  the  twice  born,  eminent  in  knowledge,  performed  all  the  sacrificial  ce- 
remonies as  commanded  by  the  shastr^s.  There  was  no  one  tliere  unac- 
quainted with  the  six  Ungas  of  the  Veda,  no  one  unengaged  in  religious 
vows,  no  one  unskilled  in  the  Ved^ ,  no  one  of  the  twice  bom  in  that  assem- 
bly who  was  not  eminent  in  eloquence.  At  the  Yoopochhruy/i^i  six  Yoopas 
<rf  VHwtf,*  six  of  Khadir^,^  and  with  those  of  Vilwa  six  of  Pttrnm,4  one  of 

1  The  Yoopochhrtiya  is  a  ceremony  whick  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  sacrifice.  The 
l/dhmuryoo  who  recites  the  mwntras  of  the  Yvjoos-veda  goes  to  recdve  orden  from  the  Hotri^ 
or  sacrificing  priest;  the  giving  of  which  is  accompanied  with  the  erection  of  the  Yoopc,  a 
sacrificial  pillar,  usually  made  of  wood,  and  adorned  with  the  carved  figure  of  a  man,  an 
elephant,  a  bull*  or  tome  oUier  aivimal.    This  oereoony  is  called  Yobpochhruya. 

^  Crateva  marmeIot»  3  Mimosa  catechut  ^  Butea  frondosa* 
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Shleshmatttkflj^  andTof  Dev^.dar(7^,?  two  of  which  could  be  scarcely  encircled* 
with  the  arms,  were  placed  there;  these  were  all  made  by  the  direction  of 
men  acquainted  with  the  shastrfls,  and  well  versed  in  sacrificial  rites :  to  add 

splendor  to  the  sacrifice  they  were  overlaid  with  gold.  These  twenty  one. 
Yoopds  were  each  in  height  twenty  one  Uiutnh :  ^  they  were  adorned  with 
twenty  one  pieces  of  cloth,  each  adorned  witJi  one^  The^e  Yooptfs  were  all 
firmly  fixed  in  the  ground  by  the  mechanics,  according  to  the  ordinance:  they 
were  octangular,  and  highly  polished,  covered  with  cloth  and  adorned  with 

^  Dillenia  Indita. 

*  It  13  urxertain  what  wood  this  is  ;  probably  Fir, 

S  An  Uruini  is  the  length  of  the  cubit  from  the  elbow  to  the  eiid  of  the  little  finger,  the 
ether  fingen being  shut;  when  all  the  fingers  aie  .hut|  the  cubit  is  called  JRvtUK 
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fragrant  flowers,  and  appeared  glorious  like  the  seven  sages  in  heaven*  Sa-- 
crificial  pits^  were  made  according  to  the  measure  prescribed  by  the  statute, 
and  the  fire  was  kindled  by  brahmans  eminent  in  sacrificial  rites.  This  sacrifi- 
cial fire  of  the  great  monarch,  prepared  by  the  eminent  twice  bom,  was  called 
Chittf .  The  sacrificial  pits  were  in  the  form  of  a  Guroora,  with  golden  wings,*  they 
were  in  triple  rows,   in  number  eighteen-^     Here  were  the  appointed  victims. 

i  The  origbal  word  is  Isiuka^  a  brick,  but  the  word  here  denotes  the  sacrificial  pits,  which 

were  to  be  lintd  with  bricks. 

'^  The  pits  were  dag  iu  the  form  of  the  bird  GuTCorOf  and  those  parts  represeotiog  the  wings, 
were  lined  with  bricks  of  gold. 

Many  sacrifices  among  the  Hindoos  are  perfonned  in  imitation  of  some  archetypical  sa* 
crfice,  called  Pxttkntt-yojima.       The  archetype  of  this  sacrifice  had  six  saciificial  pits;  this 
had  three  times  thai  number. 
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devoted  to  each  particular  deity,  the  horses,  and  birds,  as  prescribed  in  the 
shastrtf  •  The  horse  for  immolation  was  also  there,  and  the  aquatic  animals  t 
all  these  amounting  to  three  hundred,  designated  by  the  sages  to  their  proper 
use,  according  to  the  shastr^s,  together  with  the  horse  of  king  Dtfshtf -ruthtf ,  an. 
inestimable  jewel,  were  then  fastened  to  the  Yoopas.  Koushulya,  attended 
by  those  who  repeat  the  mt^ntn^s,  having  led  the  horse  around  (the  sacrificial 
fire),  with  the  sacred  Khurg^t  inunolated  it  with  transports  of  joy.  Then 
Koushulya,  desirous  of  completing  this  devout  act,  with  fixed  mind  sat 
1  The  Indian  S^^metar^ 
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the  whole  night  watching  the  birds.  The  Hotn,^  the  Udhyruryoo,^  and  the 
Oodg^iri,^  placed  the  chief  and  the  second  queens  near  the  horse*  The  self* 
cubdued  priest^  then,,  having  taken  out  the  hearts  of  the  birds,  dressed  them 
agreeably  to  the  shdistra.  The  sovereign  of  men  smelled  the  smoke  of  the 
ofiFered  hearts,  acknowledging  his  transgressions  according  to  the  order  and  the 

circumstances  in  which  they  were  committed..      All  the  sixteen  sacrificing^ 


t  Hotn.    The  priest  who  repeats  the  Ricb^  or  Mimtros  of  the  Rtg- veda. 
f  I/dhwuryoo,  the  priest  who  repeats  the  oitntros  of  the  Ytgoos-veda. 
,  3  Oodgatrty  the  priest  who  sings  the  appointed  parts  of  the  Sam»a*vedtf. 
4  RttwtJ:,  the  sacrificing  priest*. 
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priests,  then  placed  on  the  fire  the  parts  of  the  horse  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance, the  oblation  of  the  other  sacrifice  was  made  in  wood^  of  the  Plt^ksha 
tree,  but  that  of  the  horse  was  required  to  be  on  the  cane.^       The  wonderful 

J75hw^-mcdh^  was  performed  by  the  brahmans,  according  to  the^  rules  of  the 
Kwlp<2-sootrj.  The  Chirtaoshtomiz  of  this  sacrifice  was  repeated  first,  second- 
ly that  called  the  Ockthtz,  and  afterwards  UtirsitTa.  At  that  sacrifice,  by 
keeping  the  shastr^^s  in  view,  ma;iy  important  acts  were  performed,  the  Jyo- 
tishtoma,  the  Ayooshtomfl,  the  two  t^tjratr^s,  the  Uhhzjit,  Vishwiqit,  aod 

l/ptoryam^,  that^grcat  sacrificial  act;  all  these  were  performed.  Afterwards  the 

1  i.  e.  In  wooden  instruments,  bowk,  spoons,  &c. 

2  A  mat  of  calamus  rotang. 

o  A  book  containing  the  rulea  for  a  particular  sacrificial  act. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


sscT.  XII.]  THE     RAMAY:^^.  175. 

kingi  the  increaser  ot  his  race,  to  the  Hotri,  presented  the  east  country,  the 
west  to  the  Udhwuryoa,  to  the  brahmans.  the  souths  and  the  northern  regions 
to  the  OodgdLtri :  those  gifts  did  the  king  bestow  at  the  great  sacrifice  of  the 
CTshwtf-medh^,  formerly  in&tituted  by  Swuyumhhoo.^  The  sacrifice  being  con- 
cluded, the  king,  the  chief  of  men,  the  increaser  of  his  race,  in  conformity  to 
the  shastr^r,  presented  the  priests  with  large  portions  of  land.      Having  thus 

bestowed  the  largesses,  the  fortunate  son  of/kshwakoo  was  filled  with  joy; 

« 
All  the  priests  then  addressed  the  Monarch  whose  sins  were  removed, 

^  Svrvyumhhoo,  the  Self-exbtent, 
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"  The  king  alone  is  worthy  of  governing  the  earth ;  our  concern  is  not  with 
lands,  nor  are  we  capable  of  taking  due  care  of  them.i  O  king  we  are  con- 
stantly devoted  to  the  study  of  the  Vedtf,  be  pleased  therefore  to  give  a  trif^ 
ling  gift ;  be  it  gems,  or  jewels,  or  gold,  or  cows,  or  whatever  is  conve* 
nient;  we  have  no  occasion  for  provinces,  O  most  excellent  sovereign  of 
men/'  The  lord  of  men,  thus  addressed  by  the  brahmans,  learned  in  the 
Ved<7s,  gave  them  a  million  of  cows,  a  hundred  millions  of  pieces  of  gold^ 
and  four  times  as  many  pieces'  of  silver.  After  this,  all  the  priests  gave  pre- 
sents to  Rtshy^z-shn'ngtf  the  sage,  and  the  wise  Vitshishtha. 

t   These  lands  or  proyincea  mcladed  the  kihabiunU  too,  a  sorereign  authority  orer  whom, 
was  conveyed  by  this  gift. 
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Having  thus  received  their  shares,  according  to  the  ordinance,  the  most  ex- 
cellent twice  bom  highly  delighted,  replied,  "  We  are  completely  satisfied." 
Afterwards  the  self-governed  monarch,  gave  gold  to  the  uninvited  guests,  and, 
to  the  brahmans  in  general  ten  millions  of  (the  gold  of)  J^mhoon'uda.^  The 
son  of  Rughoo  gave  also  beautiful  ornaments  for  the  hands  to  any  of  the  indi- 
gent twice  bom  who  requested  them.  The  twice  bom  being  satisfied,  this 
a£Fectionate  lover  of  brahmans,  with  eyes  overflowing  with  pleasure,  bowed 
obeisance  to  them  according  to  the  ordinance.  Blessings  were  then,  in  a 
variety  of  forms,  poured  forth  by  the  brahtnails  upon  this  generous  heroic 
one  prostrate  upon  the  earth. 

1  Gold  of  a  particular  description,  meBtioned  in  the  succeeding  part  of  the  poem* 

X 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tjl  THE  RAMAYmTA,  [book.1. 

X?ffi§  TFRP^  ilWRT^  HlP^l^fiii^  ^^«RHf  r 

Having  finished  this  most  excellent,  incomparable  sacrifice,  destroying  siii^ 
and  procuring  heaven,  and,  scarcely  to  be  accomplished  by  the  greatest  mo* 
narch,  Dusha^xutha  the  king,  with  delighted  mind,  addressed  Rishya-shrmga, 
**  O  virtuous  one!  it  is  thine  to  perform  a  race-enlarging  sacrifice."  The 
most  excellent  twice  bom  then  replied  to  the  king,  "  So  be  it,  thou  shalt, 
O  king,  have  sons  to  perpetuate  thy  race/'  Hearing  these  delightful  words, 
the  placid  sovereign  of  men  >v^as  filled,  with  joy,  and  bowing  to  Rtshytf* 
shrmga  depaited.. 

Again  Rtshy^i-shringtf  addiiessed  the  magnanimous  monarch. 

Thus  far  the  thirteenth  section,  describing  the  sacrifice^ 
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SECTION    X^II. 

Afterwards  Rtshy^-shrtnga  said  again  to  the  king,  ''I  will  perform  another 
sacrificial  act  to  secure  thee  a  son/'  Then  the  son  of  Vibhanduka,  of  subdued 
passions,  seeking  the  happiness  of  the  king^  proceeded  to  perform  the  sacrifice 
for  the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes.  Thither  were  previously  collected  the 
gods,  with  the  Gtmdhwrvtfs,  the  Stddhtfs  and  the  sages,  for  the  sake  of  receiv- 
ing their  respective  shares,  Bruhma  too,  the  sovereign  of  the  gods,  with  Stha- 
noo,  and  Naraytmtf^  chief  o{  beings,  and  the  the  four  supporters  of  the  universe.t 


1  /■dr«  the  regent  of  the  east^  Vonui  o/the  soath»  Vivmn«  oi  the  west^  and  K^^er^i  of  the 
uorth* 
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and  the  divine  mothers  of  all  the  celestials,  i  met  together  there.  To  the 
l^shwa-medh^,  the  great  sacrifice  of  the  magnanimous  monarch,  came  also  /n« 
drtf  the  glorious  one,  surrounded  by  the  Muioots.  *  Rishya-shrmg^  then  sup- 
plicated the  gods  assembled  for  their  share  of  the  sacrifice  (saying),  '*  This  de- 
vout king  Dttshdf-rwthi^,  who,  through  the  desire  of  oflFspring,  confiding  in 
you,  has  performed  sacred  austerites,  and  who  has  offered  to  you  the  sacrifice 
called  l/shwtf-medhii,  is  about  to  perform  another  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  ob- 
taining sons.  To  him  thus  desirous  of  offspring  be  pleased  to  grant  the  bless- 
ing :  I  supplicate  you  all  with  joined  hands.      May  he  have  four  sons,  re- 

^   These  are  reckoaed  seven»    Brahmee,  Mahesw»ree>    Roudree,    Koaxnaree^  ViBhrnnree* 
Varahee,    Jndranee. 

^  The  forty-niae  regents  of  the  wind.  ^  Rishy«-shi/ng4« 
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nowned  through  the  universe/*  The  gods  replied  to  the  sage's  son  supplicat* 
ing  with  joined  hands,  "  Be  it  so :  thou,  O  brahman,  art  ever  to  be  regarded 
by  us,  as  the  king  is  in  a  peculiar  manner.  The  lord  of  men,  by  this  sacrifice 
shall  obtain  the  great  object  of  his  desires/'  Having  thus  said,  the  gods,  pre- 
ceded by  Indra,  disappeared* 

They  all  then  having  seen  that  (sacrifice)  performed  by  the  gieat  sage  ac- 

« 

cording  to  the  ordinance,  went  to  PrMJapwtz  the  lord  of  mankind,  and,  with  join* 
ed  hands,  addressed  Brtthma  the  giver  of  blessings,  "  O  Bn^hm^ ,  the  Rakshus^ 
Ravuntf  by  name,  to  whom  a  blessing  was  awarded  by  thee,     through  pride 
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troubleth  all  of  us  the  gods,  and  even  the  great  sages,  who  perpetually  prac- 
tise sacred  austerities.     We,  O  glorious  one,  i«garding  the  promise  formerly 

granted  by  thy  kindness  that  he  should  be  invulnerable  to  the  gods,  the  Da«« 

nMv^s  and  the  Ywkshas,  have  born  all  (his  oppression);  this  lord  of  Rakshus 

therefore  distresses  the  universe ;  and,  inflated  by  this  promise,  unjustly  vexes 

the  divine  sages,  the  Ywkshtis,  the  Gwidhwrv'^s,  the  Usooras,  and  men :  where 

• 
Ravwn^i  remains  there  the  sun  loses  his  force,  the  winds  through  feat  of  him 

do  not  blow ;  the  fire  ceases  to  burn ;  the  rolling  ocean,  seeing  him,  ceases  to 

move  its  waves.     Vishrttvt*na,^  distressed  by  his  power,  has  abandoned  Lwj- 

1  Koovera  and  RavAna  are  both  called  by  this  name,  being  both  the  sons  of  Vtthw«-sbrtfva  by 
different  mothers.    Here  the  former  is  meant. 
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ka  and  fled,  O  divine  one,  save  us  from  Ravwn^,  who  fills  the  world  with 
noise  and  tumult.  O  giver  of  desired  things,  be  pleased  to  contrive  a  way 
for  his  destruction***^ 

Bruhma  thus  informed  by  the  dei^fls,  reflecting,  replied  "  Oh !  I  have  de- 
vised  the  method  for  slaying  this  outrageous  tyrant.  Upon  his  requesting, 
«*  May  I  be  invulnerable  to  the  divine  sages,  the  Gwndhwr\'^s,  the  Ywksh^s, 
the  Rakshwses,  and  the  serpents,"  I  replied,  "Be  it  so/*  This  Rakshws, 
through  comtempt,  said  nothing  respecting  man ;  therefore  this  wicked  one 
shall  be  destroyed  by  man/'  The  gods,  preceded  by  Shwkrtf .  hearing  these 
words  spoken  by  Brwhma,  were  filled  with  joy. 
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At  this  time  Vishnoo  the  glorious,  the  lord  of  the  world,  arrayed  in  yel- 
low, with  hand  ornaments  of  glowing  gold,  riding  on  Vinuteytf ,  as  the  sun  on 
a  doud,  arrived  with  his  conch,  his  discus,  and  his  cluh  in  his  hand.  Being 
adored  by  the  excellent  celestials,  and  welcomed  by  Bruhm^,  he  drew  near 
and  stood  before  him.  All  the  gods  then  addressed  Vtshnoo,  ''  O  Mudhoo- 
sooduna,^  thou  art  able  to  aboLsh  the  distress  of  the  distressed.  We  intreat 
thee,  be  our  sanctuai}',  O  Uchyoota.*'    Vishnoo  replied,  "  Say,  whjit  shall  I 

^  Mudhoo-sooduniz,  i.  e.  tbc  destroyer  of  Mudhooj  a  famous  l/sooTtt* 
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VishwdL-mttra,  the  great  sage,  in  sweet  and  heart  reviving  accents,  replied 
to  the  supplicating  king,  "  O  /kshwakoo,  thou  art  welcome;  O  my  son,  I 
know  that  thou  art  truly  virtuous ;  I  will  be  an  asylum  to  thee ;  fear  not,  O  chief 
of  kings,  on  thiiie  account  I  will  invite  hither  all  the  ascetics,  that  they  may 
accomplish  by  sacrifice  this  grand  object  of  thy  desire.  Being  perfected,  thou 
shalt  go  to  heaven  in  the  form  imposed  on  thee  by  the  curse  of  thy  preceptors, 
with  which  thou  art  now  laden. ^  O  chief  of  kings,  thy  obtaining  of  heaven  I 
view  as  already  in  my  hand ;    inasmuch  as  thou  hast  repaired  to  me,  thou  art 

Nn  n 
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« 
worthy  to  enter  heaven.'*     Having   thus  said,  the  illustrious  one,  calling 

his  wise  sons,  ordered  them  to  prepare  all  things  for  the  sacrijSce,  (saying), 
*'  Speedily  bring  hither  all  the  sacrificial  articks;  at  my  expence  jhall  this 
sacrifice  be  performed/*  Then  calling  all  his  disciples,  he  said,  •*  Bring 
all  the  sages,  and  the  sons  of  Vushishiha,  with  their  disciples  and  friends, 
together  with  the  sacrificing  priests,  and  those  who  read  the  Ved^.  What* 
ever  any  one  invited  by  me  shall  reply,  •  report  fully  to  me,  exactlr  as  spok- 
en/*    At  his  command  all  the  disciples,   going  forth  in  every  direction, 
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invited  all  the  ascetics  whom  ihey  found.  Returning,  they  with  hands  re- 
spectfully joined,  approaching  Vishwa-mUr^j^  said,  **A11  the  sages  invited  by 
us,  at  thy  command,  all  the  devotees  addressed  by  us,  coming  near,  have 
accepted  the  invitation,  Muhoduy^  excepted ;  and,  O  chief  of  sages,  hear 
the  harsh  words  uttered  by  the  hundred  sous  of  Vt^shishthtf,  transported  with 
rage ;  "  How  should  the  chief  gods  eat  the  sacrifice  in  that  assembly  where 
a  Kshutriytf  is  the  sacrificer  of  what  a  Chf^ndala  will  offer  ?    and  how  sball 

N  n  n  3 
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great  brahmans,  after  eating  the  food  of  a  Chz^ndaltf,  go  to  heaven,  purified  by 
Vishwa-mztr^  ?  These  har.h  words,  O  chief  of  sages,  did  the  sons  of  Vu- 
shishtha  with  Mwhoduy^  utter,  their  eyes  ensanguined  with  rage." 

Hearing  the  words  of  his  disciples,  the  great  sage  replied,  his  cyc&  inflamed 
with  anger,  "  May  the  evil-minded  sons  of  Vwshishth^,  who  have  charged  me 
the  guiltless  one,  with  blame,  be  for  this  crime  reduced  to  ashes,  and  become 
the  subjects  of  Yuma.  Let  them,  this  day  inclosed  in  the  bonds  of  Kal<z,i  de- 
part to  the  habitation  of  Vivusyyiita,-  and  for  seven  hundred  successive  births  as- 

1  Anothtrr  name  of  Yuma,  the  son  of  VVv^swKt,  or  Soojyai  «  Yuma. 
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sume  the  form  of  persons  procuring  a  subsistence  by  the  dead/  and  feeding 
on  the  flesh  of  dogs  through  desire  of  prolonging  a  wretched  existence ;  de- 
formed, disfigured,  abhorred,  may  they  thus  wander  among  men :  and  may 
the  wicked  Muhodwy^,  who  charged  me,  innocent,  with  blame,  himself  esteemed 
guilty  by  all,  sink  into  the  condition  of  a  Ntshada;^  and,  void  of  compassion, 
intent  on  destroying  life,    through  my  anger  prolong  a  hated  existence  for 

1  The  original  word  denotes  a  tribe  of  the  most  degraded  of  men,  who  for  their  subsistancc, 
go  about  collecting  the  old  clothes  of  the  dead,  or  any  other  thing  pertaining  to  them.  They 
are  usually  employed  in  the  meanest  offices^  such  as  dragging  dead  bodies  from  the  streets 
to  the  rivers,  executing  criminals,  6cc.  They  are  viewed  with  abhorrence  by  all  closes  of 
Hindoos, 

*  The  Ktshadas  are  a  kind  of  Chundalas,  who  subsist  by  bunting. 
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a  long  series  of  years."     The  great  sage  Vzshwa-niitra,  full  of  energy,  having 
said  this  in  the  assembly  of  sages,  ceased. 

Thus  far  the  forty-sixth  Section,  containing  the  curse  upon  Vttsh;sh- 
Jiha's  sons. 
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•*  O  Son  of  Rugho(?,  Vishwa-mztr^,  the  son  of  Gadhi,  having  emitted  this 
poison  of  anger,  and  deprived. the  sons  of  Vushishtha  and  Muhoduya  of  the 
power  of  ascetics,!  beg^n  thus  to  converse  with  the  sages,  in  a  composed  man- 
ner, *'  This  descendant  of /kshwakao,  Tnshwnkoo  by  name,  renowned,  virtuous, 
a  constant  observer  of  truth,  who  has  placed  himself  under  my  protection,  is 
exceedingly  desirous  of  going  to  heaven  in  his  embodied  state*  It  is  yours, 
O  ye   sages,   to  accomplish  the  workj*  Hearing  the  words  ol  Vishwa- 


^  The  power  which  they  acquire  through  intense  mortiiication. 
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m^trtf,  those  great  sages,  fearing  him  greatly,  thus  consulted  together :  **  Thib 
son  o(Kcoshika,  this  great  devotee,  is  exceedingly  wrathful;  there  is.no  neces- 
sity for  us  to  contend  with  him;  let  us,  pwndits,  wave  dii;putation  with  him. 
The  divine  one,  outrageous  as  the  fire,  will  pour  upon  us  a  curse ;  let  us  there- 
fore begin  the  sacrifice  as  required  by  the  great  sage,  and  so  exert  ourselves, 
that  the  heir  of  Ashwakoo,  by  the  influence  of  Yzshwa-mitrtf,  may  ascend  to 
heaven  in  an  embodied  state. 
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All  the  articles  being  collected,  the  sacrifice  began.  The  illustrious 
VishwdL'tnitra  was  the  priest  repeating  the  formulas  of  the  Yttjtts-vedtf, 
and  the  sages,  eminent  in  sacred  vows,  were  the  sacrificing  priests. 
Then  Vishwa-mttr«,  the  divine  one,  deeply  versed  in  the  nowntr^s,  called  thi- 
ther the  celestial  inhabitants  to  receive  their  shares  of  this  great  sacrifice  of 
Trhhunkoo.  The  invited  gods  refusing  to  come  for  their  shares,  the  divine 
one,  the  great  Vishwa-mitr^,  transported  with  anger,  snatching  up  the  sacred 
ladle,  said  to  Trishunkoo  :  **  Behold,  O  sovereign  of  men,  the  virtue  of  my 
austerities,  of  my  self- acquired  energy  ;  by  my  own  power  will  I  send  thee  to 
heaven,  O  lord  of  men ;  to  heaven,  so  difficult  to  be  obtained,  ascend  in  thine 

O  00 
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embodied  state.  By  the  influence  of  all  the  sacred  austerities  which  from  my 
infancy  I  have  performed,  in  thine  embodied  state  depart  to  heaven.**  These 
words  being  uttered  by  the  sage,  the  king,  immediately  mounting  into  the  air, 
ascended  to  heaven,  the  sages  looking  on.  Seeing  Trzshwnk(7(?  arrived  in  hea- 
ven, Paka-shaszmas,i  ^vith  all  the  gods,  said,  "  O  Tubhunkoo^  O  stupid  one, 
smitten  by  the  curse  of  thy  gooroa,  speedily  fall  headlong  to  the  earth ;  thou 
hast  no.  place  in  heaven."  Thus  commanded  by  Mr^hendr^,  TrishunkCo  in- 
stantly fell,  crying  out  to  Vt'shwa-mztra  the  great  ascetic,  "  O  save,  save.'* 
Hearing  the  voice  of  Tn'shwnkoo  falling  from  heaven,  and  crying  save,  save, 
Vzshwa-mUr^  full  of  wrath,   called  out,    "  Stop,  stop !"     Then  through  the 


^  Jndra.  ^.  .,.     . . 
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power  of  Bmhm^-austerities,  and  abstraction  of  mind,  Iie^  like 'another  Pn/ja- 
pwtf,  created  seven  other  great  sagcs^  in  the  south  quarter.  Seeing  the  seven 
other  sages  in  their  place  on  the  south  quarter,  the  divine  one  began  to  cre- 
ate another  family  of  Nukshutr^s.^  Having,  by  the  influence  of  sacred  morti- 
fication, created  an  assemblage  of  Nukshwtr^s,  his  eyes  reddening  with  anger, 
he  began  to  create  another  /ndr<2,  and  another  circle  of  gods.  Upon  this  all 
the  divine  sages  and  the  gods,  petrified  with  astonishment,  addressed  Vjshwa- 
mitr^  with  humble  supplication,    "  O  possessor  of  the  great  share,  this  king, 

1  «« Seven  other  great  sages/'     The  Hindoos  say,  tbat  the  Pleiades  are  seven  sages,  sons  of 
Bruhma.    Yishwa-mftra  therefore  placed  his  seven  in  the  south  quarter. 
^  Stellar  mansions,  the  heavenly  bodies.  O  o  o  3 
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wounded  by  the  curse  of  his  preceptor,  is  not  fit,  without  previous  purifica- 
tion,  to  enter  heaven  in  an  embodied  state..  The  divine  books  are  to  be 
observed  with  care  by  those  acquainted  with  their  evidence.  It  becomes  not 
thee  to  subvert  the  order  of  things  estabhshed  by  the  ancients." 

JI earing  the  words  of  the  gods,  the  great  sage,,  calling  to  then*-,  answered  in 

gentle  terms,  "  Peace  be  to  you  I  cannot  permit  the  promise  made  to  this 
monarch  Trishunkoo,  of  going  to  heaven  in  his  embodied  state,  to  become  inef- 
fectual. Let  his  residence  in  heaven,  in  an  embodied  state,  be  perpetual ;  and 
let  all  these  my  stars  be  permanent*    Let  them  continue  as  long  a&  the  world 
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endures.  It  becomes  you  to  confirm  this  which  1  have  promised."  All 
the  gods,  thus  addressed,  replied  to  the  great  sage,  "  Peace  be  to  thee  ;  be  it 
thus ;  let  all  these  remain ;  let  all  thy  luminaries  remain  on  the  outside  of  the 
path  of  Vishwanura,'  and  let  Tnshtmkoo,  well  pleased,  remain  in  the 
south  quarter  with  his  head  downwards,  resplendent  by  his  own  light,  while 
all  these  luminaries  attend  the  excellent  and  renowned  sovereign  of  men,  who 
has  seen  his  desirt  accomplished,  and  obtained  heaven."  Hearing  the  words 
of  the  celestials,  Vishwa-mitra,  extolled  by.  all  the  gods,  acquiesced  in  their 

1  The  fire 
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proposal.     After  this,    O  chief  of  men,  the  sacrifice  being  ended,   the  great 
gods,  and  the  sages  rich  in  devotion,  all  returned  as  they  came. 

Thus  far  the  forty-seventh  Section,  describing  the  ascension  of  Trishuhkoo 
to  heaven. 
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SECTION    XLVlin 

The  illustrious  Vishwa-mztrtr,  O  chief  of  men,  seeing  the  sages  depart, 
said  to  alL  the  inhabitants  of  the  forest,  "  O  devout  ascetics,  in  this  south 
quarter  great  obstructions  appear  in  our  way,  let  us  gp  to  anotlier  quarter  and 
perform  sacred  austerities.  O  great  ones,  in  the  west,  in  the  country  of  Vz* 
ehaltf  i  at  the  sacred  place  Fooshkura,  a  pleasant  forest  for  devotion,  shall  we 
practice  our  sacred  austerities  in  perfect  security/*  Saying  this,  the  illustri- 
ous one  settled  in  the  wilderness  belonging   to   that   sacred   place,    feeding 
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on  roots  and  fruits,  and  engaging  in  a  severe  and  unparelleled  coarse  of  morti* 
fication. 

At  this  time  the  royal  sage  I7mbttreeshtf,  king  of  Z/yodhya,  resolved  on 
forming  a  human  sacrifice,  but  the  victim  of  the  king  engaged  in  this  sacri- 
fice, (the  victim),  bearing  the  characteristic  marks,  and  appointed  for  immola- 
tion, did  Indra  steal  from  the  sacied  pile.  The  victim  being  taken  away,  the 
priest  addressed  the  king  thus:  **  O  king,  the  consecrated  victim  is,  by  some 
one,  forcibly  taken  away.  O  sovereign  of  men,  guilt  overwhelms  tlie  king 
who  does  not  preserve  inviolate  the  sacrifice.  A  failure  of  this  nature  re- 
quires a  great  expiation;  therefore  bring  this  victim,  or,  buying  another,  bring 
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it  whilst  the  business  may  yet  be  accomplished."  Having  heard  the  words  of 
his  preceptor,  the  king  began,  by  every  method,  to  seek  a  human  victim  with 
the  proper  characteristics.     The  highly  renowned  one,  O  beloved  son  of  Rtt- 

ghoOy  travelling  through  countries,  populous  districts,  cities,  and  forests,  and 
entering  the  sacred  hermitages,  at  length  beheld  Rtcheektf,  with  his  sons  and 
his  wife,  sitting  on  the  mountain  Bhitgoot^mg^.  Going  near  the  indigent 
bxahman,  a  housholder  with  a  numerous  family  of  children,  l/mbureeshtf  first 
enquiring  about  the  welfare  of  him  intent  on  devotion  and  die  reading  of  the 
Vedtf,  addressed  him  thus :    "  O  great  brahman  for  a  hundred  thousand  cows 
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sell  me  one  of  thy  sons^   to  be  the  victim  in  the  Nwrei-medhtf,  that  giieat  act  of 
religion.     O  brahman,    if  it  be  agreeable  to  thee,  relinquish  one  son  to 
me,  who,  after  searching  many  countries,  have  not  found  a  victim  fit  for  the 
sacrifice.     O  excellent  twice  horn,  it  becomes  thee  for  a  proper  price  to 
give  me  one  of  thy   sons.        By  obtaining  a.  victim,     O.  devout  son  of 

Kwshywpa,  1  shall  be  able- to  complete  my  sacrificial  undertaking."  Thus 
accosted  by  t/mburcesha,  O-  son  ofRughco,  fticheekitreplied,  "  I  wHl  by  no 
means  sell  my  eldest  so«,"  Hearing  the- words  of  Ricbeektf,  the  illutrious 
mother  said  to  Umhurctdia^  chief  ©f  kings,     •*  The  divine  sou  of  Kwshyi^- 
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.  pff  says,' that  his  eldest  son  shall  not  be  sold:  the  youngest  son  know  to  he 
my  best  beloved.  Eldest  sons,  O  king,  are  generally  belovedby  fathers, 
while  the  youngest  most  largely  share  the  afiFection  of  the  mother:    therefore, 

0  king,  must  these  two  be  spared."  These  replies  being  made  by  the  sage 
and  his  spouse,  the  midddle  son,  ShoonKs-shepha,  spoke  thus:  "By  the  father 
is  the  eldest  son  reserved,  and  the  younger  by  the  mother :   then,  O  king, 

1  esteem  the  middle  son  as  already  sold ;  take  me  without  delay."  Upon  this, 
O  son  of  Rughoo,  the  powerful  king  purchased  the  pious  Shoonus-shepha 
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with  millions  of  the  purest  gold,  with  heaps  of  jewels,  and  a  hundred  thou- 
sand cows.  Having  received  him,  the  king,  highly  delighted,  placed  him,  O 
Rama,  on  the  chariot,  and  speedily  departed  to  finish  his  sacrifice. 

Thus  far  the  forty-eighth  Section,  describing  the  purchase  of  Shoon«5-shephtf» 
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SECTION    XLIX. 

In  the  king's  journey  home  with  Shoona-sheph^,  his  horses  being  weary, 
he  rested,  at  mid-day,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  at  the  sacred  Teertha  Tooshkura. 
While  he  was  resting  himself,  the  illustrious  Shoonus-sheph^  going  to  Foosh- 
kura,  beheld  Vishwa-mitrtf  performing  his  austerities,  surrounded  by  the 
sages*  Wretched  through  fatigue  and  the  recollection  of  having  been  sold, 
bis  heart  being  torn  with  anguish,  he,  bowing  his  head  even  to  the  feet  of  the 
sage,  thus  addressed  him,  "  To  me  there  is  neither  father,  nor  mother,  nor  friend, 
nor  associate ;  save  me,  abandoned  by  my  friends,  and  flying  to  thee,  O  chief 
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of  sages ;  thou  art  (my)  deliverer ;  thou  art  even  my  father.  O  devout 
one,  I  take  refuge  in  thy  power.  So  interpose  for  me,  that  the  sacrifice 
of  the  king  may  he  accomplished,  and  I  live."  Thou  art  the  protector  of  me, 
wretched  with  the  apprehension  of  .my  future  destiny.  Save  me,  O  sage,  as 
a  father  saves  his  distressed  son."  Hearing  this  supplication,  Vishwa-mitri?, 
rich  in  sacred  austerities,  consoling  Shoonws-shephiZ,  said  to  his  own  sons, 
•'Fathers  desire  sons  endued  with  all  virtue  for  the  sake  of  another  world,^ 
The  time  for  proving  the  virtue  of  tny   sons  is  now  arrived.     This  child, 

1  Much  of  the  hope  v;hich  a  Hindoo  has  of  future  happiness  rests  on  the  virtue  of  his  son 
in  performing  various  ceremonies  for  his  welfare  after  death. 
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the  son  of  a  sage,  seeks  refuge  in  me ;  ii  becomes  you,  by  giving  your  owx^ 
lives^  to  accomplish  my  wish.  You  are  all  happy  in.  having  performed 
deeds  of  devotion*  Hiving  then  accomplished  devout  and  excellent  works^ 
all  of  you  at  my  command. save  this  sage's  son.  Go  and  yield  yourselves  t6 
satisfy  the  sacrificial  fire;  at  my  command  liberate. this  son  of  the  sage  R:- 
cheektf,  who  has  betaken: himself  to  me  for  refuge.  Sppefformthis  deed;  that 
the  sacrifice  of  the  king  be  fini^lted  without  obstfuction."^  Hearing  these 
words  of  the  sage,  Mwdh^^^-syund^  and  the  other  sons  sullenly  replied  to. 
their  father  in  these  unlovely  words,  ''  How  is  this  ?  Abandoning  thine  own 
sons  thou  savest  the  son  of  another.    O  divine  one,  this  action  of  thine  is  like 
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devouring  thine  own  flesh/'  Hearing  this  their  reply,  the  great  sage,  his  <^€$ 
red  with  anger,  cursed  his  sons  in  these  rash  and  unfeeling  words  ;  **  A$ 
ye,  saying  "Thy  flesh,"  have  proudly  addressed  me,  therefore  become 
Vashishthfls,^  and  sell  the  flesh  of  dogs :  thus  fallen,  for  a  series  of  years  wan- 
der about  in  contempt  and  dishonour/'  The  son  of  Kooshika  having,  by  the 
fire  of  his  curse,  burnt  his  own  sons,  thus  consolingly  addressed  Shoonus-she- 
phtf,  *'  When,  O  son,  thou  art  consecrated  as  the  victim,  repeat  this  mwntra 
given  thee  by  me,  and  sacred  to  the  praise  of  Indra  and  the  other  gods. 

1  DescendanU  of  V«sh<shtha,  formerly  cursed  by  Yishwa-mttra. 
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upon  repeating  this  muiitra,  Vasuva  will  liberate  thee,  and  thy  bcconung 
the  lung's  victim  will  not  be  rendered  void.  Having  with  haste  received  this 
muntra,  Shoonns-shephd  approaching  king  I/mbureeshd,  said  Avith  cheerful 
mind,  "O  king,  come;  speedily  taking  me  hence,  perform  thy  sacrifice;  by 
fommlas  consecrate  me  the  victim,  and  speedily  finish  the  preliminary  ceremo- 
nies."  Hearing  these  words  of  the  sage's  son,  Uie  fortunate  king,  filled  with 
joy,  went  without  delay  to  the  place  of  sacrifice. 
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The  king  now  bound  to  tHe  Yoop^  the  consecrated  victim  Sho(?nws-shepliiii; 
pare,  possessing  the  requisite  marks,  and  consecrated  by.  the.  priest  directing 
the  ceremonies.  Being. bound,  he,  with  a  loud  voice,,  in  the  hymn  of  the 
R/g-veda,  praised Jndrtf,  the  g-d.ridmg  on. a  horse,. then. arrived  for  the  sake 
of  hi^  share,  The  thousand-eyed  god;  gleamed, therewith,  O  Raghuvtr,  be- 
stowed  upopi  Shoonws.&heplia  the  requested  blessing,  length  of  life  and  great 
renown.  He  also  gave  to  the.  king,  the  desired,  fruit  of. his.  sacrifice,  virtue, 
renown,  and  great  prosperity. 
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For  a  thousand  years  did  the  pious  V^'shwa-mjtra  perform  at  Poosbkura 
severe  austerities  according  to  his  \x>w. 

Thus  far  the  forty-ninth  Section,  describing  the  sacrifice  of  I7mb«reeshfl, 

Qq  q  3 
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SECTION    Si, 

A  thousand  years  being  completed,  all  the  gods  desirous  of  bestowing  tfie 
reward  of  these  austerities,  came  to  Ac  sage  who  had  performed  the  ablu- 
tion.*    The  most  illustrious  Brtthma,  pleasantly  addressing  him,  said,  "  Thou 
art  by  us  esteemed  a  chief  sage;  now  put  an  end  to  thy  austerities."  Having 
said  this,  Bruhma  departed. 

V».shwa-mrlrfl,  hearing  this,  again  engaged"  in-  sacred  austerities.     While 
thus  employed,  O  Rama,  Menwka,  the  Z7ps«rtf,  came  thither  to  seduce  him. 

,  Thi.  ablution  wa,  performed  in  token  of  hi,  ka^in^  completed  hi,  tow,  a  custoir  p.*vailing 
among  the  UindooB  to  this  day. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5^ 


«"CT.  I..]  THE  RAMAYC^^. 

^^m  ?R?^:  ^fip  INlfNww^  \^n 

She,  incomparable  in  beauty,  began  to  bathe  in  Pooshkwra.  The  son  of  Koo^ 
shikij,  O  Ramtfj  beheld  MentJca,  of  surprising  form,  unparalleled  in  beauty, 
in  appearance  resembling  Shree.      Seeing  the  fascinating  Menuktf,  beautiful, 
in  symetry  of  frame,  in  the  uninhabited  wilderness,,  her  clothing  wetted  by 
the  stream,  he,  subdued  by  the  arrows  of  Ki^ndt^rp^,  approaching  her,  said, 
**  O  fair  one,    Who?    whose?    whence,  art  thou?     Whence  camest  thou, 
into  this  wood  ?     O^  timorous  one,  come,  rest  thyself  in  my  pleasant  hermi« 
tage."      Menuka  hearing  this,   replied  to  Vtshwa-mitra^  "I  am  an  Upsura, 
Menuka  by  name,  come  hither,  through  love  to  thee».       If  thou  approve, 
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receive  me  completely  devoted  to  thee.""  Upon  this,  he,  taking  by  the 
hand  this  seducing  female,  entered  the  hermitage.  Five  times  five  years  of 
Vfshwa-m/tr^'s,  spent  in  dalliance  with  her,  passed  away  like  a  moment. 
Lost  to  wisdom  and  reflection,  the  sage  supposed  the  years  spent  with  her  to 
be  but  one  day.  This  time  being  past,  Vishwa-mrtra,  rich  in  sacred  au- 
sterities, perceiving  himself  to  be  seduced,  exclaimed,  **  What!  my  displea- 
sure, my  wisdom,  my  austerities,  my  fiim  resolution,  all  destroyed  at  oncel 
by  a  woman  ?    SediKed  by  the  crime  in  which  Indra  delights,  am  I  stripped    ' 
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of  the  advantage  arising  from  all  the  austerities  I  have  performed  ?      I  will* 
abandon  this  woman;  This  stumbling-block  to  me  the  slave  of  lewd  desire 

is  near.  "*  The  grear  sage  Koushik^,  sighing  and  full  of  repentant  sorrow, 
then  beheld  the  t^pswrtfMenuka,  trembling  and  full  of  terror,  standing  near  him 
with  hands  respectfully  joined,  and  dismissed  her  with  affectionate  words. 
Having  steadily  fixed  his  mind  upon  subduing,  his  evil  desire,  the  penitent 
sa<ye,  abandoned  Vooshkura,  and  went  to  the  northern  mountain;  and  arriving 
at  the  banks  of  the  Koushikee,    perfoimed  the  most  severe  austerities. 

The  highly  illustrious   one,     O    RamJ,     engaged'  in   sacred  mortifica- 
tion for  another  thousand,  years.         Upon  this  the  gpds  filled  with    fear,  as- 
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•sembling  with  the  collected  sages  and  Vasttva,  thus  consulted  together:  "  The 
son  of  Kooshika  desires  the  title  of  a  great  sage;  by  his  astonishing  austeri- 
ties he  is  about  to  bring  upon  us  great  distress.  Let  this  be  prevented.  O 
Brtthma,  O  chief  one,  put  a  stop  to  these  severe  austerities."  Hearing  the 
decided  wish  of  the  gods,  the  venerable  «ire  of  the  celestials,  went  to  Vfshwa^ 
xn/trtf,  the  gem  of  austerities,  and  with  a  loud  voice  said,  "  O  great  sage, 
desist  from  thine  austerities :  1  bestow  on  thee  the  pre-eminence  among  the 
chief  sages." 

Vjshwa.m:tr4/,  rich  in  devotion,  hearing  the  words  of  Brwhma,  with  hands 
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respectfully  joined,  bowed,  and  thus  replied  to  the  sire  of  all,  "  O  divine  one, 
if  indeed  I  have  any  merit  of  sacred  austerities  may  I  by  thy  favour  obtain 

the  title  of  Brwhm^-sage,  so  difficult  to  be  obtained  yet  attainable  by  sacred 
mortification. "  Brwhma  replied  to  him,  ^*  Thou  hast  not  yet  subdued  thy 
passions.  How  canst  thou,  whose  lust  and  anger  are  unsubdued,  desire  brah- 
manhood  ?  O  son  of  Kooshika,  subdue  thine  organs,  overcome  thy  lust  and 
thine  anger ;  then  wilt  thou  obtain  brahmanhood,  that  dignified  state  obtain- 
-^d  with  such  difficulty,*'     Brwhma,  saying  this,  again  departed, 
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Vtshwa-mjtTtf,  rich  in  mortification,  now  entered  upon  a  far  more  severe 
course  of  devotion^,  from  which  nothings  could  divert  him;  a  course  most 
difficult  to  sustain ;  with  arm  uplifted,  he,,  without  support,  feeding  on  air, 
fixed  himself  in  one  place  like  the  stump  of  a  tree;  ^  in  the  burning  heat  of 
summer  surrounded  night  and  day  by  five  fires;  in  the  rainy  season  lying 
exposed  underneath  the  cloudy  canopy  of  heaven,  andun  the  dewy  season: 
lying  constantly  in  water.  Thus  the  great  ascetic  passed  a  thousand  years  in. 
a  course  of  the  most  severe  austerities..  Whilst  the  great  sage  was  perform-^ 
ing  these  austerities,   the  gods  and!  Vasttva  w€re  filled  with  distress.  At 

length  Shukxa^   O  son  of  RughoOy  contrived  a,  way  to  obstruct  his  devotion : 
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Calling  the  {Tpsum  Rumbha,  the  chief  one,  surrounded  by    the   Muroots, 
consulted  with  her  how  to  promote  .his  own  interest  and  injure  the  son  of 
Kooshika. 
"Thus  far  the  fiftieth  Section,  called  the  dismissal  of  Menuka. 
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• 

/hdrtf  thus  addressed  the  Upsura  Rwmbha,  "O  tKou  of  most  engaging  miettj. 
celebrated  among  all  the  Upsuras^  O  Rwmbha,  able  to  perceive  and  accom- 
modate thyself  to  the  disposition  of  every  lover,  accomplish  this  work  of  the 
gods:  by  the  riches  of  thy  beauty,  entice  the  son  ofKooshika,  engaged  in  sacred 
auterities."  Thus  addressed  by  the  wise,  thousand-eyed  deity,  Rumbha,  bowing, 
with  hands  joined,  in  token  of  submission,  replied  to  the  chief  of  the  gods :  **0 
lord  of  Shuchee,!  the  ascetic  Vtshwa-mftr^  is  exceedingly  irascible;  he,  en- 
raged, will  hurl  upon  me  his  wrathful  curse.  Be  entreated,  therefore,  to  ex- 
cuse me  from  this  dangerous  office,    O  lord  of  the  gods ;     his  austerities  can- 

^  Indras  wife. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


533 


SECT.  tr.J  THE  RAMAYCTNA,. 

f^  Jt w^  p  5Rt  M:  fN  ^  ft^Hifefm  I 

not  be  interrupted ;  he  is  the  chief  of  ascetics,"  To  her,  trembling,  with  her 
hands  joined,  replied  Shtikr^,  **  ORwmbha,  amiable  in  speech,  fear  not;  ac- 
complish my  desire.  When  the  trees  are  in  bloom,  I,  assuming  the  form  of  the 
heart-ravishing  K6ki]a,  Avili  stand  near  thee,  together  with  Kundwrp^.  O  thda 
captivating  the  heart,  assume  a  surprizing  and  alluring  form,  and  go  seduce 
the  sage  in  the  wood."  Thus  addressed  by  the  sovereign  of  the  gods,  Rwmbha, 
of  mo5t  engaging  mien,  assuming  a  fascinating  form,  begun  to  allure  Vzshwa^ 
mur^,  while  India,  O  Rama,  in  the  form  of  a. melodious  Kokzla,  stood  near, 
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with  Kwndwrptf,  alluring  the  sage.  Hearing  in  the  woods  .the  voice  of^hc  me- 
lodious Kok/I^r,  and  the  ravishing  sound  of  Rtimhha's  song,  and  aflFected  by  the 
cooling  zephyrs,  perfumed  with  odours  and  exciting  sensationsof  loose  desire, 
the  sage,  robbed  of  his  heart  hy  Mwdun^,^  fixed  his^yeson  thecaptivating  Rum- 
bha,  Tendered  still  rhore  charming  bj  the  powers  of  song.  Feeling  himself  atti  act- 
ed by  the  sound  and  the  view  of  Rambha,  the  sage,  rememhering  his  former 
fall,  was  filled  with  fear.  At  length,  by  the  eye  of  contemplation  perceiving 
this  to  he  a  contrivance  df  the  thousand-eyed  god,  he,  inflamed  with  anger, 
thus  addressed  Rwmbha :  **  As  thou,  O  Rumbha^  hast  attempted  to  allure  me 

i  Cupid. 
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by  thy  beauty,  condemned  by  my  curse  remain  petrified  in  this  sacred  forest 
a  full  ten  thousand  years:  a  brahman  perfected  by  sacred,  austerities  shall 
become  thy  deliverer/*  Having  turned  R'umbha  into  a  stone,  the  great  sage, 
thus  become  the  subject  otangerj  felt  the  keenest  anguish  of  mind;  Beholding 
Rumbha  instantly  petrified  through  his  anger,  and  seeing  the  depraved  Foo-- 
nindurtf,  together  with  Kimdurpa,  he,  O  Raro^z,  reflecting  on  his  course  off 
austerities  again  interrupted,  could  obtain  no  peace,  because  his  passions  were 
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unsubdued ;  the  interruption  of  his  sacred  austerities  incessantly  filled  him  with 
painful  reflections.  At  length  he  resolved  thus,  "  I  will  not  fall  into  anger,  nor 
will  I  speak,  or  even  breathe  more  for  a  thousand  years  to  come.  Subjecting 
my  organs  of  body  and  mind,  I  will  afflict  myself  till  I  obtain  brahmanhood  as 
the  fruit  of  sacred  austerities.  Without  eating  or  breathing  will  I  remain  eter- 
nal years,  nor  shall  the  members  of  me,  practising  austerities,  experience  de- 
cay. "  The  great  sage  thus,  O  Raghwv^,  performed  austerities  for  the  space  of  a 
thousand  years,  carrying  into  effect,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  a  resolution  unparalle- 
led in  the  universe. 

Thus  far  the  fifty-first  Section,  containing  ShutdLxiundd's  relation  of  the  curse 
ofRz^mbha. 
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SECTION    Lit. 

After  this,  the  great  sage,  O  Ranui^  leaving  Himttvwtce,  went  eastward,  and 
engaged  in  a  most  severe  course  of  sacred  austerities :  having  fulfilled  the  un- 
equalled vow  of  a  thousand  years  silence,  he  completed,  O  Ramii,  thi's  most 
difficult  course  of  sacred  mortification.  After  the  thousand  years  were  expired, 
anger  could  no  more  obtain  admission  to  the  breast  of  the  great  sage,  render- 
ed cautious  by  many  temptations,  and  reduced  even  to  a  log  of  wood.  Main- 
taining his  resolution  unshaken,  O  Ram^i,  he  thus  finished  his  course  of  inces- 
sant and  undiminished  austerities/* 

The  vow  of  a  thousand  years  being  completed,  the  most  devout  one  be- 
gan to  cat.     At  this  time,  O  son  of  Rughoc,  /ndrtf,  assuming  the  form  of  one 
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of  the  twice  born,  requested  the  toiled  rice  ;.upon  which,  he  giving  the  whole* 
of  the  food  he  had  dressed  to  thia  hrahman,  still  maintained  his  resolution*. 
The  brahman,  having  eaten  the  whole,   the  sage  said  not  a  word,  but  still 
maintained  his  silence  and  suppression  of  breath*      The  chief  of  sages  not 
having  breathed  for  a  thousand  years,  from  the  head  of  him  thus  suppressing; 
his  breath,    arose  a  smoke  ^  which. illuminated  and  terrified  the  three  worlds. 
Struck  with  consternation  at  his  austerities,  and  eclipsed  by  his  splendor,   the 
gods,  the  sages,  the  Gundhttrv^s,  the  hydras,  the  serpents,  and  the  Rakshuses, 
filled  with  guilty  anguish,  thus   addressed  the  venerable  sire  of  the  gods  ; 
1  This  smoke  is  said>  by  tbc  pundtts,  to  have  beeu  IuminoiM» 
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<«  Vishwa-mitw,  the  great  sage,  though  allured  and  provoked  by  many  temp- 
tations,  still  increases  in  his  austerities.  The  smallest  tincture  of  sin  does 
not  appear  in  him.  If  the  desire  of  his  mind  be  not  granted,  he  will  by  his 
austerities  destroy  the  universe.  The  eictremities  of  the  universe  are  in  con- 
fusion  ;  no -one  makes  the  least  appearance.  The  seas  are  agitated;  all  the 
mountains  are  falling  ;  the  earth  trembles;  the  winds  stir  not.  O  Brwhma, 
we  cannot  vouch  that  mankind  will  not  become  atheists^  The  universe 
is  full  of  astonishment  and  perturbation.      By  the  splendor  of  this  sage  is  the 
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sun  deprived  of  light.  O  divine  one,  before  the  great  sage,  resplendent  as  the 
fire,  determihe  to  bring  upon  the  universe  [destruction  equal  to  the  great  con- ' 
flagration,  graciously  deign  to  grant  him  his  desire,  and  preserve  the  kingdom 
of  the  gods," 

The  gods  now,  with  Bnthma  at  their  head,  in  pleasing  accenU  addressed 
the  great  Vishwi-mitra:  "  O  Bruhnw-sage,  blessings  attend  thee;  weareplea».. 
ed  with  thine  austerities.  O  KoushiTui,  by  thy  severe  mortifications  thou  hast 
obtained  the  nature  and  dignity  of  a  brahman.  O  brahman,  we  and  the  Mm- 
rwts  grant  thee  length  of  days.  Receive  blessedness,  O  beloved  one;  peace  be 
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to  thee ;  go  where  thou  plezst&t/^  Hearing  these  words  of  th^  venerable  sire, 
and  all  the  celestials^  the  great  sage  rejoicing,  bowed  and  replied^  ^'If  I  Have 
obtained  brahmanhood  and  longevity^  grant  me  also  divine  wisdom,  and  sacred  ^t^<?./ 
knowledge,  and  truth.  Men  acquainted  with  sacred  science,  call  the  accom* 
plishment  of  an  undertaking,  patience;  memory,  science,  capacity  (to  acquire 
knowledge),  a  placid  mind,  forbearance,  sacred  austerities,  self-denial,  compas- 
sion, contempt  of  worldly  things^   a  knowledge  of  all  things,  gratitude,  indif- 

^  The  words  in  tlie  original  are  *■  Brohma,  and  Vedn,  and  Svtya/'  According  to  the  com* 
mentatorB,  the  first  means  a  right  to  repeat  the  sacred  monosyllahle  Om ;  the  second,  Veda, 
is  often  nied  bj  the  Hindoos  to  denote  science  ingencial;  here  it  probably  means  a  kind  o{ 
incuiti?e  knowledge  of  the  books  called  Veda* 
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ference  amidst  all  vicissitudes,  innoxiousness,  siocerity,  henevokace,  anddisen* 
gagedness  from  all  connections,  by  the  name  Brahmy^,^  let  this  £xceljent  uex* 
pendible  gift  reside  in  me.  O  ye  gods,  let  the  son  of  Bruhma,  VMshzshthtf, 
chief  of  those  who  ar^  skilled  in  the  JCshwtny^;  Veda,  and  of  those  learned  in 
the  sacred  Ved^,  acknowledge  me  thus.  O  ye  chief  deities,  if  this  my  great 
desire  be  granted,  depart."     Then  Vu^hiiihiha,  the -sacred  sage,  cliief  in  repeti-  ! 

tion  of  the  divine  name,  being  conciliated  by  the  gods,  acquiesced  in  their  wish, 
and  formed  a  friendiihip  with  Vzshwa-mitrd:.^     All  the  gods  then    replying 

1  .Brahmya;  the  posscssieuof  these  qnalities  is  said  to  be  the  means  of  obtainiug  hruhma- 

jnaua,  which  secures  beatitude  or  absorption  into  the  Supreme  Being. 

*  Whether  Vwhwhtha  came  and  made  overtures  of  friendship  while  the  gods  were   present 
h  not  quite  clear.      This  seems  implied. 
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"  thy  wish  is  accomplished  j   thou  art  without  doubt  a  sacred  sage,"  departed' 
as  they  came.  Having  obtained  the  high  dignity  of  brahmanhuod,  the  virtuous 
fiihwa-mttra  paid  homage  to  the  sacred  sage  Vushtshtha,  chief  among  those 
who  repeat  the.  divine  name.      The  great  one  having,  O  Rama,  obtained  his 
wish,  he,  thus  possessed  of  brahmanhood,  traversed  the  whole  earth,  still 
engaged  in  devotion.       This,  O  Rama,  is  t&e  chiefof  sages ;  the  mirror,  of 
satred  austerities..        This  is  he  constantly  excelling^ in  virtue  and  heroism. 
The  excellent  twice  born  one,  of  nughty  energy,  having  thus  concluded  his 
narrative,  ceased.      Having  heard  the  narration  of  Shutanunda,  the.  eloquent: 
son  of  Kwshika,  who  stood  near  Rama  and  LMkshmunfl,  exclaiming  "  Ex- 
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cellent,  excellent/'  greatly  honoured  the  sacred  sage  Shutantfndtf.  Junuka 
now,  with  hands  respectfully  joined,  spoke  thus  to  the  son  of  Kooihika, 
'*  Happy  am  I,  peculiarly  favoured,  since  to  behold  my  sacrifice  thou  art 
come,  O  chief  of  sages,  with  Kakootsthtf  and  a  multitude  of  the  excel- 
lent twice  bom.  By  thee,  O  brahman,  am  I  purified ;  numerous  are  the 
benefits,  O  great  sage,  which  I  have  obtained  by  the  sight  of  thee.  O  gem 
of  sacred  austerities,  by  the  assemblage  of  thine  excellencies  is  this  assembly 
purified,  I  have  heard  fully  narrated  the  story  of  thy  wonderful  austerities ; 
as  has  the  great  Rama,      By  those  assembled  have  also  thy  numerous  excel- 
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lencies  l)een  heard ;  umncasurable  have  been  thy  austerities ;  immense  is  thjr 
newer ;  ever  unmeasnrable  thine  excellent  qualities,  O  son  of  Kooshika. 
O  my  lord,  a  person  is  never  satiated  with  hearing  these  wonderful  things. 
The  time  for  the  (evening)  ceremonies  draws  near.  O  great  sage,  the  sun 
•declines;  in  the  early  dawn  thou  wilt  see  me  again.  O  chief  of  those 
lepeating  the  sacred  name,  may  peace  attend  thee,  permit  me  now  to  depart." 
This  being  said,  the  great  sage  applauding  Jwnwktf,   the  chief  of  men,  gave 
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him  permission  to  depart,  upon  which  Vishaltf,  the  sovereign  of  Mtthtla,  cir* 
cumambulating  the  great  sage,  fall  of  joy,  speedily  departed  with  his  pre- 
ceptor to  the  palace.  The  great  Vtshv\ra-mitr<t  also,  honoured  by  the  great: 
sages,  returned  with  Rama  and  Lukshmuna  to  his  lodging. 

Thus  far  the  fifty-sccond  Section,  describing  Vtshwa-mitra's  obtaining 
brahtnanhood. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iKT.  xiii.]  THE    RAMAY^NJ.  Wr 

SECTION    LIU. 

The  bright  moming  having  dawned,  the  king,  performing  his  morning 
devotions,  called  for  Vtshwa-mnr<z  and  Raghttv^ :  having  honoured  the  sage 
and  the  two  great  descendants  ol  Rwgho^,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  shas- 
tr^,  the  pious  monarch  thus  addressed  him,  "  O  divine  one,  peace  be  to  thee. 
What,  O  sinless  one,  shall  I  do  ?  What  does  my  lord  require  of  me  ?  I  am 
wholly  at  thy  devcftion/'    Thus  addressed  by  the  virtuous  ]unuka,  the  great 
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and  eloquent  sage  replied :  "These  two  royal  sons  of  Dusha-ruth^,  renowned 
throughout  he  universe^  desire  to  see  the  great  bow  which  i&  deposited  with 
thee.  Peace  be  to  thee :  shew  the  bow  to  these  princes  desirous  ofseeingit  j  by 

a  view  thereof  they  will  be  highly  gratified/'  Junttka,  thus^  addressed,  replied 
to  the  great  sage,  "  Hear  the  story  of  this  bow,  and  for  what  reason  it  is  d^posit^ 
ed  with  me.  By  the  great  Sbunkura  yrd^  tins  bow  delivered  to  Deva-rat#,  the 
eldest  son  of  Nimi.  In  ancient  time,  at  the  destruction  of  Dttksh^'s  sacrifice, 
Shunkttr^  having,  with  this  bow,   destroyed  ^  all  the  gods,  thus  addressed 

1  The  pimdits  reconcile  tb'w  contradiction  by  saying,  that  there  are  eight  kinds  of  death 
or  destroction ;  such  aa  shaving  a  person^  head  ;  torniug  him  oat  of  the  company ;  loading  him 
wi:h  reproach,  &c.     In  the  latter  sense  they  interpret  tKfe  word  here* 
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them>  "  Oye  gods,  to  me  desirous  of  a  share  you-have  given  nothing;  and  with 
this  hovf  will  I  crash  the  bodies  of  you  all.  Overwhelmed  with  fear,  the  gods 
bowing  to  Roodra  made  supplication  to  him,  upon  which  he  became  pacific 
towards  them:  thus  rendered  propitious,  he  restored  to  the  powerful  gods  the 
limbs  cut  off  by  the  bow.  This  bow  of  the  great  deity,  O  divine  one,  remains 
honoured  in  our  family  even  to  this  day.  After  this  a  female  infant  was  dug  up 
by  the  plough,  as  I  was  ploughing  up  a  spot  for  sacrifice.i  This  infant  obtain* 
ed  thus  by  me  while  ploughing  up  the  field,  I  called  by  the  name  of  Sceta.  *  My 

1  A  spot  when  designed  for  sacrifice  is  first  carefully  ploughed^  the  clods  broken  aad  the 
place  cleamsed  from  all  stoae  and  rubbish, 

2  From  Sceta,  a  furrow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


550  THE    ^AMAYI^^.  [boos,  r^ 

«5u5^^i^^^f?r  ?^i5it  ^w  '^^j  ^^  H 

daughter,  possessed  of  a  celestial  form  and  nature,  is  to  be  the  meed  of  valour. 
This  my  blooming  daughter,  raised  from  out  of  the  earth,  kings  coming  (fom 
afar)  have  sought  in  marriage.    To  these  kings  I  declared,  that  she  was  to  be  * 

given  as  the  reward  of  heroism.  Upon  this  the  kings,  earnestly  desirous  of  my 
daughter,  came  to  my  city  to  make  trial  of  their  strength;  but  the  bow,  there 
exhibited  by  me  to  prove  their  might,  they  were  unable  to  grasp,  much  less 
could  they  raise  it  up.  Perceiving  them,  O  great  sage,  to  be  of  small  strength, 
I  refused  to  give  my  daughter  to  any  one  of  them.  Then  these  kings,  O  great 
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sage,  in  anger  uniting  with  each  other,  came  and  besieged  my  city  Mithila  on 
every  side.  These  king^,  chagrined  through  the  imagined  injury,  and  filled 
with  rage  greatly  distressed  M/thila :  having  come  to  a  firm  resolution  they 
besieged  it  for  a  full  year*  When  by  that  siege,  I  was  in  all  respects  exceed- 
ingly reduced,  I  propitiated  the  god  of  gods,  the  lord  of  Oomdi.  The  divine 
one  being  pleased,  through  his  favour,  I  obtained  an  army  composed  of  the  four 
divisions.  *     After  which,  the  kings,  O  sage,  defeated  by  me,   departed  with 

^  These  four  divisioQi  consist  of  infantry,  cayalry,  chariots  and  elephants.. 
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their  power  reduced,  their  army  -diminished,  and  {heir courage  lost;  yetino 
dignant  amidst  their  weakness.  To  day,  O  most  excellent  sage,  I  will  shew  to 
Ram<z  and  Ijikshmurui  this  divine  andresplendant  bow.  If  Rama  he  able  to 
bend  this  bow  I  will  give  Seeta,  the  unborn,  to  be  the  daughter  in  law  of 
Dusha-ruihc. 

Thus  far  the  fifty-third  Section,  containing  JumWs  address  to  Dwsh^-ruthtf . 
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and  ofVishw^mitra,  won  by  thy  son,  who  is  arrived  at  my  palace.  The  divine 
bow  being  brought,  was  broken  in  the  midst  by  the  great  Ram^z,  the  residence 
of  strength,  amidst  a  great  assembly.  By  me  is  Seeta,  the  meed  of  valour,  to 
be  given  to  thy  son  I  desire  to  complete  this  promise;  it  is  thine,  O  royal 
sage,  to  command  it;  speedily  come  hither,  O  chief  of  men,  with  thy  pre- 
ceptors, thy  family,  thine  army,  and  all  thine  attendants.  Increase  the  affec- 
tion which  I  have  so  long  borne  thee,      I  desire  to  give  spouses  to  both  thy 
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sons."  A'dvised,  Oking,  by  Vishwa-mrtra,  Shutanunda  also  consenting,-. 
Junukfl  the  king  addresses  thee  thus.  Having  h'eardthe  words  of  the  m«sw. 
$e»gers,  the  king,  full  of  joy,  said'to  Vushishtha  and  all  the  priests,-  "  Pro- 
tected by  thee,  the  son  of  Kooshikiz,  the  increascr  of  Koushwlya's  joy,  with  his 
brother  LukshmMna,'  has  gone  to  Vi'deha  :  the  renowned  Janttka  having 
beheld  in  Kakootstha -heroism  desires  to  reward  it  by  giving  him  Seeta.  K 
it  be  agreeable  to  you,  O  brahmans,  Jwnuka,  the  great  sovereign,  becomes 
allied  to  me..  I  will  go  thither;  you  speedily  do  the  same,"  Vttshishthj  andi 
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the  other  sages  hearing  this,  were  highly  pleased,  and  acquiescing  said,  wc 
will  go  to-morrow.  The  messengers  of  the  king  of  Vedehtf,  entertained  with 
respect,  and  greatly  honoured  by.  the  royal  attendance,  remained  there  that 
night. 

Thus  far  the  fifty-fifth  Section,  containing  the  message  of  Junuk^. 

U  u  u  3 
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♦ 

SECTION  LVI. 

That  night  being  past^  the  harppy  Dusha-rutha^  the  sovereign  of  men,  at* 
tended  by  his  preceptor,  said  to  Soomuntra,  **Let  all  the  treasurers,  bringing 
the  treasure,  go  before  me,  taking  with  them  many  various  kinds  of  jewels; 
let  my  array,  composed  of  four  bodies,  speedily  pass  forward  in  complete 
order ;  at  my  command  let  them  prepare  my  excellent  vehicles;  let  Vwshzsh- 
tha,  Vamfl-devj,  Javah',  Kashywp(2,  Bhn'g(?o,  the  ancient  sage,  Maikwndeya, 

and  Katyayunfl,  these  twice  bom  ones,  go  with  me  in  chariots.    Let  the  mes- 
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sengers  hasten  the  preparations  forme  that  the  time  be  not  wasted  in  delay Z*' 
At  this  command  of  the  sovereign  of  men,  the  army,  composed  of  four  divi*- 
sions,  marched  after  him,  attended  by  the  sagca.  In  four  days  they,  arriving 
in  Videhtf,  beheld  the  pleasant  city  Mithila,  protected  by  Junuka;  who,  going 
tomeet  themj  received  them  with  every  honour.  The  delighted  Junuka  ap- 
proaching the  good  king  Dwshfl-rwth^j  was  filled  with  joy.  The  chief  of  men 
then  addressed  the  excellent  one  :  **  O  great  king,  hast  thou  had  a  prosperous 
journey?     It  is  my  happiness  that  thou  hast  entered  my  house.       Thou  wilt 
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now  receive  the  caresses  of  thy  two  sons  of  unconquered  valour.  Welcome 
to  the  divine  Vushjshthflj,  attended  by  the  sages,  as  Shuta-hrutoo  by  the  gods ! 
Welcome  to  Mark?^ndey^  and  the  other  great  sages,  Happy  am  I,  delivered 
from  every  kind  of  distress.  Happy  am  I,  my  family  being  honoxired  hy  an 
alliance  with  the  family  of  g-Wghoct,  e;:?ccellent  in  virtue*  This  day  my  birth 
bccoipes  effectual.  This  day  have  I  obtained  the  fruit  of  my  actions.  This 
day,  O  royal  sage,  my^ielf  and  my  whole  family  are  purified  by  an  alliance 
with  thee;*  By  the  coming  of  these  great  sages,  I  am  this  day  purified  and 
refreshed  in  a jnost  peculiv  .manner^     O  great  kijag,   to*morrow  morning, 
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at  die  completion  of  the  sacri6ce,  lie  pleased,  withthesages,  to  celebrate  the 
sacred  nuptials."  Hearing  these  words,  king  Dashfl*ruth«  replied  to  Juniika, 
king  of  MithHa,  in  the  midst  of  the  sages :  "  O  king,  we  are  the  receivers ; 
we  are  esteemed- subjea  to  the  giver;  it  is  ours  to  perfoiro  at  any  time  what- 
ever  may  be  commanded  by  thee."  Junuka  hearing  this  pleasing  and  submis. 
sive  reply  of  the  aflFectionate  king,  was  greatly  astonished.  AH  the  sages  then, 
highly  pleased  with  their  mutual  interview,  spent  the  night  in  communica- 
ting  to  each  other  the  effusions  of  their  hearts,  meritorious  to  bear  and  re- 
peat.    Knowing,each  other's  powers,  they  reciprocally  yielded  the  honours 
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due  to  each  other.  King  Dusha-rutha,  seeing  Vishwa-mftrtf,  with  joyful 
mind,  bowed  his  head  and  affectionately  saluting  him,  said,  "  O  my  Lord, 
having  met  with  thee  I  am  purified."  Vishwa-m^trtf  aflPectionately  replied 
to  him,  '*  O  royal  sage,  thou  art  purified  by  thy  own  deeds ;  and  by  thy 
son  Ram^,  the  accomplisher  «f  difficult  enterprizes,  thou  art  purified  ;  thou 
art  worthy  of  praise ;  thou  art  approved  even  by  the  gods.  This  thy  son 
Ram^,  O  sovereign  of  men,  taken  away  by  me,  is  now  in  possession  of  feli- 
city,   O  son  of  Rwghoo,   together  with  his  brother  Lukshmuna/'     Thus  ad- 
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SECTION  Lir* 

Vrsliwa-tiirtrtf,  the  great  sage,  hearing  the  words  of  Junuka,  said  to  the  king, 
•*  Let  this  bow  be  shewn  to  Rama/*  This  being  said,  Junvka  ordered  a  person 
to  bring  the  bow  for  Kdnna  to  behold.  The  courtiers,  commanded  by  ]unu^ 
ka,  entered  the  palace,  and  caused  the  bow  to  be  brought  by  their  attendants^ 
Eight  hundred  men,  tall  and  strong,  brought  the  huge  eight  ^wheeled  case  in 
which  it  was  deposited.          Having  brought  the  case  in  which  was  the  bowj 
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these  men,  bowing  to  Junuktf,  said;  *'  O  sovereign  of  men,  let  the  resplendent 
bow  brought  hither  at  thy  command,  be  shewn  to  the  sage  and  Raihj/' 
Junttk^,  hearing  their  representation,  thus  addressed  himself  to  Vzshwa-mitr^j, 
(standing)  with  Rama  and  Lukshmuna^  "  O  brahman,  the  bow  deposited  in^ 
tpy  house,  is  now  brought,  the  bow  which  the  kings  were  unable  to  raise;  the 
gods,  with  Indra,  are  not  able  to  bend  it,  nor  are  the  Yuksh^s,  nor  the  hydras, 
nor  the  RiAsh«ses ;  nor  any  one  except  Shiva,  •the  godi  of  gods.  What 
power  then  have  men  to  bend  this  bow,  or  to  discharge  it,  or.  even  to  draw  the 
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string.  This  divine  bow  now  brought  is  at  thy  command  :  O  sage,  shew 
it  quickly  to  those  princes."  The  virtuous  V/shwa-mitr^,  hearing  these 
words  of  Junuka,  addressed  Rama  with  joyful  mind,  "  O  thou  of  mighty  arm, 
take  this  divine,  incomparable  bow  ;  exert  thy  strength,  O  Raghwv^,  to  take 
it  up  and  bend  it :  O  my  beloved  Ram^,  view  this  divine  bow/*  At  these 
words  of  the  sage,  Rzma,  going  to  the  case  in  which  the  bow  was  deposited, 
said  to  Vishwa-mifrtf,  "  This  divine  bow  will  I  raise  with  one  hand ;  in  drawing 
it  I  will  exert  my  strength.      "  Well" — ^replied  to  him  the  king  and  the  sage. 

V  vvS 
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Upon  this,  Ram^,  in  a  sportive  manner  raised  the  bow  with  one  hand,  the 
assembled  multitude  on  all  sides  looking  on.  Then,  smiling,  he  with  a  slight 
cflFort  prepared  the  bow;  having  made  it  ready  the  mighty  one  drew  it;  by 
the  strength  of  Rama  the  bending  bow  brake  in  the  midst!  The  deep  sound 
resembled  the  crash  of  a  falling  mountain,  or  the  noise  of  the  Vujva  hurled 
upon  the  top  of  a  mountain  by  Shukrei,  Stunned  by  the  sound,  the  people 
on  every  side  fell  down,  except  Vishwa-nutro;,  and  the  king,  and  the  twa 
descendants  of  Rughoa. 

The  people  being  somewhat  recovered,  the  king,  full  of  astonishment,  with 
hands  respectfully  joined^    said  to  Vishwa-mztra,    "  O  divine  one,  of  this 
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RdiTna,  the  son  of  Dz^sh^-rutha,  I  have  formerly  heard.  Unparalleled  is  this 
deed  of  his  shewn  by  thee ;  he  shall  receive  my  daughter,  the  glcry  of  the 
family  of  the  Junukas. .  Seeta  having  obtained  Ram^,  the  son  of  Dwsh^-rwtha, 
for  her  husband,  my  promise  of  giving  her  as  a  reward  of  heroism  is  fulfilled. 
I  will  give  to  Rama,  Seeta,  more  dear  than  life.  With  thy  permission^ 
O  sage,  let  messengers^  on  swift  horses,  go  speedily  at  my  command  from 
hence  to  I/yodhya,  and  acquainting  the  king  with  the  news,  bring  him 
to  my  palace  r  let  them  inform  him  of  the  gift  of  Seeta,  as  the  prize  of 
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valour:  let  them  inform  tTieling  respecting  tlie  two  aescendants  of  Kakoots- 
tha,  protected  by  thee:  by  these  glad  tidings  let  them  bring  the  king  hither," 
The  son  of  Kooshika  acquiescing,  the  king  speedily .  sent  his  ready  messen- 
gers to  £/yodhya,  thus  to  carry  tidings  to  the  king  and  bring  him  thither. 

Thus  far  the  fifty-fourth  Section,  termed   "  the  breaking  of  the  bow/' 
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SECTION    LV. 


Commanded  by  Jwnwka,  the  messengers,  mounted  on  swift  beasts,  tarrying 
(only)  three  nights  on  the  road,  arrived  at  the  city  of  C/yodhya,  Being  announc- 
ed to  the  king,  they  all,  entering  the  royal  palace,  beheld  the  god-like  and 
aged  king  Dttshfl-rwth^,  acquainted  with  sacred  duties,  constantly  administering 
justice  to  his  subjer:ts,  surrounded  by  his  courtiers,  by  the  godlike  sacrificing 
priests,  and  Vwshzshthtz,  and  the  other  counsellors,  even  as  Shwkrflis  surround-i 
ed  by  the  descendants  of  ^ngtra.  Seeing  him  (who  was)  the  genuine  resem« 
blance  of  the  protector  of  the  worlds   devoted  to  the  good  of  mankind,  thev, 
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bowing  before  bim,  with  hands  respectfully  joined,  thus  addressing  king 
Dusha-rttthd,  delivered  the  pleasing  message :  JunukJ,  the  king  of  Mtthtla, 
surrounded  by  the  brahmans  who  cherish  the  perpetual  fire,  repeatedly  en- 
quires, Oking,  in  the  most  aflFectionate  manner,  after  thy  undecayable  hap- 
piness and  state,  and  after  the  welfare  of  thy  sacred  preceptors  and  priests, 
and  thine  other  servants.  That  monarch,  O  king,  together  with  Vzshwa- 
mitrj,  having  previously  enquired  respecting  thine  health  and  state,  addres- 
ses thee  thus,  *'  My  daughter,  renowned  as  the  prize  of  valour,  known  even 
to  thee,  formerly  sought  by  certain  weak  princes,  is,  O  king,  at  the  corn- 
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dressed  by  the  wise  Vishwa-mitrtf,  the  king  rejoiced,  and  having  kissed  and 
closely  embraced  his  two  sons,  he  with  joyful  heart  passed  the  night  in  pleas* 
ing  repose.  Junuka^  the  king  also,  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  duty,  having 
by  his  wise  and  steady  conduct  accomplished  all  the  necessary  sacrificial 
ceremonies,  spent  the  night  in  happiness. 

Thus  far  the  fifty-sixth  Section,  containing  the  convenation  of  Jun«ktf  and 
Dusha-rutha.  Www 


Digitized  by 


Google 


570  THE     RAMAYC^N.4,  [boox  i. 

T^r^graq  "gro^:  wici<<  To^Tu^  1 1  ir 
^i4rt  ^if  H^l^  f^;iftjt[  TOq*  [Sir 


SECTION    I-ViU 

Jwnwktf,  the  eloquent,  having  with  the  great  sages  performed  his  accustomed 
devotions,  said  thus  to  the  priest  Shtttanttnd^,  "  M7  younger  brother  Koosha^ 
dhwuja  by  name,  fortunate  and  powerful,  resides  in  the  beautiful  city  Sankan- 
shy^,  equal  to  heaven,  which  resembling  the  chariot  Fooshpuka  reaches  to 
Chwyattalwkfl  and  drinks  of  the  river  Ash^c^mwtee^  I  want  to  see  that  great 
one  worthy  of  honour,  that  excellent  king  for  whom  I  have  such  an  affection/* 
Junuk^  having  spoken  these  word^  in  the  presence  of  Shutanvnda,  commanded 
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deitain  of  those  who  were  in  waiting  and  unemployed  to  depart  thither.  At 
the  command  of  the  lord  of  men,  the  swift  messengers  went  to  bring  this 
great  personage,  as  messengers  go  to  bring  Yishnoo  at  the  command  of 
Indra.  Arriving  at  Sankanshy^a;,  they  saw  Koosh^-dhwiya,  and  announced 
to  him  in  due  form  the  invitation  of  ]uuuka.  King  Ko(?sh^-dhwwjd5,  thus 
made  acquainted  by  the  swift  messengers  with  his  brother's  design,  came  at 
the  invitation  of  the  sovereign  of  men.  Arrived,  he  beheld  the  great  ]unu^ 
Vcy   devoted  to  religion,  and  first  bowing  even  to  the  feet  of  Shwtanwnda,  he 
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saluted  him  and  the  virtuous  Junuka.   Then,  being  desired,  he  seated  himself 

on  a  royal  seat.  These  twa  brothers,  heroes,  of  immense  energy,  being  seat- 
ed ,  thus  commanded  the  chief  counsellor  Soodsimuna,  "  O  chief  counsellor, 
speedily  go  to  Ik$hyr^koo,  of  unmeasurable  splendor,  and  bring  the  great  one 
together  with  his  son  and  the  priest/'  Soodamunti  going  to  his  lodging  saw  the 
increaser  of  the  family  of  the  Rttgho^ts,  and  bowing  his  head  said  to  him,  **  O 
King,  lordoft/yodhya,  Videh^,  kingofMrthela,  desires  to  see  thee,  with  thy 
preceptor  and  thy  priest.**^    At  the  words  of  the  chief  counsellor,  the  king,  at- 
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tended  by  the  sages,  and  his  friends,  went  to  the  place  where  Junuka  was.  That 
monarch  attended  by  his  counsellors,  his  preceptors,  and  friends,  approaching, 
embraced  him.  Then  king  Dz^sh^-rutha,  among  the  eloquent,,  thus  addressed 
Videhj:,  **  He  who  directs  in  all  these  affairs  is  the  great  Vwshzshth^,  the 
divine  sage,  known  by  thee  as  the  deity  of  our  family*  Commanded  by^ 
Vjshwa-mitr^,  he,  attended  by  the  other  great  sages;  -will  relate  in  order  the 
descent  of  our  family,  the  family  of  Ikshvfzkoo."^  DKsho-rwth^  being  silent, 
Vushishtha  the  divine  sage  thus  addressed  the  virtuous  Jttnttka,  attended  by 
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his  priest :  "  Indescribable  is  the  origin  of  Bruhma,  eternal,  imperishable, 
ever  the  same ;  from  him  was  produced  Mwreechi ;  the  son  of  Mt^reechi  was 
Kuahyupa  ;  from  the  descendent  of  Mwreeche  was  produced  I7ngira;  his  son 
was  Prwcheta ;  the  son  of  Prucheta  was  Munoo,  and  /kshwakoo  was  the  son  of 
Munoo.  This  /kshwakoo  was  the  first  sovereign  who  reigned  in  the  city  of 
Uyodhya.  The  son  of /kshwakoo  was  the  fortunate  Kookshz,  and  the  s  n  of 
Kookshi  was  Yikookshi;  the  illustrious  Van^J^  was  born  of  yikookshi,  and  the 
brave  UnuYunya,  possessed  of  mighty  energy,  was  the  son  of  Van^.  Pruho^ 
sprang  from  UnuTunya,   and  Tnshttnkoo  was  the  son  of  Pritho(7;   the  son  of 
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Tnshwnkoa  was  Dhoondhoomar^,  of  great  renown  ;  and  the  son  of  Dhoor^ 
dhoflmara  was  the  mighty  Yo(?vwnashwtf»     Mandhata,  lord  of  the  earth,  was 
the  son  of  Yoovtaisishwa;  the  fortunate  son  of  Mandhata  was  called  Soosundhi; 
S^t^st^ndhi  had  two  sons,   DhroaviZ-si^ndh^'  and  Prusenojzt.     The  son  of  the 
renowned  Drhoov^-sttndhi  was  called  Bht/rwta,  and  the  illustrious  Usita,   of 
mighty  energy,  was  produced  from  Bht^n^^,  against  whom  arose  the  hostile 
^^g^9   (of)  ^h^  Hihuyos,  the    Takjtmgh^s,  the  Shusht^vmdoos,  all  heroes, 
fighting  against  whom,   the  king  in  adverse  battle  was  expelled  his  country, 
and  going  with  his  two  wives  to  Himmut,  the  reduced  king  Usita  there  paid 
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the  debt  of  nature,  leaving  his  two  wives  pregnant ;  one  of  whom  gave  poison 
to  the  other,  to  destroy  the  fruit  of  her  womb.  At  this  time  the  sage  Chyw- 
vttnfl,  the  descendant  of  Bhn'goo,  constantly  resided  upon  the  great  and  plea- 
sant mountain  Hemttvut,  There  the  lotos-eyed  Kahndee,  possessor  of  the 
great  share,  desirous  of  an  excellent  son,  did  homage  to  the  son  of  Bhrigo^?, 
of  divine  power;  she  approaching  the  sage,  bowed  even  to  his  feet.  To  her 
desirous  of  a  son  the  brahman  thus  spake  concerning  his  birth :  **  O  possessor 
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of  the  great  portion,  O  lotos-eyed  one,  distress  not  thyself;  an  excellent 
son,  mighty,  illustrious,  a  great  and  fortunate  hero,  shall  e'er  long  be  produc- 
ed from  thy  womb,  together  with  the  poison.  The  king's  daughter,  faithful 
to  her  deceased  lord,  the  widowed  queen,  bowed  to  Chyuvwn^;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  that  blessing  bore  a  son,  who  made  his  appearance  with  the  poison 
given  her  by  the  other  wife  for  the  sake  of  causing  an  abortion.  The  child 
produced  together  withrthe  poison  was  named  Sugura}  The  son  of  Sugura  was 
l/sttmwnja,  and  from  him  was  born  i/ngsh(?oman.  Dwjleepa  was  the  son  of 
Z7ngshot?man,  and  Bhttgeer^thtf,  the  son  of  DwHeep^ ;  from  Bhttgeerwtha  de- 
scended Kttk(?(?tsth<»,  and  from  Kukot?tstha  Rughoo^  The  illustrious  son  of 
From  Sa,  in  coinpositioD,  witli,  and  Gura,  venom  or  poison. 
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Ru-ffhoo  was  the  great  Toorooshzduka ;    Kulmash^-pad^  was  his  son,  and  from 
him  descended  Shunkhula;  the  son  of  Shunkhultr  was  Soodwrshwn^,  whose 
son  was  U^^ni-vurria.      Sheeghrwg^  was  the  son  of  Ugnt-vurna,  and  Muvoo 
the  son  of  Sheeghr^zga  ;    the  son  of  Mitroo  was  Fmshooshrooka ;  from  Pri^- 
shooshrooka  descended  CTtnb^reesh.T.     Nuhoosha,  sovereign  of  the  world,  was 
the  son  of  J7mbwreesh^;   YMyatf  was  the  son  of  Ntihoosha,    and  his  son  was 
Nabhagcr.       The  son  of  Nabhag^  was  U]a,  and  the  son  of  f  j^  Dusha-riaha. 
From  this  Dwsh^-rwth^  are  sprung   Ram^  and   Liikshmuna.      O  King,   O 
chief  of  men,  I  request,   and  it  becomes  thee  to  give,    thy  two  daughters, 
equally  accomplished,  to  these   brothers  of  equal  worth,   descended  from  a 
race    abounding    in   excellence    as  the  sea  with  riches,   (descended)  from 
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the  primitive  line  of  sacred  kings,  eminent  in  virtue,   from  the  family   of 
/kshwakoo,   a  race  of  heroes,  distinguished  for  truth,  gene  rosity  and  piety, 
and  observant  of  all  the  duties  of  the  Kshwtra  tribe/' 

Thus  far  the  fifty-seventh  Section,  containing  the  espousal  of  the  damsels. 
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SECTION  LVIII* 

To  the  sage  thus  speaking,   Junuka^  with  joined  hands,  replied,  **Pcace  be 

to  thee ;  it  is  proper  for  thee  to  hear  detailed  the  pedigree  of  our  race :  at  the 
bcstowment  of  a  daughter  the  race  ought  to  be  fully  described  by  its  name^ 
its  wealth,  its  virtues,  and  disposition.**  Having  said  this  to  Vwshishthfl, 
chief  of  the  eloquent,  and  to  king  Dt^sha-ruth^,  Junuka  thus  began :  **  A  king, 
known  by  his  virtues  throughout  the  three  worlds  was  Ntmi,  eminently 
virtuous,  chief  among  all  creatures*      His  son  was  Mithiy  incomparabl  y 
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illustrious ;  the  son  of  Mithi  was  Junuka,  the  king ;  the  son  of  Junuka  was 
Ood^vusoOf  and  the  son  of  Oodatvt^oo,  Nttndj-vtf rdhwn^.  The  monarch  Sooketoo 
was  the  son  of  Nttndr-vttrdhun^,  and  the  virtuous  and  mighty  Dev^-rata  was^ 
the  son  of  Sooketoo;  the  son  of  the  royal  sage  Devix-rata  was  called  Vrihudiu^ 
tha,  whose  son  was  the  brave  Muha-veeryj.  The  patient  Soodhreti  was  the  son 
of  Mwha- veery^,  and  Dhnshta-ketoo,  the  great  and  pious,  owed  his  birth  to  Soo- 
dhttt ;  the  son  of  the  royal  sage  Dhn'shta-ketoo  was  called  Hur^ushw^ ;  Mt^roo 
was  the  son  of  Httrywshw^,  and  frusidhuka  was  the  son  of  Mwroo;  the  son  of 
Pru%idhuka  was  the  virtuous  monarch  Keertti-r«thtf ;  the  son  of  Keerttr-ruth^ 
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was  called  De^'^-meerh^,  and  Vihoodha  was  the  son  of  Dcva-mterha  ;  from 
him  sprang  UnAhika ;  and  the  son  of  Undhuka  was  Kricfvata;  the  son  of 
Kntjvat^  was  Knti-roma ;  the  son  of  Krui-roma  v/as  called  SwwrnJ-ronia, 
and  the  mighty  Hrwsw^-roma  was  the  son  of  Swwrna-roma.  To  this  great 
one,  acquainted  with  every  duty,  were  born  two  sons,  of  whom  I  myself  am 
the  eldest,  and  the  younger  is  this  my  brother  Koosha-dhwuja,  My  father 
having  installed  me,  the  eldest,    in    the   kingdom,   and  appointed    Koosha'^ 

m 

dhwuj^  to  the  office  of  prime  minister,  he,  abandoning  the  kingdom,   retired 
to  the  forest.^    My  aged  parent  being  gone  to  heaven,    I  regard  my  god-like 

^  Embraced  the  life  of  a  hermit* 
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brother,  O  son  of  Rt^ghoc?,  even  as  myself.  At  a  certain  time  king  Soodhunw^,^ 
the  valiant,  cameirom  Sankanshy^to  take  a  view  of  Mithila.  He,  O  Raghwvj, 
sent  a  messenger  to  me,  saying  "  If  the  honoured  and  divine  bow  be  in  thy 
house,  deliver  it  to  me/'  On  my  refusing  him  the  bow,  he  engaged  with 
me  in  battle..  This  Saodhwnwa,  proud  of  his  strength,  fell  by  my  hand. 
Having  killed  the  monarch  Soodhunwa  in  battle,  I  installed  my  valiant  brother 
Koosha-dhwttja  in  the  kingdom  of  Sankanshy^.  This  is  my  younger  brother 
Kooshj-dhwwj^,  devoted  to  truth.    In  conjunction  with  him,  Oking,  I  give  two 
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spouses  to  thy  two  sons ;  to  Rdcaia  I  give  my  daughter  Seeta,  and  Oormila,  to 
Lukshmuna.  My  daughter  Seeta,  resembling  a  daughter  of  the  celestials,  the 
meed  of  valour,  was  produced  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  plough,  when  ploughing  up  a  place  for  sacrifice ;  her  I  give  to 
Rama,  a  spouse  won  by  heroism  and  strength.  O  king,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  their  felicity,  bestow  a  gift  of  cows^  on  Rama  and  Lttkshmuna.  Sue- 

1  It  was  the  custom  for  the  Kshutrtyas,  on  the  marriage  of  their  sons,  to  make  liberal  gifts 
of  cows  to  ihe  brahmans,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  happiness ;  the  true  race  of  Kshtrtn'" 
yas  bein^  ex  tine  t,  this  custom  has  ceased*  unless,  any  traces  of  it  exist  among  the  Raja-poots, 
Nvbo  call  themselves  Kshutn'yas,  though  esteemed  by  the  brahmans  a  spuhoos  race. 
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xessl>e  tothee;  perform  the  o£fering  toihe  manes^  of  tliine  ancestors^  and  then 
proceed  to  the  nuptial  ceremony.  T D-day,  O  king,  theM<^gha«  remain«;  on 
the  following  day  the  Pht»Igwmce  xonmteiices:  vkilc  these  govern,  tiK  nup- 
tials may  be  celebrated^ 

Thusf^r  the  fifty.-eighth  Section,   containing  fhe  recital  of  the  pedigrees. 

iThis  ofTeriDg  is  called  Sbraddba.  There  are  three  kinds  of  Shraddha,  performed  on  differ- 
ent occasions,  viz.  the  Parvuna,  Ekodd/shta,  and  Vnddbt-shraddhas ;  these  acquire  different 
names  when  performed  on  different  occasions.  The  Vriddht-shraddba  is  performed  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  wedding  day,  after  vyhich  the  marriage  is  esteemed  fixed,  so  that  neither  party  can 
withdraw  from  the  ei)ga§8meQt«  On  this  ^ccasioa  thia  ceremony  aoqoires  the  name  of  Nandee* 
^braddho. 

^  **  The  moon  is  in  the  tenth  mansion  called  tte  Mugha*''  According  to  some  grammarians 
this  vrord  is  never  used  in  the  .singular*  ^  yj 
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-  ]uauka  having  thus  spoken,  the  great  sage  Vtshwa-mUrfl,  with  Vwshjshthtf 
the  wise,  replied,  "We  approve  the  union  of  Seeta  and  Oormilz  with  Kam^ 
and*  hukshmuna.  We  approve  the  alliance  between  the  youthful  branches  of 
the  families  of /kshwakoo  and  Junuka,  renowned,  and  both  resembling  the  sea. 
O  virtuous  king,  I  have  a  few  things  more  to  say :  Thine  heroic  and  equal 
brother,  kino-  Ko(7sh(Z.dhwMJ^,  has  two  daughters  of  incomparable  beauty; 
these  two  I  engage  for  the  virtuous  Bhttrwti^,    and  the  wise  Shutrcoghntf,  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lEcr.  Ltx.]  THE     RAUAYl/NA. 

^DBUT^*^  ert  TITO  1^  tii^w^  r 
'^i^r  >Jfe  wi^  TTECTSfT  i^'^  r  8  n 


descendants  of  Richgoo:  if  it  be  pleasing  to  tliee,  bestow  them  in  marriage. 
O  king,  we  propose  these  (damsels)  to  the  four  sons  of  Dusha-tutha,  every 
one  of  whom  are  heroes,  of  genuine  valour,  of  unbounded  energy,  equal  to 
the  protectors  of  the  world.  O  sovereign  of  the  earth,  thou  art  equal  in 
bravery  to  the  Raghwvtfs;  equal  is  this  alliance  between  the  two  brothers 
(jumka  and  Kc^oshtf-dhwuj^)  and  the  /kshwakoos,  virtuous  and  renowned 
from  Prwjap2iti  even*till  the  present  time/* 

Hearing  these  generous  words  of  V:shwa-mitrtf  and  Vush^^shtha,   Junuka 

Yyy3 


587 


Digitized  by 


Google 


588  THE  RAMAYCfNA  [oooii  i. 


joining  his  hands  in  token  of  respect,  thus  replied,  "  I  esteem  the  families  bles- 
sed which  have  been  by  you  pronounced  equal.  O  chief  of  sages^  may  it  be 
thus ;  I  give  these  my  two  daughters,  and  both  the  daughters  of  Koosha- 
dhwi^jtf,  the  one  to  Bhwrwta,  and  the  other  to  Shwtrooghna.  I  most  earnestly 
desire  the  approved  alliances.  Let  Rama,  and  Li^kshmun^^  and  Shtttr^p^^ghna, 

and  Bhuruta,  the  four  godlike  sons  of  Ri/ghoo,  on  the  same  day,  accept  the 
desired  hands  of  the  four  princesses,  according  to  the  ordinance.  On  the 
coming  day,    O  brahman,  the  hymeneal  gods  preside  over  the  Phulgotmecs, 
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the  wise  therefore  applaud  this  NiAshutra  ^  as  propitious  to  nuptials."  **  Be  it 
thus,"  replied  Vttshishth^ ;  upon  which  Junuka  the  king,  with  hands  joined, 
replied  to  him,  *  *  O  brahman,  the  espousals  are  complete ;  I  am  the  disciple  of 
my  lord.  Ye  are  worthy  to  sit  on  these  chief  seats.  Let  it  be  considered  by  you, 
that  myself,  with  my  courtiers  and  my  army,  am  under  the  controul  of  ano- 
ther, that  king  Di«htf-n^tha  is  lord  both  of  myself  and  my  estate.  Yea,  O  di- 

^'  It  has  been  before  iD€DtioQed^  tbat  besides  the  common  division  into  twelve  signs,  the  zodiac 
is  divided  by  the  Hmdoos  into  twenty-seven  equal  parts  calltd  N«kshtf  iras*  When  the  moon  is 
in  the  twenty-seventh,  viz.  Revwtee;  in  Oottura,  including  the  twelfth,  viz.  OoXtura-phuU 
goonee,  the  twenty«first^  viz.  O0tttfra*ashadh0,  and  the  twenty*6ixtb>  viz..Oottura«bhadra;  in 
Roh/nce»  the  fourtb ;  in  Mnga-sh/ras,  the  fifth ;  in  Moola,  the  nineteenth ;  in  {7naoradha>  the 
seventeenth  ;.  in  Mt/gha,  the  tenth  ;  in  Hzista,  the  thirteenth,,  and  in  Swatee,  the  fifteenth,  the 
season  is  reckoned  auspicious  for  a  marriage.  Those  who  are  of  theytcjoos-veda  sect  reckon 
several  others  auspicious* 
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vine  lords !  myself,  my  affairs,  my  wealth  and  mr  royal  domains  are  com- 
pletely under  your  controul ;  let  all  my  affairs  be  managed  by  you ;  I  am 
wholly  at  your  disposal."  These  words  being  uttered  by  the  Videhjn  Junu- 
ka^  king  Dush^-ruth^,  pleased,  replied,  with  a  smile,  to  his  beloved  and 
affectionate  ally^  **  O  king,  of  all  mine  art  thou  lord,  even  as  thou  hast 
said  to  me;  I  am  thine,  and  thou  art  mine;  what  belongs  to  thee  pertains 
also  to  me,  O  lord  of  the  earth,  Vishwa-mttr^,  and  the  other  sages,  aie 
lords  of  thee  and  me :  in  every  way  are  we  affectionately  united,  O  lord 
of  the  earth.         We  will  no  longer  esteem  any  thing  peculiar  to  ourselves. 
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O  brothers,  lord^  of  Mithila,  possessing  unineasurabk  excellencies^  united  in  af> 
fection,  by  me  honoured  even  in  this  worlds  may  health  and  every  blessing  attend 
you.  I  will  depart  to  my  own  place,  to  make  the  requisite  presents  of  cows,  and 
perform  the  other  (preliminary)  acts ;  the  opportunity  for  deeds  procuring  vir- 
tue, wealth,  increase,  and  the  accomplishment  pf  every  wish,  is  swiftly  passing 
away.  Be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  us  all/*  Du^ha-rutha^  hav- 
ing requested  leave  <rf  the  king  of  Muhela,  departed  to  his  lodging,  preceded 
by  Vttsh:shth^  and  the  other  sages.  Arrived  there,  the  king  having  performed. 
a  great  Shraddha  to  the  memory  of  his  deceased  ancestors,    this  affectionate 
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parent  of  most  affectionate  sons,    made  muniBcent  presents  of  cows  in  their 

names.  A  hundred  thousand  cows  did  the  lord  of  men  give  to  the  brahmans 

in  the  separate  name  of  each  son,  even  four  hundred  thousand  fine  milch  cows 

with  their  calves  did  the  son  of  Rwghoo  give,   each  adorned  with  golden 

horns/  with  her  chest  and  belly  covered  with  Kangsytf.*    The  renowned  son 

^AVhen  a  present  of  cows  is  made  to  a  brabman,  they  must,  accordirjg  totiieordtDance,have 
horns  of  gold,  hoofs  of  silver,  a  case  of  copper  for  the  back,  and  one  of  bell-metal  for  the 
breast  and  belly,  an  iron  bell  on  the  neck,  a  plate  of  gold  on  the  forehead,  and  two  pieces  of 
cloth  wrapped  round  on  the  body.  Presents  of  cows  are  now  seldom  made,  except  at  the  ofier- 
ingofthe  bulls  called  brabmanic  bulls,  which  arc  given  on  funeral  occasions,  each  accompa- 
nied by  four  female  calves.  On  this  occasion  a  pair  of  golden  horns  about  the  size  of  needles 
are  given  with  the  animal,  with  four  hoofs  scarcely  as  wide  as  a  six-pence«  a  case  for  the  back 
and  another  for  the  belly,  about  the  size  of  a  spoon,  and  other  thmgs  in  proportion*  Sometimes 
•a  very  rich  man   will   act  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  ordinance  and  make  them  of  the  proper  siae. 

3  Kangsya,  a  mixed  kind  of  metal,  resembling  bell-metal. 
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•of  Kughoo^  affectionate  to  his  children,  gavfe  many  other  valuable  gifts  to  the 
twice  born,  in  the  name  of  his  sons.  Dusha-rutha,  the  king,  having  made  these 
presents  of  cows,  surrounded  by  his  sons,  shone  resplendent  like  Prujapi/tj 
himself  surrounded  with  the  regents  of  the  world  ;  and,  filled  with  pleasure, 
rejoiced  like  Sh.'^kr^  in  heaven  encompassed  by  the  immortals. 

Thus  far  the  fifty  ninth  Section,  called  the  bestowment  of  the  present  of 
cows,  Z  2  z 
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On  the  day  in  which  the  king  made  the  divine  oflFeringj  securing  prosperi- 
ty, arrived  the  hero  Yoodhajzt,  the  son  of  king  Kekuya,  and  the  maternal  un- 
cle of  Bhuruta.  Seeing  him,  the  king  embracing  him,  enquired  of  his  welfare. 
Yoodhajit,  paying  him  due  honours,  in  return  enquired  after  his  health;  after 
which  he  thus  addressed  him,  "  O  king,  the  lord  of  Kekuya,  through  affection, 
wishes  thee  prosperity ;  their  happiness  will  be  great  whose  felicity  thou  de- 
sirest.     O  king,  I  desire  to  see  my  nephew  and  thee,  together  with  thy  friends« 
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For  this  purpose  am  1  come  in  haste,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  from  my  own  city  to 
X^yodhya.      Hearing  at  l/yodhya  of  the  nuptials  of  thy  sons,  departed  with 
thee  to  Mithtia,  I  hasted  hither,  O  lord  of  the  world,  desirous  of  seeing  the 
son  of  my  sister/*      Beholding  his  beloved  and  worthy  guest  now  arrived, 
king  Dusfaa-rmh^i  welcomed  him  with  the  highest  demonstrations  of  regard* 

The  monarch  remaining  that  night  with  his  sons,  he,  acquainted  with 
sacred  mysteries,  rose  in  the  morning,  and  performing  his  customary  devoti- 
ons, went  to  the  place  of  sacrifice,  preceded  by  the  sages.  At  the  MoAoorttf, 

Z  Z2  3 
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called  Vijwya,  ^  Dushfl-nttha,  attended  by  his  sons,  adorned  with  everje- 
ornament,  (the  ceremonies  having  been  previously  performed,)  putting  Vn- 
shishthj,  and  the  other  sages  before,  in  dUe  form  approached  the  Videhan  mo-> 
narch,  and  thus  addressed  him,  "  O  king,  peace  be  to  thee ;  we  are  come 
into  thine  assembly  for  the  sake  of  preforming  the  nuptials :  considering  this,. 
k  is  thine  to  introduce  us  with  our  friends  into  thine  house.   We  are  all 

^  The  day  is  divided  bto  60  hours  by  the  Hindoos  :  fach  of  these  hours  is  24  minutes  of  our 
time,  MoohooTta  is  the  15lh  part  of  a  day  or  night,  and  consequently  varies  in  length,  the 
MoohoortA  of  the  day  being  shorter  in  the  winter  half  year,  aud  those  of  the  night  proportion 
nately  longer,  and  vice  versa.  The  first  lyioohoorta  begins  at  sun-nie.  Each  Moohoorta  has 
a  distinct  name. 
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Standing  here,  devoted  to  thy  pleasure ;  perform  in  due  succession  the  nuptiaf 
ceremonies/'  Thus  addressed,  the  king  of  Mtthila,  the  eloquent  one,  re- 
plied in  these  generous  words  to  the  lord  of  noien :  *'What  porter  have  I 
placed  at  the  gate  ?  Whose  command  art  thou  now  obser^^ng  ?  Who  (thus) 
considers  about  entering  his  own  house  ?  Enter  with  confidence."  Junuka 
then  said,  **  O  chief  of  sages,  the  usual  acts  demonstrative  of  joy  being  fi. 
nished,  my  daughter^  bright  as  the  ardent  flame,  having  now  advanced  to  the 
foot  of  the  altar,  I  am  standing  near  it,  prepared  and  waiting  for  thee ;  let  all 
thmgs  be  so  done,  that  there  he  no  hinderance.  Why  is  there  any  delay  ?"  Hear- 
ing this  reply  from  Junuk^i,  Dusha-iutha  caused  his  sons  and  all  the  sages  to 
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enter.  Then  the  king  of  the  Videhas  thus  addt-essed  Vttshtshthtf,  "  O  virtuous 
sage,  with  the  other  sages  perform  thou  the  nuptial  ceremonies  of  Rama,  the 
delight  of  tlie  world/*  Acquiescing  in  the  proposal  of  Juntika,  Vttshishtha, 
the  divine  sage,  having  before  erected  an  altar,  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance, in  the  midst  of  the  house^  ^  of  refection,  putting  Vishwa-mUriz  and 
the  pious  Shwtanundfl  before,  now  adorned  it  on  every  side  with  fragrant 
flowers,  and  golden  palikas ;  with  imperforated  jars,  and  pots  filled  with  branch- 

esof  trees;  with  incensc-pots furnished  with  incense,  and  vessels  of  shells; 

9 

) 
1  Prvpa  signifies  a  hoase  where'  water  and  other  lic|uids  are  cooled  and  kept  for  Ifae  refreth- 

ment  of  those  who  are  weary. 
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with  sacrificial- swavfls  ^  andswoks;*  with  vessels  filled  with  i/rghya  ^  and 
other  oflFerings;  with  others  *  full  of  parched  rice,  ^  with  cleansed  corn,  and 
leyeL-spread.  Dtirbha,  ^      Making  a  fire,  witli  the  due  formulas,  on.  the  al-r 

1  Pieces  of  wood  excavated'  with  two  coUateral  circular  excavations  to  pour  the  ghee  oi>  the 
fire.  The  length  of  them  is  about  a  cubits  measured  from  Uie  elbow  to  the  end  of  the  little  finger. 

2  A  piece  of  wood  formed  like  a  spoon,  or  ladle,  with  one  oval  excavation :  it  is  used  to  pour 
the  ghee  on  the  fire  at  the  end  of  the  sacrifice,  and  is  about  as  Ung^saman's  arm; 

3  These  vessels  are  called  Chwrnusa.  They  are  a  sort  of  spoon  made  of  wood,  with  a'square 
head,  which  must  not  be  smaller  than  the  span  of  the  thunib  and  the.  fore-finger  extended  ; 
the  head  is  ejccavated  with  an  oval  excavation,  to  contain  the  Urghya*. 

4  These  vessels  are  the  Hindoo  vanes  used  to  winnow  corn ;  they  are  usually  made  of  wicker* 
work,  with  split  bamboos>  in  the  form  of  a  common  bar  bhoveU  without  the  handl&f*  the  rhaff 
is  separated  from  the  corn  by  agitating  the  vessel  with  the  hand. 

5  The  word  means  either  rice  or  barley  cleansed  from  the  husk.. 
^'  The.  word  means  the  Koosha  grass.    Poo.  cynosuroides^. 
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tar,  according  to  the  ordinanr:e,  the  illustrious  Vwshrshtha  placed  the  oblation, 
consecrated  with  m»ntr^s,  on  the  fire.  Then  jMnuk^z,  the  king,,  having  brought 
Seeta,  adorned  with  every  ornament,  and  placed  her  opposite  to  Raghwvtf  in 
ihe  presence  of  the  fire,*  thus  addressed  the  increaser  of  Koushi^lya's  joy,  the 

^  First  they  lay  abed  of  sand,  the  thickness  of  a  man's  thumb,  and  twenty-four  fingers  in  brea- 
dth, on  the  altar  or  on  the  earth;  then  a  line  of  Ko^sha  is  made  on  the  west  side,  placed  on  the 
sand,  and  extending  from  north  to  south  to  the  distance  of  a  finger's  breadth  and  a  half  from  each 
«ide ;  this  line  of  twenty-one  fingers  breadth  is  then  divided  into  three  equal  parts,  and  four  lines 
ofKoosha,  one  being  at  each  end,  are  made  to  extend  from  it  to  the  east.  That  on  the  south  side 
must  be  the  length  o  the  spoon,  measured  by  the  thumb  and  fore-finger ;  the  other  three  must  be 
twelve  fingers  in  breadth.  On  the  south  side  a  brahman  made  of  Y^ooiha  is  placed  at  the  distance  of 
a  cubit  measured  to  the  end  of  the  little  finger.  The  fire  (which  must  not  be  talcen  from  the  house 
of  a  cht/ndala,  or  one  fallen  into  mortal  sin)  must  then  be  brought  in  a  new  pot.  The  fire  called 
Hwvyadff,  or  what  is  proper  to  burn  dead  bodiesi  is  then  ordered  to  depart  by  the  following  man- 
tra :  "  The  flcsh-devooring  fire  I  drive  away ;  go  speedily  to  the  kingdom  of  Yuma."  The  fire  is 
then  placed  on  the  altar,  and  the  sacrifice  performed. 

^  The  fire  is  esteemed  a  witness  on  these  occasioos. 
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lotos-eyed  Ram^,  placing  him  on  the  east  of  the  altar,  *^  This  is  Seeta,  my 
daughter,  thy  companion  in  virtue;  take  her  hand  within  thine,  Oson  of  Rm- 
ghoo,  (she  is)  chaste,  possessing  the  greatest  excellencies.  She  (will  be)  thy 
constant  attendant,  even  as  the  shadow  attends  the  substance."  Saying  this,  the 
ting  r>prinkled  on  them  water  purified  by  the  mt^ntr^ s.  Then  from  the  midst  of 
the  gods  and  the  sages  were  heard  bursts  of  applause ;  the  music  of  the  divine 
d<Mnd0(7hhts  instantly  sounded,  and  a  copious  dbower  of  flowers  fell.  Having 
thus  bestowed  his  daughter  Seeta,  consecrated  with  mantras  and  with  water, 
Ji^nuka,  the  king,  his  heart  overflowing  with  joy,  said,  '^  O  Lokshmttn^,  come 
hither;  peace  be  to  thee;  receive  OormHa  presented  by  me;  cheerfully  accept 

'  A  a  aa 
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her  hand ;  let  not  the  time  pass  away /'i  Having  thus  spoken  to  Km,  Jumika  • 
likiewise  addressed  Bhwrttt^,  "  G  son  of  Kughoo^  take  the  hand  of  Mandttvee 
within  thine  hand"/'  Then  the  pious  lord  of  Mithtla  said  to  Shutxooghoa,  **  O 
valiant  one,  take,  Muthin  thy  hand  the  hand  of  Shrc^ottf-kiecrtti;  All  of  you,  O 
ye  descendants  of  Kukootsth^,  amiable,  observant  of  the  duties  of  virtue, 
receive  your  spouses  ;  let  there  be  no  delay ."^  Hearing  the  words  of  Jtmukitr, 
the  four  supporters  of  Rttghoo's  race,  previously  placed  according  to  the 
direction  of  Vushishth^,  took  the  hands  of  the  four  damsels  within  their's, 
and  with  their  spouses  circumambulating  ^  the  fire,  the  altar,  tfekihg,  and  the 

^  **I.  e.  the  tiinee«tfiein«d  propitloat  to  the  nup  tial  ceremonies/^ 
^  lo  all  these  circuoiambulatiODft  the  rigibt  haadis  always  kept  towards  the  object 
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sages,  performed  the  nuptial  ceremonies  according  to  the  ordinance,  even  as  they 
were  commanded.  After  this  a  brilliant  shower  of  flowers  fell  from  the  air, 
accompanied  by  the  clang  of  the  divine  doond^wbhis,  and  the  music  of^ongs 
and  instruments.  The  Upsuras  danced,  (for  joy)  and  the  choir  of  Gvndht^rvas 
sung  a  sweet  and  solemn  air.  At  the  nuptials  of  the  chiefs  of  Rughoo's  race 
were  these  wonderful  things  beheld. 

In  the  midst  of  these  celestial  prodigies,    the  trumpets  meanwhile  sound* 
ing,  these  valiant  ones,  thrice  circumambulating  the  fire,  espoused  their  wives. 

A  a  a  a  3 
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Tins  being  done,  the  sons  of  Rughoo  with  their  spouses  returned  to%ihe  rojr^ 
al  palace ;   which  the  king  seeing^  followed  them  with  the  sages  and  all  bi» 

friends. 

Thus  far  the  sixtieth  Section,  describing  the  nuptials  of  Dusha-rutha's  sons. 
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SECTION  Lxr. 

The  night  being  past,  the  great  sage  Yishyn-mitra,  taking  leave  of  the  two- 
sovereigns,  departed  to  the  northern  mountains*  Vishw^L-mitra  being  gone, 
king  Dushai*rttth4.  also  taking  leave  of  Jtmuk^t  of  piercing  eye,  departed,  to 
hts  own  city.  To  his  daughter'  the  king  of  the  Videhans  gave  gifts  of  woollen 
cloth^  deer-skins,  jewels,  soft  silks,  various  coloured  garments^  beautiful  or- 
naoients^  and  costly  ^ehides  of  various  kinds ;  and  to  each  of  them  separate!/ 
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a'hundred  thousand  cows  of  high  value.  This  ample  portion  did  the  king 
give  to  his  daughters.  He  also  gave  (to  Dusha-nttha)  an  army  consisting  of 
the  four  bodies  of  troops,  and  (to  his  daughters)  vessels  rfsiivei;,  and  a  thou- 
sand female  attendants,  with  their  necks  adorned  with  golden  ornaments.  He 
also  with  a  joyful  mind.gave  (to .each)  a  full  Uyoota  (of  pieces)  of  gold,  and 
a  like  quantity  of  unwrought  gold :  all  this  he  gave  as  a  daughter's  portiort. 
The  lord  of  Muht'Ia  having  thus  made  them  a  variety  of  presents,  and  com* 
muned  with  the  king  on  various  subjects,  returned  to  the  palace  of  Mtthila; 
and  the  king,  the  lord  of  i/yodhya,  preceded  by  Vushishtha,  his  preceptor,  and 
the  other  venerable  sages,  departed  with  his  magnanimous  sons. 
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On  the  right  hand  of  the  sovereign,  returning  to  his  own  city  and  govem<- 
menty  after  celebrating  the  nuptials  of  his  sons,  the  timorous  birds  now  rang- 
ed themselves^  while  the  peaceful  dew  encompassed  him^  Seeing  them,  thfe 
king,  deeply  affected  with  apprehension,  addressed  Vushfshth^z :  **  O  divine 
one,  behold  this  dreadful  confusion  1  all  tbie  quarters  of  the  heavens,  O  divine 
one,  are  filled  with  smoke  and  awful  gloom.  The  sun  appears  surrounded  with 
a.  lurid  cifcle ;  and  -the  whole  atmosphere  is  filled  witk darkness;  nothing  is 
discernable.  Beholding  this,  my  mind  is^  appalled  with  terror*  O  brahmaiij 
•  what  ixiauspjcious,  terrific  omefis  do.  I  behold  ?     O  divine  one,   acquainted 
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with  all  things,  tell  tne  what  this  can  be  ?  No  one,  O  chief  sage,  can  tell  mc 

beside  thyself*    Why,  O  sage,  are  the  birds  thus  ominous  ?  why  do  the  deer 

surround  me  thus  ?    why  does  my  heart  thus  suddenly  tremble  ?"   Hearing 

these  words  of  D«shtf.rMthtf,  Vwshrshth^,  the  sage,  replied  to  him:  "Hear  what 

this  is  i   the  birds,  O  sire,  inform  thee  of  the  approach  of  something  exceed* 

ingly  terrible,   and  the  incircling  deer  allay  thy  fears." 

• 
While  these  two  were  thus  conversing,  a  strong  and  fierce  tempest  arose, 

which  raised  the  sand  in  clouds,  and  caused  the  earth  even  to  quake ;  the  whok 

atmosphere  was  filled  with  darkness  j   the  sun  was  deprived  of  his  heat,  and 
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the  whole  country  was  filled  with  dust  as  ^ith  ashes.  The  army  was  overwhelm- 
ed with  consternation;  all  except  Vushtshtha  and  the  sages,  and  the  Raght^vas. 
'When  th?  dust  was  somewhat  allayed,  and  the  army  had  recovered,  they  saw  one 
with  a  jttta  on  his  head,  drawing  near,  tremendous  as  India,  dreadful  as  Yuma^ 
•coming  to  destroy  the  world,  arrayed  in  splendor  insu£FerabIe  to  human 
sight,  and  bright  as  the  glowing  fire.  With  a  battle-axe  on  his  shoulder, 
and  a  bow  resembling  the  rainbow,  he,  advancing  like  Shzv^,  going  to  destroy 
Tripoora,  and  holding  in  bis  hand  a  dreadful  flaming  shaft,  approached ; 
*  Kalanttfkii  Yuma.     Yuma  is  represented  in  fourteen  forms;  the  form  in  which  he  comes  to 


destroy  the  world  is  called  KAlsLntuka-yuma. 
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his  rage  against  Ram^,  resembling  a  fire  emitting  its  flames  through  a  cloud  of 
smoke.  Beholding  Ram^  the  son  of  Jumudugni  drawing  near,  the  pacific  Vtt- 
shishtha  and  the  other  sages  began  to  repeat  the  divine  name.  All  the  sages 
collected  now  began  to  say  to  each,  other,  **  What  I  will  the  chief  one,  the  great 
RdLtna,  angry  at  his  father's  death,  again  destroy  the  Kshwtrizs  after  having  been: 
once  appeased?  Will  he  who  formerly  involved  the  whole  Kshutr^  tribe  in 
one  dreadful  slaughter,  in  anger  cut  them  ofF  again  to-day?  Thus  foreboding^. 
Vtfvhishthtf  with  the  other  brahmans,  elevating  the  i/rghya,  addressed  the 
descendant  of  Bhrxgoo  in  these  soothing  words ;    *'0  Ram^i,  hast  thou  had  at 
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pleasant  journey :  O  my  lord,  accept  this  Urghya.  O  sage,  descendant  of 
Bhrigoo,  after  having  been  appeased,  be  not  angry  again/*  Ramt;,  accepting 
the  ofiFering  without  replying  to  the  sages,  thus  addressed  Ram^,   the  son  of 

Thus  far  the  sixty-first  Section ;   describing  the  app]t}ach  of  Jamudt^gny^. 
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SECTION   I.X1I. 

"  O  Rumtf,  son  of  Duiha-rutha ;  O  hero,  I  have  heard  of  thy  wonderful 
prowess  J  I  have  heard  how  the  divine  bow  was  broken  by  thee ;  having 
heard  of  thy  surpri^ng  deed,  the  breaking  of  that  bow,  I,  taking  this  mighty 
bow,  am  come  forth  to  meet  thee*  With  this  surprising  bow  was  the  whole 
world  conquered  by  me«  Charge  it  with  an  arrow,  O  Rama;  and  shew  thy 
strength.    O  Raghuv^,  grasp  the  bow,  and  wing  this  arrow  to  its  destined 
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mark.  Seize  the  divine  bow  and  the  arrow  made  ready  by  me.  If  thou 
discharge  this  arrow  from  the  bow^  I  will  engage  thee  in  honourable  combat." 
Hearing  these  words,  king  Dusha-ruthii,  with  dejected  countenance,  and 
hands  respectfully  jcMned,  bowing,  humbly  addressed  him :  "  O  Ram^,  thy 
wrath  has  been  appeased ;  thou  axt  a  brahman  of  mighty  energy  ;  it  becomes 
thee  to  free  these  my  children  from  fear ;  thou  art  descended  from  the  great 
and  peaceful  family  of  the  Bhrigoos,  devoted  to  sacred  austerities,  and  the 
study  of  the  Vedas;  be  not  angry  again.  In  the  presence  of  Rtcheekj, 
Chyuvim^,  and  others  of  thine  ancestors,  thou  didst  formerly  lay  down  thy 
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weapons,  saying,  **  I  will  fight  no  more/'  It  is  not  right  for  thee  to  take 
arms  again.  Having  engaged  in  sacred  austerities,  and  the  conquest  of  thy 
bodily  organs ;  having  presented  the  earth  to  Kz^shy wp^ ;  having  retired  to 
the  forest,  and  embraced  the  life  of  an  ascetic,  why  dost  thou  desire  again 
to  fight,  for  the  sake  of  destroying  my  whole  race  ?  This  Ram^  slain,  none 
of  us  shall  survive.  Be  gracious,  O  great  descendant  of  Bhrigoo ;  save  him 
who  maketh  thee  his  refuge.      O  Ram^,  consume  not  my  son  Rama." 

While  Dwsha-ruthtf  was  thus  speaking,  the  mighty  son  of^umudiigni  disie^ 

garding  the  words   of  the  king,  again  said   to   Ram^,    "  O  puny   Ram^, 

.    these  two  bows,   substantial,    scarcely  to  be   raised,   famed  throughout   the 
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three  worlds,  were  made  by  Vishwa  -kurm^  One  of  them,  O  Ram^,  was  given 
by  the  celestials  to  the  three^yed  god,^  when  desirous  of  destroying 
Tripoova;  which  bow,  O  Kakac^tsthtr,  was  broken  by  thee.  The  other,  O 
Ram^,  the  celestials  gave  to  Vishnoa,  Concerning  this  Vishnwvean  bow,  the 
destroyer  of  hostile  cities,  equal  in  substance,  in  strength,  in  innate  life, 
in  size  and  fonn  (to  the  other,)  the  gods  jocularly  asked  Bn^hma, 
What  is  the  respective  strength  of  the  two  bows  pertaining  to  the  god  of 
azure  throat,8  and  to  Vishnoo  ?  Knowing  the  wish  of  the  gods,  the  great 
sire  excited  a  quarrel  between  Vishnc^o  and  Shunkwrtf.     In  that  quarrel  there 

t  Shiva;  ^  Shiva  is  called  Sh^t/kttntha,  or,  blue  throated,  from  his  having  drunk  up  the 

poison  at  the  churning  of  the  sea. 
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was  a  mighty  combat  between  £he  two  gods  Shitikuntha^  and  Vishnoo, mutually 
anxious  for  victory^  By  theshout^  ofVishnoo,  the  bent  Shivean  bow,  of  tre- 
mendous power,  was  unstrung,  and  the  three-eyed  Mwha-dev^  was  struck  mo- 
tionless. Intreated  by  the  gods,  the  collected  sages,  and  the  Charwn^s,  who  drew 
near  to  him,  V^'shnao,  chief  among  the  true,  forbore  to  strike.  Seeing  all  dis- 
comfited by  the  power  of  Vtshn(?o,  the  gods  esteemed  V/shnoowith  his  bow  as 
chief  in  power.  That  weak  and  enfeebled  bow  did  the  renowned  one  leave  with 
the  royal  sage  Deva-rattf,  as  an  excellent  deposit.      This  stronger  Vishnwvean 

1  Shiva. 
2  The  word  in  the  original  is  Hoongkara,  which  denotes,  not  so  much  a  common  shoat,  as 
the  noise  which  an  enraged  combatant  would  make  in  pronouncing  through  hia  lU)strils  the 
sound  Hoong« 
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Ikw  of  superior  power  was  given  by  Vishnoo  to  R/cheelc^,   the  descendant  of 
Bhngoa.  The  illurtrious  Richeska  gave  this  bow  to  his  son  of  unmeasurablc 
power,   my  father  Jumud^gm.      My  father  having  laid  down  his  arms,  and 
retired  in  peace,  was  put  to  death  by  Urjy)oiui,^  of  ignoble  mind.      Having 
heai'dy  O  Ranw,  of  th^  unjust  death  of  my  fether,  I  by  successive  efforts  exter- 
minated the  Kshwtrtfs,  destroying  one  generation  after  another.     The  earth, 
conquered  by  the  jpower  of  this  bow,  I  gave  to  the  great  sage  Kwshywp^. 
Having  given  the  sea-girt  universe  to  KMshy«ptf ,  and  laid  down  my  arms,    I 
went  to  the  mountain  Mtroo,  for  the  sake  of  performing  sacred  austerities. 
^  There  was  a  king  called  Karttif-veeiya  Ur^omuiB 
Cccc 
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There,  my  arms  laiddown,  and  my  heart  devoted  to  sacred  mortificatioit, 
I  heard  of  thy  breaking  the  bow;.  I:  am  therefore  come  forth  to  behold  thee. 
O  K^ma,  bom  a  Kshz^r^,  receive  this  bow  now'  oflGcred  thee,  possessed  first 
by  Vishnoo,  and  afterwards  by  my  ancestors.  Take  it,  O  son  of  Rugheo, 
and  adjust  the  arrow.    If  thou  art  abJe  to  dl'aw  it,  I  will  give  thee  battle.** 

Hearing  the  words  of  Kanui  thesonof  Jimittdttgni,  Rame^,  before  withheld' 
from  speaking  by  regard  for  his  father,  now  replied  *'  I  have  heard  of 
the  dreadful  acts  done  by  thee;  and  that  deed  of  thine,  the  avenging  of  thy 
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father's  death,  1  do  not  blame.  Ushutras,  deficient  in  bravery  and  strength, 
have  been  destroyed  by  thee ;  but  be  not  elated,  O  son  of  Bhrigoo,  with  that 
savage  deefl ;  bring  this  divine  bow  and  behold  my  power  and  "bravery ;  witness 
the  energy  of  a  Kshtttra."  Having  said  this,  the  heroic  Rani<2,  smiling,  took 
the  divine  bow  from  the  hand  of  the  son  of  ]umudugm.  I'he  renowned  one, 
of  mighty  prowess,  then  taking  the  arrow  in  his  hand,  fixed'his  aim,  and  drew 
the  bow.  Whi^  drawing  the  strong  and  excellent  bow,  with  the  adjusted 
arrow,  Ramtf,  the  son  of  Dush^-ruth^,  thus  addressed  Ranu7t  he  son  of  Ju- 

C  c  c  c  3 
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mttdttgm:  "Thou  art  a  brafimao,  the  proper  object  of  my  adoration* 
deriving  my  strength  from^  Vwhwa>-nutra,  1  will  not  discharge  at  thee 
this  fatal  arrovr.  The  power^  acquired  by  thee  through  sacred- austerities^ 
I  will  (ake  away  with'  this  flaming,  ^ft  r  1  will  obstruct  thy  way  to  the 
mcomparable  and  pure  mansions.e  This  great  and  divine  arrow,  the 
c&stroyer  ^  strength  and  pride,  cannot,  ORamd^  be  discharged  by  me  in 
vain."  Bruhma,  and  the  other  celestials,  now  assembled  swift  as  thought  to  be- 
hold the  son  of  Dush^-rwthfl,  Rama,  bearing  the  glorious  weapon ;  and  the 
GMndhztfvfls,  the  I^pswr^,  the  Seddh^s,  theCharwn^s,  the  Kmnttras,  the  Yuk- 

i  Of  going  where  he  pleased,  either  through  the  air,  or  to  any  place  in  the  H/ndoo  uni^-erse* 
i.  e.  in  heft7en>carth«  or  pztala*        ^  Heavenly  mansions  acquired'by  virt&ous  decds« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SECT.  Lxiu]  THE    RAMAYC/N/i.  6%t 

Cidgull  M(H^?Si  TgCitHC  <m*^^d  f 

slurSf  the  Rakshvses,  and  the  serpents,  also  crowded  together  to  see  this  sur-r 
prising  dieed«  Rama  haying  taken  the  great  bow^  the  son  oC  Jumudugniy 
gazing  at  him,  lost  all  his  energy.  l*hus  deprived  of  courage,  the  soaof  Jv* 
mz^ttgm  felt  completely  enervated*  With  divine  eyts  beholding  the  gods  as* 
semhled  above  him,  and  perceiving  by  the  power  of  abstraction,  that  Ramtf 
was  an  emanation  of  Narayun^,  he^  stripped  of  hts  courage  and  strength, 
with  hands  joined,  humbly  supplicating,  thus  addressed  Ram^  the  son  of 
Dwsli^-ruthd,  "When  the  earth  wa«  given  by  me  taKwshyt^p^j,  he  said   *Thou 
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must  not  dwell  in  my  possessions/  OT^eying  the  command  of  my  ptecep- 
tor,  I  do  not  lodge  on  the  earth  at  night.  O  Kakootsth^,  let  me  not  be 
found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  promise ;  do  not  tatc  away  my  power  of  traversing 
the  diflPerent  worlds,  with  the  swiftness  of  thought,  O  Raghuva,  take  away 
,  with  this  arrow  the  mansions,  the  reward  of  my  virtue:  I  know  thee  to 
be  the  undeca^able  destroyer  x>{  Madhoo,  even  the  eternal  one.  Be 
gracious  in  forbearing  to  discharge  this  bow ;  be  ^acious  to  me,  O  Ram/r; 
thee,  a  hero,  aimed  with  this  glorious  weapon,  these  assembled  gods  behold, 
like  another  Vt'shno^?,  O  Rakoe^tsthd^,  it  is  not  for  me  to  feel  ashamed  it 
t 
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Being  turned  back  By  thee,  the  lord  of  the  worlds  O  virtuous  hero; 
thou  art  worthy  to  discharge  the  unparalleled  arrow.  The  arrow  being  dis- 
'diarged,  I  will  go  to  the  excellent  mountain  Mwhendt^."'  This  being  said, 
Rama,  the  son  of  Rughoo,  discharged  the  arrow  inta  the  worlds  of  the  mighty 
son  of  Jumudt^gni;  from  that  period,  by  the  power  of  that  arrow,  has  Rama 
the  son  of  Jtonudugni  been  without  a  heavenly  mansion.  The  arrow  being 
discharged,  the  deities  who  traverse  the  air,  seated  in  splendid  carSj  illuminat* 
ing  the  atmosphere  in  every  quarter  praised  Rama ;    the  sages  also,  with  the 
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celestials^  extolled  the  king's  son.  Then  RanuK,  the  son  of  JumuiugRz, 
having  respectfully  circumambulated  the  son  of  Dusha^mtlm,  departed  ta 
his  own  place. 

Thus  far  the  sixty-second  Section,  describing  the  shutting  up  Jamv- 
Augnya's  a  way  to  the  heavenly  mansions. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^«5 


sECT.Lxui.]  THERAMAYtTN^. 

^  w<^^r  ^^i  T:m:  swig  ^?:%i!ft  i 


«ECTrON    LXIII, 

Rama  "being  gone,  the  renowned  and  peaceful  son  t)f  Dusha-mtha  gave  the 
bow  into  the  hand  of  the  unnteasurable  Vtcroona.     Having  bowed  to  the  feet  of 
Vtfshzshthtf  and  the  other  sages,  the  son  ofRughdOf  seeing  his  father  in  a  state 
of  extreme  purtnAation,  said  to  him  ^*  Rama  the  son  of  Jumiidi/gnz  is  now 
gone,  proceed  towards  l/yodhya  with  the  foitr  bodied  army,  protected  by 
thee  its  lord.''     Hearing  tiie  words  of  Ram«,  D«»h«-rutha  with  joyous  mind 
clasped  his  son  in  his  amis  and  kissed  him :    hearing  the  words  *^  Rama  is 
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gone,**  he,  filled  with  unequalled  joy,  (exclaimed),   * '  My  son  is  born  to  me  a . 
second  time  !**  Then  collecting  his  soldiers,  he  speedily  proceeded  to  his  own  • 
city,  which  was  adorned  with  elevated  flags^   and  resounded  with  the  clangor 
of  trumpets,    the  pleasant  streets  of  it  being,  watered  and  .strewed  with  flow- 
ers.    The  citizens  going  to  meet  him,  with  tokens  of  joy  in  their  hands,  the . 
king  entered  his  city,  thronged  with  multiludes  of  men.    Met  at  a  distance.by 
the  citizens,  and  the  twice  bom  inhabiting  the  city,   ancl  followed  by  his  for-- 
tunate  sons,  the  greatly  renowned  monarch  entered  his  palace^   delectable  as 
Himuvut.    There  honoured  by  his  own   people  and  family,   earnest  to  be- 
hold him,  the  king  was  filled  with,  joy,     Koushulya,.Swmttra,  and  the  beau- 
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tiful  Kikeyee,  with  the  other  wives  of  the  king,  ready  to  embrace  their 
daughters-in-law,  received^  the  fortunate  Seeta,  OormildL  of  high  renown,  and 
the  two  daughters  of  Ko()sh^-dhwuja.  Sumptuously  arrayed  in  silks^  all  these 
damsels,  entertaining  each  other  with  joyful  conversation,  speedily  went  with 
burnt  oflPerings  to  worship  at  the  temples  of  the  gods.  Havifig  bowed  at  the 
feet  of  those  worthy  of  honour,  and  of  their  preceptors,  they,  highly  gratified, 
gave  themselves  up  to  festive  enjoyments,   each  devoted  to  the  will  of  her 

1  The  HtfldotfS  receive  every  thing  according  to  certain  rules  laid  down  in  the  Shastros ;  accord, 
ing  to  this  rule  a  man  or  a  woman  13  received  by  taking  hold  of  the  hand;  an  elephant  is  re- 
ceived by  taking  hold  of  his  trunk ;  a  cow  or  a  buffal©  is  received  by  the  tail ;  the  acceptance  of 
rice  or  other  graiu  is  signified  by  taking  a  handful:  and  other  articles  are  received  in  various 
other  ways. 
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lord.  Among  these  the  Mi'thilean  Seeta^  the  daughter  of  Ji^nuka^  lived  iu 
peculiar  felicity  with  her  spouse^  even  as  the  beautiful  Shree  with  Veshno^. 
By  her  gentle  disposition  was  Seeta^  endeared  to  the  great  Rama,  while  his 
excellent  qualities  constantly  increased! her  love  tahim^  R^imtf  was belov« 
ed  by  Seeta  beyond  her  own  life;  each  heart  was  filled  with  mutual  and 
boundless  affection.  Uhitedtohis  beloved  Seeta^  the  much Joved  and  god* 
like  Rama  enjoyed  peculiar  felicity;  These  heroic  ones,  united  to  their 
spouses,  and  possessing  arms,  wealth,  and' friends,  passed  their  time  in  the 
most  respectful  attendance  on  their  fatker> 
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After  some  time,  king  Du^ha^rutha,  calling  his  son  Bhttnitd,  the  offspring  of 
Kebfyee,  said  to  him^  ^<  O  heroic  son,  thine  uncle  YooihdLjit,  the  son  of  king 
Kekuytf,  who  is  come  to  take  thee  with  him,  remains  here  still;  thelrefore  go 
with  him  ta  see  thy  grandfather,  and  his  palace»  Regard  this,  Oson/^  Hear-* 
ing  these  words  of  Dusha^rvthaj  the  son  of  Kekt^yee,  with  his  brother  Shtftr(?(?gh* 
na  prepared  for  the  journey,  Kekuyee  seeing  her  brother,  now  come  from 
the  Kikuyas,  and  hearing  that  the  lotos-eyed  fihimfta  was  commanded  (to 
return  with  him)  was  filled*  with  gladness,  and.  made  ready  for  Bhuruta's 
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departure.  Hearing  the  command  of  the  king,  Keki/yee  sent  her  son,  resem- 
bling a  son  of  the  gods,  from  his  own  house  to  that  of  her  father,  attended  by 
courtiers,  soldiers,  and  many  chariots^  together  with  a  great  body  of  infantry 
and  cavalry.  He,  bowing  even  to  the  dust  at  the  feet  of  his  godlike  father,  with 
hands  respectfully  joined,  said,  "Be  pleased  to  lay  on  me  thy  commands." 
His  father  kissing  his  head,  and  tenderly  embracing  the  youth  resembin^ 
the  play  some  lion,  thus  addressed  him,    in  the  midst  of  the  assembly :  *'(Jo, 
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my  gentle  one;  to  thy  grand-father's  house.  O  my  darlings  hear  my  advice, 
and  carefully  observe  it.  Go  from  hence,  with'  Shtttrooghnfl^  to  thy  paternal 
gi^ndfather's.  Shutroa^hna  is  greatly  attached  to  thee,  Q  distresser  of  enemies ; 
devoted  to  thee-  he  imitates  thy  -conduct ; .  he  is  dearer  to  thee  than  life.  This 
brother  mu€t  be  regarded  and  protected  by  thee,  even  as  thyself;  bound  to 

thy  heart  by  a  thousand  excoUent  qualities ;  so  act,  O  son,  that  Shi^tr^oghn^ 
may  not  abandon  thee;  so  act  continually,  that  all  who  are  about  thee  may  be 
constantly  delighted.witL  the  excellent  qualities  of  thy  heart.    Thy  uncle  is 
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worthy  of  thy  most  assiduous  attention,  even  as  I  am.  Thy  grandfather  should 
be  revered  a*  a  deity.  O  son,  be  humble,  be  courteous,  be  not  elated.  The 
brahmans,  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  Veda,  serve  with  the  greatest  assiduity, 
endeavouring  to  please  them  fay  every  attention.  AA  counsel  oS  them ;  let 
their  instructions  be  received  by  thee  as  the  water  of  immortality.  The  brah- 
mans are  great,  they  are  the  root  both  of  prosperity  and  happiness.  The 
Veda-pronouncing  brahmans  arc  necessary  ui  eveiy  ceremony.  The  gods, 
O  son,  O  chief  of  the  wise,  (to  secure)  the  existence  of  the  world  have  thus 

takenup  their  residence  among  men;  the  twice  bom  are    the  gods  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5Ecr.  Lxiu.]  THE  RAMAYUNA.  633 

earth.  With  them  are  the  Ved^s ;  the  Dhurma^sh^stra,  and  the  immutable 
laws  of  virtue;  they  also  possess  the  important  science  of  archery.  Constantly 
travel  on  horseback,  in  a  chariot,  or  on  an  elephant :  make  thyself  master,  O 
son,  of  the  polite  arts;^  O  distresser  of  enemies,  make  thyself  acquainted  with 
the  various  mechanic  and  useful  arts.  Omy  beloved  son,  sit  not  a  moment  in 
idleness ;  this  is  not  for  thy  benefit.  Constantly  send  eminent  and  wise  messen- 
gers to  me ;  my  minS  will  be  greatly  rejoiced  to  hear  of  thy  welfare."  Hav- 
ing said  this  to  Bhuruta,  the  sovereign  of  men  said,  "  Go  son,"  his  eyes  over- 
^  Gtfndh»rva-v/dya  includes  music,  dancing,  &c. 
E  e  c  c 
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flowing,  with  tears,  and  his  speech  heing  interrupted  by  sobs.  Bhututa.  then^ 
obtaining  leave  of  his  father,  and  of  the  mighty  Ram/r,  and  bowings  to  hi& 
mother  and  the  other  wives  of  his  father*  departed  with  Shi^tro^ghn^ ,  attended 
by  a  great  army^  composed  of  the  four  di£Ferent  bodies.  Followed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the.  city,  he  set  forward,  preceded  hy  Rama  and  Lt^kshmun^,. 
who  accompanied. him. through. fraternal  aflFection.  Having  proceeded  to 

the  distance  of  a   Guvyoott,   die  powerful  hero^  the  wise  fihuruta,   son  of 
Keki^yee,  descending  with  Shutrooghn^  from  his  car,  bowed  at  the  feet  of 
RamiZ;  who  having  with  both  his  hands  raised  Shtttr^ghna  and  Bhuruta, 
fallen  at  his  feet,  embraced  them,  saying,  "  O  son  of  Kekuyee,  bear  in  mind: 
^  The  distance  of  two  kroshos,  or  about  foot  milM* 
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me  and  iMkshmuna;  and  I  with  Laiksbmuna  will  remember  both  Sh«- 
tr<Joghn«  and  thee."  Bhwrttta,  thus  addressed,  made  obeisance  to  Ramd,  bow- 
ing even  to  his  feet,  and  having  with  Shutrooghna  embraced  Lttkshmuna, 
he  departed,  being  followed  by  a  multitude  of  affectionate  and  courteous 
friends,  and  by  other  beloved  dependents  who  could  not  leave  him.  The 
great  (BhMWto)  forbidding  his  honoured  friends  to  proceed  farther,  with 
*agei  tnind  hastened  to  behold  the  city  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  conversing 
on  the  road  with  his  pleasing  and  affectionate  companions.  Thus  travelling 
many  days,  this  great  one,  his  army  and  beasts  being  unfatigued,  having 
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passed  man/  dielightfiil  forests,  and  rivers,  and  mountains,  at  lengtfi  ap^ 
preached  the  pfeasant  city,  and  the  royal  palace  of  the  king*.  Bemg  arrived  in* 
its  vicinity,  Bhim^ta  sent  a  trusty  messenger  to  his  royal  grandfather,  ta 
announce  his  arrival.  The  king  hearing  the  words  of  the  messcngei*,  was 
greatly  pleased,  and  caused  the  highly  honoured  Bhttrwt^  to  be  introduced 
into  the  city.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  having  thoroughly  watered  the 
stieets,  covered  with  sand,  and  adorned  them  with  boqnets  ef  flowers,  and 
jars  placed  in  exact  order,  introduced  Bhun^t^  into  the  city,  (which  was) 
decorated  with  garlands  of  wild  flowcrs,i  and  with  highly  elevated  flags,  and 

1  The  word  is  Vviui-oiala.  There  is  a  rule  in  the  Shubd^-mala,  \(rbich  directs  this  garland  to 
be  noade  with  flowers  peculiar  to  the  six  seasons,  flowers  of  the  Kudumba,  or  Nauclea  orien* 
talis,  being  interposed  at  intervals,  to  divide  it  into  regular  parts.  This  garland,  vrhen  put  on  the 
i^ck,is  to  reach  the  kneet 
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perfumed  with  incense  and  sweet  smelliag  drugs ;  gladdened  with  the  sound 
of  trumpets  playing  near,  and  followed  by  a  number  of  beautiful  courtezans, 
dancing  in  gaudy  attire,  Bhuruta  entered  the  town^»  The  great  one,  extol- 
led by  the  heralds,  pedigree  psodaimers,  and  panegyrists,  entering  by  slow 
degrees  the  house  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  there  beheld  the  aged  monarch, 
and  did  him  obeisance..  Cordially  embraced  by  the  king,  he  having  cnquir* 
ed  of  his  welfare,  entered  the  inner  apartments,,  and  bowed  to  the  ladies  of 
the  royal  household.  Thus  arrived  at  the  palace  of  the  venerable  and  aged 
monarchy  the  happy  Bhuruta  dwelt  in  the  house  of  his  grandfather  in  the 
greatest  felicity,  possessing  every  thing  which  his  heart  desired. 
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Bhwmta  T)eing  gone,  Ratna  with  Lukshmuna  assidupusly  attended  his  father, 
honouring  him  as  a  deity.  After  having  heard  with  attention  and  performed 
his  father's  commands,  he  with  active  mind,  attended  tothe  concerns  of  the  ci* 
tizens.  The  illustrious  one  also  discharged  his  filial  obligations  toivards  his 
mother,  and  the  other  wives  of  his  father.  His  preceptors,  to  whom  and  to  the 
king  he  was  equally  dear,  he  served  with  the  greatest  intenseness  of  mind.  AH 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  were  charmed  with  his  disjibsition  and  conduct. 
Ramfl,  he  truly  brave,  possessed  of  every  great  quality,  was  in  excellence 
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chief  among  men,  even  as  the  Self-existentis  chief  among  beings.  Many  re^ 
volving  seasons;  did  he  spend  with  Seeta  in  the  most  affectionate  endearment. 
Feeling  towards  her  the  most  tender  passion,  be  surrendered  to  her  his  whole 
heart.  The  beloved  Sceta,  become  his  spouse  by  the  express  will  or  her 
father,  by  her  beauty  and  aecompUshments  increased  their  mutual  felicity ». 
The  aflPection  which  filled  the  heart  of  her  husband^  she  returned  in  a  two« 
fold  degree,  with  boundless  confidence  oommunicating.  to  him  her  every 
thought.  Thus  was  Sceta,  the  daughter  of  Jtmi&tf,  king  of  Mithila,  in 
oelestiai beauty  resembling  Shrcc,  peculiarly  hisowiu  Through  this  peerless- 
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princess,  his  lovely  spouse,  the  exact  resemblance  of  himself,  was  the  son 
of  the  royal  sage,  Rama,  resplendent  by  his  own  rays,  rendered  illustrious, 
as  the  unparalleled  Yishnoo  is  rendered  illustrious  by  Shree. 

Thus  far  the  sixty- third  Section,  describing  Bburula's  departiureto  his 
grand-father's. 
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SECTION  LXIV. 

At  a  certain  time  the  great  Bhuruta,  lising  in  the  moming,  and  howing  even 
to  the  feet  of  his  grandfather,  thus  addressed  him,  "  I  will  attend  on  the  pub- 
lic instructors  appointed  by  my  lord,  good,  humble,  eminent  in  the  know- 
ledge of  religion,  and  the  meaning  of  the  Shastrits,  (on  those)  skilful  in  writ- 
ing, and  the  science  of  numbers,  eminent  in  archery  and  arms,  deeply  versed 
in  the  laws  which  regard  the  conduct  of  life,  skilful  in  managing^  the  elephant, 
the  horse,  and  the  chariot,  (on  those}  acquainted  with  the  polite,  and  the  vari- 
ous mechanic  arts,  and  on  others,  humble,  thoroughly  versed  in  the  Ved^z  and 
the  Vedang^zs.  Anxious  to  advance  in  knowledge,  with  thy  permission,  O 
great  monarch,  I  will  attend  these  instructors  ;   be  pleased,    O  king,  to  issue 
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the  command-"  Hearing  these  words  of  Bhuruta,  king  Kekuya  commanded 
him  to  be  introduced  to  liis  own  teachers*  By  carefuHy  attending  to  their 
instructions,  Bhuruta,  the  son  of  Kekayee,  became  eminent  in  the  Vedtf, 
the  Vedangfls,  and  the  Shastr^s.  The  humble  one,  saying  to  his  teachers 
*•  1  am  your  devoted  disciple,*'  eagerly  imbibed  the  doctrine  of  the  Ved^r, 
the  Vedangas,  and  the  Shastr^s,  for  the  sake  of  enlarging  his  mind.  Hav- 
ing with  the  greatest  diligence  studied  the  meaning  of  the  Shastr^s,  he,  with 
Shz^tro^ghn^,  applied  to  the  various  sciences  and  mechanic  arts,  advancing 
from  the  fir5t  rudiments  through  all  the  diffierent  stages,  attending  on  various 
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teachers,  and  applying  to  his  studies  with  the  closest  attention.  Humble 
and  courteous,  he  honoured  the  public  teachers  with  gifts  and  tokens  of 
regard,  and,  attentive  to  their  instructions,  he  became  eminent  in  gentleness 
and  humility.  The  great  and  wise  Bhttratu,  intent  upon  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge,  thus  resided  there  a  very  long  time.  Having  made  a  great 
proficiency  in  the  various  branches  of  science,  his  understanding  entered 
fully  into  their  true  meaning.  To  those  who  were  eminent  in  science  and 
goodness  of  heart,    in  age  and  wisdom;  to  those  who  were  acquainted 
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With  th€  true  meaning  ef  the  Shastr^s,  and  solidl)t  established  in  virtue,  he 
devoted  his  whole  attention,  that  he  might  obtain  virtue,  wealth,  tiie  accom- 
plishment of  his  wishes,  and  finally  beatitude.  Intent  on  wisdbm  and  real 
knowledge,  he  constantly  recreated  himself  with  the  sayings  and  apothegms 
of  the  wise. 

When  EhuYUta  had  made  a  due  proficiency  in  wisdom-  and  the  arts,  anft 
in  humility  and  courtesy,  and  all  his  doubts  relative  \o  the  nature  of  vir* 
tue  were  removed,  it  came  into  his  mind  to  send  a  messenger  to  his  father*. 
Calling  therefore  an  aged  and  faithful  domestic^ he  said  "Peace  be  to  thee;  otk 
swift  horses  haste  to  i/yodhya,  there  acquaint  my  father,  and  Koushwlya,  and 
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my  mother  with  all  thyigs.  Firsts  relate  to  my  father  and  mother,  how  we  con- 
duct ourselves  in  my  grandfather's  family ;  then  going  to  Rama,  with  great 
respect,  address  him  thus  in  my  name:.  "Bhz^rwt^i  thy  servant  honouring 
thee,  and  bowing  at  thy  feet,  enquires  respecting  thy  health  and  welfare/' 
Then  going  to  hukshmuna  enquire  of  his  welfare  ;,  afterwards  present  my 
dutiful  regards  to  my  mother,  to  Koushwiya,  to  Soomitra,  and  Videhee/* 
The  messenger,  thds  commanded  by  the  great  Bhtmcta,  hastened  to  the  plea- 
sant city  I/yodhya,  built  by  the  royal  sage  Munoo^  and  governed  by  Dush^^- 
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rutha,  whose  eyes  resemble  the  blushing  colour  of th« lotos;  whither,  pur- 
suant to  the  instruction  of  Bhurut^,  he  arrived  in  a  few  days,  and  thus  ad* 
dressed  the  king:  "  O  king  of  kings,  Bhurwt^  is  well,  the  mighty  Bhttrwt<2  has 
acquired  every  accomplishment  in  the  science  of  archery ;  in  the  Vedtf,  and 
the  Shastr^s  which  treat  of  royal  duties,  he  is  deeply  versed;  skilful  in  tra- 
velling, and  in  the  management  of  elephants  and  chariots.  Observant  of  thy 
word,  he  is  become  eminent  in  writing  and  composition  ;•  skilful  in  leaping 
and  vaulting,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  heavenly  bodies.   Since  he  departed 
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he  has  accomplished  himself  in  many  arts  and  sciences*  The  king  hearing 
the  pleasing  tidings  of  the  messenger^  greatly  rejoiced,  as  did  Kekuyee 
and  Koushwlya,  and  S(?amura  and  Ram^.  Having  given  a  reply  to  the  mes- 
senger, together  with  proper  presents,  the  king  sent  him  back  again  to 
Bhttrwta  ;  moved  by  paternal  affection,  he  still  bore  in  mind  his  two  beloved 
spns  Bhuruta  and  Shi^trooghn^.  All  his  four  sons,  produced  from  one  body, 
he  regarded  as  so  many  descended  from  Vishnoo  :  the  affection  of  the  great 
ting  was  equally  placed  on  all  his  sons,  save  that  he  had  a  greater  regard 
to  Rama,  that  mine  of  excellencies :  Raro^,  the  chief  of  men,  possessed  of 
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every  excellent  quality,  was  the  source  of  pleasure  to  Jiis  father,  his  mother, 
his  friends,  and  the  whole  kingdom :  to  all  he  constantly  spake  in  the  most 
affectionate  and  pleasing  manner  ;  addressed  by  any  in  reproachful  terms  he 
did  not  return  an  unlovely  word.  With  those  eminent  in  wisdom  and  re- 
ligion, in  age  and  excellent  qualities,  he  constantly  spent  his  time  in  conver- 
sation.  He  was  learned,  generous,  and  of  quick  perception,  first  in  addressing 
a  penson,  of  pleasing  speech,  heroic,  not  elated  with  hif  own  great  valour; 
f>f  incomparable  address,  wise,  revering  the  aged,  peculiarly  attached  to  those 
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de\'oted  to  him  :  the  delight  of  his  subjects,  compassionate,  of  subdued 
anger,  honouring  the  brahmans,  and  ever  commiserating  those  in  distress ; 
blandiloquent,  not  a  detracter,  void  of  desire  after  even  his  hereditary  domi- 
nions, and  esteeming  the  acquisition  of  wisdom  beyond  that  of  a  kingdom, 
pitiful  .towards  all  creatures,  the  asylum  of  all  desiring  protection  ;  munifi- 
cent, the  protector  of.  the  good[,  beloved  of  his  dependents,  ready  to  repay  a 
kindness,  grateful,  engaging  in  only  just  ws^s,  a  discemer  of  good  qualities, 
full  of  ejccelleace,  self-suhdued,  of  decided  mind^  not  a  procrastinator;   able, 
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prompt  in  action^  gracious  to  his  friends,  easy  of  access,  renowned ;  one 
ready  to  part  with  his  life,  his  dignity,  liis  dearest  enjoynxents,  but 
never  with  truth ;  sincere,  munificent,  amiable,  humble,  of  excellent  dis- 
position,  meek,  just,  of  great  promptitude,  magnanimous,  incomparably 
good,  energetic,  clement,  grateful  to  the  sight  as  the  lunar  orb ;  invin^ 
cible  in  war,  pure  as  the  autumnal  sun,  attentive  to  the  aged,  having 
all  his  organs  in  subjection,  in  weighty  affairs  delivering  his  opinion 
with  conciseness  and  modesty,  although  in  eloquence  equal  to  Va- 
chuspttti/     Seeing  the  illustrious  Rama  possessed  of  these  qualities^  and 
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many  others,  a  mine  of  excellencies,  the  subduer  of  enemies,  Du$ha*mtha  be- 
gan  to  determine,  "  I  will  install  my  son  Ram^  as  coadjutor  in  the  govern- 
ment/* This  thought  was  continually  in  the  mind  of  the  wise  monarch,  **  When 
shall  I  see  Rama  installed  ?  Rama,  compassionate  to  2ill  creatures,  beloved 
far  beyond  myself,  reigning  over  my  subjects  by  his  excellent  qualities,  in 
power  equal  to  Shukra,  and  to  Vribusptui  in  understanding,  steady  as  Scame- 
TOO,  exceeding  myself  in  excellent  qualities,  is  a  fit  person  to  undertake  the 
management  of  the  kingdom.       Setting  my  son  over  this  whole  kingdom,  I 
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shall  in  this  life  enjoy  repose,  and  finally  obtain  heaves."       Perceiving  this 
his  inclination,  the  wise  men  who  were  capable  of  penetrating  his  wishes, 
with  those  high  in  office,  and  the  counsellors,  and  the  inhabitajits  of  both 
town  and  country,  assembling,  consulted  together,  and  having  come  to  a  de* 
termination,  all  unanimously  thus  addressed  the  aged  monarch  Dushd^^ruth^, 
"  O  lord  of  men,  thou  art  many  hundred  years  old,   be  pleased  to  confer  on 
Rama  the  office  of  coadjutor  in  the  government/'     Hearing  these  their  words, 
meeting  his  own  wishes,  he  who  had  long  beea  desirous  of  speaking  to  them 
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on  the  subject  replied,  ''While  the  kingdom  is  governed  by  me  with  justice, 
why  should  you  desire  to  make  my  son  my  coadjutor  in  the  government  ?'* 
The  people  of  the  city  and  the  country  replied  to  the  magnanimous  monarch, 
**  Many  are  the  auspicious  qualities  which  reside  in  thy  son  :  he  is  meek,  god- 
like, prudent,  not  a  detractor,  amiable,  gentle,  performing  towards  the  subject 
the  office  of  a  tender  parent ;  he  is  revered  by  the  aged  and  the  twice-born 
brahmans  who  study  the  Vedd;  he  is  inexorable  to  the  wicked,  while  he 
highly  regards  the  humble.  Neither  among  his  relatives,  nor  the  citizens,  nor 
the  people  of  the  country,  nor  even  throughout  the  whole  earth  is  there  one 
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who  esteems  Ram«  unqualified  for  empire.      Old  and  young,  citizens  and 

peasants,  attracted  by  the  excellencies  of  Rama,  desire  him  to  be  their  lord.  ^  . 

O  lord  of  men,  withRamu,  famed  for  his  excellent  qualities,  acquainted  w 

with  all  virtue,  munificent,  humble,  and  magnanimous;  learned  in  the  four 

Vedtfs,  in  the   use  of  the   divine  weapons,  and  expert  in  war,   a  su!?e  an 

infallible  marksman,  even  at  the  greatest  distance,  admirable  in  conducting 

abattl?,  and  never  relinquishing  his  arms,  are  the  people  •delighted.    O  king, 


V 
to  whatever  war  Ram^,  at  thy  command,  goes,  he,  conquering  his  enemies,  \ 


returns  victorious ;    and  when,  after  defeating   the  armies  of  the  enemy, 

he  returns,  he,  still  more  humble,  treats  us  with  the  greatest  condescension.  ' 
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When  he  returns  from  a  country-residcnce,  whether  it  be  on  an  elephant, 
or  in  a  carriage,,  he^  on  seeing  any  of  us  stops  in  the  public  street,  and  gia- 
ciously  enquires  respecting  our  health ;  and  with  the  most  genuine  sympathy 
extends  his  enquiries  to  the  health  of  our  priests,  our  disciples,  our  spouses 
and  servants,  of  those  within  and  without,  and  of  the  people  both  of  town 
and  country.  Women,  old  men-,  and  blooming  virgins  are  in  every  house 
continually  supplicating  the  gods  for  the  inst^ation  of  Rama,  O  king,  let 
this  event,  so  much  desired  by  them,  be  accomplished  through  thy  favour. 
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Already  in  imagination  do  we  behold  Ramtf,  resembling  the  azure  lotos, 
who  feels  the  distress  of  every  subject,  installed  by  thy  command.  O  lord  of 
men,  appoint  Ram^,  son  of  the  best  of  kings,  generous,  adorned  with  every 
excellence,  the  delight  of  mankindj  to  the  office  of  coadjutor  in  the  king- 
dom." 

Thus  far  the  sixty-fourth  Section,   containing  the  proposal  for  installing 
Ram^. 
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End  of  the  First  Volume:,  containing  the  First  Bo9k. 
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do  ?"  The  celestials  hearing  these  his  words,  added  further,  *'  The  virtuous, 
the  encourager  of  excellence,  eminent  for  truth,  the  firm  observer  of  his  vows, 
being  childless,  is  performing  an  t^shwa-medhtf  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
offspring.  For  the  sake  of  the  good  of  the  universe,  we  intreat  thee,  O  Vesh- 
tioo,  to  become  his  son.  Dividing  thyself  into  four  parts,  in  the  wombs  of  his 
three  consorts  equal  td  Kuri,  Shree,  and  Kcertee,i  assume  the  sonship  of 
ting  Dmha-Tuthay  the  lord  of  t/yodhya,  eminent  in  the  knowledge  of  duty, 
generous,  and  illustrious  as  the  great  sages.   Thus  becoming  man,  O  Vishnoo, 

t  Three  names  of  Doorga,  appearing  in  these  various  forms,  Y 
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conquer  in  battle  Ravuntz,  the  terror  of  the  universe,  who  is  invulnerable  to  the 
gods.  This  ignorant  Rakshus  Ravtm^x,  by  the  exertion  of  his  power,  afflicts 
the  cfods,  the  GwndhwrvJs,  the  Si'ddh^s,  and  the  most  excellent  sages;  these 
sages,  the  Gundhwrv^s,  and  the  Upsuras,  sporting  in  the  forest  Nz^ndt^n^i  have 
been  destroyed  by  that  furious  one.  We,  with  the  sages,  are  come  to  thee 
seeking  his  destruction.  The  Sfddhas,  the  G«ndhwrvas,  and  the  Yuksh^s 
betake  themselves  to  thee,  thou  art  our  only  refuge;  O  Devtf,  afflicter  of 
enemies,  regard  the  world  of  men,  and  destroy  the  enemy  of  the  gods." 

Vishnoo,  the  sovereign  of  the  gods,  the  chief  of  the  cekstials,  adored  hy  all 

1  The  paradise  or  garden  of/ndr*. 
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beings,  being  thus  supplicated,  replied  to  all  the  assembled  gods  (standing) 
before  Bruhma,  "  Abandon  fear ;  peace  be  with  you ;  for  your  benefit  having 
killed  Racvuna  the  cruel,  destructively  active,  the  cause  of  feai:  to  the  divine 
Mges,  together  with  all  his  posterity,  his  courtiers  and  counsellors,  and  his 
relations,  and  friends,  protecting  the  earth,  I  will  remain  incarnate  among 
men  for  the  space  of  eleven  thousand  years." 

Having  giveil  this  promise  to  the  gods,  the  divine  Vtshnoa,  ardent  in  the 
work,  sought  a  birth-place  among  men.    Dividing  himself  into  four  parts,  he 
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whose  eyes  resemble  the  lotos  and  the  p«lasha,  the  lotos  petal-eyed,  chose 
for  his  father  DTisha-ruiha  the  sovereign  of  men*  The  divine  sages  then  witht 
the  GundhttTvtfS,  the  Roodras,  and  the  (diflFerent  sorts  of)  Upmras,  innhe  most 
excellent  strains,  praised  the  destroyer  of  Midhoo,  (saying)  "  Root  up  Ravtentf, 
of  fervid  energy,  the  devastator,  the  enemy  of  Indra  swollen  with  pride- 
Destroy  him,  wh  ocauses  universal  lamentation,  the  annoyer  of  the  holy  as- 
cetics, terrible,  the  terror  of  the  devout  Twpwswees,  Having  destroyed  Ra- 
vuna,  tremendously  powerful,  who  causes  universal  weeping,  together  with 
his  army  and  friends,  dismissing  all  sorrow,  return  to  heaven,  the  place  fx^ 
from  stain  and  sin,  and  protected  by  the  sovereign  of  the  celestial  powers.** 

Thus  far  the  Section,  containing  the  plan  for  the  death  of  Ravttntr* 
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SECTION  XIV. 
Naraywna  tBe  aH  prevading,  appointed  by  the  most  excellent  celestials,  un- 
derstanding their  wish,  replied  in  these  pleasing  words  ;  «  O  ye  gods,  what 
ways  of  destroying  the  sovereign  of  the  Rakshwses  is  there,  in  which  I,  engag, 
ing,  may  slay  this  annoyer  of  the  sages  ?"  Thus  addressed,  all  the  celestials 
answered  the  imperishable  Vishnoo,  "Assuming  a  huxnan  form,  destroy  in 
battle,  Ravuna,  that  subduer  of  enemies,  who  for  a  long  season  practised  austc- 
tkics  by  which  even.  Brahma,  the  creator  of  the  world,  in  birth  preceding  the 
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universe,^  was  rendered  propitious.  The  chief  of  beings,  pleased,  then  bestovr* 
cd  on  this  Rakshtts  a  blessing,  "  Man  excepted,  from  the  various  kinds 
of  beings  thou  hast  nothing  to  fear."  When  this  ancient  promise  was  given 
men  wfere  the  objects  of  Ravwna's  contempt.  Elated  therefore  by  this  bless« 
ing  from  Bruhm^,  he  destroys  the  three  worlds,  carrying  oflF  by  violence  the 
female  part  of  the  creation.  Therefore,  O  distresser  of  enemies,  from  men  is  his 
death  certain. 

Having  heard  these  words  of  the  celestials^  Vishnoo,  intent  on  the  work,  im- 
mediately chose  for  his  father  Dusha-ruthay  the  sovereign  of  men. 

1  The  original  is  Loka-poorv0,  which  neans  literally  the  £rst  bom  of  allcreatnres* 
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At  that  time  the  illustrious,  childless  monarch,  the  conqueror  of  his  enemies, 
desirous  of  posterity,  was  perfgrming  a  sacrifice  to  obtain  a  son.  Having  fix- 
eel  his  resolution,  and  consuhed  with  Bramha,  Vzshnoo,  adored  by  the  gods, 
ind  the  great  sages,  disappeared.  Forthwith  from  the  fire  of  the  sacrifice  at- 
tended by  the  sound  of  the  Doondoobh*  rose  a  supernatural  being,  of  inco;n- 
parable  splendour,  and  unusual  size,  clothed  in  red,  mighty,  heroic,  powerful, 
Wack,  with  glowing  countenance,  the  eyes,  the  hair  of  the  body,  and  the  large 
beard  of  shining  auburn ;  impressed  with  auspicious  marks,  and  adorned  with  di- 
vine ornaments ;  equalling  in  height  the  lofty  summit  of  a  mountain;  mighty  as 
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the  majestic  tyger,  in  form  resembling  the  sun,  bright*as  the  ardent  flame,  with 
lion  shoulders  and  mighty  arm.  Adorned  with  ornaments  on  both 
hands,  the  neck  encircled  with  a  necklace  of  twenty  seven  pearls,  its  teeth  re- 
sembling the  king  of  stars,  1  glowing  with  brightness,  like  Shree  irradiating 
all  around,  it  held  in  both  hands,  like  a  beloved  spouse,  a  large  vessel  re- 
sembling Mayamwyee*  of  burning  gold^  bordered  with  silver,  and  filled  with 
the  divine  Paywsa,   the  lacteous  food4  of  the  celestials, 

1  The  moon. 
ft  Doorga 

3  Splendid  as  liquid  gold. 

4  A  kind  of  rice  milk  called  Vatumtinna. 
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Tlie  surprising  being  thus  produced,  addressed  Rishyd-shiinga,  "  Esteem 
me,  O  twice  bom,  an  emanation  of  Bruhmer  come  hither  to  thee.  Receive 
this  vessel  from  me,  and  present  it  to  the  king/'  The  wise  Rishy^-shnng^, 
the  chief  of  the  twice  bom,  repfied,  <*Be  pleased  thyself  to  deliver  the  sur- 
prizing  vessel  to  the  king/' 

Hearing  the  words  of  Rtshya-shn'ng(X,  the  great  emanation  of  PrwjaputJ, 

in  a  pleasing  tone,  addressed  the  heir  of  Ashwakoe?,  "  O  great  king,  I  present 

to  thee  this  food  of  ambrosial  taste :  receive  it,  O  descendant  of  /kshwdkooJ 
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The  king  receiving^  it^  bowed  his  head  and  replied,  "  O  divine  one,  what  shall 
I  do  with  this  food?  The  being  enwinatcd  from  Pn/japnti  answered  the  king, 
"  O  king,  this  fruit^of  the.  sacriGce  is  brought  by  me ;  receive,  O  chief  of  men> 
this  F^yusa  prepared  hy  the  gods,  and-  insuring  posterity,  ft  od  increasing  virtue 
and  health ;  let  it  be  eaten  by  thy  beautiful  consorts ;  -from  them  thou  wilt  then 
obtain  the  sons  for  whom  thou  hast  performed  the  sacrifice."  "  Be  it  thus," 
xeplicd  the  pleased  lord  of  men;  and  bowing  received  with  the  head  ^  tht 
golden  vessels  given  by  the  gcds,  full  o'f  celestial  food.      Then  bowing  cvett^ 

<  Whfcn  a  IJitdoe  receives  any  thing  from  ». superior,  he  applies  it  to  his  head  U  ft  token  of 
high  regard  to  the  doror ;  this  is  called  receiving  it  with  ihcicad  •  if  it  be  a  heavy  article,  lit 
aays,  «*  I  recclrc  it  on  my  head»" 
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to  die  feet  of  this  surprizing  being,  pleasing  to  the  sight,  he,  with  pectiliar 
jojr,  respectfully  circumambulated  him  in  the  customary  manner.*  Having 
obtained  this  food  prepared  by  the  gods,  Duslui-rutha  rejoiced  as  a  man  disti- 
tHte  of  riches  on  obtaining  if  ealth«  That  illustrious  being,  of  wondrous 
fojm,  luvJng  thus  completed  his  work  became  invisible* 

The  apartments  of  the  women  were  now  irradiated  with  the  beams  of  Joy, 
as  the  atmosphere  is  irradiated  by  the  rays  of  the  bright  autumnal  moon« 

t  A  Htndo»  expresses  hit  respect  to  a  parent  or  spiritaal  preceptor,  by  walking  several  timet 
found  him  with  the  palm  of  hit  hands  joined,  and  his  face  towards  him.  His  r«»p6Ct  to  a  god 
h  expressed  by  thus  walking  round  iu  image  or  altar.     This  ceremony  is  called  fradnkshw, 
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The  king  entering  them,  said  thus  to  Koushwlya,  *^  Receive  thy  share  of  the 
son-producing  Paywsa.    Then  the  lord  of  men  gave  half  the  Paywsa  to  Kou* 
shulya  and  half  the  remaning  part  to  Soomitra :  of  what  remained,  the  king  for 
the  sake  of  a  son,  gave  half  to  Kikeyee;  and  reflecting,  presented  to  S^omttra^ 
the  remainder  of  the  ambrosial  food*    Thus  did  the  king  divide  among  his  wives 
the  celestial  food.  The  beautiful  spouses,  of  the  lord  of  men,  having  obtained 
the  Payiisa,  acknowledged  the  honour  done  them,  their  hearts  overflowing 
with  joy.    Afterward,  having  eaten  the  sacrillc  food,  presented  by  the  lord  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IJCT.  XIV.]  THE  RAMAY17N^. 


'9/ 


war  g^t^^^mr  'l^r:  ^t^iffejgiPlnimfH^jM:  i  s?  ii 

men  himself,  each  of  them  became  pregnant  with  infants  energetic  as  the  fire  or 
the  rays  of  the  sun.  Beholding  his  wives  thus  pregnant,  the  king  enjoyed 
pleasure  of  mind  equal  ta  that  of  Hwri  ii^  heaven,  adored  by  India,  and  the 
Stddhfls  ^  and  the  sages^ 

Thus  far  the  section  describing  the  production  of  the  Vdyusa. 
1  These  are  eight  persons. 
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Thifi  sacrifice,  the  wonderful  Ushwd'-mtdha,  being  finished,  the  gods  hav« 
ing  obtained  their  desired  shares  of  the  oblation,  departed  to  their  respect- 
ive abodes.  The  great  sages  too,  highly  honoured,  returned  home.  Then 
king  Dtfsha-n^thtf ,  with  pleased  mind,  addressed  all  the  kings,  who  had  come 
thither  to  the  sacrifice,  ^^  O  sovereigns  of  men,  let  each  one  of  you  at  hii 
pleasure  depart  to  his  respective  kingdom.     I  am  fully  gratified.     May  you 
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pfrosper,«-may  you  obtain  lasting  felicity.  Let  each  of  you  turn  his  at- 
tention  to  the  preservation  of  his  own  state  :  a  king  fallen  from  his  throne 
appears  like  one  dead ;  wherefore  the  protection  of  their  own  possessions 
should  be  regarded  by  all  those  desirous  of  stable  grandeur.  Heaven  is  not 
90  eOectually  obtained  by  sacrifice^  as  by  preserving  (one's  people).  As  a 
person  carefully  preserves  his  body  by  clothing  and  other  method?^  so  ought 
a  king  to  preserve  his  kingdom.  Future  contingencies  should  be  foreseen  - 
by  a  king  in  the  management  of  his  afiFairs,  nor  should  he  be  unacquainted ' 
with  past  events,  that  there  be  no  fault  in  his  administration/*      Thus  did- 
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Dusha-nctha  admonish  the  kings.     They  having  heard  the  advise,  and  taten 
counsel  together,  departed  in  every  direction. 

They  being  gone,  and  the  vow  called  Deeksha  being  finished,  the  happy 
Dwshtf-rttth^,  with  pleased  jnind,  attended  by  his  wives,  and  preceded  by  the 
excellent  twice  born,  returned  to  his  palace  with  his  counscllof  s,  and  his 
whole  court.  After  some  time  Reshya-shrmga  highly  pleased,  departed 
with  Shanta  and  the  learned  brahmans.      Accompanied  by  the  wise  king 

with  his  train,   and  by  Vwshzshtha  the  sage,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
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with  numerous  vehicles  covered  with  woollen  cloth,  and  drawn  by  white  ox- 
en. Having  obtained  many  jewels  and  precious  gems,  together  with  ele- 
phants, and  sheep,  the  fair  Shanta  attended  by  her  pages,  and  adorned  with 
various  ornaments,  like  another  Shree,  departed  with  great  joy,  delighted 
with  her  husband,  as  Poulomee  with  Poorundur^r.  Dwelling  in  happiness 
and  possessed  of  every  thing  desirable,  surrounded  by  her  women  «nd  rela- 
tives, the  beautiful,  happy,  and  chaste  Shanta,  reminded  hy  her  husband  of 
ft  forest  residence,  joyfully  acquiesced  in  his  wish* 
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The  king  with  his  family  accompanied  the  great  observer  of  religious  rites, 
the  fortunate  son  of  tlie  sage,  and  his  own  daughter  the  fair  Shanta.  These, 
dwelling  in  happiness,  set  forward  at  the  word  of  Rishya-shnng^,  The 
mighty  son  of  the  sage  then  going  to  the  king  intreated  him,  saying,  "  Re- 
turn, O  lord  of  men."  Hearing  the  words  of  the  sage's  son,  the  king  with 
those  of  the  inner  apartment  wept  aloud,  and  said  to  Koushulya,  Soomitn, 
and  Kikeyee,  "  Feast  your  eyes  with  beholding  Shanta,  a  sight  of  whom  will 
«oon  be  difficult  to  obtain."  Then  all  embracing  Shanta,  whose  tycs  were 
suflPused  with  tears,  poured  benedictions  on  the  twice  bora  and  his  consort, 
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^*  May  Vayoo,  17gni,  Somtf,  Prithtvee,  Sunt,  and  Dtsh  1  constantly  preserve 
thee  in  the  forest,  thou  faithful  spouse,  observant  of  every  duty.  Thy  hus- 
band's father  demands  thy  respectful  attention,  for  he  is  truly  venerable. 
Thy  husband,  at  all  times  the  object  of  veneration,  O  thou  undeapised  one, 
must  be  honoured  by  respectfol  homage,  assiduous  attention,  and  a  due  re- 
gard to  the.sacrific  Bte,  and  the  sacred  ceremonies ;  and,  in  private,  by  the 
language  of  afiFectioiu  The  husband  is  the  deity  of  his  wives.  The  king 
will  constantly  send  brahmans,  O  sinless  one,  to  thine  abode  to  enquire  after 

1  The  regeats  of  the  wiod^  the  fire,  the  moon^  the  earth,  the  rivers,  and  the  points  of  the 
compass, 
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.  thy  welfare ;  be  chearfiil,  O  daughter,  at  all  times.*'  Having  thus  encouragca 
Shanta,  and  repeatedly  kissed  her,  all  the  women  returned,  at  the  command 
of  the  king.  Having  circumambulated  the  excellent  twice  Bom  one,  the 
wise  R/shytf-shringtf,  the  heroic  king,  ordered  a  few  troops  to  accompany^ 
him*  He,  bowing  to  the  monarch,  said,  "  May  prosperity  attend  thee,  O 
king.  Govern  thy  subjects  with  justice/^      Having  said  this  to  the  king,  be 

'  de|)arteil.  The  monarch  too,  when  he  had  lost  sight  of  the  brahman,  w- 
turning  to  his  otvn  city  amidst  the  congratulations  of  the  citizens,  abode 
therei  expecting  the  birth  of  a  som 
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By  easy  joumies,  the  illustrious  Rishy^-shnng^  arrived  at  Chum^uka* 
malmee  the  delightful  city  of  Loma-pad^i.  Hearing  of  his  approach,  Lo- 
m<^-padtf ,  going  to  meet  him^  attended  by  his  courtiers,  and  the  brahmans, 
said,  "  O  twice  bom,  has  your  journey  been  pleasant  f  Is  it  well  with  you  ? 
You  are  come,  O  sage  of  niighty  arm,  with  your  spouse  and  your  whole  fa* 
Duly.  Your  father,  O  brahman,  is  well,  and  has  constantly  sent  to  enquire 
after  your  welfare,  O  my  lord,  and  that  of  your  spouse,  in  the  most  particu- 
lar manner.     The  wise  king  then  with  gladdened  mind  adorned  his  city  in 
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honour  of  R^shy^-shnng^,  who,  welcomed  by  the  priest  with  the  accustomed 
honours,  joyfully  entered  the  city,  accompanied  by  the  king.  There  the 
mighty  son  of  the  twice  bom  one  dwelt,  continually  honoured  by  the  king 
and  all  his  court. 

After  Rjshya-shn'nga  had  arrived,  the  king  commanded  a  brahman,  "Go 
to  the  most  eminent  sage,  and  bowing  the  head  with  the  utmost  reverence, 
with  every  degree  of  respect  due  from  me  and  his  socT,  acquaint  the  divine 
sage,  the  descendant  of  Ktxshyttptf ,  that  his  son ;  the  generous,  the  incom- 
parable Rtshya-shringa  has  arrived  here.    At  these  words  of  the  king,  the 
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eminent  twice  born  went  to  the  abode  of  the  son  of  Kushyupa,  and  having' 
duly  saluted  the  most  excellent  sage,  he  bowed  his  head  and  distinctly  re- 
peated the  message  sent  by  the  king,  •*  Thy  son  is  arrived,  having  finished 
the  sacrifice  of  his  father-in-law,  the  great  Dush^-rtttlui.  Having  before  re- 
ceived a  full  account  of  the  nuptial  union  which  had  been  formed,  and  of 
the  sacrifice  performed  by  the  illustrious  hero,  Dttsh^-ruth^,  the  great  sage, 
the  divine  one,  hearing  from  the  mouth  of  the  brahman  the  words  of  the 
lung  his  worthy  relative,  equal  to  the  gods,  resolved  upon  going  to  bring  home 
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his  son.  After  this  the  excellent  twice  bom  one,  attended  by  his  disciples,  de- 
parted for  the  pleasant  city  of  Lom^z-pad^,  full  of  desire  to  behold  his  som 
On  the  way  he  was  every  where  honoured  in  the  most  respectful  manner  by 
the  cow-herds  and  villagers :  the  poeple  came  to  him  continually,  bringing 
food  of  various  kinds.  Servants  attended  him  day  and  night  without  sleep^ 
bowing  their  head,  and  saying,  ^*  O  sage,  what  shall  we  do  ?"  The  lord  of 
brahmans  said  to  those  attending  him,  "  Why  are  those  honours  paid  to  me  ? 
I  wish  to  hear  the  truth/*     They  answered  the  gfcat  one,  ^  O  brahman  wt 
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are  performing  the  command  of  your  relative,  the  sovereign  of  men*  Dismiss 
anxiety  from  your  mind/'  The  sage  having  heard  these  pleasing,  exhilerating 
^ords,  pronounced  a  benediction  on  the  king  and  his  courtiers,  and  his  city. 
The  beloved  servants  of  the  king  upon  hearing  the  words  of  V/bhandwktf, 
with  joyful  hearts,  speedily  returned  to  announce  the  tidings. 

On  receiving  the  intelligence  dilating  the  soul  with  pleasure,  the  virtuous 
sovereign  of  men  rose,  with  his  counsellors,  and  went  out  to  meet  the  chief 
of  sages.  Beholding  the  venerable  sage,  the  king  repeatedly  made  obei- 
lance,  saying,  "O  virtuous  one,  this  day,  by  the  sight  of  thee,  is  the  design  of 
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my  birth  fully  accomplished."  **  Thus  "be  it'*  replied  the  most  eminent  twice 
bom  to  the  king;  ''entertain  no  fear  of  me,  O  sinless  sovereign  of  kings;  I 
am  propitious  "  Thus  favoured,  the  happy  monarch,  giving  the  prece- 
dence to  the  most  excellent  twice  bom,  entered  the  city,  surrounded  by 
every  good.  The  conqueror  of  enemies  then,  with  the  priest,  conducted  the 
sage  to  the  well-adorned  palace,  and  taking  the  Urghya,  he  bowing  even  to 
his  feet,  according,  to  the  ordinance,  drew  near  to  the  great,  self-subdued, 
placid,  all  accomplished  sage,  impressed  with  auspicious  marks;  and  present- 
ed him  with  the  customary  ornaments.     All  then  drawing  near^    stood  bc- 
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fore  him  with  joined  hands.  Then  the  beautifully  adorned  females,  putting 
Shauta  before,  addressed  the  brahman,  *'  O  thou  conferring  honour,  this  is 
the  spouse  of  thy  son.  The  sage  acquainted  with  every  virtue,  full  of  asto- 
nishment, embracing  Shanta,  pressed  her  to  his  bosom.  Rising,  and  bowing 
even  to  the  feet  of  the  twice  born  one,  she  stood  near  her  father-in-law,  with 
joined  hands.  The  most  eminent  twice  born  one  liaving  returned  the  ac- 
knowledgments of  Shanta,  and  the  rest  of  the  women,  and  the  king,  performed 

B  b   2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J812  THE    RAMAYUNA,  [book  I. 


<; 


the  expiatory  ceremony  for  his,  son.^     After  this,  adored  by  the  king,  and 
revered  by  the  great  sages,  he  with  his  son,  retired  to  the  forest.  * 

Being  on  a  time  interrogated  by  his  great  father,  Rishy^-shimgtf  related  to 
him  the  whole  of  what  had  happened.  He,  pleased,  having  heard  his  son 
relate  the  particulars  respecting  the  king's  sacrifice — the  production  of  the  lac* 
teous  food — the  clouds  giving  rain  in  the  dreadful  drought — the  great  respect 

1  Rtshya-shritiga  was  a  brahman,  and  Shania  the  daughter  of  a  Kshtitr/va.    This  was,  there* 
fore,  expeiient  for  the  father  after  acknowledging  the  nuptials  of  bis  son. 

f  The  text  from  this  place  to  the  foot  of  page  214  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  copies  of  the 
Goura  pundili  aLd  not  in  those  of  the  south  or  west. 
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shewn  to  hisi  son  in  the  kingdom  of  Lom^r-padj — his  obtaining  the  beautiful 
Shanta  for  his  spouse — his  obtaining  abundance  of  wealth — his  connection 
with  king  Lomj-pada  and  Dttshtf-rwthtz— the  sacrifice  of  the  devout  king 
Dusha-TUtha^  and  the  present  fruit  of  this  well  performed  deed,  scarcely  ob- 
tainable on  earth — the  mind  of  him  by  nature  inclined  to  virtue,  and  eminent 

in  holiness,  was  afresh  excited  to  the  practice  of  purity  and  truth.  Having 
obtained  this  fruit  of  his  well  performed  actions — and  of  his  own  virtue,  he 
viewed  his  birth'  among  men  as  a  rich  acquisition. 

The  king  (D^sha-ruthj)  by  virtue  and  strict  justice  conferring  felicity  on 
his  people,    increased  the  renown  of  /kshwakoo's  race.       Eminent  in  truth 

^  His,  i,  e.  Rishya-shringa's. 
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and  piety,  by  his  fame  delighting  his  subjects,  he,  receiving  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  desires,  beheld  even  in  his  life-time  virtue  and  truth  prevailing, 
as  the  fruit  of  his  actions.  This  royal  sage  had  three  queens,  beautiful,  of 
excellent  disposition,  inelegance  of  form  rivalling  the  Upsuras;  Koushz^lya 
esteemed  by  him  as  another  self,  the  fair  Kikeyee,  and  Soomrtra,  the  adopted 
daughter  of  Vama-deva.  Of  these  were  bom  four  god-like  sons  of  bound- 
less energy,  Rama,    Lwkshmuna,  Shwtrooghna,  and  Biittrwta. 

The    sacrifice  ended,    the    six    seasons^    again   revolved   their  round; 
1  The  Hiodoos  reckon  six  seasons  in  the  year^  of  two  months  each. 
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Afterwards,  in  the  course  of  the  twelve  months,  on  the  ninth  lunar  day  of 
Chitr^,  under  the  Nukshutra^  UJiiti,  five  planets  being  in  fortunate  signs,* 
in  the  Lwgna  Kurkuta,^  when  the  moon  was  rising  in  Vnhwspwt?,  the  music  of 
the    Doandoobh/s  soundings    Koushwlya  brought  forth  her  son,  Ramj,    the 

J  The  Il/ndoos  beside  the  common  division  of  the  Zodiac  into  twelve  signs,  divide  it  into 
twe  Uy  seven  Ntfkshi/tras,  two  aitd  a  quarter  of  which  are  included  in  each  sign :  each  Niikshu* 
Ua  hdj  its  appropriate  name* 

f  Viz.  The  Sun,  Mungul,  Saturn,  A''r/hf/Fpwt/,  and  Shook ro ;  of  these,  Rovt  or  the  sun,  was  in 
Aris ;  Mungul  in  Mukuia,  or  the  sea  nuiii&ltr ;  Saturn  in  Libra,  Vnhi/sptiti  in  Cancer,  and  Slioo- 
kra  in  Pisces.  These  situations  are  called  reb[;ectively  the  Oochcha,  or  the  culminating  point 
of  these  planets. 

3  The  twelve  signs  are  called  Lwgn^s,  when  considered  as  rising  ^ovc  the  horizon  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  The  Lwgnas  have  the  same  name  as  the  signs.  The  duration  of  a  Lwgna 
from  the  first  rising  of  any  sign,  till  the  v^hole  be  above  the  horizon.  KurkuUi  means  Cancer. 
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lord  of  the  world,  adored  by  the  whole  universe,  -possessed  of  every  divine 
mark,  of  mighty  arm,  with  eyes  and  lips  of  sanguine  hue,  a  moiety  of  Vzshnoa 
himself,  the  source  of  jdy  to  Ashwakoo's  race.  Koushwiya  was  rendered  illus- 
trious by  this  son  of  boundless  spower,  as  Uditi^  by  Btyr^-pamg  the  chief  of  the 
^ods*       Of  Kikeyee  was  born  Bhuruia  the  truly  valiant,  possessed  of  every 

1  I7diti  was  the  daaghter  of  Dtiksfaa,  and  the  mother  of  the  gods. 

>  Bujra  ptadf  *'  grasping  the  thunder  bolt  in  his  hand/'  a  name  of  Jndra. 
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grace,  and  a  fourth  part  of  the  ever-present  Vi^noo.  Soomitn  also  brought 
fourth  her  two  sons  Lttkshmztna  and  Shutrpoghn^,  heroes  skilful  in  the  i^se  of 
every  weapon,  and  sharing  in  the  deity  of  Vhhnoo^  The  natal  hour  of 
Bhwmta  was  in  the  Nw^kshutr^  Pooshytf,  and  in  the  Lugna  Meen<j.*  The  two' 
cons  of  So(?m{tra  were  bom  in  the  Nukshutra  Sz^rpa;^  at  the  moment  in  which 
the  sun  rose  in  Cancer. 

Thus  >Mfe  sepauately  btougfatfoxthJ^fournccQipplished  mus  jof  the  Jkiagt 

i^PisGes. 

^  Stfipa  tbe  serpent  The  regent  ef  the  Nvkehvtra  CTshTesha  is  stipposed  to  be  in  the  form  of 
a  serpent*  If  a  Hiadoo  be  attacked  with  a  fever,  or  any  partir.ular  disease^  when  the  moon  is  ia 
this  Niiksh|»tra,.he  iii»kes  a  figure  ia  tte  farm  of  a  teipeat^  Md  pesfdnaa  oectato  appointed.coie* 
moniea  to  ensure  his  recover/. 

C  c 
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resembling  each  other,  and  united  like  (the  stars)  Proshth^-pttd^ .  ^  On  this 
occasion  the  Gundhurv^s  sung  melodiously,  and  the  Upsuras  danced;  the 
divine  Doondoobhis  played,  and  a  shower  of  flowers  fell  from  the  sky.  In 
C/yodhya  there  was  a  general  rejoicing  throughout  all  ranks  of  people.  Fill- 
ed  with  rope  dancers,  and  vast  multiiudes  of  people,  and  by  dancers  attended 
with  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  the  areas,  decorated  with  a  variety  of 
jpwels,  exhibited  a  festive  scene.  The  king  gave  gifts  to  those  who  read 
the  Soottf,  And  also  to  the  genealogists,  and  panegyrists.  ^     To  the  brahmans 

1  The  twenty  fifth  and  twenty  sixth  Nukshif  tros  are  accounted  double  stations  or  itar%  and 
are  called  Proshtho-pttda,  agreeing  in  number  with  the  four  sons  of  Dirsbo-rKthit* 

t  The&e  men  are  still  numerous.    They  aiecalled  ChiiUfk«i| and  manage  mairiages '^ 
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1»  gave  possessions  and  thousands  of  the  bovine  race.  Eleven  days  having 
-elapsed,  the  delighted  Voshislitba  named  the  great  first  bprn  Ram^;  the^  son' 
of  Kikeyee  he  called  Bhuruta,  and  to  the  sons  of  Soumftr^  he  gave  the  names 
t>f  Lukshxnuna  and  Shiitrooghna. 

After  this,  the  king  feasted  the  brahmans,  the  citizens,  and  the  people  of  the 
lehole  coontry,  presenting  the  brahmans  with  jewels  in  great  abundance :  thus 
did  he  perform  all  the  natal  rites  of  these  his  sons*  Among  these,  Ram^  the 
ddcst  continually  creating  pleasure  in  his  father's  heart,  appeared  conspicuous 
like  a  flag  (on  a  tower)  ;  he  was  regarded  (  among  others),  as  the  self-eadste^f 

C  c  2 
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among  beings.  All  were  acquainted  with  the  Vedtf,  heroes,  devoted  to  the 
happiness  of  men,  all  possessed  of  wisdom  and  every  excellent  quality ;  among 
them,  however,  Rama  excelled  in  energy  and  real  pfowess ;  the  delight  of  all, 
bright  as  the  moon,  expert  in  mounting  the  elephant,  the  horse,  and  the  cha- 
riot, skilful  in  archery,  and  constantly  demoted  to  fili^  obedience.  Lz^ksh* 
inuna,  the  increaser  of  prosperity,  from  his  infahcy  beloved  of  bis  elder  brothier^ 
the  delight  of  mankind,  ^de^red  himself  to  Ramtz,  by  wflKogly  peifonmng 
whatever  was  pleasing  to  him.  Lukshmuna  the  abode  of  prosperity  was  to  Ra« 
ma  like  another  self;  without  him  that  most  excellent  one  did  aot  eveh  sleep» 
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or  partake  of  t^e  least  dtlic«cy.  Whenever  Ra^huviZ,  mounted  on  horsebaci:, 
engaged  in  the  tha^,  lAiksbknuna  femanied  Willi  his  botr  near  to  pi^serve  him. 
The  younger  brolhcr  df  Liikshtmhd,  ^h^ftlvoghhA,  *ras  dearfer  thiii  life  to 
Bhuruta,  and  was  beloved  by  him  with  equal  aflPettton ;  and  by  thfe^  four  affec* 
tionate  and  fortunate  sons,  was  Dt^sha-ruth^  beloved,  even  as  Bn^hma  by  the 
gods.  From  these  youths,  accomplished  in  knowledge,  adorned  with  tvcry  ex* 
cellencc,   modest,  renowned,  wise,  and  prudent,  Dusha-rttthfl  the  father  of 
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these  valiant  heroes  derived  joy  equal  that  of  him  who  presides  in  the  man* 
sions  of  Bruhma.  ' 

Those,  superior  among  men,  as  the  tyger  among  beasts,  affettionately  re- 
^dfixl  of  their  father,  attached  to  the  study  of  the  Ved^,  eminent  in  archeiy^ 
and  inexpressibly  engaging,  by  their  virtues  became  the  delight  of  the  ctti« 
zens^  And  the  whole  kingdom* 

Thus  £ir  the  Section  describing  the  birth  of  the  sons  of  Dtfshtf-rtfth<i* 
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SECTION  xyr^ 

Vishnoo  havingBccomc  tbe  son  of  this  great  monarch,  the  di\'ine  self-existant, 
thus  addressed  all  the  gods:  '*  For  Vishnoo,  engaged  in  a  just  undertaking  for 
the  sake  of  all,  create  nughty  companions  capable  of  assuming  any  fonn»  skilled 
in  the  arts  of  illusion,  valiant,  swift  as  the  wind,  acquainted  with  the  dictates  of 
virtue,  and  endowed  with  understanding,  in  power  equal  to  Vtshnt?^,  invul« 
fierable,  fertile  in  stratagem,  invested  with  divine  bodies,  acquainted  with  the 
aature  of  all  weapons ;   immortal  as  those  who  feed  on  ambiosia^    Frbm  the 
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boclies  of  the  chief  t^psuMs,  the  Gundhurvas,  the  daughters  of  the  Yitkshas, 

and  the  Hydras;  from  the  bears,  the  Vidyadhorees,  the  Kmnitrees,  and  ijic 
female  monkeys,— procreate  sons,  monkey-formed,  in  power  equal  to  your- 
selves. From  the  mouth  of  me,  wide  gaping,  has  Jambwvan  Ae  mgi^ 
bear  been  already  produced." 

Thus  addressed  by  the  divine  one,  the  celestials  produced  a  progeny,  of 
monkey  fprm.  The  ^reat  sages,  the  Siddhas,  the  Vidyadhurtfs,  the  Hydras. 
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and  the  Charun^s  ^  produced  sons,  sylvan  heroes.  Indra  then  gave  birth  to 
Vah*  his  o^vn  son,  sovereign  ^  of  the  simian  tribes,  in  splendor  equalling  his 
.  illustrious  sire.  Tttptfn^,  supremely  fervid,  begat  Soogveeva.  Vrihuspwti  gave 
the  birth  to  the  wise,  the  peerless  Tarj,  the  mighty  ape,  chief  in  renown  amidst 
the  monkey  tribe.  The  son  of  Dhunt^  ^  was  the  fortunate  Gundh^i-madun^. 
Vishwtf-kttrma*  begat  the  mighty  ape,  by  name  Nwla.      The  son  of  Favuka^ 

1  The  panegyrists  of  thegoda. 
s  Soorya,  the  sua, 
^  Koovera,  the  god  of  riches, 

^  The  Architect,  and  chief  mechanic  of  the  gods;  the  patron  of  mechanic  arts.       He  is 
^ftonaally  worshipped  by  the  Hindoo  mechanics  on  the 
5  Ugpi,  the  god  of  fire. 

D/d 
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was  Neel^  the  fortunate,  resplendant  as  the  fire,  the  hero  surpassing  in  energy, 
fame  and  valour.  The  Ushwinas,^  admired  for  beauty  and  agility,  begat 
Mindd;  and  Dwivida.  Vuroona^  was.  the  parent  of  the  monkey  Sooshena, 
Shurubh^  the  mighty,  owed  his  birth  to  Furyunya.^  The  son  of  Muroot  was 
Hz^nooman  the  fortunate,  destructive  as  the  thunder-bolt,  as  swift  as  Vinwtey^,* 
excelling  in  wisdom  and  strength  amid.<.t  the  chief  monkeys.  These,  a  nu- 
merous host,  ready  to  destroy  the  ten-headed,  heroes  of  boundless  energy, 

1  Ushmna,  and  Koomara,  the  pbysiciafcis  of  Heaven,  or  the  regents  of  medicine. 

2  The  god  of  the  w«itcr. 

5  The  regent  of  the  clouds, 
^  4  Guroora  the  son  of  Vmuta,  and  the  sovereign  of  birds. 
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puissant,  able  to  assume  any  form,  were  thus  created.  These  bears,  mon- 
keys,  and  Gopoochchh<zs,  ^  in  size  equal  to  elephants  or  mountains,  incarnate, 
of  mighty  prowess,  were  speedily  brought  into  being.  Each  diflFerent  god 
produced  a  son,  in  form,  and  habit,  and  strength,  the  exact  resemblance  of 
himself.  From  the  cow-tailed  race  were  produced  such  as  were  of  superior 
strength.  The  gods,  the  great  sages,  the  Gundhwrvfl:s,  the  Tarkshy^s,  the  il- 
lustrious feathered  race,  the  Hydras,  the  Kmgpooroosh^s,*    the  Siddh/zs,  the 

1  Gopoochchha,  the  name  of  a  particular  species  of  monkeys,  literally  the  cow-tailed. 

<  KtngpooraoFhtfs,  often  called  Koomaras.    These  are  a  kind  of  demi-gods  with  horse's 
heads,  perhaps  Centaars. 
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Vzdyadhttr^s,  the  serpents,  and  the  Charun^s,  pleased,  wandfering  in  the 
woods,  procreated  from  the  wombs  of  the  chief  female  Upsuras,  the  VWya* 
dhurees,  the  daughters  of  the  hydras,  and  the  female  Gtmdhurv^rs,  innumera- 
ble sons,  all  of  the  simian  race,  sylvan  heroes,  of  enordious  bulk.  These, 
able  to  assume  any  shape  at  their  will,  endued^with  power,  in  haughtiness 
and  might  equalling  the  tyger  and  the  lion,  could  wield  in  combat  rocks 
and  mountains,  and  tremendously  annoy  the  enemy  with  their  nails  anci 
tcctb^     Skilled  in  every  kind  of  weapon^  they  could  remove  the  greatest 
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mountains,  pierce  the  stoutest  trees,  and  in  swiftness  put  to  shame  Sumoodra 
the  lord  of  rivers  ;>  they  could  tear  up  the  earth  with  their  feet,  cause  the 
tea  to  overflow  its  bounds,  and,  mounting  in  the  air,  seize  the  very  clouds; 
they  could  seize  inebriated  elephants,  walking  in  the  woods,  and  with  their 
shout  cause  the  feathered  songsters  to  fall  to  the  ground* 

Thus  were  produced  by  millions,  monkeys  able  to  assume  any  form;  chief 
among  the  great  leaders  of  the  simian  tribes,  who  also  begat  a  race  of  heroic 
monkey  chiefs.     Some  pf  these  remained  by  thousands  ia  the  parts  inhabited 

]  Sumoodra,  tbe  sea,  which,  the  H/ndoos  say,  flows  with  swiftness  far  superior  to  any  river, 
Himoe  this  allusion. 
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by  the  bears,  and  others  abode  in  different  mountains  and  forests.  The 
chief  leaders  of  the  herds  of  monkeys  kept  near  the  two  brothers,  Soogrceva 
the  son  of  Soory^,  and  Balee  the  son  of  Shukxa^  while  others  with  Nwla,  and 
Neel^,  Hunooman,  and  the  other  great  chiefs,  equal  in  strength  to  Tark- 
shy^,^  and  eminent  in  war,  ranged  the  woods,  putting  to  flight  lions,  tygers, 
and  huge  serpents.  The  valorous,  puissant  Balee,  of  mighty  arm,  by  his 
prowess  protected  the  bears,  the  Gopoocbchhtfs,  and  the  monkeys.  With 
I  GuTooxa, 
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these  heroes,  imprinted  with  various  marks,  filled  the  earth  with  its  moun^ 
tains,  forests,  and  seas  :  for  the  sake  of  assisting  Ram^  was  the  earth  covered 
by  these  mighty  simian  chiefs,  in  appearance  resembling  the  assembled  clouds, 
and  in  size  appalling  all  with  terror. 

Thus  far  the  sixteenth  Section,  describing  the  production  of  the  monkeys. 
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SECTION    XVII. 


After  this,  the  great  D«shfl-rwth(^,with  his  counsellors  and  friends,  hecamc 
anxious  rcspectin;j  the  marriage  of  his  four  sons.  While  this  great  one  was  deli- 
berating in  the  midst  of  his  counsellors,  the  great  sage,  called  VishwaL-mitra^ 
came  to  t^yodya  to  see  the  sovereign  of  men.  The  sacrifice  of  this  wise  and 
virtuous  one,  had  been  destroyed  by  the  Rwkshuses,  intoxicated  with  their 
illusive  powers,  th^ir  valour,  and  strength ;  for  the  sake  of  preserving  which, 
he  desired  to  see  the  king. 
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Unable  to  complete  the  sacrifice  without  molestation,  this  most  eminent 
ascetic,  the  illustrious  Vishwa-mura,  eager  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Rakshwses,    repaired  to  the  city  of  Uyodhysi.  Desirous  of  seeing  the 

king,  he  addressed  the  porter,  **  Speedily  convey  intelligence  that  I,  the 
son  of  Gadhee,  of  the  race  of  Koushtk^i,  am  here/*  Having  heard  these 

words,  all  at  his  command  ran  to  the  palace  with  minds  full  of  veneration, 
and  informed  the  king  of  /kshwakoo's  race,  that  Veshwa-mztra  the  sage 
had  now  arrived.  The  king,  hearing  this,  rose  with  his  sacrificing  priests, 
and  went  to  meet  the  sage,  rejoicing  as  Indra  at  the  coming  of  Brwhma, 
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and  beholding  the  ardent,  vow-performing,  illustrious  devotee,  with  joyful 
countenance,  presented  him  with  the  Urghya.  Receiving  the  l^rghya  of  the 
king  with  the  appointed  ceremonies,  he  asked  him  in  return  about  his  pros- 
perity never  decaying.  Koush/ka,  *  the  truly  virtuous,  then  asked  the  king, 
"  Is  all  well  in  the  city  ?  the  country  ?  among  thy  friends  and  subjects  ?  Are 
all  the  generals  of  the  army  prosperous  ?  Are  thine  enemies  subdued  ?  Are 
duties  divine  and  human  completely  performed  ?"  The  great  sage,  then  draw- 
ing near,  in  due  form  asked  Vushzshtha  and  the  other  sages  respecting  their 

*  This  word  is  added  by  way  of  compliment. 
2  Vtshwa-niitra,  tlie  descend antof  Koosbka. 
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welfare.     They  all  with  pleased  mind  entered  the  palace,  and  welcomed  by 
the  king,  sat  down  in  due  order. 

Afterward  the  great,  the  generous  monarch,  highly  delighted,  respectfully 
addressed  the  great  sage  Vishwa-mitrd :  "  Thy  coming,  O  great  sage  is  grate- 
ful to  me  as  the  obtaining  of  ambrosia,  as  rain  in  due  season,  as  the  birth 
of  a  legitimate  son  to  the  childless,  as  the  recovery  of  a  thing  irretrievably 
lost,  as  the  dawning  of  mighty  joy ;  such  to  me  is  thy  auspicious  visit,  O 
great  sage.  What  important  wish  of  thine,  O  illustrious  sage,  shall  I  rejoiced 
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perform  ?  Thou  O  brahman  art  worthy  to  receive  honour.  O  thou  confer- 
ring dignity  on  all  whom  thou  visitest,  I  have  now  obtained  the  full  portion^ 
offelicity  contained  in  my  destiny ;  to  day  my  birth  has  accomplished  its  full 
design;  my  life  is  become  life  indeed,  because  I  have  beheld  the  lord  of 
brahmans.  This  day  has  my  night  *  given  way  to  a  most  auspicious  dawn. 
Thou  wast  formerly  known  as  a  royal  sage,  but,  rendered  illustrious  through 
sacred  austerities,  thou  hast  obtained  the  dignity  of  a  sacred  brahman.  In 
every  view  thou  art  the  object  of  adoration  to  me^  O  brahman,  O  my 
lord,  this  (visit)  is  astonishing,  productive  to  me  of  abundant  holiness. 
From  the  sight  of  thee  have  I  obtained  the  fruit  of  a  meritorious  pilgrimage. 

^  "  My  night/'     i.  e.  This  day  has  auspiciously  dawned  upon  me.      Instead  of  saying  the 
morning  dawns,  the  limdoos  constantly  say  that  the  night  dawns,  or  gives  way  to  the  light. 
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Spealc,  I  am  ready  to  perform  all  thy  desire;  I  am  highly  honoured  by  an 
opportUiiity  of  granting  thy  request.  O  fulfiller  of  sacred  vows,  it  is  not 
becoming  for  thee  to  return  disappointed.  Thou  art  my  deity,  and  I  am 
the  devoted  performer  (of  thy  wish).  O  twice  bom  one,  the  summit  of  my 
felicity  is  now  attained.  Holiness  complete  and  incomparably  meritorious 
accrues  to  mc  from  thy  visit. "" 

Hearing  firom  this  wise  one  these  humble  words,  grateful  to  the  ear  and 
cheering  the  mind,  the  sage,  illustrious  in  virtue,  fame,  and  excellence, 
ms  filed  vitb  joy. 

Thus  far  the  seventeenth  Section,  describing  the  visit  of  Vt\shwa-mitrj. 
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SECTION  XVIII. 


Having  heard  this  ample  and  surprizing  address  from  the  supreme  king, 
the  mighty  V«shwa-mitr<2,  with  his  hair  erect  through  joy,  replied,  "  O  chief  of 
kings,  there  is  no  one  on  the  earth  equal  to  thee,  descended  from  an  illustri- 
ous family,  and  instructed  by  Vwshtshthtf.  Engage,  O  supreme  of  kings,  for 
the  performance  of  that  which  has  entered  my  heart,  and  be  a  faithful  per- 
former of  thy  word.  I  am  engaged,  O  chief  of  men,  in  a  vow  dictated  by 
the  sacred  law  (of  the  Vedit),  and  two  Rakshuses,  who  can  assume  any  form 
at  will,  prevent  its  performance.     When  I,  in  various  ways  attempt  to  per- 
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form  the  sacred  action,  the  two  Rakshuses,  MareechiZ  and  Soovahoo,  prevent 
its  accomplishment,  and  completely  besprinkle  the  altar  with  blood  and  flesh. 
The  fulfilment  of  the  vow  being  thus  prevented,  wearied  with  the  fruitless  la- 
bour, I  retire  in  sadness  from  the  place».  To  discharge  my  wrath,  O  king, 
(upon  them)  is  beyond  my  skill  ;  thus  the  sacrifice  is  rendered  abortive,  and 
any  curse  cannot  affect  them.  Be  pleased,  O  chief  of  monarchs,  to  give  me  thy 
own  son  Ramtz,  the  truly  brave,  the  great,  the  youthful,  the  crow-winged  ^  hero. 

1  His  head  was  shaved,  except  a  piece  on  cacb  side  resembling  the  wnags  of  a  crow.  Those 
whose  heads  are  shaved  In  this  manner  are  called  Kaka-p«ksha-dhi«ni,  or  having  crow's  wings. 
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^'Protected  by  me,  he  is  able  by  his  divine  energy,  to  destroy  these  bane- 
ful Rakshttses :  a  variety  of  blessings  ^yill  I  certainly  pour  forth  upon  him, 
by  which  he  shall  become  renowned  throughout  the  three  worlds.  These 
two  Rakshuscs  will  never  be  able  to  stand  before  Ranwr,  and  none  beside  the 
son  of  Rughoo  dares  attack  them.  These  impious  ones,  O  chief  of  kings, 
though  possessed  of  valour,  yet  held  in  the  bond  of  fate,  will  not  escape 
from  the  great  Ram^,  nor  oughtest  thou,  O  king,  to  be  overcome  by  fond- 
ness for  thy  son.      Before   the  ten-night  sacrifice*  be  ended,  the  adverse 

1  A  sacrifice  which  would  require  ten  nights  to  complete  it. 
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Rakshuses,  hostile  to  this,  will  be  destroyed  by  Ramtz.  I  pledge  myself  to 
thee.  Consider  the  Rakshuses  as  slain.  I  know  the  great,  the  heroic  Ram^, 
as  does  the  illustrious  Vwshishthtf,  and  the  others  who  are  engaged  in  sacred 
austerities.  Wouldest  thou,  O  sovereign  of  kings,  perform  meritorious  deeds, 
and  establish  (thy)  renown  in  the  earth,  give  Rama  to  me.  If  Vasheshth^z 
and  all  the  counsellors  advise,  O  Kakootstha,  it  surely  becomes  thee  to  send 
Ramez.  Be  pleased,  O  Raghttv^r,  to  give  up  thy  beloved  son,  the  water-lily- 
eyed  Ram^,    advanced  (now)  beyond  the  period  of  childhood.        Let  not 
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the  ten  nights,  the  allotted  season  of  my  sacrifice,  (abortively)  pass  away. 
Follow  this  advice,  and  may  peace  attend  thee,  SuflFer  not  grief  to  overcome 
thy  mind," 

The  great  Vishwa-mttra,  the  devout,  the  illustrious,  having  spoken  these 
words  connected  with  virtue,  ceased.  Hearing  these  excellent  words  of 
Vtshwa-mitrtf,  the  sovereign  of  men,  filled  with  sorrow,  trembled  and  became 
insensible.  Being  recovered,  he,  terrified,  remained  in  silent  sadness.  At 
length  the  great  and  magnanimous  king,  by  these  heart«rending  words  of  the 
sage,  was  overcome  with  grief,  and  fell  from  his  seat. 

Thus  far  the  eighteenth  Section,  containing  the  address  of  Vtshwa-mttrtf. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f 


MCT.  XIX.3  THE  RAMAYXW/f.  243 

-SECTION    XIX. 

The  chief  ofkings  having  heard  the  words  of  V:shwa-tnrtr^,  became  insen- 
sible for  a  time  ;  at  length  recovering  himself,  he  said,  *'  My  Ram^,  the  lotus- 
eyed,  has  not  attained  his  sixteenth  year.  I  do  not  view  him  as  able  to  engage 
in  fight  with  the  Rakshwses.    I  myself,  going  with  an  i/kshouhmeei  of  troops, 

"1  One  chariot,  one  elephant,  three  horses,  and  five  footmen,  are  called  Vutti,  Three  P^tt/s, 
one  Sena-mookha;  three  Sena-moukhas,  one  Goolma;  three  Goolmos,  oneGvna;  three  Gunas, 
one  Vahinee;  three  Vah/nees,  one  PnVi/na;  three  PritMnas,  one  Chi/moo;  three  Chttmoos,  one 
I^neektnee ;  three  C/'neek/nees,  one  Di/shaneek/nee,  and  three  Dwshaneekinee,  one  [/kshou- 
hinee.  One  military  27kBhoubinee  therefore  is  nineteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  three 
charoits;  the  same  number  of  elephants ;  of  cavalry  fifty  nine  thousand  and  forty  nine;  and  of 
infantry  one  hundred  forty  seven  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty.  The  attendants  of  the 
chariots,  elephants,  and  horses,  are  included  of  course.  There  is  another  way  of  reckoning  the 
IHcshouhtnee,  which  wiU  be  noticed  hereafter. 
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whoseIordI.ani,willfightwiththesenighWanderers.»  All  these  my  brave,  he- 
roic  servants,  skilful  in  arms,  are  able  to  engage  in  fight  with  the  R«ksh«ses; 
but  thou  must  not  take  Ram^.  I  am  an  archer  invulnerable,  even  in  the 
front  of  the  battle;  and,  as  long  as  life  remains,  will  I  maintain  the  combat 
with  these  night- wanderers.  The  sacred  rites  shall  go  on  without  interrup. 
tion;  the  sacrifice  shall  be  effectually  protected;  I  myself  will  go  thither — but 
Rama  thou  must  not  take ;  he  is  a  child,  inexperienced,  and  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  strength  of  the  enemy,  unable  to  bear  arms,  unskilled  in  war,  and  inca- 
pable of  coping  with  the  wily  Rakshuses,  Without  Rama,  O  chief  of  sages,  1 ; 
^  Raksbttscs. 
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cannot  sustain  life  one  moment ;  thou  must  not  take  Ram^.  Nine  thousand 
years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  time  of  my  birth ;  by  me,  an  old  man,  are 
these  sons  bcgottcm  These  god-like  (sons),  O  brahman,  are  dearer  to  me 
than  life  itself;  without  these,  I  feel  I  cannot  support  existence.  Leaving 
my  other  sons,  roy  life  has  now  centered  itself  in  Rama,  by  his  accomplish- 
ments endeared  to  all,  and  lovely  to  the  sight  as  the  full-orbed  moon.  This 
my  son,  possessed  of  the  highest  excellencies,  the  joy  of  my  soul,  yea,  dearer 
than  life  itself,  thou  must  not  take  away.  Fondly  doting  upon  my  son,  I, 
a  wretched  suppliant,  humbly  bowing,  intreat  thee;  spare  this  my  infant 
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child.  My  eldest  son  Ram^,  O  divine  one,  thou  must  not  take  away. 
Amidst  my  four  sons,  dear  as  myself,  my  fond  aflPection  is  fixed  upon  the 
eldest,  chief  in  virtue :  Ram^  you  must  not  take  away.  O  brahman,  observ- 
er of  sacred  vows,  if  thou  wilt  take  Raghuv^z,  tate  him  attended  by  an  army 
of  quadruple  phalanx,  ^  and  myself*  How  powerful  are  these  Rakshuses,  O 
chief  of  sages  ?  From  whom  ar^  they  descended?  Who  are  they?  What  is 
their  size  ?  and  who  their  leaders  ?  What  can  be  done  by  Ranu7,  or  even 
my  army,  and  mjself,  against  these  Rtikshttfies  acquainted  with  every  deceitful 
i  Composed  of  elephants,  chariots^  cavalry,  And  iafantr/. 
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stratagem  ?  O  divine  one,  tell  me  the  whole.  In  war  with  these  impious 
Rakshuses  how  shall  I  stand  ?  The  Rakshuses  are  possessed  of  unbounded' 
prowess..** 

Hearing  the  king's  words,  Vzshwa-mur^  replied,  "A  Rakshws  produced  ffonr 
the  family  of  Poulwstya,  Ravttn^  by  name,  having  obtained  a  blessing  from 
Brwhma,  disquiets  the  three  worlds :  he  is  strong  and  mighty,  and  attended  by 
many  Rakshuses.  Thou  mayst  have  heard,  O  great  sovereign,  of  Ravima,  the 
king  of  the  Rakshttses,  the  brother  of  Vishruvtm^,  and  the  son  of  the  sage^ 
Vishrwvws.  When  this  mighty  one  does  not  molest  us,  Mareecha  and  S(?ova- 
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hoc,  two  most  powerful  Rakshwses,  commissioned  by  him,  completely  ob- 
struct the  sacrificial  rites.*' 

This  said  by  the  sage,  the  king  replied,  "  I  am  unable  to  stand  in  battle 
against  that  impious  one.  Be  gracious  to  my  son,  O  thou  acquainted  with 
sacred  knowledge ;  thou  art  the  deity  and  the  gooTOo  of  wretched  me.  The 
gods,  the  Danttvas,^  the  Gimdhz^rv^s,  the  Ywksh^s,  the  birds,  and  the  serpents, 
are  unable  to  cope  with  Ravwnfl;  how  then  should  man  ?  This  Ravwn^,  in 
battle  deprives  the  mighty  of  all  their  prowess;  to  contend  therefore,  O  chief 
of  sages,  with  him  and  his  host,   either  by  ihy  army  or  my  son,    I  am  quite 

1  Danuvas.  The  Hindoos  account  them  a  kind  of  evil  genii  who  are  at  enmity  with  the 

gods.     Quere,  Is  it  improbable  that  they  were  the  Danac,  or  ancient  Greeks  ? 
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unable,     O  brahman,  I  will  not  give  my  son,  resembling  die  immortals,  my 
son,  a  child  unskilled  in  war,     Luvuna,  the  son  of  Mudhoo^  is  among  the  de* 
stroyers  of  thy  sacrifice ;  he  is  a  cruel  one ;  I  will  not  give  up  my  son ;  nay, 
the  two  sons  of  So^^nd^  and  Oopusoonda,   in  war  fatal  as  the  regent  of  death, 
are  among  those  who  interrupt  the  sacrifice ;   on  this  account  therefore  I^U 
not  give  up  my  son,      Mareechtf  and  Soev^hoo,  born  of  the  daughters  ot 
the  Rakshttses,  and  descended  from  the  race  of  the  Dity^s,  are  valiant  and 
instructed  in  war :   with  any  one  beside  these  will  I  go,  accompanied  by  my 
friends,  to  engage  in  battle;    or  with  thorn  accompany  thee  in  any  other  en- 
terprize.** 

Og 
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On  the  king's  replying  thus  to  the  chief  of  the  twice  born,  the  son  of  Koo^ 
ihika^  anger  entered  his  breast^  and  the  fire  of  his  displeasure  kindled  into  a 
flame  fierce  as  the  sacrificial  fire,  amply  fed  with  clarified  butter.. 

Thus  far  the  nineteeth  Section,  relating  the  answer  of  Dusha-TiUha^ 
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SECTION  XX. 

The  son  of  Kooshika  hearing  the  words  of  the  king,  faultering  By  reason 
of  paternal  aflpection,  replied  to  him,  with  a  mixture  of  grief  and  anger, 
**  Thou  who  before  didst  acquiesce  in  this  (request)  now  desirest  to  break  thy 
promise ;  this  does  not  become  a  descendant  of  Rughoo,  it  is  unworthy  of  that 
illustrious  fisimily.  If  this,  O  king,  be  for  thy  good,  I  will  return  as  I  came. 
Live,  O  Kako(»tstha,  at  ease,  surrounded  with  thy  friends,  a  perfideous  vio- 
lator of  thy  promise."  At  the  anger  of  the  wise  Vtshwa-mitrtf,  the  whole 
earth  wa^  mgycd,  and  fear  seized  even  the  gods. 
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*  The  great  sage  Vushishthii,  the  wise,  the  observer  of  sacred  vows,  perceiv-» 
ing  the  whole  world  in  this  state  of  fear,  thus  addressed  the  king,  '^  Thooj 
descended  from  the  family  of  Tkshvfdikoo,  who  art  virtue  herself  incarnate,  for- 
tunate, patient,  observant  of  sacred  rites,  oughtest  not  to  violate  thy  faith. 
Renowned  throughout  the  three,  worlds,  as  Raghuv^,  t)ie  righteous  one,  main- 
tain thine  integrity,  nor  suffer  the  least  stain  upon  thine  honour.  O  king, 
thou  hast  said,  **  I  will  perform  thy  wish..  Having  promised,  if  thou  fulfil 
not  thy  word,  the  guilt  arising  from  the  failure  of  Vishwa-murtf's  vows 
will  cleave  to  thee.  Do  not  violate  thy  word ;  O  king  do  not  desert  tht 
path  of  virtue,  be  faithful  to  thy  promise,  and  send  Ram^.      Protected 
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By  the  son  of  Kooshika,  the  Rakshwses,  however  stilled  in  arms,  will  not  be 
able  to  overcome  him  in  battle.  The  sou  of  KooshiHia  is  virtue  itself,  the 
chief  of  heroes,  in  wisdom  surpassing  the  whole  world*  He  is  thoroughly 
skilled  in  the  science  of  all  divine  weapons,  and  in  sacred  austerities  une- 
qualled. No  one  knows  him  beside  myself,  or  is  indeed  able  fully  to  know 
him ;  none  of  the  gods,  the  sages,  the  immortals,  the  Rakshttses,  the  Gwn- 
dhurv^is,  the  chief  Ywksh^r,  the  KinnuiaSy  or  the  great  serpents.     All  kiods 

'i 

of  weapons,  the  terrific  sons  of  Knshashw^i  formerly  gave  to  the  soil  of 
Kooshika  when  he  governed  the  kingdom.      These  sons  of  Krishashw<7, 
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and  of  the  daughter  of  Pngaputi/  are  of  various  forms,  mighty,  resplendant, 
ensuring  victory.  Jwya  and  Vywya  the  daughters  of  Dt^ksh^^  of  slender 
vraist,  brought  forth  an  hundred  most  resplendant  weapons,  missive  and 
manual.  Jwya,  having  obtained  a  blessing,  for  the  sake  of  destroying  the  ar- 
mies of  the  Usooxas,  brought  forth  fifty  sons,  indescribable,  and  formless. 
V/jwya  too  brought  forth  fifty  sons,  destroyers,*  invisible,  mighty,  from 
whom  it  is  impossible  to  escape.  Of  all  these  the  son  of  ¥.ooshika  has  the 
complete  knowledge.  O  descendant  of  Rwgh^(?,  he,  versed  in  sacred  duties, 
is  capable  of  producing  things  before  not  existing,  there,  is  therefore  nothing 

1  Duksha,  the  son  of  Braniha. 

*  Having  the  property  of  destroying  hostile  weapons.  ^^  -  j 
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past  or  future,  unknown  to  this  chief  of  sages,  this  great  one,  acquainted 
with  sacred  rites.  Thus  illustrious  and  mighty  is  the  renowned  V/shwa- 
m»tr^.  Do  not  therefore,  O  king,hesitate  about  sending  Ram^.  The  son 
of  Kooshtk^,  able  himself  to  subdue  these,  is  come  to  request  this  of  thee  for 
the  good  of  thy  son^ 

By  these  words  of  the  Mooni,  the  king,  the  chief  of  Rughoo's  race,  having 
bis  nwnd  expanded,  was  filled  with  joy  ;  and  fully  understanding  the  matter, 
acquiesced  in  Raghuva's  accompanying  the  son.  of  Kooshika^ 

Thus  far  the  twentieth  Section,,  containing  the  words  of  Vttshishthc, 
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SECTION    XXI. 


Vttsliishth^  having  done  speaking,  king  Dusha-rutha  himself  called  Rzma 
and  Lukshmuna  with  a  joyful  countenance.  Recommended  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  gods^  by  his  mother  and  his  father  Dush^r-rwthtf,  and  sanctified 
with  propitious  mwntr^s  by  the  priest  Vashishthtf,  Dusfi^-ruth^  having  kiss- 
ed Ramtf  delivered  him  to  the  son  of  K^oshika  with  a  cheerful  mind* 
When  Vayoo  saw  Ram^,  the  lotos-eyed,  accompanying  V*i>hwa-mztr(r^  he 
sent  forth  a  gentle  zephyr,  pleasant  >and  free  from  dust,  and  a  shower  of 

1  The  word  Swusiyuyuaa  bere  used  deaotes  certain  ceremonies  designed  to  procure  prospe- 
rity, success,  or  safety,  performed  in  his  uame  by  the  father  and  mother  of  Ram«,  with  the 
intention  of  secufmg  the  success  of  his  journey.  The  custom  is  stiJl  continued  among  the  Iha- 
doos.  * 
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flowers  fell,  accompanied  with  the  music  of  the  divine  Doondoohhi.  The 
celestials,  accompanied  the  Doondoohhi  with  their  Conches  at  the  depar- 
ture of  the  great  (Ramfl).  Vishwa-mztr^  led  the  way ;  then  came  the 
renowned  Ramer,  the  crow-winged  archer,  followed  by  the  son  of  Soomitrdi ; 
these  armed  with  their  quivers  and  bows  presented  a  pleasing  sight  to  every 
beholden  Seeing  Kama  accompanying  Vzshwa-mttrj,  the  gods,  with 
/ndrtf,     longing  for  the  death  of  the  tefi*headed,  were  filled  with  inex« 

Hh 
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pressible  pleasure.     These  great  ones  like  two  three-heade J  hydras,^  follow- 
ed the  great  Vishwa-m/tr^r,  as  the  Ushwinis  follow  Bmhma.       Illuminated 
by  the  goddess  of  prosperity,  illustrious,  undespised,   they  accompanied  the 
sage,  as  the  two  sons  of  the  incomprehensible  Sthano^?    accompany  Pavuki. 
Having  advanced  more  than  a  Yo]unaf  on  their  journey,  on  the  south  bank 
of  Suruyoo,   Vishwa-mitrc  with  gentle  accents  addressed  Ram<z  in  (these) 
significant,  instructive  words:     "My  dear  Ram^,  touch  the  water  according 
to  the  ordinance ;  I  will  give  thee  excellent  instruction,  suffer  not  the  time  to 

1  According  to  the  commentators,  the  bow  on  the  left  shoulder,    the  quiver  on  the  right, 
and  the  head  between,  gave  rise  to  this  simile. 

s  Four  Kroshas  each  measuring  two  thousand  fathoms. 
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pass  unimpfoved.  Receive  the  tw^o  sciences*  called  Bttla  and  tTubuIa;  nei- 
ther fatigue,  nor  disease,  nor  change  of  form  (will  then  aflfect  thee) ;  nor 
even  when  thou  art  sleeping,  or  dissolved  in  pleasure,  will  the  Raksh^ses 
he  ah!e  to  prevail  against  thec^  No  one  on  the  earth,  O  Ram^x,  will 
equal  thee  in  strength  of  arm ;  nor  even  in  the  three  worlds  will  any  one, 
O  Raghuvtf,  be  equal  to  thee,  if  thou  read  the  jBula  and  the  Utihula,. 
None,  O  sinless  one,  will  he  thine  equal  in  prosperity,  ability,  or  wisdom  : 

1  Probably  two  formulas,  so  called  from  tbeir  bej»innuig  with  these  words.       One  copy  in, 
stead  of  Vidya,  science,  has  Munira,  a  formula. 
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in  certainty  of  decision,  and  ready  utterance  in  matters  of  debate.  No  one 
will  equal  thee  possessed  of  these  two  kinds  of  knowledge,  Bwla  and  C^ttbvla^ 
the. two  mothers  of  all  wisdom.  Thou  wilt,  O  Ramtf,  be  undoubt-* 
cdly  proof  against  hunger  and  thirst;  even  in  forests,  fortified  towers, 
and  places  of  the  most  difficult  access^  will  victory  await  thee,  O  RaghttVtf, 
and  thou  wilt  obtain  substantial  renown  throughout  the  three  worlds. 
These  two.  sciences,  full  of  energetic  virtue,  are  the  daughters  of  Bruhma, 
and  thou,  O  descendant  of  Kakoctsthcr,  art  the  abode  proper  for  their 
reception.  Those  desirable  and  incomparable  qualities  of  which  thou  art  pos- 
sessed by  nature,  will  be  increased  by  these  two  sciences."  Rama  then 
touching  water,   with  a  pure  and  chcarful  countenance,   received  these  two 
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sciences  from  the  great  sage,  contemplating  the  Great  Spirit.  Possessed  of 
these  sciences,  Ram^,  terrible  in  power,  shone  illustriously  like  the  divine 
one,  the  sun,  emitting  in  autumn  his  thousand  beams..  The  son  of  Kooshika 
having  thus  discharged  all  the  duties  of  a  gooroo^  these  three  pleasantly  pass* 
ed  the  night  on  the  banks  of  Surwyoo^  The  night  was  illuminated  by  these 
most  excellent  sons  of  king  Dush^-rwthtf,  sleeping  upon  their  humble  gras^s- 
bedv  and  protected  by  the  son  of  Kooshtka^ 

End  of  the  twenty  first  Section,  describing,  the  Gift  of  Knowledge* 
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SECTION  :x^ir. 

The  morning  having  dawned,  the  great  sage  Vzshwa-xnitrtf  addressed  the 
two  descendants  of  Kakootsth^r,  reclining  on  their  leafy  bed,  **  Ramfl,  thou 
excellent  son  of  Koushr^Iya,  the  early  dawn  presents  itself,  arise,  O  chief  of 
men ;  the  daily  duties  due  to  the  gods  await  thee."  Hearing  the  excellent 
words  of  the  sage,  these  two  heroes  having  performed  their  ablusions,  re- 
peated the  name  of  the  deity.  1  Having  performed  their  meaning  devo- 
tions, these  two  mighty  heroes  beheld  the  divine  river  which  flows  in  three 
directions,   where  she  unites  herself  uith  the  Si^rvyoo;  and  there  they  saw  the 

1  The  Gaywtre^,  or  the  most  sacrrid  text  of  tbe  Veda  • 
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sacred  abode  of  the  contemplative  sages,  who  had  for  many  thousand  years 
practiced  intense  mortification.  Beholding  the  sacred  hermitage,  the  two 
descendants  of  Rughoo,  greatly  pleased,  said  to  the  great  Vrshwa-mitr^, 
*' Whose  sacred  abode  is  this?  what  man  dwells  in  this  place?  O  divine 
one,  we  desire  to  hear,  it  will  afford  us  high  gratification." 

Thechief  of  sages  hearing  these  words,  smiling,  replied,  "  Hear,  O  Ram^, 
whose  abode  this  formerly  was.  Kundurpa  ^  once  possessed  a  visible  form, 
from  thence  the  wise  call  this  place  Kama.*     This  wily  one,  wounding  Stha- 

^     1  Cupid*        s  Desire. 
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noOy  the  lord  of  the  gods,  while  with  uplifted  arm  he  was  engaged  in  sa- 
cred aiistcrities,  met  the  desert  of  his  crimes,  O  son  of  Rughoo^  from 
the  eye  of  the  grdat  Roodva}  All  his  members  being  scorched  with 
fire,  fell  from  hii  body  ;  thus  by  that  great  one  was  his  body  consumed. 
Kam^,  rendered  bodyless,  by  the  wrath  of  the  sovereign  of  the  gods,  has 
from  that  time,  O  Raghwv^,  been  called  Uuxmnga^  The  place  where  the 
illustrious  one,  lost  his  body  is  this  sacred  hermitage,  and  these  sages,  O 
1  Sthanoo  or  Sh/vfl.  *  Without  a  body. 
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hero  eminent  in  virtue,  are  my  disciples  ;  they  are  void  of  sin.  Here,  be* 
tween  these  two  sacred  rivers,  O  Ram^,  pleasant  to  behold, 'we  will  spend 
the  night,  and  to-morrow,  being  purified,  cross  over  to  the  sacred  hermit- 
age. Having  now,  O  most  excellent  one,  bathed,  and  repeated  the  name 
of  the  deity,  and  oflFered  the  customary  oblation,  let  us  pleasantly  pass  the 
night  in  this  delightful  grove. 

The  sages,  by  the  far-discerning  eye  of  sacred  austerity,  perceiving  the 
arrival  of  these  three  personages  there  conversing,  were  filled  with  joy,  and 
having  presented  the  C/rghy^,  with  water  for  the  feet,  and  performed  the  du- 
ties of  hospitality  to  the  son  of  Kooshika,  they  received  Ram^  and  Luksh- 

li 
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mwnf,  with  hospitable  respect  and  entertained  them  with  their  conversation. 
The  devout  sages  of  mortified  passions  then  performed  the  stated  devotions. 
These  travellers  being  brought  thither,  with  much  delight  abode  in  the  her- 
mitage of  Kama,  with  the  vow-observing  sz^es  who  dwelt  there  ;  the  exceF- 
lent  sage,  the  son  of  Kooshika,  entertaining  the  two  virtuous  and  joyfi^l  bro- 
thers with  his  pleasing  conversation.. 

Thus  far  the  twenty  second  Section,  describing  the  abode  in  the  heriaitagc 
of  Ununga. 
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SECTION    XXIII. 


The  morning  being  fair,  the  two  enemy-subduing  ones,  their  daily  devo- 
tions performed,  followed  Vzshwa-mUra  to  the  river  side.  All  the  great 
sages,  energetic  as  the  sun,  bringing  an  excellent  boat,  said  to  V/shwa-mitr^, 
*«  Be  pleased,  O  thou,  placed  first  by  the  princes,  to  ascend  this  boat.  Go 
on  happily  in  thy  journey;  may  nothing  delivy  thee.**  Vjshwa-mztr^  having 
acquiesced,  and  returned  due  honour  to  the  sages,  crossed  the  sacred  river 
Swrwyoo,  whose  waters  are  free  from  defilement.     There  the  two  youths  heard 

I  i  2 
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an  increasing  sound  proceeding  from  the  source  of  the  stream.  Arriving  in 
the  midst  of  the  river,  Ranur.  with  his  younger  brother,  desirous  to  know  the 
cause  of  the  sound,  asked  the  great  V,shwa-m,tra,  «« What  is  this  mighty 
sound  penetrating  the  waters  ?"  Hearing  these  words  of  Ram«,  the  divine 
one  filled  with  pleasure,  related  to  him  at  large  thestoiy  concerning  the 
«>und ;  ..  m  the  mountain  Kilash^z,  O  Ram«,  h  a  lake  fonnerly  created  *y 
the  mere  wish  of  Bruhma,  on  which  account  it  is  called  the  lake  Manus... 
From  this  lake  Manasa  arises  the  river  S«myoo,  adorned  by  t^yodhya.  and 
produced  from  the  lak^  of  Bn,hma.  This  sound,  O  Ram«,  is  pro<iuced 
^  From  Mttnif*,  min^,  desire. 
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from  the  conflict  of  the  waters  of  this  river  with  those  of  Jahnwvee.^  Thou 
art  pure,  make  obeisance."  The  descendants  of  Rughoo  then  made  obei- 
<ance  to  the  two  sacred  rivers,  and  having  arrived  on  the  (south)  side,  walk. 
ed  leisurely  along  the  banks.  Then  the  enemy-subduing  princes,  seeing  ano-^ 
ther  dreadful  forest  near,  again  addressed  the  sage^  ''Whose  is  this  dreadful  wil- 
derness appearing  near,  dark  as  a  cloud,  difficult  of  access,  filled  with  birds, 
rendered  vocal  by  the  Jhtlltka,9  resounding  with  the  noise  of  various  tribes  of 
deer,  the  terrific  inhabitants  of  the  forest,  and  filled  with  lions,  tygers,  wild 

t  Ganga,  so  called  from  the  sage  Juhnoo,  who,  in  a  fit  of  displeasure,  drank  her  entirely  up. 
^  A  kind  of  Insect. 
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boars,  bears,  rhinoceroses,  and  elephants^  and  m^erspread  with  the  Dht^ra,  i 
the  Ushwa-kuma,^  the  Kootuja,^  the  Patula,4  the  Vilwa,^-  and  the  Tindo6ka,6 
and  a  varietj  of  other  trees  and  bushes  ?  tell  us,  O  divine  sage."  Hearing 
these  words,  he,  calling  the  brothers  Rdima  and  hukshmuna,  said  to  theni^  D 
chief  among  raen  these  were  formerly  two  great  cities,  Muluja^  and  Kuroo- 
sha,  built  by  the  gods* 

The  thousand-eyed  god,  in  a  rage  occasioned  by  hunger,  tilling  his  cozn« 
panion  Numoochi,  thus  became  the  murderer  of  his  friend.     The  gods  with 

^  Grislea  tomentosa.        ^  The  Saul  tree,        ^  Echitcs  antidyscRtcrica,  *  Bigxx>i)ia 

suave-olens.        5  Crateva  znarmelos.        ^  Diospyrus  melanoxylou.  ^  Some  copies 

read  Muh/da* 
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the  sages  bathed  him  here,  with  pitchers  of  sacred  water,  purging  away 
sin.  Having  here  lost  the  pollution  incurred  by  the  murder  of  his 
friend,  together  with  his  hunger,  the  god  was  filled  with  joy.  Indra  was 
thus  freed  from  his  guilt  and  hunger,  and  completely  purified,  upon 
which  the  subduer  of  enemies^  pleased,  poured  forth  a  benediction  upon. 
the  country:  "These  two  fine  countries,  Muluja  and  Kwroosh^,  which 
have  received  my  guilt  and  pollution,  shall  be  renowned  among  men."  The 
gods^  hearing  the  reason  for  the  name  bestowed  on  the  country  by  Vdisuva, 
said  to  Paka-slwsuna,i  **  Be  it  thus,'*       These  two  places  thus  formerly  nam- 

1  iadnii 
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ed  Muluja  and  Kuroosh^,  soon  rose  to  grandeur  and  wealth.  After  this,  a 
long  time  having  elapsed,  there  arose  a  female  Ywkshi,  able  to  assume  any 
form,  possessing  strength  equal  to  a  thousand  elephants,  Tan<ka  by  name, 
the  wife  of  Soonda,  king  of  the  Dity^s.  Her  son  was  the  Ruk&hus  Mareecha, 
possessing  the  strength  of  Indra,  of  mighty  arm,  and  having  a  large  head, 
an  enormous  mouth,  and  a  huge  body.  This  terrible  Rttkshws  constantly 
destroys  the  inhabitants. 
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O  descendant  of  Rughoa,  through  the«e  two  countries  Mulu]a  and  Kuroosh^ 

does  the  wiched  Taruka  continually  spread  devastation.  She  dwells  near,  co- 
vering the  road  for  half  a  Yojtma.  We  must,  therefore,  necessafrily  pass 
through  the  forest  of  Taruka.  Confiding  in  the  strength  of  thy  own  arm,  at 
my  command  destroy  this  imperious  one,  and  again  restore  the  country  to  a 
state  of  tranquillity :  no  one  is  now  able  to  pass  through  it,  thus  oppressed  by 
this  terrible  and  detestable  Ytdcshmee.  Thus  have  I  described  to  thee  this 
dreadful  wilderness,  wholly  ruined  by  the  female  Yuksha,  whose  devasta- 
tions continue  to  this  day. 

Thus  far  the  twenty  third  Section,  describing  the  entrance  into  the  forest  of 
Tarttka,  ^If^   r\n,n]o 
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SECTION   XXIV. 

The  chief  of  men  having  heard  the  excellent  words  of  the  incomparable- 
sage,  replied  **  O  chief  of  sages,  I  have  heard  that  a  female  Yzdcshtf  possesses 
small  power;  how  is  it  then,  that  Tarwka  has  the  strength  of  a  thousand  ele- 
phants ?"  Hearing  the  words  of  Raghtivfl,  of  boundless  energy,  Veswha- 
mitra  pleasingly  replied  to  the  enemy-subduing  one  and  Lukshmunii^  in  these 
tender  words :  "  Hear;  this  terrible  one  possessesvalour  and* strength  commu- 
nicated by  a  blessing;    hence  this  weaL  fcmale.is  thus  mighty.     Ther«  was 
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formerly  a  valiant  Yuksha,  named  Sodkctoo,  who  was  childless :  this  virtuous 
one,  O  Rama,  performed  acts  of  sacred  austerity.  Bmhma,  highly  pleased, 
gave  to  this  sovereign  of  the  Yuksh^^s  ^  daughter,  by  name  Taruka,  whom  he 
endowed  with  the  strength  of  a  thousand  elephants;  but  to  the  Yttksha  he  gave 
no  son.  This  blooming  maid,  famous,  beautiful,  and  young,  did  the  renown, 
ed  Yttksha  give  in  marriage  to  Soonda,  the  son  of  Jwmbha .  In  due  time  this 
female  Yuksha  brought  forth  a  son,  scarcely  to  be  conquered,  named  Maree- 
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chay  who  through  a  curse  became  a  Rwkshi^s.  Soondtf  being  killed,  Taraia 
vith  her  son,  O  Ram^,  wished  to  lay  hpld  of  Ugustya  the  excellent  sage,  that 
she  might  devour  him.  Oi^e  day,  her  rage  being  excited,  she,  roaring,  ran 
to  devour  Ugustya.  The  divine  sage,  seeing  her  running  upon  him,  said  to 
Mareech^,  "Become  a  Rttkshws,'*  and,  highly  incensed,  thus  cursed  Tarwka : 
*'  Leaving  thi^  form  speedily  become  a  cannibal,  a  Ywkshee,  deformed,  wicfa 
mishapen  countenance.  Let  thy  appearance  be  terrific."  Taruka,  thus  curs- 
ed, frantic  with  rage,  through  revenge  ravages  this  beautiful  country,  nourished 
by  l^gt^sty^,     O  Raghttvtf,  for  the  sake  of  the  bovine  race  and  the  brahmanSj 
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destroy  this  impiou*:,  horrid,  tremendous  Y^^kshce.  Besides  thee,  thou  joy  of 
Kughoo's  race,  there  is  no  man  in  the  three  worlds  who  dares  to  destroy  this 
accursed  one.  This  is  not  to  be  abhorred  by  thee,  O  excellent  one,  as  though 
it  were  the  murder  of  a  woman:  it  becomes  thee,^  the  king^s  son,  to  do  this  for 
the  preservation  of  the  four  casts  of  people.  To  do  those  actions  which  tend 
to  the  public  good,  whether  they  appear  cruel  or  merciful,  innocenror  blame- 
worthy is  imdoubtedly  the  constant  and  indispensible  duty  of  those  appointed 
to  the  care  of  a  kingdom.  Destroy,  O  descendant  of  Kako^tstlu;,  this  impious 
one,   who  has  no  sense  of  virtue. 
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It  is  reported  that  formerly  a  female  Rukshus,  tlie  daughter  of  Vtrochir- 
n^,  by  name  Deergha-jzhwa,^  capable  of  assuming  every  shape  at  pleasure,  ex- 
tending her  huge,  mishapen  mouth,  dreadful  as  the  last  conflagration,  to  de- 
vour the  whole  earth,  was  killed  by  Shukra.  Also,  O  Ram^,  the  wife  of 
Bhrigoo,  and  the  mother  of  Kavy^,  devoted  to  her  husband,  desiring  the 
heaven  of /ndr^,  was  killed  formerly  by  Vfshno^.  Besides  these,  many  other 
wicked  females  have  been  slain  by  magnanimous  princes,  excellent  among  men. 
Therefore,  O  prince,  abandoning  aversion  to  this  act,  kill  her  at  my  command. 

Thus  far  the  twenty  fourth  Section,  describing  the  birth  of  Taruka^ 
1  Or  long-tongued. 
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SECTION'    XXV. 

Hearing  these  weighty  words  of  the  sage,  Raghwvtf,  son  of  the  chief  of 
men,  firm  in  duty,  with  joined  hands  replied,  **  Respect  to  my  father's  com- 
mand, and  to  the  honour  of  his  worJ,  without  doubt  renders  it  my  duty  to 
Mgard  this  advice  of  Kouskikir*  Educated  in  l/yodhya  among  honourable 
persons,  by  my  great  father  Dwha-rutha,  I  know  that  his  ward  is  not  to  be 
disregarded;  I  heard  my  father's  words,,  and  at  the  advice  of  the  sage  I 
will  certainly  efiPect  the  meritorious  slaughter  of  Tanika.    For  the  sake  of  the 
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bovine  race,  the  brahmans,  and  the  world  at  large,    I  am  ready  to  perform 
thy  words,   O  thou  unmeasurable  in  excellence. 

Having  said  these  words,  the  subduer  of  enemies  grasped  the  bow,  fcd 
twanging  the  string,  with  the  sound  filled  the  whole  i^orld.  At  that 
sound  the  inhabitants  of  the  wilderness  of  Tarwka  were  afraid,  and  Tan^ka 
astonished,  was  filled  with  rage.  The  angry  Rukshusce  transported  with 
rage,  having  heard  the  sound,  went  to  the  place  from  whence  it  proceeded. 
Raghwvfl  incensed,  seecing  the  mishapen  monster  of  deformed  countenance 
and  advanced  in  years,  said  to  Lttkshmttntf,"  Behold  O  Lukshmuna  the  horrid 
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and  terrific  body  of  this  Ywkshmee.  The  hearts  of  the  fearful  are  dissolved 
at  the  sight  of  her.  Behold,  O  hero,  this  formidable  monster  lying  on  the 
ground,  pierced  in  the  breast,  her  sins  gone  because  she  is  wounded  by  me. 
See  this  Yakshmee  almost  invincible,  this  enchantress;  I  will  send  her  back  to 
day  deprived  of  her  ears  and  her  nose.  My  heart  relents  at  killing  her,  pro- 
tected  by  her  female  nature.  I  will  deprive  her  of  her  strength,  and  power 
of  motion;  this  is  my  determination. 

Rama  having  said  this,  Taruka,  transported  with  rage,  roaring,  ran  upon  him 

with  uplifted' arms.     Vtshwa-m/trtf,  the  sacred  sage,  approaching  her,  said, 

L  I 
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with  a  shout,  '•  Victor}' attend  the  descendant  of  Raghuva."  Tarz^ka,  rais- 
ing a  thick  cloud  of  dust,  overwhelmed  with  it  for  a  moment  both  the  de- 
scendants of  Rughoo.  Then  assuming  an  illusive  form,  she  rained  upon 
them  a  copious  shower  of  stones.  At  this  Kiighoo  enraged  parried  the 
shower  of  stones  with  a  shower  of  arrows,  and  advancing  near  her,  cut  oflF 
her  two  hands  with  a  missile  weapon.  Then  the  soa  of  Soomitra,  cut  ofF  the. 
ears  and  the  nose  of  this  monster,  roaring  near,  already  deprived  of  her 
hands.        The  Yukshmee  having  assumed  various  forms,   disappeared,   jind 
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by  the  power  of  sorcery,  caused  (to  fall}  again  a  fearful  shower  of  stones,  she. 
the  mean  while  hovering  round. 

The  illustrious  son  of  Gadhi  seeing  them  encompassed  by  the  shower 
of  stones,  falling  on  all  sides,  said,  "O  Ram«,  thy  unwillingness  to  kill  this 
mass  of  iniquity,  this  impious,  sacrifice-obstructing  Yukshee,  dilating 
herself  by  her  enchantments,  is  improper.  Instantly  slay  her :  the  evening 
is  approaching;  in  the  evening  R«ksh«ses  are  with  difficulty  overcome. 
Rama  thus  encouraged,  drawing  from  his  quiver  an  arrow  capable  of  per- 
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forating  even  a  sound,i  with  it  inclosed  in  firm  bonds  the  petracan  shower- 
producing  Ywkshee.  Possessed  of  the  power  of  enchantment  she,  although 
inclosed  in  the  arrowy  net,  roaring  aloud,  ran  upon  Kakootsth^z  and  Luksh^ 
muna ;  upon  which  Ramfl,  with  a  powerful  arrow,  shaped  like  a  crescent, 
pierced  the  mighty  mishapen  vengeful  Taruka,  dreadful  as  a  thunderbolt,, 
while  advancing  towards  them.  Dreadfully  wounded  by  this  tremendous 
iWj  sh*^  •''f^™''ing  out  blood,  fell  and  expired. 

-inspiring  monster  slain,  the  sovereign  of  the  gods,  the 

t 

»«i  +t»"r,*tation  of  shttbdttvedh/twa.      It  was  an  arrow  which  followed  the 
objects. 
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thousand-eyed  Foonmdwnt,  with  the  other  gods,  making  obeisance,  congra- 
tulated Kakootstha  on  his  victory.  Then  all  the  gods,  filled  with  pleasure, 
said  to  Vzshwa-mztrtf,  "O  sage,  decendant  of  Kooshika,  behold  us  the  gods 
present  together  with  Indra,  delighted  with  this  act  of  the  unmeasurably 
powerful  Ram/z ;  at  our  request^  (may  prosperity  attend  thee),  shew  peculiar 
kindness  to  Raghwvtf.  Refresh  his  mind  by  the  power  of  sacred  austerity 
and  holy  absti action.  Present  to  Raghttvi^,  the  mighty  sons  of  the  Prwjapwt/ 
Kn'shashw^,  who  possesses  the  power  derived  from  Tupwshytf  ;  thy  disciple  Ra- 
ma,  the  son  of  Dztsha-ruthzi,  is  worthy  to  receive  them.     By  this  prince  must 
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our  great  work  be  accomplished."     Having  said  this  to  Vishwa-mUrj,  the 
gods  returned  by  the  way  they  came. 

The  evening  now  came  on,  and  the  divine  V^shwa-mztr^x,  rejoicing  at  the 
death  of  Tarwka,  kissed  the  head  of  Ram^,  and  said  to  him,  ''  To  night,  O 
Ram^,  pleasing  to  the  sight,  we  will  remain  here,  and  to  morrow  morn- 
ing proceed  to  my  hermitage.**  The  son  of  Dwshtz-rwthti  hearing  the  words 
of  Vishwa-mitr^,  pleased,  delightfully  passed  the  night  in  the  wilderness 
of  Tai-wka.     Freed  that  day  from  its  curse,  the  forest,  adorned  with  the  Chwm- 
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pttk^^/  the  Ushoka,^  the  Foonnagd^;^  the  MuWika,^  the  Mango,^  the  Pwnz^s^/ 
the  Beetle-nut,7  and  the  Coco-tree,^  and  beautified  by  pools,  wells,  and  ponds 
of  water^  and  large  canals,  shone  gay  and  pleasant,  like  the  forest  Chrtr^mth(2j9 
decorated  with  bowers  of  Mdhka-  and  Hem^-kool<2.  Having  slain  the 
daughter  of  the  Yvkshay  Ram^,  applauded  by  all  the  gods  and  the  S^'ddhas, 
remained  in  that  forest  with  the  sage,  waiting  for  the  morning* 

Thus  far  the  twenty  fifth  Section,    describing  the  death  of  Tarwka;     ' 

1  Michelia  chanipaca.        t  JoDeaia  Asoca.        3  Uncertain,  probably  Rottlera  tinctoria, 
*  Jasminum  zambac.        g  Mangifera  Indica.        ^  Artocarpus  integrifolia.     7  Areca  betel.. 
®  Cocos  nucifrrau  9  The  residence  of  Koovera* 
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Having  there  spent  the  night,  the  mighty  Vtshwa-nw'tn?  smiling,  in  plea- 
sant accents  thus  addressed  R^ghuva  :  "  I  am  highly  pleased ;  be  thou  pros* 
perous,  O  prince,  greatly  renowned.  Through  my  great  aflFection  I  will 
give  thee  every  kind  of  weapons,  by  which,  sustaining  in  battle  the  force  of 
thine  enemies,  thou  shalt  triumph  over  them,  whether  they  be  gods  or  infer- 
nals,  Gwndhurvjs  or  Hydras,  Receive  then  from  me  the  divine  weapons 
without  reserve*  I  esteem  thee  worthy  to  possess  all  the  weapons  with  the 
nature  of  which  I  am  acquainted* 
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•*  First  then,  O  Rzma,  I  present  thee  with  the  divine  Brwhma  weapon,i  the 
terror  of  the  three  united  worlds.  Next,  I  bestow  upon  thee,  the  Dund^^^ 
weapon,  the  destroyer  of  creatures,  by  which  thou  shalt  be  rendered  invinci- 
ble to  thine  enemies.  I  also  give  thee  the  Dhurma^  weapon,  scarcely  less 
fatal  than  Kaia*  himself.  I  also  give  thee,  O  chief,  the  much  valued  Kak  ^ 
weapon,  insupportable  to  enemies ;  and  the  divine  discus  of  Vtshnoo,  and  the 

terrible  discus  of /ndm,  with  the  irresistible  thunderbolt,  and  the  huge  Shtvean 

t  These  weapons  have  particular  names,  generally  derived  from  some  deity,  either  from  their 
being  the  appropriate  weapons  ased  hy  these  deities,  or  from  partaking  in  some  way  of  their 
power. 

f  The  rod  or  punishment 

3  Dhifrma,  religion  or  virtue. 

4  Yuma,  the  regent  of  death. 
^  Kala,  time  or  death. 
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spear,  the  vengeful  weapon Biwhma-shir^,*  and  the  Isheek^.s  Receivealsofrom 
me  the  bright-mouthed  Shuvkura^  weapon,  with  the  two  clubs  unparalleled 
in  size,  dealing  terror  to  the  foe,  the  huge  Koumodi^kee,  and  the  Lohtta- 
mookhee.^  I  also  present  thee  with  the  Dhwmifl^-pashfl,^  together  with  the 
weapon,   the  dreadful  Kak-pashfl,^  and  the  highly  valued  Vwr(?(?ntf-pashav^ 

1  The  head  of  Bn<hma,  or  the  Bnfhina-heade<L 

2  Ardent. 

3  The  causer  of  welfare,  from  Shuaktira,  one  of  the  names  of  Shivot 

4  Giving  joy  to  the  earth.        5  The  bloody-mouthed. 

6  Pasha  is  a  weapon  which  had  the  power  of  entangling  or  binding  the  foe  'y  perhaps  a  kiad^ 
of  gin  or  net.     Pasha  literally  signifies  a  rope. 

7  From  Kaltf,  time  or  death. 

^  From  Vurconaf  the  Neptune  of  the  Hindoos. 
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Receive  also  from  me  the  Shooshk^,^  the  Ardm,*  the  Ushunce,^  the  Pinat^,4 
and  the  Naraywna'  weapon,  with  the  trusty  weapons  Agncy^e  and  Shikhura,? 
O  sinslcss  Rama,  I  also  give  thee  the  chief  weapon  Vayuvya,^  the  Huyushira.^ 
and  the  Krouncha.io   I  also  present  thee,  O  Kakootsthtf,  with  the  two  Shwktts,ii 

^  The  dry.         ^  The  wtt,  ^  The  thunderbolt.  *  The  name  of  Shiva's  bow. 

^  Residing  in  water,  one  of  the  names  of  Vishnoo.  ^  The  fiery. 

''  Having  the  property  of  flame.         If  these  names  be  not  wholly  poetic  fictions,  one  might 
imagine  that  the  Hindoos  were  acquainted  with  the  use  of  fire  arms  at  a  very  early  period. 

8  Having  the  power  of  tlie  wind,  from  Vayoo* 

^  The  horse  headed.  ^^  From  a  bird  so  called,  a  spedes  of  the  ardea, 

li  ShcckU'  Queans  power, 
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together  with  the  Kwnkala^,  the  Mooshula^  the  Kapak,^  the  Kmkmee,*  and 
all  the  weapons  used  by  the  infernal  powers..  I  give  thee  all  the  weapons 
necessary  for  the  destruction  of  the  Rwkshwses.  O  son  of  the  chief  of  men  O 
hero,  of  mighty  arm,  I  also  give  thee  the  weapon  Vidyadhttrtf,5  and  the  great 
weapon  liundunafi  and  the  Usiiutna^  with  the  Vurshun^ ,®  the  Shoshioia,^  and 

1  The  side  or  hip:  probably  some  kind  of  defensive  armour. 
f  A  club. 

3  Pertaining  to  the  forehead,  probably  a  helmet,,  or  some  other  piece  of  defensive  armour 
for  the  forehead. 

4  A  small  bell. 

5  Belonging  to  the  class  of  demi-gods  called  Vtdyadhuras. 

6  Producing  joy.        7  Thechiefscymetar. 

^  A  weapon,  which  being  discharged,  divides  into  a  great  number,  and  falls  like  a  shower; 
or  more  probably,  that  by  which  rain  was  produced  for  the  sake  of  distressing  aa  enemj. 
'  A  weapon  to  dry  up  water,  and  counteract  the  effects  of  the  foregoing  one. 
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the  Uri-nikrinttma}  Ipresent  thee  also,  O  chief,  with  the  weapons  Muduna^  and 
Oanmadunfl,^  dear  to  Kundurpa,^  and  with  the  weapons  Gundhwrv^,*  and 
Mohwntf;  with  the  weapon  Souw,^  too  the  destroyer  of  energy  and  splendor, 
and  theafflicter  of  enemies.  The  weapon  Roodhtramtsha-pishach^,'^  I  also  give 
thee,  and  the  Kouverj,®  fatal  to  the  joy,  the  patience,  and  thelifeof  Rkksht^ses 
and  enemies*  I  also  give  thee  the  weapons  Moorchchhxma,9  Tapun^ ,10  Kumptt- 
J14I,"  Z/rt-kurshttntf,^*  SumvurtttJ,^  Avwrtta,i*  and  Moushtdtf,**  and  the  weapons 

1  Cutting  asunder  the  enemyi. 

)  Muduna  means  inebriatioa.        3  Folly. 

^  The  Indian  Cupid.        5  Named  after  the  Gifudhvrvas.. 

«  From  Shoora,  a  hero*  ^  Having  the  power  of  a  blood-and-flesh-eating  goblin* 

'  From  Koovera  the  Indian  Plutus.        9  Moorchchhuna  means  the  suspension  of  Kosation. 

^^  From  Tupa,  heat.        ^^  Kumpuna  denotes  quaking  or  trembling. 

^  Enemy-seizing.        ^  Sumvurtta  denotes  covering,  expansion,  &c« 

14  Avurtla  means  nearly  the  same.         ^  Moushula  is  a  club. 
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Sutw^  ^  Unrita^  Mtthamay^,^  Vmo^tia*  Tijttstf,5  and  Pwrtttejopttkttrshfmtf ,< 
also  the  weapon  of  Sotn^z  called  ShishiraJ  and  the  pain  inflicting  weapon 
Twashlr^;8  the  weapons  Marr^n^,^  Uyt^ta^^  Ditya  and  DanKv^i.  These 
and  other  weapons  I  give  thee,  for  thou  art  dear  to  me.  Receive  all  these 
weapons  from  me,    O  son  of  the  chief  of  men.'*      Then  the  chief  of  sages^ 

1  Stftwj,  existence. 

2  UunXa^   falsehood. 

3  Muhamaya,  the  great  deception. 

4  The  infallible.      5  The  energetic. 

6  The  destroyer  of  the  power  or  energy  of  others. 

^  Dew.  8  Possessing  the  power  of  TwMhtra,  the  architect  of  the  gods. 

9  Beating  or  killing. 
10  Unconquerexi. 
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purified  and  highly  pleased,  turning  his  face  towards  the  east,  gave  to  Ram^ 
the  whole  of  the  incomparable  muntr^s.^  This  collection  of  weapons, 
scarcely  to  be  found  even  among  the  gods,  did  the  brahman  intreat  Rama 
to  receive.  All  these  mighty  weapons  of  the  sage,  who  then  repeated  the 
muntrtzs  in  an  appropriate  form,  presented  themselves  before  the  prince,  with 
hands  respectfally  joined;  and  drawing  near  on  all  sides,  said,  "  Com- 
mand us,  O  Raghttvi?^  of  mighty  arm."  At  this  Ram^,  having  surveyed 
and  handled  them  all,  replied,    **  When  called  to  remembrance,  all  of  you 

i  MtiutraSy  or  incautations,  \Kpbich  caused  these  weapons  to  appear  when  desired. 
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wait  on  me."      Having  thus  obtained  them,  Ram^,  duly  bowing  to  the  great 
sage  Vishwa-mttrtf,  turned  his  mind  towards  his  journey. 

Having  received  the  weapons,  the  descendant  of  Kakootstha  purified,  with 
a  chearful  countenance,  addressed  Vtshwa-mitra,  as  they  were  proceeding  for- 
ward, "  O  diving  one,  possessed  of  all  these  weapons,  I  am  unconquerable, 
evenby  the  god3.  I  now  intreat  of  thee,  O  great  sage,  the  weapons  which 
repel  those  of  the  enemy /'^  KakoatsthdJ  having  spoken  thus,  V*shwa-mitr^i, 
the  great  devotee,  patient,  pious,  and  pure,  communicated  to  him  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  repelling  weapons, 

1  Which  have  the  power  of  destroyitig  the  effects  of  a  weapon  discharged  by  the  enemy ;  for 
instance,  Surpa-vana  is  the  name  of  an  arrow,  which,  on  being  discharged,  separates  into  in- 
numerable parts,  each  of  which  becomes  a  serpent.  The  Guroora-vactf,  is  the  proper  rcpeller 
of  this  weapon  having  the  property  on  being  discharged  of  dividing  into  innumerable  parts, 
each  of  which  becomes  a  Guroora,  or  royal  vulture,  the  enemy  and  terror  of  serpents. 
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Sutya-v^na,^  Sutya^kttrti,^  Dhrhhta.s  &  Ruhhusa,^  PmtiharwtMr^,^  Pwrang- 
mookh^,^  and  i7vangm#okhtf/  Lukshya,^  and  taukshy^,^  Dnrh.nabhtf,io  and 
Soon2ihhuka,ii  Dushdksha^^  &  Shuta-vuktra,^^  Dusha-shcersha.u  and  Sh^todtt- 
M,i^  Dhttrmtr-nabhtf,i6  and  Mteha-nabh^,^^  Doondtz-nabhflj,^^  &  Swunabhwkfl,^^ 
Jyobshtf,^  and  Shukoon^/^  and  the  two  weapons  Nirashyfl,«  and  Vtmula,^ 

1  The  true.  ^The  justly  famed.  5 The  active.  ^The  desolator.  ^  That  which  prevents  the 
effects  of  another  weapon.  ^  Having  the  face  averted.  ^  Hanging  down  the  head. 
8  That  which  maybe  seen  in  its  course.  9  That  which  cannot  be  seen  in  its  course. 
^^  Of  firm  navel.  11  Of  fine  navel.  12  Ten^cyed.  ^  The  hundred-mouthed. 

14  The  ten-headed.     15  The  hundred-bellied.  16  Of  sacrtd  navel.   17' Of  large  navel.  18  The 
doondfl-naveled.  Doonda  is  a  particular  kind  of  musical  instrument.  19  The  rich 

aaveled.    «o  The  lumbous.    21    The  vulture-shaped.    23  The  discourager.      ^  The  pure. 
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Yogundhttrtf/  and  Vinidxa,^  Ditya^  and  Prwmwthwntf,*  Shoochi-vahoo,^  an  J 
Mi^ba-vahoa,^  Ntsh-kwlj,  and  Viraocha,  Sarchce-malee,^  Dhm^',*^  and  Malee,^* 
VntUman,^*  and  Raochira^^  Fitryia,^^  and  Soumunuas,^^  and  both  Vidhootfl,^ 
and  Mukura^^  Kuruvetra,^^  mthRuti^^^  Dhtma^^  and  Dhanya**^  O  Raghwvtf, 
receive  the  weapons  Kama-roopj,^  Kamtf^roocht,^*  Moha,**  and  Awnma,*^ 
also  Jnmbhttktf,^  S«rptf-natha,*^    with  Swndhana,*^  and  Wuroma*  ^ 

1  The  united..  *  The  somniferous..  ^  The  Titan..  4  The  churnen 

5  The  pare-handed..  ^  The  great-armed..  ^  ThepeaccfuJ.  •  The 

meaning  uncertain.  ^  That  which  has  force,  or  energy  in  its  train.  *^  Forbearance*. 

11  The  necklaced.  13  The  stationary.  ^  The  approving.  14  Connected  with 

the  ancestors.         15  Connected  with  a  good  mind.        le  The  strongly  vibrating,         ^^  The 
sea-monsier.  18  Of  valiant  hand.  ^  Enjoyment.  «>  Wealth..  «  Rice.. 

23  Able  to  assume  any  form  at  will        23        Able  to  do  what  it  pleases.  ^4  Fascination,. 

25  Protection.    ^  The  gaper,       »f  The  lord  of  serpents..       £8  Aim.      29  The  Indian  Neptune. 

The  meaning  of  these  names  is  given,  that  the  reader  may  form  his  own  judgment  respecting 
this  catalogue  of  fabulous  weapons. 
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^*  Receive  from  me,  O  Ram^,  these  shining  sons  of  Knshashw^,  assuming 
every  form.  O  RaghttVtf ,  may  prosperity  attend  thee ;  thou  art  worthy  to  possess 
them.**  Kakc?otsthtf,  Sien,  accepted  the  weapons  with  delighted  mind.  These 
divine  weapons,  resplendent,  imparting  joy,  assuming  their  proper  form,  some 
Msembling  coals  of  fire,  others  a  column  of  smoke,  and  others  in  splendor 
equalling  the  moon  and  the  sun,  with  hands  respectfully  joined,  stood  and  ad- 
dressed Ram^^i^  gentle  accents :  **  Here  we  are,  O  chief  of  men  :  Command 
us:  What  shall  we  do  for  thee  ?"  The  son  of  Rughoo  replied,  ''  Depart  all  of 
you,  and  in  time  of  necessity,  when  recalled  to  mind,  yield  me  due  assistance." 

N  n  2 
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Having  taken  leave  of  Rama,  they  respectfully  encompassing  him,  said  ta 
Kako(?tsthtf,  ''  Be  it  thus.**  Then  ail  those  mighty  weapons,  humbly  bowing 
their  heads  to  Rami?,  went  their  way. 

Rama  the  fortunate,  the  descendant  of  Kakcx^stha ,  the  joy  of  Rttghoo's 
race,  at  the  command  of  the  Ved^-pronouncing  (sage),  delivered  to  Luksh- 
muna  the  weapons  both  offensive  and  repelling.  Having  thus  done,  Rama 
preceeding  forward,  with  pleased  mind  addressed  the  great  sage  Vishwa-mUra^ 
in  sweet  and  gentle  accents :  «*  What  is  this  near  the  mountain  appearing  like  a 
cloud  ?      This  grove  exquisitely  delightful,    filled  with  deer,  and  adorned 
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with  various  kinds  of  birds  tuning  their  melodious  notes  ?  O  chief  of  sages^ 
leaving  this  road,  which  makes  the  hair  stand  erect  through  danger,  let  us 
have  recourse  to  that  pleasant  grove.  Tell  me,  O  divine  one,  whose  hermitage 
is  this  ?  O  divine  sage,  where  is  the  country  in  which  these  abandoned  and 
impious  brahmanicides  are  found  who  violently  prevent  thy  sacrifice  ?  where, 
O  brahman,  is  thy  sacrifice  which  is  to  be  protected  ?  and  where  are  the  Rwk- 
shttses  who  are  to  be  slain  by  me  ?  O  chief  of  sages,  I  long  to  hear  the  whole. 

Thus  far  the  twenty  sixth  Section,  describing  the  gift  of  the  weapons. 
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s:ection  xxvir. 

To  the  immeasurable  one  then^  importuning  him,  the  illustrious  V?*shwa- 
mitra^  began  to  reply,  "  O  Rama  of  mighty  arm,  before  the  incarnation 
of  the  glorious  Vamuna,^  this  was  the  hermitage  of  Vishnoo,  adored  by  the 
gods,  the  great  pattern  ot  mortification ;  who  for  numerous  years,  yea,  for  an 
hundred  Yoogas^  dwelt  in  this  wood,  practi:>ing  sacred  austerities  as  a  model 
to  all  others.  Here  did  this  great  devotee  become  perfect;  on  which  account 
this  hermitage  is  called  Stddhashrumi^r.^ 

1  The  incarnation  of  Vtsbnoo  in  the  form  of  a  dwarf. 

2  **  The  hermitage  where  the  undertaking  was  conapleted;"  from  S/ddbr,  perfect,  <omplrtft 
^nd  Ashrvma,  an  abode* 
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At  tBat  time,  Buli  the  son  of  king  Y/rccht^n^,  renowned  througBout  tBe 
three  worlds,    having  conquered  the  godis,    together  with  Indra  and  the 
Muroots,  assumed  that  governments^  well  known  throughout  the  three  worlds.. 
This  great  and  powerful  sovereign  of  the  Usooras,  performed  a  sacrifice* 
Moved  by  this  act  of  the  sacrificing  Buli,  the  gods^  preceded  by  J7gn2,  came 
to  Vishnoo  in  his  hermitage,  saying,    "  O  YishnoOy  Buli  the  son  of  Verochw- 
na  is  performing  a  most  excellent  sacrifice ;  while  it  is  yet  incomplete,  take 
measures  respecting  thy  own.  afiPairs..     To  those  who  firom  various  countries, 
request  (favours)  of  him,  he  is  boundless  in  giving.    O  Vishnat?,  for  the 
sake  of  the  gods,  avail  thyself  of  the  power  which  thou  possessest,  of  assuming 
^  Tkft  govemment  which  India  heldf; 
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various  forms ;  and,  assuming  that  of  a  dwarf,  secure  the  public  welfare. 

During  this,  O  Ram^,  K'ushyupa,  bright  as  the  fire,  and  glowing  with  en- 
ergy, anived  with  Uditiy  having,  with  the  goddess,  completed  a  sacred  vow 
of  a  thousand  years.  The  divine  one,  began  praising  the  gracious  V^shn^^o. 
the  destroyer  o(Mu6hoo.  ''  I  behold  thee,  O  chief  of  beings,  composed  of 
sacred  austerities,  a  mass  of  holy  mortification,  yea,  sacred  austerities  embodi- 
cd,  the  source  of  ascetic  virtue,  completely  impregnated  with  sacred  devotion 
In  thy  body,  O  chief  one,  I  behold  this  whole  world.       Thou  art  without 

4 

beginning,  and  incomprehensible,      1  make  thee  my  sole  refuge. 

Uuri  delighted  replied  to  Kushyupa,  purified  from  sin,  "  Peace  be  to  th^'c ; 
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ask  of  me  some  favour;  thou  art  worthy  of  blessings;  thou  art  one  according  to 
my  own  heart.  What  dost  thou  desire  ?  Say,  O  excellent  one.  O  illustrious 
one,  I  am  gracious."  Kushyupa,  the  son  of  Mareechtf ,  hearing  these  words, 
"  replied,  ••  It  is  becoming  thee,  O  propitious  one,  giver  of  sacred  blessings, 
tp  bestow  the  favour  solicited  by  [7dm,  the  gods,  and  me.  O  sinless  one, 
assume  the  sonship  of  Uditi  and  myself;  become,  O  subduer  of  the  Usoorat, 
the  younger  brother  of  Shttkr^.  It  is  worthy  of  thee  to  assist  the  distressed 
deities.  O  divine  one,  the  work  being  completed,  this  place  will,  through 
thy  favour^  be  called  Siddhashrum^.     Arise  then,   O  sovereign  of  the  gods." 

Oo 
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Upon  thiS)  the  glorious  Vtshnoi^  was  bom  of  ITdftt.  Assuming  die  form  of  it 
dwaif  he  appeased  like  a  mendicant..      With  his  umbrella  and  his  kumund:^ 

loo^  in  his  hand,  and  his  tufts  on  his  head,  in  the  disguise  of  a  mendicant, 
he  went  to  the  son  of  Virochun^.  The  great  sovereign  of  the  Usooras  seeing 
him,  was  astonished  at  his  dwar&like  appearance,  and  knowing  him  to  be  F4a* 
dhtfv^,  devoutly  worshipped  him.  Thus  honoured  by  that  holy  one,  he,  for 
the  benefit  of  all,  going  near  the  son  of  Vtrochuna,  requested  three  paces. 

%  A  dnh  to  collect  alms. 

f  A  toft  of  hair  on  tiie  crowu,  Th«  th'iukws  universally  shave  the  whole  head  except  a  smftll 
tuft  OD  the  crowD,  which  is  the  distinguishing  mark  of  a  Hindoo*  When  a  man  becomes  a  Son* 
yasee,  that  is,  when  he  renounces  all  expectetion  of  salvation^  or  any  other  benefit,  from  Ut 
de^ds,  he  selin^uishes  this  mark,  and  shaves  the  ^hole  head* 
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cf  ground.  *  The  request  obtained,  Vishnoo,  the  taker  of  the  three  sleps,^  as. 
suming  a  wonderful  form,  comprehended  the  whole  world  within  three  steps; 
with  one  step  he  measured  the  whole  earth,  with  the  second  the  unchang- 
ing firmament,  and  with  the  third,  O  Raghttvtf,  the  celestial  heavens.  He 
then  binding  Bu\i,  sent  him  to  dwell  in  Pataltf .  After  he  had  thus  cir- 
cumscribed Bull,  he  restored  to  the  great  Indra  his  proper  office,  and  thus^ 
the  illustrious  one  again  brought  the  universe  into  subjection  to  Shuhrap 
This  fatigue^destroying  hennitage,  formerly  possessed  by  him,  is  now  enjoy- 

^  As  touch  as  he  could  step  over  at  three  steps. 

*  The  original  word  Tri'Vikruma  is  an  adjective  scarcely  imitable  ip  English,    formed 
from  tn,  tfareet  and  vikrtcnui,  a  step  or  degree. 

O   o   « 
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cd  by  njc  the  constant  worshipper  ofVamuna.  To  this  hermitage  came  the 
molesting  Rakshuses,  and  here,  O  chief  of  men,  must  these  impious  ones  hy 
thee  be  destroyed.    To  day»  O  Ramd,  we  are  come  to  the  peerless  Siddha^ 

ashn^m^.  This  hermitage  is  thine,  O  my  son,  even  as  it  is  mine/'  Saying  this^ 
the  great  sage,  with  peculiar  delight,  entering  the  hermitage,  and  welcoming 
Rama  and  Lukshmuna,  felt  gratified,  as  the  moon  united  with  Poonurvu&oo^^ 
after  the  cold  season  is  past.  All  the  sages  dwelling  in  the  Siddh^  hermitag^y 
seeing  Vtshwa-mttr^^  speedily  rose  and  did  obeisance  to  him.     Having  enters 

1  The  seventli  of  the  twenty  seven  Ntfkshtttras,  or  lunar  stations,  which  in  mythological  laa* 
guage  are  the  wives  of  Chtmdra,  or  the  moon.  VooDUtvmoo  it  said  to  be  the  most  beloved'af 
tl|em  alL 
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cd|  they  respectfully  presented  him  with  Urghya,  with  water  for  his  feet,  and  a 
seat ;  afterwards  they  performed  the  duties  of  hospitality  to  the  princes.. 

Having  rested  a  little,  the  sons  of  RughoOt  the  subduer  of  their  enemies^ 
with  hands  respectfully  joined,  addressed  the  chief  of  sages :     ^*  To  day  com* 

mence  the  Deeksha,  O  chief  of  sages.  Let  prosperity  attend  thee:  let 
this  St'ddhashruma  be  indeed  perfected  ;  let  thy  words  be  verified.'*  Visli'- 
wa-mitrfl,  the  great  sage,  the  illustrious,  of  subdued  mind,  and  regulated 
appetite,  thus  addressed,  commenced  the  Deek&ha«    The  temperate  youths, 

^  Preliminary  ceremonies  of  a  lacrifice. 
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having  there  passed  the  nighty  rose  in  the  morning,  and^  perfectly  pnrifie4» 
performed  their  first  devotions.  Having  there,  according  to  the  rulci  re« 
peated  the  excellent  nu^ntras,  they  paid  their  obeisance  to  Vishwa^mitr^i  sit- 
ting on  the  seat  of  one  preserving  the  sacrificial  fire. 

End  of  the  twenty  seventh  Secdon,  describing  the  abode  at  the  S/ddhasli- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»CT*  jwvin.j  THE  RAMAYJ^N^.  311 

itaiwaiTO  ^Ri5?rlir  Tcpciiintt  ^?^^t  1 


SBCTIOIf  XXTntm 

After  this,  tHe  tw^o  victorious  princes,  acquainted  with  the  time  and  place 
proper  foiF  action^  and  with  what  is  proper  to  be  spoken  in  every  place  and' 
on  ailoccaaion9»  said  to  the  son  of  Kooshika :  '*  We  desire  to  hear,  O  divine 
one^  at  what  time  these  nighfr  wanderers^  are  to  be  observed ;  tell  us,  that  the 
time  may  not  pass  by.  On  this  all  the  sages,  pleaded,  applauded  the  sons  of 
the  lord  of^meo^  the  descendants  of  Kak^otsthii»  thus  speaking  and  eager  for 
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combat.  *'  O  youthful  descendants  of  Rwghoo,  beginning  from  this  day  tecp 
watch  for  six  nights.  This  sage,  who  has  commenced  Ae  Beeksha,  will 
fall  into  profound  meditation."  The  royal  and  renowned  youths  hearing  this, 
kept  watch  in  the  wood  of  sacred  austerities  for  six  days  and  nights  without 
deep.  With  the  greatest  vigilance  did  these  two  heroes,  these  migbty  archers, 
preserve  the  great  sage  Vishwa-mitr^!^,  th«  subduer  of  enemies.  The  time  be- 
ing elapsed,  and  the  sixth  day  come,  Rama  said  to  the  son  of  Soomttra,  **  Be 
prepared,  the  terrible  Rakshashas  not  yet  come  near  us  thb  morning,  but  to 
day  will  take  place  with  htm  a  most  dreadful  conflict.  It  will  undoubtedly  be 
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therefore  be  upon  thy  guard.  While  Rama,  ardent  for  the  combat,  was  thus 
speaking,  the  altar,  attended  by  the  Oo^didhyjya  ^  and  the  priest,  blazed  up* 
The  altar,  overspread  with  the  Durbha,  and  furnished  with  the  Chuamsa^^ 
and  the  Sro(?k,' with  the  sacrificial  wood,  and  with  flowers;  this  altar,  attended 
by  Vsshwa-mt'tr^i  and  the  sacrificing  priests,  sent  forth  a  most  vehement  flame« 
and  the  sacrifice  was  begun  with  the  due  formulas,  according  to  the  ordi-i 
naqce.  The  sacrifice  of  the  wise  Vishwa-metra  thus  begun,  a  great  and 
terrible  sound  burst  forth,  filling  the  welkin;  and  two  Rakshuses  assuming  an 

1  A  br^lunan  who  b  chosen  to  represent  Briihma  at  a  sacriBce. 

^  A  sacrificial  vessel  in  the  form  of  a  spoon  without  a  handle;  it  is  made  of  wood. 

^  Another  vesseli  like  the  chtan«sa,  but  longer  and  more  slender. 
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illusive  form,  appeared  like  a  dark  doud  overspreading  the  sky  in  tfie  seasom 
of  rain.  Mareecha  and  Soovahoa^  then,  with  their  tremendous  crew^  hasten- 
ing towards  the  place,  let  fall  a  great  quantity  of  blood.  Seeing  the  altar- 
stained  with  the  blood,  Rama  hastily  running;,  espied  them  inr  the  air.  The 
totus-eyed  Rami;,  seeing  them  descending,  exclaimed  to  Lukshmtmtf^  **  O 
Lukshmunay  behold  these  impious  cannibals!  With  the  weapon  ManwA 
1  will  disperse  them  trembling,  as  the  clouds  are  dispersed  by  the  wind :  this* 
I  will  undoubtedly  do,,  but  such  ^  I  am  not  ambitious  to  kill.  The  &wift 
t  "Such/'    An exprQ&$i<m of coniempt; 
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Rama  saying  this,  and  seizing  his  bow,  Mareechtf  in  the  air  beheld  the  two 
Ascendants  of  Rughoo^  the  one  a  youth  of  azure  hue,  and  adorned  with  a 
golden  necklace,  addressing  his  younger  brother,  resplendant  as  burnished 
gold,  a  hero,  with  uplifted  bow*  Seeing  these  two  illustrious  ones ;  he,  glit- 
tering with  his  own  splendor,  viewed  them  with  contempt,  and  began  to  seize 
tihe  brahmans,  Rama,  the  descendant  of  Rughoo^  full  of  anger,  seeing  him 
coming,  with  a  smile  of  contempt,  hurled  the  mighty  and  resplendent  weapon 

Manttvtf  full  into  the  breast  ot  Marecclw.     Smitten  by  the  stroke  of  thi« 
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powerful  weapon,   he  was  driven  fvdl  a  hundred  yojtma&  into  the  flood  of  thes 
ocean.  Ram^r,  seeing  Mareechit  stopped  in  his  career  hy  the  force  of  the  migh«^ 
ty  arrow^  and  whirled  round  senseless  in  the  air,  in  an  agony  of  pain,  said 
to  Lukshmuna,  "  See,  O  Lukshmuna ;  this  sharp  arrow  Manwv^,  prepared 
by  muntr^rs,  has  deprived  him  of  sensation,  though  not  of  life :  ail  these  noted 
and  impious  Rakshuses,  the  very  abode  of  sin,  these  destroyers  of  sacrifice^ 
these  eaters  of  blood,  will  I  destroy."      Having  thus  spoken  to  Lukshmuaa^ 
the  descendant  of  Rughoo,  seizing  a  fiery  weapon,  discharged  it  full  against 
the  breast  of  Soovahoa,  who,  wounded,  fell  to  the  earth.     Seeing  this,  the  re« 
nowned  hero,  the  generous  son  of  Rvghoo^  the  causer  of  delight  to  the  sages. 
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took  the  weapon  Vayuvy^,  and  killing  all  the  sacrifice-destroying  Rt^kshz^es, 
was  adored  by  the  Rtshts,  like  Indra  formerly  returning  victorious.. 

The  sacrifice  being  ended^  the  great  sage  Vishwa-mrtrtf,  seeing  that  every 
destructive  foe  1  had  disappeared^  thus  addressed  the  descendant  of  Kakot^tsth^^ 
'*  My  whole  wish  is  accompli^ed,  O  thou  of  mighty  arm,  the  command  of 
thy  preceptor  has  been  completely  performed ;  by  thee  the  Stddhashrwma  is 
now  rendered  worthy  of  its  name.    The  sage,  having  thus  applauded  Rama, 

^  The  <>riginal  word  k&eans  excessive  tbxv^  defect  of  nda,  locusts  or  grasshoppers,  rats  or 
mice,  birds,  or  a  king  in  the  neighbourhood^  all  of  which  are  esteemed  destructiye  to  the  la- 
bour of  the  industrious  husbandman. 
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went  with  the  two  brothers  to  perform  his  evening  devotions.  The  heroes, 
Rama  and  LtJcshmuna,  thus  honoured  by  the  sages,  passed  the  night  in  high 
satisfaction  and  joy. 

As  soon  as  the  morning  dawned,  the  descendants  of  Rugh^^o  having  perform* 
ed  their  oraisons,  saluted  Vfshwa-mitra  and  the  other  sages.  Having  bowed 
even  to  their  feet,  the  sons  of  Rughoo,  resplendent  as  the  immortals,  addressed 
Vtshwa-mttra  in  melifluous  and  energetic  accents  :  '*  More,  O  chief  ot  sages, 
remains  for  thy  two  devoted  servants  now  present  to  perform.  Command  us 
to  the  full  extent  of  thy  desire.  Thus  addressed  by  the  two  brothers,  the 
sages,   rich  in  devotion,  with  Vzshwa-mitrtf  at  their  head,  replied  to  Rama  : 
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**0  chief  of  Rughoo's  race,  by  Junuka  the  Mithilcan  will  there  be  a  most  holy 
sacrifice  performed,  which- we  shall  attend.  Thou,  O  chief  of  men,  shalt  ac- 
company us^  An  invalaable  and  most  snrprizing  bow  is  there,  which  thou  art 
worthy  to  behold.  After  the  battle  of  the  celestials  and  the  Usoora^  was  this 
stupendous  bow  deposited  by  the  gods  and  Indxa.  This  bow,  neither  gods 
tior  G»ndhttrvas^  nor  Yuksh^s  nor  Rukshuses,  are'  able  compleatly  to  bend ;: 
how  much  less  others !  Kings,  eager  to  ascertain  this,  making  trial  of  this- 
bow,  have. been:  unable  to  raise  it  up;  how  much,  less  to  make  it  ready! 
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Thou,  O  chief  of  men,  O  descendant  of  K^oot^tha,  shalt  there  behold  this  bow 
of  the  illustrious  king  of  Mithtl^,  together  with  the  excellent  and  surprizing 
sacrifice.  That  bow,  O  Raghwv^r,  chief  of  men,  is  the  fruit  of  sacrifice,  bestowed^ 
at  the  request  of  the  Mithzlean  monarch,  bj  all  the  gods,  who  then  said,  **  Let 
this  bow,  honoured  by  perfumes  and  odours  of  incense  and  lignum^aloes, 
remain  in  thy  house,  till  the  conclusion  of  the  sacrifice."  The  wise  Ramit 
acquiescing,  prepared  to  follow  V»'shwa-mUr^  and  the  great  sages.  The  divine 
V('shwa»mUra,  desirous  of  going  to  Mithik,  calling  all  the  sylvan  gods,  thus 
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addressed  them,  **  O  Sfddh^xs,  may  happiness  remain  with  you.  Leaving 
the  Sjddhashruma  I  shall  proceed  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Jahnttvee,  to  the 
high  mountain  Himuvut"  Having  circumambulated  the  hermitage  Siddhtf, 
the  sage  turning  towards  the  north,  began  his  journey.  The  sages  then,  thefr 
utensils  being  speedily  placed  on  hundreds  of  sacred  carriages^  accompanied 
the  great  Mooni;  the  deer  and  the  birds,  also  the  inhabitants  of  the  hermitage 
Siddha,  followed  Vishwa-mttr^,  rich  in  sacred  austerities.  He  then  com^ 
manded  the  birds  with  the  sages  to  return.  The  sages,  however  still  ac- 
companied them.  ^  isiderabie  distance,  they  all,  arriv- 

i-produced  shadows  now  growing 
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The  sun  being  now  set,  the  sages  of  boundless  power,i  preceded  by  V/shwa*  . 
nutr^r^  having  bathed  and  ofiered  their  burnt  offerings,  sat  down.    Rama  also^ 
with  Soumttrtf,  having  bowed  to  the  sages^   sat  down  opposite  the  learned 
Vtshwa*m2trtf.     Then  Rama,  the  chief  of  men^  with  joined  hands,  pleassmtly 
addressed  the  sage  Vishwa-mitra,  '<  O  divine  one,  may  prosperity  attend  tlfcee* 

a  Those  i»bo  abode  od  the  banks  of  the  Shoiui* 
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Whose  country  is  this,  cultivated  by  a  wealthy  people.  I  desire  to  hean 
Thou  art  able  to  relate  the  whole/'  Intreated  by  Ram^i  the  energetic  Vish- 
iira*imtra  began  to  relate  at  large  the  history  of  that  countiy* 

Thus  hx  the  Section,  relating  the  sages^  abode  on  the  bank  of  the  Shon^* 
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SECTION    XXXL 

Descended  from  Bruhma,  there  was  once  a  great  personage  named  KoaAa, 
a  great  devotee,  unwearied  in  sacred  exercises,  acquainted  with  virtue,  a  righ* 
teous  person,  constantly  worshipping  the  gods.  This  great  personage,  of 
Vidubhee,  possessed  of  every  female  accomplishment^  begat  four  mighty  sons 
resembling  himself:  Kooshambj,  Koosh^-nabha,  l^moortta-rtfjusii,  and  Vusoo. 
To  these  sons,  illustrious,  active,  devout,  and  eminent  fortrath,  he,  desirous  of 
performing  the  duties  of  a  Ksh»trtf,  said^  ^'O  tons,  caitfully  nourish  your  sub- 
jects, and  you  will  obtain  the  most  ample  rewards/'   Hearing  the  exhortation 
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ofKooslui,  these  four  excellent  ones,  chief  among  men,  became  founders  of  citie?^ 
The  powerful  Kaoshamba  built  the  city  Koushambee;  the  virtuous  Koo^ha-' 
mhha  built  the  city  M»hodttya;  the  wise  l^moortt^-ruji^sa  built  the  great  city 
Dhimnanmya;  and  Vusoo  built  a  city  environed  with  mountains.  This  city  of 
the  great  Vu^o  is  called  Vusoomutee.  Five  mountains  risings  completely  sur* 
ounded  this  city>  while  the  pleasant  river  Soc^magudhee,  flawing  from  Mugudha, 
meandering  among  the  five  mountains,  resembled  a  garlard^  encircling  the  neck« 
This  river  Maghudhee,  watering  the  city  of  the  great  Vt^so^,  flows,  ORamtf,  to- 
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wards  the  east,  fertilizing  the  fields.  The  royal  sage  Koosha-nahhtf,  O  son  of 
Rughooy  of  Ghr/tacheei  begat  an  hundred  peerless  daughters.  These  damsels, 
young,  beautiful,  and  richly  adorned,  resembled  a  hundred  pools  of  water  in 
the  rainy  season.*  Singing,  dancing,  playing  on  instruments,  and  adorned 
with  costly  ornaments,  walking  in  the  garden,  they  constantly  recreated  tfaem« 
selves.  These  damsels,  in  beauty  of  form  unparalleled  throughout  the  earthy 
came  one  day  into  the  garden,  appearing  like  the  stars  among  the  clouds* 

^  The  name  of  one  of  the  celestial  coiutezans. 

«  The  season  in  which  pools  appear  full  and  beautifiiL 
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Seeing  these  damsels,  endowed  with  yonth  and  beauty,  and  possessed  of 
every  accomplishment,  Vayoo,  pervading  all,  thus  addressed  them,  "  1  in* 
treat  you  all  be  espoused  to  me ;  abandon  the  nature  of  man,  and  you  shall 
obtain  the  blessing  of  longevity.  Among  mortals  youth  is  a  transitory  thing : 
possessed  of  unfading  youth,  you  shall  obtain  immortality.'"  Hearing  the 
words  of  Vayoo  unwearied  in  action,  the  hundred  damsels  deridingly  repli- 
ed, *'  Thou  pervadest  all  creatures,  O  most  excellent  of  the  gods;  we  are  all 
acquainted  with  thy  power.   Why  dost  thou  indulge  an  improper  wish^  O 
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Dcvtf ,  chief  of  the  celestials.  We  are  all  the  daughters  of  Koosba-nihha.  We 
have  power  to  make  a  god  remove  from  his  place,  but  we  will  preserve  invio- 
lable our  sacred  vows.  May  that  time  never  come,  O  stupid  one,  in 
which  we,  despising  our  father,  the  speaker  of  truth,  engage  in  a  self-con- 
tracted marriage:  Our  father  Icrd  is  our  chief  deity:  to  whomsoever  our 
father  shall  give  us,  him  will  we  espouse."  Hearing  their  reply,  the  divine 
Huri,  highly  incensed,  entering  them,  brake  alltheir  bodies.  Thus  broken 
by  Vay«7,  the  damsels  overwhelmed  with  astonishment,  and  shame,  their 
eyes  suffused  with  tears,  entered  the  house  of  the  ting. 
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The  surprized  monarch  beholding  his  beloved  and  beautiful  daughters  de- 
formed and  overwhelmed  with  distress,  exclaimed,  "  Say,  O  daughters,  what 
is  this.  Who  has  contemned  justice  ?  By  whom  has  your  form  been  made  thus 
crooked  ?^  O  weeping  daughters,  why  are  you  silent  ?"  Then  the  king  deep- 
iy  sighing,  began  to  meditate.  Hearing  the  words  of  the  wise  Koosha-nabh^i, 
the  hundred  damsels,  touching  his  feet  with  their  inclined  foreheads,  replied^ 
**  VzyoOf  O  king,  who  maintains  the  life  of  ail,  full  of  evil  desire;  and  standing 
in  an  evil  path,  did  not  even  look  towards  justice.     We  said,  *^  Prosperity  to 

^  All  of  ihem  wfere  affected  with  a  curvature  of  the  spine  by  Vayoo,   vt^ho  still  remained 
within  theau 
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thee :  we  have  a  father ;  we  are  not  at  our  own  disposal ;  ask  our  father.  If 
he  bestow  us,  we  are  thine.  By  Vayoa,  infatuated  with  this  crime,  and  re- 
gardless of  our  words,  have  we  all,  thus  answering,  been  smitten  in  this  dread<« 
ful  planner."  The  great  and  virtuous  king,  having  heard  their  complaint, 
replied  to  the  hundred  peerless  damsels,  "  O  daughters,  the  patient  are 
worthy  of  abundant  forbearance.  You  have  acted  nobly.  Perfectly  united 
in  opinion,  you  have  regarded  (the  honour  of)  my  contemned  family, 
forbearance  is  the  great  ornament  of  women,  or  of  man :  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
found  even  among  the  gods,  O  that  forbearance  like  yours,  O  daughters,' 
were  possessed  by  all  women  !     Forbearance  is  generosity,    forbearance  is 
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truth,  forbearance  is  sacrifice,  it  is  fume,  it  is  virtue.  The  world  is  establish- 
ed by  forbearance/'  The  king,  possessed  of  divine  power,  and  sage  in  counsel, 
O  Kakootsthtf,  leaving  the  damsels,  consulted  with  his  counsellors,  respect- 
ing  au  alliance  for  his  daughters,  equally  suitable  with  regard  to  countiy,  age 
and  r^k. 

At  this  time  a  most  illustrious  R/sh/,   by  name  Choolec,    of  subdued  pas-  . 
siqfks,  and  eaCceUeQ£.demeaaor|  ^engaged  in  a  course  of  sacred  austerities.     In 
that  place,    (may  prosperity  attend  thee}  was  a  female  Gundhurva,    named 
Som<x-da,  the  daughter  of  Oonnila,  who  constantly  ministered  to  this  devout 
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iage :  she,  kumble  in  gesture,  continued  for  a  time  firmly  settled  in  virtue^ 
ministering  to  him  with  close  attention.  Her  teacher,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  was 
pleased  with  her,  and  after  sometime,  said,  *'  I  am  propitious :  peace  be 
to  thee.  What  wish  of  thine  shall  I  accomplish?"  Perceiving  the  eloquent 
•age  to  be  highly  pleased,  the  female  Gttndhwrv^,  acquainted  with  the  graces 
of  speech,  in  sweet,  accents,  replied,  "  Conjoined  with  Lukshmee,  thou  art  an 
emanation  of  Bruhm^,  thou  art  a  great  Ttipuswee/  thou  art  become  Bruhtiui 
bimself.t     I  desire  a  son  devoted  to  virtue  and  sacred  mortification^     I  am 

t  One  who  performs  Ttrpus  or  intense  devotion, 

f  Accordbg  to  the  Veda,  the  highest  pitch  of  perfeclion,  is,  to  reflect  o;i  Brnhoitf  Cll  MIf 
possMsed  of  the  idea  of  identity  with  hiiaC    la  this  way  Choolcte  was  Jbecome  BnAmm^ 
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without  a  husband ;  may  prosperity  attend  thee.  I  am  the  wife  of  no  one.  B^ 
pleased,  by  thy  sacred  power  to  give  thy  humble  suppliant  a  son."  The 
sacred  sage,  propitious,  granted  her  a  son,  unequalled  in  excellence^  known 
by  the  name  of  Bit^hma-dutUi,  produced  by  the  will  of  Choolee*  This 
king  Bmhma-dtttttf,  resided  in  great  magnificence,  in  the  city  of  Kamprlee, 
even  as  the  sovereign  of  the  gods  resided  in  heaven.  The  king  Ko^shtf-nabh^, 
that  most  virtuous  one,  O  KakaotstIki,  formed  the  design  of  giving  his  hun« 
dred  daughters  to  Bruhm^-dtitUi.  Having  invited  him,  the  great  and  illustrious 
monarchy   with  inward  delight,  gave  him  in  marriage  the  hundred  damsels^ 
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Bmhmtf-dutt^,  O  son  pf  Rughoo,  the  protector  of  the  world,  equal  Co  tBe 
king  of  the  gods,  accepted  their  hands,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  in  regular  succession. 
Upon  the  touch  of  his  hand  the  damsels  became  free  from  deformity,  and 
decripitude,  and  shone  refulgent  in  youth,  and  prosperity.  From  thence  that 
city  is  called  Kzuya-koohja^  because  those  damsels  had  been  there  made 
crooked  by  the  power  of  Vaypo.  Beholding  them  released  from  Vayo^?, 
Kcosha-nabha  filled  with  pleasure,  repeatedly  exulted  with  joy.  Then  the 
great  sovereign,  after  the  consummation  of  the  nuptials,  dismissed  king  Brwh- 
ma-dutta^  the  sovereign  of  the  world,  together  with  his  spouses ;  and  his  pre- 

1  (llie  habitation)  of  those  who  had  a  curvature  of  the  spine-,  from  kirnjra,  a  daughter,  a 
dan^sel,  aud  ko&bj«,  the  curve  of  the  spine.    Kunya-koohJM  is  vulgarly  called  KMmjL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ftCT.  XXIX.]  THE  K  AM  AY  ITN  A. 

^"UWW^  'raFB^f  ^ftngt;  tTfU^ia^H  I 


335 


-vC 


ceptors.  Som(Z-da,  the  female  Gundhurva,  seeing  her  son,  and  approving  his 
union  with  those  damsels,  applauded  Koashds-nabh^,  and  repeatedly  touching 
her  daughters-inlawy  according  to  the  rule,  received  them  with,  affection^  and 
returned  their  caresses  with  maternal  joy* 

'r  Thus  far- the  twenty  ninth  Section,  narrating  the  nuptials  of  Bruhma-dutt^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  RAMAYUUA.  {bookU 


SECTION    XXX. 

The  marriage  of  Bramha-dutttf  being  celebrated,  O  Rag^tf,  the  nnlew 
Ko0sh/i-nabha  meditated  a  sacrifice  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  son.  Dur- 
ing  the  sacrifice,  the  great  Koosha,  son  of  Brahma,  said  to  Koosha-nabh*,  the 
sovereign  of  the  world,  "O  son,  thou  wilt  have  a  son  truly  virtuous,  like  thysdt 
Thou  wilt  obtain  Gadhi,  and,  through  him,  eternal  feme.  Having  said  this, 
O  Ranw,  to  Koosha-nabhii,  sovereign  of  the  earth,  Kwshtf  entering  the  air» 
returned  to  the  eternal  heaven  of  Bruhnui.   Some  time  being  elapsed,  a  mo* 
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•virtuous  son,  Gadhi  by  name,  was  bom  to  the  wise  Ko(?shtf-nabh<^.  This 
Gadhi,  eminently  virtuous,  is  my  father,  O  Kakt?(?tstha  ;  I  was  born,  O  &onof 
Rttghoo,  in  the  family  of  Koosha  ;  hence  my  name  Koushika.  My  elder  sif- 
ter, O  RaghwviZ,  an  observer  of  sacred  vows,  Swtyfl-vtttee  byname,  was  given 
in  marriage  to  Rrcheek^iJ.  She,  following  her  husband*  went  to  heaven,  in  an 
embodied  state ;  and,  to  bless  the  world,  became  the  great  and  ample  river 
Koushikee,  divine,  filled  with  sacred  water,  pleasant,  flowing  near  the 
inountain  HimuyuU  Steady  in  sacred  vows  I,  O  Ramtf,  through  aflFection  to 
her,  constantly  reside  near  this  mountain.    The  fortunate  Swtya-vwtee,  holy, 

*  Through  the  funeral  fire. 
Ss 
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fitmly  fiked  in  truth  and  virtue,   and  devoted  to  her  husband,  i&  Koush&ee  * 
the  chief  of  streams.     I  also,  to  complete  a  certain  vow,  having  pbtained  the 
heimitage  Stddh^  am  become  perfect,  O  son  of  Ru^heOy  through  thy.  glorious, 
cneirgy!       Thus,    O.  Ranwt,  at  thy  request,  have!  related  .my  origin,  and' 
that  of  my  family,  together  with  the  history  of  this  country,    Half  the  nigjht^. 
Q  Kakootsth^j  is  now  spent  in  conversation.  .  Peace  be  to  thee;  xesign  thyseU 

to-«lccp ;  may  nothing  prevent  thy  repose,  O  son  of  Kugh0o.      AIL  the.  tree*  • 
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are  motionless,  the  beasts andlbirds  are  wrapped  (in  silence),  and  the  face  of 
nature  is  overspread  with  nocturnal  darkness.  Evening  has  receded  by  slow 
decrees,  and  the  constellations,  -and  this  field  of  stars,  resplendantly  shine  as 
Jthough  the  sky  were  covered  with  ey^%^  The  bright  moon,  expeller  of  the 
darkness  of  the  world,  is  risen,  by  its  light  rejoicing  the  mind  of  animated 

nature ;  and  all  the  nocturnal  wanderers,  the  Yidcshas,  the  Raksht^ses,  and  the 
terrific  carnivorous  animals  are  prowling  hither  and  thither,"  Having  said  this, 
the  great  and  illustrious  sage  ceased ;  and  all  the  sages  exclaiming,  Excellent  ( 
excellent!  poured  forth  their  plaudits,  (saying)  *^Tbis  family  of  the  K^(7shiLis, 

S  s  a 
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is  great,  and  always  eminent  in  virtue.  The  great  personages  of  the  race 
of  Koash^  resemble  Brwhmc,  and  thou,  O  Vishwa-mitr^,  art  peculiarly  emi- 
nent in  renown.  Among  rivers  is  Koush/kee  chief,  the  glory  of  thy  race," 
Applauded  by  these  joyful  and  honourable  sages,  the  fortunate  son  of  Ko^- 
shika  retired  to  repose,  like  the  radiant,  descending  king  of  day.  Rama  also, 
with  the  descendent  of  Soomitra,  somewhat  astonished,  bowing  to  the  chief  of 
sages,  retired  to  rest. 

Having  spefit  the  latter  part  of  the  night  with  the  great  sages,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Shon^,  at  break  of  day  V/shwa-m^tra  said,  "  O  Ramtf, 
the  morning  dawns.^    The  first  acts  of  devotion  now  commence;  peac^  be  to 
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thee,  Rise,  rise,  prepare  for  thy  journey."  Having  heard  this,  Rama,  per-  • 
forming  his  morning  devotions,  prepared  for  his  journey,  saying,  "  O  biah- 
man,  by  what  means  shall  we  cross  this  river  Shona,  of  limpid  (  yet)  unfa- 
thomable water,  adorned  with  delightful  banks."  Addressed  by  Rama, 
Vtshwa-mura  replied,  "  By  this  path  pointed  out  by  me,  by  which  the  great 
sages  pass  over.*  Having  proceeded  far,  half  the  day  being  now  spent,  they 
beheld  Jahnttvee,  the  chief  of  rivers,  frequented  by  sages.    Beholding  that 

»  Whether,  this  was  a  ford  in  any  shallow  part  of  the  river,    or  whether  these  eages  passed 
over  by  a  perpetual  miracle,  the  ^uadita  are  unable  to  decide.' 
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.^acred  stream,  t]ie  resort  of  ducks  and  cranes,  all  the  sages,  with  Raghuvdr,  were 
filled  >vith  pleasure.  Th^n  all  united  in  preparing  a  bower  on  its  banks;  after 
.which,  having  bathed  according  to  the  ordinance,  and  propitiated  their  ances- 
tors and  the  gods,  they  oflFered  the  burnt-sacrifice,  and  partook  of  the  ambrosial 
.obktions ;  and  all  then,  with  pleased  mind,  $at  down  on  the  delightful  ba^nks  of 
Jahnwyqe.  Then  they,  surrounding  the  great  Vishwa-mitr^  on  all  sides,  being 
placed  according  to  the  ordinance,  the  descendants  of  Rughoo  also  occupying 
,thcir  proper  place,  Rama,  with  mind  highly  delighted,  said  to  V*shwa-mf  tr^r, 
**  O  di\:ine  one,  I  desire  to  hear  how  Gwnga,  the  river  with  triple  channel. 
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traversing  the  three  worlds,  arrived  at  the  sea,  the  lord  of  all  the  rivers.*^' 
Requested  by  Raxnfl,  Vishwa-mitrtf,  the  great  sage,  began  to  relate  the  pro-- 
duction  and  the  increase  of  Gunga^^ 

*'  O  Rama  J  the  great  Uimuvut,  sovereign  of  mountains,  the  great  storehbuser^ 
of  metallic  substances,  had  two  daughters,  in  beauty  unparalleled  through-* 
out  the  world.  The  mother  of  these  two,  the  daughter  of*  Mcroo^hy  name 
Mera,  captivating,  of  slender  waist,  O  Ramtf,-  was  the  beloved  spouse  of 
Hrmuvttt ;  from  her  was  bom  Gwnga,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Htmuvttt.  Her 
second  daughter,    O  Raghwvtf;   was  Ooma,    After  this  all  the  celestials  desir*- 
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ous  of  performing  their  sacred  rites,  requested  of  Himuvut,  the  sovereign  of 
mountains,  his  eldest  daughter  Gwnga,  the  river  with  triple  channel.  For  the 
sake  of  the  three  worlds,  Ilimuvut,  moved  by  religion,  gave  in  marriage  his 
daughter,  the  freely  flowing  Gzmga,  the  purifier  of  the  world.  These  solicitous 
for  the  benefit  of  the  three  worlds,  having  received  Gzenga,  departed,  gratified 
in  the  highest  degree.  The  other  daughter,  of  the  mountain,  O  son  of  Rugho^, 
remained  a  virgin :  she,  rich  in  devotion,  continued  in  the  practice  of  severe 
duties,  and  practised  wonderful  acts  of  mortification.  This  daughter  Oottidi, 
devoted  to  severe  austerities,  and  venerated  by  the  world,  did  the  chief,  of 
mountains  give  to  the  incomparable  Roodra.  These,  O  Raghwvfl,  are  the  two 
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daughters  of  the  king  of  mountains,  venerated  throughout  the  world,  Guam 
fga,  the  chief  of  rivers,  and  the  goddess  Oom^.  It  will  now  be  related  to  thee, 
O  highly  esteemed,  O  chief  of  beings,  how  the  river  flowing  in  three 
Erections,  the  sereal  traveller  first  descended  from  the  sky.  This  daughter 
«>f  the  king  of  mountains  having  ascended  to  the  habitation  of  the  celestials, 
:  1>ecame  the  pleasant  river  of  the  gods,  the  conveyance  of  water  free  from  de«* 
Element. 

Thus  far  the  thirtieth  Section,  describing  the  origin  of  Gtmga; 
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SECTION  xxxr. 

The  sage  having  finished  his  relation,  the  two  heroes  Raghinrtf  ai^d 
huhhmuna^  pleased,  replied  to  the  chief  of  sages,  ''  O  brahman,  these 
words  spoken  by  thee,  in  the  hearing  and  repeating  of  which  consists  virtue^ 
I  want  greatly  to  hear  again.  Why  was  the  goddess  Ooma  a  BnihmtK:hannee 
in  her  childhood  ?  and  how  did  she  obtain  in  marriage  the  chief  of  gods, 
the  great  lord  of  all  created  beings  ?  Why  does  the  purifier  of  the  world 
flow  in  three  directions,  O  thou  acquainted  with  irirtue  ?  How  does  Gfoiga, 
the  chief  of  streams,  flow  forth  in  three  directions,  and  to  the  performance  of 
what  sacred  duties  is  she  necessary  throughout  the  three  worlds  ?  Kakoatsthes 
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she  assumed  a  beautiful  form :  and  he,  beholding  her  majestic  beauty,  flowed 
forth  in  every  direction.  Then,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  the  great  purifier,  pour- 
ing forth,  on  every  side,  his  influence  on  the  goddess,  produced  all  the  streams 
of  Gf^nga.  She  then  addressed  him  who  precedes  all  the  celestials,  *^  O  di- 
vine one,  filled  with  inexpressible  pain,  I  am  imable '  to  sustain  thy  in- 
fluence ;  I  am  burning  by  this  fire/'  He  who  consumes  the  oblations  made 
to  all  the  gods,  replied  to  Gt^nga,  '^  O  sinless  one,  deposit  this  production 
here,  pn  the  side  of  Himuvut.'*  At  the  conunand  of  Ugni,  Gunga,  by  means 
of  her  streams,  expelled  this  most  resplendant  being;   which,  thrown  by  her 

U  u  2 
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great  Roc?dw,  the  wise  sovereign  of  the  gods.  All  the  celestials  now  assem^ 
bled  with  the  sire  of  all  at  their  head.  Approaching  him,  they  bowing  said^ 
**  Who  will  be  able  to  endure  the  being  about  to  be  produced  ?  ^  O  lord  of 
the  gods,  O  great  Deva,  regarding  the  good  of  this  world,  be  gracious  to  the 
suppliant  celestials.  O  chief  of  the  gods,  the  universe  is  not  able  to  sus- 
tain thine  energy.  Possessed  of  Bmbma-austerity,^  engage  with  the  god-^ 
dess  in  mortification  #  For  the  sake  of  the  different  worlds  desist  from  con- 
nubial enjoyment,  and  preserve  the  universe      Do  not  depopulate  the  uui*. 

1  Rofldra  had  intermitted  his  work  of  desiruction  in  consequence  of  his  nuptials* 

^  This  is  described  as  a  complete  abstraction  of  mind  from  erery  thing  below,  and  fixing  it 

entirely  on  the  supreme.      It  is  to  be  performed  iu  vacuo,  or  where  there  is  not  the  sncallest 

motion  of  the  air* 
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verse/"  The  great  lord  of  all  worlds,  hearing  the  supplication  of  the  god^, 
thus  replied  to  them  all,  "  O  gods,  I,  with  Oraia,  by  my  own  power,  will 
restrain  my  prolific  energy;  let  the  peace  of  the  world  be  restored.  My 
unparalleled  energy  already  displayed  who  shall  receive  ?  Say^  O  most  ex- 
cellent  celestials/*  Thus  addressed  the  gods  replied  to  him  distinguished  by 
the  bull :  "  The  prolific  energy  sent  forth  to  day  let  the  earth  receive/" 
Hearing  this^  the  mighty  lord  of  the  gods  poured  forth  his  prolific  energy 
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covering  the  earth,  together  with  the  sea,  and  the  forests.  Then  all  the  gods 
addressed  Hootashttn^  :^  "  Accompanied  by  Vayoo,  combine  thyself  with  the 
Roodxeain  energy/'  This  prolific  principle,  pervaded  by  l/gni,  formed  the 
white  mountain,*  and  a  divine  forest  filled  with  the  Shura,^  in  brightness  re- 
sembling the  fire.  In  this  forest  was  born  the  puissant  KarttlceyiS,  resplend- 
ant  as  I/gnt.  The  gods  then,  together  with  the  sages,  adored  Otmia  and  Shiva 
with  delighted  mind. 

The  daughter  of  the  mountain,  filled  with  chagrin,  O  Rama,  her  eyes  red 

^  l/got',  regent  of  fire. 

t  Probably  th«  snowy  ridge  of  mountains  which  divides  India  from  Tartary. 

^  8acchanim  Sara.    The  whiteness  of  its  downy  blossoms  occasioned  this  allusion. 
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with  rage,  now  poured  forth  her  imprecations  upon  all  the  celestials:  "  Never 
may  ye  obtain  offspring  firom  your  own  spouses,  seeing  ye  have  debarred  mc, 
desirous  of  offspring,  from  nuptial  enjoyment.  May  your  wives  be  childless 
from  this  day/'  Having  thus  imprecated  a  curse  upon  all  the  gods,  she  also 
cuned  the  earth :  ^*  O  earth,  thou  shalt  not  remain  in  one  form,^  thou  shalt 
be  the  wife  of  many  lords.'  O  stupid  one,  unwilling  for  me  to  have  a  5<5n, 
the  joy  caused  by  a  son  shall  never  be  experienced  by  thee,  rendered  vile  by  my 
curse/*  The  chief  of  the  celestials,  seeing  all  the  gods  afflicted,  prepared  for 
his  departure  to  the  region  of  the  universe^  governed  by  Vuroona^    J\<»ha« 

^  Vis.  thy  face  shall  be  diversified  by  tillage,  See*  &c«       *  Vis.  subject  to  many  owners. 
*  Shivs.        ♦  The  north  quarter. 
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,  deva  having  arrived  with  the  goddess,  at  the  north  side  of  the  mountain,  . 
called  H/mwvttt-prwhh«vfl5/  entered  on  a  course  of  sacred  austerities.       Thus 
has  been  folly  related  to  thee,  O  Ram^,  the  story  of  the  mountain-bom 
jfoddess.    ^ow,  with  Lukshmwna,  hear  the  origin  of  Gwnga,  and  of  the  son, 
^:;idored  by  the  gods,  a  relation  full  of  important  meaning. 

Whilst  the  god  ^  was  engaged  in  sacredausterities,  the  celestials  with  7ndri7, 
preceded  by  Ifgni,  went  to  Brwhma,  desiring  a  leaden  *  The  celestials,  at- 
tended  by  /ndra  and  the  sages,  bowing,  addressed  the  great  sire  of  all,  **  O 
god,  the  leader,  thedeAroyer  o^ur  enemies,  fonnerly  proaii^  us  by  the  di-- 
vine  one,   is  not  yet  born,  and  the  divine  parent  SMrv^,^  residing  on  Htm«- 

'^  Producing  cold  or  suow.  *    Kartikejer.  5    SbV«» 
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Tt^t^  is,  with  Ot^ma,  deeply  engaged  in  sacred  austerities.  O  thou  acquainted 
with  thy  own  decrees,  thou  art  our  great  refuge ;  desirous  of  the  good  of  the 
universe,  make  known  to  us  what  ought  to  be  done/'  Having  heard  the  sup* 
plication  of  the  gods,  the  great  parent  of  the  universe,  cheering  them  with  gen« 
tie  words,  thus  replied,  **  The  sentence  pronounced  by  the  daughter  of  the 
mountain,  that  from  your  o^n  spouses  you  shall  never  obtain  oflFspring,  is  a 
sentence  indubitably  true  and  irrevocable.  (Behold)  the  celestial  G^nga,  from 
whoma  SQSKfthegeacraloftliegods,  the  subduer  of  enemies,  shall  be  produced 

U  u 
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by  KooUshuna.  The  eldest  daughter  of  the  prince  of  mountains  will  ac- 
knowledge this  son,  and  in  a  variety  of  ways  he  will  be  Ooma's."  All  th* 
gods,   O  Son  of  Rttghoo,  having  heard  these  words,  highly  pleased,  bowcd> 

and  adored  PnyaptttJ. 

They  all  now,   O  Rama,  going  to  Kilasha,  studded  with  shining  metals,- 
appointed  Ugni  to  obtain  a  son,  saying,  '« O  HOTtash«n<i,  accomplish  this  di- 
vine work.       O  illustrious  one,   impregnate  with  thine  energies  the  flowing 
stream,  the  daughter  of  the  mountain."  Hootashuna,  O  Raghttvtf,  acquiescing 
in  their  request,  said  to  Gwnga,  ♦♦  Receive  my  prolific  energy,"    Hearing  this. 
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she  assumed  a  beautifiil  form :  and  he,  beholding  her  majestic  beauty,  flowed 
forth  in  every  direction.  Then,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  the  great  purifier,  pour- 
ing forth,  on  every  side,  his  influence  on  the  goddess,  produced  all  the  streams 
of  Gunga*  She  then  addressed  him  who  precedes  all  the  celestials,  *-  O  di- 
vine one,  filled  with  inexpressible  pain,  I  am  unable '  to  sustain  thy  in- 
fluence ;  I  am  burning  by  this  fire/'  He  who  consumes  the  oblations  made 
to  all  the  gods,  replied  to  Gt^nga,  ^'  O  sinless  one,  deposit  this  production 
here,  pn  the  side  of  HimwvMt/*  At  the  command  of  £/gm,  Gunga,  by  means 
of  her  streams,  expelled  this  most  resplendant  being;   which,  thrown  by  her 

U  u  2 
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an  the  side  of  the  mountain,  shone  like  glowing  Jamboonuda,^  This  suB^ 
stance  falling  on  the  earth,  produced  gold,  of  unparalleled  brightness ;  from 
k  were  also  produced  copper  and  black  iron,  while  its  baser  part  became  zinc 
and  lead.  Fallen  thus  on  the  earth,  from  it  were  produced  various  kinds  of 
metals.  This  production  (kposited  upon  the  mountain,  all  (the  trees)  ina« 
diated  by  its  splendor,  became  a  forest  of  gold.  After  this,  fimhma  arririn|f 
ia  that  country,  pronounced,^  "  The  substance  thus  tinged  by  the  iHus^ous 


1  Jamboonvda  is  a  fabled  river,  tbe  waters  of  which  convert  its  sand^^or  mod^to  the  bright 
gold  ttMd  by  the  gods..   This  gold  i«  called  Jamboomid*. 
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Birth,  shall  be  Jat^roop^/'*-  From  that  time,  O  Raght^v^,  chief  ^  men,  gold, 
bright  as  the  fire,  has  been  called  Jat^z-roop^,  Gold,  pure,  and  possessing  the 
splendor  of  fir«,  waa  (then)  produced.  Thus  was  Koormra,  illustrious  as 
the  morning,  in  energy  equalling  the  fire,,  produced  from  the  side  of  Gimga« 

The  (gods),  with  Tndra  and  the  Mwraots,  now  delivered  this  son  to  the  Krit- 
ttkas,'  to  be  nourished  by  them;  These  having  ascertained  the  favourable 
and  propitious  moment,  gave  him  milk,  and  agreed  that  he  should  be  esteem- 
ed the  son  of  them  all.     All  the  gods  then  decreed,   ^'  This  son  shall  be 

<  Prom  j»n,  birth,  prodaction,  and  roopa,  beauty.^ 
S  KiitU'ka,  And  her  altendanti« 
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known  by  the  name  Karttkeyei,!  throughout  the  three  worlds.  Hearing  this 
declaration  of  the  gods,  the  Kn'ttikas  having  received  him  enveloped  in  the 
secundines,  washed  the  infant  resplendant  as  the  sun.  The  gods,  O  Kdkoot- 
stha,  beholding  him  purified  with  brightness,  and  resembling  the  fire,  named 
him  Skund^,  who  had  been  received  in  the  secundines,  -even  Kartikeya  of 
mighty  arm,  bright  as  the  ardent  flame. 

The  incomparable  milk  of  the  six  Kritttkas  being  formed,   the  six-headed 
one  received  the  breast-produced  food ;  after  which  the  chief  of  beings,  whose 

^  The  descendant  of  Knttika. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


359 


SECT.  XXXI.]  THE     RAMAYJ7N^. 

body  eclipses  that  of  Kamei-dev^,  by  his  own  prowess  defeated  the  armies  of 
the  Dityas.  Then  all  the  immortals  assembling,  with  Vgni  at  their  head, 
anointed  this  most  illustrious  one  general  of  the  armies  of  the  gods.  Thus» 
O  Rama,  have  I  related  to  thee  the  enriching,  virtue-inspiring  story  of  Gunga, 
and  of  the  production  of  Koomaia^  O  Kakootstha,  that  inhabitant  of  the 
earth  who  is  devoted  to  Karttkeya,  shall,  venerable  with  age  and  blessed  with 
a  numerous  progeny,  obtain  the  celestial  mansions  of  Skunda^ 

Thus  far  the  thirty-first  Section,  describing  the  production  of  Koomara. 
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SECTION  XXXXI. 

The  son  of  Ro^shtka  having,  m  naellifluoas  accents,  related  diese  diings  to 
Rama,  again  addressed  the  descendant  of  Kakootstha :  "  Fonnerl^,  O  hero, 
there  was  a  king  of  Uyodhyz  named  Sufftra,  the  sovereign  of  men,  virtuous, 
desirous  of  chidren,  but  childless.  O  Rama,  the  daughter  of  Vidtobha-kedainee; 
virtuous,  attached  to  truth,  was  his  chief  consort,  and  the  daughter  ^fUtiiktS' 
nemt,  Soomuti^  unequalled  in  beauty,  his  second  spouse.  With  these  tvo 
consorts,  the  great  king,  going  to  UinxuvvJt,  engaged  in  saaacdaustentiesofithe 
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inoantain  in  whose  sacred  stream  Bhrigoo  constantly  bathed.  A  hundred 
years  being  completed,  the  sage  Bhrigoo  clothed  with  truth,  rendered  pro- 
pitious by  his  austerites,  granted  him  this  blessing :  ^*  O  sinless  one,  thou 
5halt  obtain  a  most  numerous  progeny ;  thy  fame,  O  chief  of  men,  will  be 
unparalleled  in  the  universe.  From  one  of  thy  consorts,  O  Sire,  shall  spring 
the  founder  of  thy  race,  and  from  the  other  sixty  thousand  sons." 

The  queens  pleased,  approached  the  chief  of  men  who  was  thus  speaking, 
and  with  hands  respectfully  joined,  asked,  **  O  Brahman,  whose  shall  be  the 
one  son,    and  who  shall  produce  the  multitude  ?    We,  O  Brahman,  desire 

Co  hear.     May  thy  words  be  verified."  Hearing  their  request  the  most  virtu- 

Vv 


Digitized  by 


Google 


365s  THE  RAMAYUNA,  [book  r. 

^3^1^  '^mi  "Hi^jff  ^^a^  tg^«jrif  ( 11  (r 

llllt^lT^Fl^ftW?^?  »OJI^  ^l^.*  Hrrra  1 14  lij 

ous  Bhrigoa  replied  in>  these  admirable  words  :  v  Freely,  say,  which  of.  these 
&vours  ye  desire,  whether  the.  one,  founder  of  the  family,  or  the  moltitude 
of  valiant,  renowned,  and  energetic  sons.."  Q  Ram^,  son  of  Rugh^o^ 
Keshmee,  hearing  the  words  of  the  sage,  in  the  presence  of  the  king  accepted 
the  one  son,  the  founder  of  the  family ;  and  Saomuti,  sister  of  Soopumayt 
accepted  the  srxty  thousand  sons,  active  and  renowned.  The  king,  O  son 
of  Rughoo,  having  respectfully  circumambulated  the  sage,"  bowing  the  head, 
returned  with  his  spouses  to  his  own  city, 

1  Guvoora. 
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After  some  time  had  elapsed,  his  eldest  spouse  Keshmee  bore  to  Sugura  a 
son  named  Usumun^a;  and  Soomuti,  O  chief  of  men,  brought  forth  a  gourd,^ 
from  which,  on  its  being  opened,  came  forth  sixty  thousand  sons.  These, 
carefully  brought  up  by  iheir  nurses,  in  jars  filled  with  clarified  butter,  in 
process  of  time  attained  the  state  of  youth  ;^  and,  after  a  long  period,  the 
sixty  thousand  sons  of  Sugura,   possessed  of  youth  and  beauty,  became  mea« 

t  Cucurblta  lagenaria. 

<  The  Hwdoos  call  a  child  Bak  till  it  attains  the  age  of  fifteen  years  t)ld.  From  the  six* 
feenth  year  to  the  fiftieth,  Youvuna,  or  a  state  of  youth,  is  supposed  to  continue.  Each  of 
'ihese  has  several  subdivisions,  and  iu  certsun  cases  the  period  admits  of  variation,  as  appears 
to  have  been  the  case  here*  Vv2 
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The  eldest  son,  tlie  offspring  of  Sugura,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  chief  of  mea^ 
seizing  children  would  thtow  them  into  the  waters  of  the  Suruyoo^  and  sport 
himself  with  their  drowning  pangs^  This  evil  person^  the  disttcssor  of  good 
men,  devoted  to  the  injury  of  the  citizens,  was  by  his  father  expelled  from  the 
city.  The  soa  of  this  Ustanunja,  the  heroic  £/ngshomiaii,  in  conversation 
courteous  and  affectionate,  was  esteemed  by  alL  After  a  leng  time,  O  chief 
of  men,  Sugura  formed  the  steady  resolve,  **^I  will  perform  a  sacrifice.**  Vers- 
ed in  the  Vedtf,  the  king,  attended  by  his  instructors,  having  determined  the 
things  relating  lo  the  sacrificial  work,  began  to  prepare  the  Sacrifice, 
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Hearing  the  words  of  Visliwa-mUr^,  the  son  of  Rughoo,  highly  gratified, 
in  the  widst  of  the  storjr  addressed  the  sage,  bright  as  the  ardent  flame, 
«* Peace  be  to  thee ;  I  desire,  O  brahman,  to  hear  this  story  at  large ;  how  my 
predecessors  performed  the  sacrifice.**  Hearing  his  words,,  V/shwa-m^trt? 
smiling,  pleasantly  replied  to  Ram^r:  «  Attend  then,  Q  Ram^,  to  the  story  of 
Swgwr^  repeated  at  full  length.**'  Where  the  great  mountain  H^mwwt,  the 
happy  father-in-law  of  Shunkwr^,  and  the  mountain  Bmdhy^  overiooking  the 
country  around,  proudly  vie  with  each  other,  there  was  the  sacrifice  of  the 
great  Sugura  performed*  That  track  of  land,  sacred  and  renowned,  is  the  ha- 
bitation  of  Rakshzises.         At  the  eomn:^and  of  Sugura,  the  hero  t/hgshaoman,  . 
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O  Rama,  eminent  in  archery,  a  mighty  charioteer,  was  the  attendant  (of  the 
horse).  While  the  king  was  performing  the  sacrifice,  a  serpent,  assuming  the 
form  of  Ununta^  rose  from  the  earth,  and  seized  the  sacrificial  horse.  The 
sacrificial  victim  being  stolen,  all  the  priests,  O  son  of  Rugiioo,  going  to  the 
king  said,  ^'  Thy  consecrated  horse  has  been  stolen  by  some  one  in  the  form 
of  a  serpent.  Kill  the  thief,  and  bring  back  the  sacred  horse.  This  interrup- 
tion in  the  sacrifice  portends  eviUo  us  all.  Take  those  steps,  O  king,  which 
may  lead  to  the  completion  of  th«  sacrifice."  Having  heard  the  advice  of 
his  instructors,  the  king,  calling  his  sixty  thousand  sons  into  the  assembly^ 


1  The  horse  intended  for  the  sacrifice. 
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said,  •*  I  perceive  that  the  Ratsht^es  have  not  Been  to  this  great  sacrifice.  A 
sacrifice  of  the  Nagtfs  is  now  performing  by  the  sages^  and  some  god,  in  the 
form  of  a- serpent,  has  stolen  the  devoted:  horse.  Whoever  he  be,  who,  at 
the  time  of  the  Deeksha,  has  been  the  cause  of  this  afflictive  circumstance, 
this  unhappy  event,  whether  he  be  gone  to  Patab;  or  whether  he  remain  ia 
the  waters,  kill  him,  O  sons,  and  bring  back  my  victim.  May  success  attend 
you,  O  my  sons.  At  my  command  traverse  the  sea-girt  earth,  digging  with 
mighty  labour  till  you.  obtain  a  sight  of  the  horse:  each  one,  piercing  the 
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earth  to  the  depth  of  a  yojvna,  go  ye  in  search  of  him  who  stole  the  sacred 
horse.  Being  consecrated  hy  the  Peeksha,  I,  with  my  grandson  and  my 
teachers,  will  remain  with  the  sacrifice  unfinishedi  till  I  again  behold  my 
devoted  horse/' 

Thus  instructed  by  their  father  Sugura,  they  in  obedience  to  him,  went  with 
cheerful  mind,  O  Ranui,  to  the  bottom  of  the  earth.  The  strong  ones,  hav- 
ing gone  over  the  earth,  without  obtaining  a  sight  of  the  horse,  each  of  these 
mighty  men  pierced  the  earth  to  the  depth  of  a  yojuna  with  their  mighty 
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ann,  the  stroke  of  which  resembled  a  thunder-bolt.     Pierced  by  Kooddaks,^ 

by  Funghas^t  by  Shool^s,^  by  Mooshulas^  and  Sbttktis,5  the  earth  cried  out 

as  in  dark  distress.    Then  arose,  O  Raghuvtf,  a  dreadful  cry  of  the  serpents, 

the  UsodtaSt  the  Raksht^ses,   and  other  creatures,  as  of  beings  suflFering  death* 

These  angty  youths,  O  sonof  Rttghe?o,  dug  the  earth  even  to  Patala,  to  the 

cxtcntof  sixty  thousand  yojuntfs.  Thus,  O  prince,  the  sons  of  the  sovereign  of 

t  The  Indian  tpMe,  formed  like  a  hoe  with  a  short  handle, 
^  An  iDStniment  saM  to  be  formed  like  an  ox's  yoke. 
^  A  dart^or  spetr.       *  A  club  or  crow.       5  A  weapon,  now  nnkaown. 

W  w 
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men  traversed  Jumhoo-dwct^Cy  inclosed  with  mountains,  digging  wherever  tliey 
came.  The  gods  now,,  with  the  GundhMrvtfs  and  the  great  serpents,  struck  with 
astonishment,  went  all  of  them  to  Br»hma,  and  bowing  even  to  the  foot  of  the 
great  spirit,  they,  full  of  terror,  with  dejected  countenance,  addressed  him  thus : 
**0  Deva,  O  divine  one,  the  whole  earth,  covered  wuh  mountains  and  woods, 
with  rivers  and  continents,,  the  sons  of  Sttgura  are  now  digging  up.  By  these 
digging,  O  Bruhma,  the  mightiest  beings  are  killed.  'This  is  the  stealer  of 
our  consecrated  victims ;  by  this  (fellow  j  ouj  horse  was  takea  away^ :     thus. 
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saying,  these  sons  of  Sugura  destroy  all  creatures.  O  most  powerful !  having 
heaid  this,  it  becomes  thee  to  interpose,  before  these  horse^seekers  destroy  all 
thy  creatures,  endued  with  life. 

Thus  &r  the  thiity-second  Section,  describing  the  digging  of  the  earth. 

W  w  a 
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SECTION   XXX I n^ 

Hearing  the  words  of  the  gods,  the  divine  Brwhma  repFied  to  these 
affrighted  ones,  stupified  with  the  YumaAike  power  of  these  youths :  "  The 
wise  YsLSOO'dtwa,  the  great  Madhuvtf,  who  claims  the  earth  for  his  spouse,  that 
divine  one,  residing  in  the  form  of  Kupila,  supports  the  earth.  By  the  fire  of 
his  wrath^  he  will  destroy  the  sons  of  the  king.  This  piercing  of  the  earth- 
must,  I  suppose,  be  perceived  by  him,  and  he  (will  effect)  the  destruction  of 
the  long-sighted  sons  of  Sugura."     The  thirty  three  gods,i  enemy-subduing, 

1  The  oight  Vttsoos,  the  eleven  Roodr as,  the  twelrc  Adity<w,  and  I7shw«iice,  and  Koomar«. 
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having  heard  the  words  of  Bruhma,  returned  home  full  of  joy »      The  sons  of 
Sugura^  highly  renowned,   thus  digging  the  earth,  a  sound  was  produced 
resembling  that  of  conflicting  elements.     Having  encompassed  and  penetrat- 
ed  the  whole  earth,  the  sons  of  Sugura^  returning  to  their  father,  said,  ''The 

whole  earth  has  been  traversed  by  us ;  and  all  the  powerful  gods,  the  Dant^v^s, 
the  Rukshifses,  the  Ptshach^s,  the  serpents,  and  hydras,  are  killed  ;i  but 
we  have  not  seen  thy  horse^  nor  the  thief.  What  shall  we  do  ?  Success  be 
to  thee  r  be  pleased  to  determine  what  more  is  proper/*     The  virtuous  king, 

^  This  8eexn5  to  have  been  spoken  by  these  youths  in  the  warmth  of  their  imagination. 
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having  heard  the  words  of  his  sons,  O  son  of  Rwghoo,  angrily  replied,  "  Again 
commence  digging.  Having  penetrated  the  earth  and  found  the  stealer  of  the 
horse;  having  accomplished  your  intention,  return  again."  Attentive  to  the 
words  of  their  &ther,  the  great  Sugura^  the  sixty  thousand  descended  to  Pa- 
taltf,  and  there  renewed  their  digging.  There,  O  chief  of  men^  they  saw  the 
elephant  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  in  size  resembling  a  mountain,  with 
distorted  eyes,  supporting  with  his  head  this  earth  with  its  mountains  and 
forests,    covered  with  various  countries,  and  adorned  with  numerous  cities. 
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When,    for  the  sake  of  rest,  O  Kakaotsth^,  the  great  elephant,  through  dis* 
tresSy  refreshes  himsdf  by  moving  his  head,  an  earthquake  is  produced.    Hav- 
ing respectfully  circumambulated  this  mighty  elephant,  guardian  of  the  quar- 
ter, they,  O  Ramtf,  praising  him,  penetrated  into  Patala.     After  they  had 
thus  penetrated  the  east  quarter,  they  opened  their  way  to  the  south.    Here 
they  saw  that  great  elephant  Mttha-pwdm^j,  equal  to  a  huge  mountain,  sus- 
taining the  earth  with  his  head.     Beholding  him,  they  were  filled  with  sur- 
prize,  and  after  the  usual  circumambulation,  the  sixty  thousand  sons  of  the 
great  St^gttr^  perforated  the  west  quarter.    In  this  these  mighty  ones  saw  the 
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elephant  Sonmunusa,  of  equal  size»     Having  respectfully  saluted  him,  and 

enquired  respecting  his  health,  these  valiant  ones  digging,  arrived  at  the 
north.  In  this  quarter,  O  chief  of  Rugh<?^,  they  saw  the  snow-white  de* 
phant  Bhudra^  supporting  this  earth  with  his  beautiful  body.  Circumambulat« 
ing  him  they  again  penetrated  the  earth,  and  proceeding  north-east  to  that 
renowned  quarter,  all  the  sons  of  Sugura^  through  anger,  pierced  the  earth 
again*  There  all  those  magnanimous  ones,  terrible  in  swiftness,  and  (tf  mighty 
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prowess,  saw  Kwpiltf,  Vasoo-dev^  the  eternal,^  and  near  him  the  horse  feed^ 
ing.  Filled,  O  son  of  Rughoo^  with  unparalleled  joy,  they  all,  knowing 
him  to  be  the  stealer  of  the  horse,  with  eyes  starting  with  rage^  seizing  their 
spadesi  and  their  langttlas,  and  even  trees,  and  stones,  ran  towards  him  full  of 
wrath,  calling  out^  "  Stop,  stop,  thou  art  the  stealer  of  our  sacrificial  horse; 
thou  stupid  oncj  know  that  we  who  have  found  thee,  are  the  sons  of  Sugura.*^ 

1  The  Hindoos  say  that  RvpHa,  or  Vasoo-devaf  is  ati  incarnation  of  Vtshnoo,  whdm  they  d€* 
scribe  as  having  beon  thus  partially  incarnate  twenty  four  times. 
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Hearing  these  words,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  Kupila  filled  with  excessive  anger, 
uttered  from  his  nostrils  a  loud  sound,  and  instantly,  O  Kakootstha,  by  K«- 
pila  of  immeasurable  power,  were  all  the  sons  of  Suguva  turned  to  a  heap 
of  ashes. 

Thus  far  the  thirty*third  Section,  describing  the  inter\'iew  with  Kttptl«» 
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O  son  of  Rwghoo,  Sugwra,  perceiving  that  his  sons  had  been  absent  a  long 
time,  thus  addressed  his  grandson,  illustrious  by  his  own  might,  *'  Thou  art  a 
hero,  possessed  of  science,  in  prowess  equal  to  thy  predecessors.  Search 
out  the  fate  of  thy  paternal  relatives,  and  the  person  by  whom  the  horse  was 
stolen,  that  we  may  avenge  ourselves  on  these  subterraneous  beings,  pow- 
erful and  great.  Take  thy  scymeter  and  bow,  O  beloved  one,  and  finding 
out  thy  deceased  paternal  relatives,  destroy  my  adversary.  The  proposed  end, 
being  thus  accomplished,  return*     Bring  me  happily  through  this  sacrifice/* 

X  X  2 
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Thus  particularly  addressed  by  the  great  Sugura,  i7ngsh(?(?man,  swift  and! 
powerful,  taking  his  bow  and  scymeter,  departed.  Urged  by  the  king,  the- 
chief  of  men  traversed  the  subterraneous  road  dug  by  his  great  ancestors.. 
There  the  mighty  one  saw  the  elephant  of  the  quarter,  adored  by  the  gods,  the 
Danwas  and  Rwkshwses,  the  Pishach^s,  the  birds  and  the  serpents.  Hav- 
ing circumambulated  him,  and  asked  concerning  his  welfare,  C/hgshooman  en- 
quired for  his  paternal  relatives,  and  the  stealer  of  the  sacred  victim.  The 
mighty  elephant  of  the  quarter,  hearing,  replied,  "  O  son  of  C/sumzmjtf,  thou 
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vrilt  accomplish  thine  intention,  and  speedily  return  with  the  horse."  Hav- 
ing heard  this,  he  with  due  respect  enquired  in  regular  succession  of  all 
the  elephants  of  the  quarters*  Honoured  by  all  these  guardians  of  the  eight 
sides  of  the  earth>  acquainted  with  speech,  and  eminent  in  eloquence,  he  was 
told,  '*  Thou  wilt  return  with  the  horse.**  Upon  this  encouraging  declara- 
tion  he  swittly  went  to  the  place  where  lay  his  paternal  relatives,  the  sons  of 
Si^gur^,  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ashes.  (At  this  sight)  the  son  of  Usitmunja  over- 
whelmed with  sorrow  on  account  of  their  death,  cried  out  with  excess  of  grief. 
In  this  state  of  grief,  the  cUef  ofmenbeheld^  grazing  near,  the  sacrificial  hone^ 
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The  illustrious  one,  desirous  ofperforming  the  funeral  obsequies  of  these  sons  of 
the  king,  looked  around  for  some  receptacle  of  water  but  in  vain.  Extending 
his  eager  view,  he  saw,  O  Ramj,  the  sovereign  of  birds,  the  uncle  of  his  paternal 
relatives,  Soopwrn^,  in  size  resembling  a  mountain.  Vinuteyj,  of  mighty  prow- 
ess, addressed  him  thus :  **  Grieve  not,  O  chief  of  men,  this  slaughter  is  ap* 
proved  by  the  universe.  These  great  ones  were  reduced  to  ashes  by  Kupila 
of  unmeasurable  might.  It  is  not  proper  for  thee,  O  wise  one,  to  pour 
common  water  on  these  ashes.  Gunga,  O  chief  of  men,  is  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Uimwiit.  With  her  sacred  stream,  O  valiant  one,  perform  the  funeral  cere- 
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monies  for  thine  ancestors.  If  the  purifier  of  the  world  flow  on  them,  redu- 
cel  to  a  heap  of  ashes,  these  ashes  being  wetted  by  Gunga,  the  illuminator  of 
the  world,  the  sixty  thousand  sons  of  thy  grandfather  will  be  received  into  hea- 
ven»  May  success  attend  thee :  bring  Gwnga  to  the  earth  from  the  residence 
of  the  gods.  If  thou  art  able,  O  chief  of  men,  possessor  of  the  ample  share, 
let  the  descent  of  Gunga  be  accomplished  by  thec^  Take  the  horse  and  go 
forth.     It  is  thine^  O  hero,   for  to  complete  the  great  paternal  sacrifice/' 

Having  heard  these  words  of  Soopam^,  C/hgshot^man,  the  heroic,  speedily 
seizing  the  horse,  returned.      Then,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  being  come  to  the  king> 
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who  was  still  performing  the  initiatory  ceremonies,  he  related  to  him  the  whole 
affair,  and  the  advice  of  Soopuina.  After  hearing  the  terror-inspiring  re- 
lation of  l^ngshooman,  the  king  finished  the  sacrifice,  in  exact  conformity  to 
the  tenor  and  spirit  of  the  ordinance :  having  finished  his  sacrifice,  the 
sovereign  of  the  earth  returned  to  his  palace*  The  king,  however,  was  unable 
to  devise  any  way  for  the  descent  of  Gz^nga  from  heaven :  after  a  long  time, 
unable  to  fix  upon  any  method,  he  departed  to  heaven,  having  reigned  thirty 
thousand  years. 

Sugura  having,  O  Ramtf,  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  the  people  chose  Ungsbod^ 
man,  the  pious,  for  their  sovereign.     £/ngsh(>craan,    O  son  of  Rughoo,  was  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SECT,  xxxiv.j  THE  RAMAYIWJ.  S85 

veiy  great  monarch.  His  son  was  called  Dmleep^.  Having  placed  him 
on  the  throne,  he,  O  Raghuvtf,  retiring  to  the  pleasant  top  of  mount  Hu 
mtfvtft,  performed  the  most  severe  austerities.  This  excellent  sovereign  of 
men^  illustrious  as  the  immortals^  was  exceedingly  desirous  of  the  descent  of 
Gtmga;  but  not  obtaining  his  wish,  the  renowned  monarchy  rich  in  sacred 
austerities,  departed  to  heaven,  after  having  abode  in  the  forest  sacred  to  au« 

iterities  thirty  two  thousand  years.  DwiTeepir,  the  highly  energetic,  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  slau^ter  of  his  paternal  great  undet,  wis  over- 
whelmed with  grief;     but  was  still  unable  io  fix  upon  a  way  of  deliverance. 
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"  How  shall  I  accomplish  the  descent  of  Gunga?  How  shall  I  perform 
the  funeral  ablutions  of  these  relatives  ?  How  shall  I  deliver  them  ?*'  In 
such  cogitations  was  his  mind  constantly  engaged.  While  these  ideas  filled 
the  mind  of  the  king,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  sacred  duties,  there  was 
born  to  him  a  most  virtuous  son^  called  Bht^gee-ruth^.  The  illustrious  king 
Dwileepa  performed  many  sacrifices,  and  governed  the  kingdom  for  thirty 
thousand  years!  but,  O  chief  of  men,  no  way  of  obtaining  the  deliverance 
of  his  ancestors  appearing,  he,  by  a  disease,  discharged  the  debt  of  nature* 
Having  installed  his  own  son  Bhttgee-ri^th^  in  the  kingdom,  the  lord  of  men 
departed  to  the  paradise  oflnira,  through  the  merits  of  his  own  virtuous  deeds. 
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The  pious,  the  royal  sage,  Bhttgee-rwth^,  O  son  of  Rttgho^,  was  childless. 
Desirous  of  oflFspring,  yet  childless,  the  great  monarch  entrusted  the  kingdom 
to  the  care  of  his  counsellors,  and  having  his  heart  set  on  obtaining  the 
descent  of  Gtmga,  engaged  in  a  long  course  of  sacred  austerities  upon  the 

mountain  Cokuma.  With  hands  erected,  he,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  surrounded 
in  the  hot  season  with  five  fires,  according  to  the  prescribed  ordinance;  in  the 
cold  season  lying  in  water,  and  in  the  railiy  season  exposed  to  the  descending 
clouds,  feeding  on  fallen  leaves,"  with  his  mind  restrained,  and  his  sensual  feeU 
ings  subdued,  this  valiant  and  great  king,  continued  a  thousand  years  in  the 

^  O&e  towards  each  of  the  cardinal  points,  and  the  sun  over  his  head,  towards  which  he 
was  constantly  looking. 
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practise  of  the  most  severe  austerities.  The  magnanimous  monarch  of  ndghtjr 
arm,  having  finished  this  period,  the  <£vine  Bruhma,  the  lord  of  creaftures^ 
the  supreme  governor,  was  highly  pleased ;  and;  with  the  gods,  going  near  to 
the  great  Bhugee-rvtha,  employed  in  sacred  austerities,  he  said,  **  O  king  Bht^ 
gee-ruth^r,  sovereign  of  men,  completely  won  by  austerities,  I  am  propitious* 
O  performer  of  sacred  vows,  ask  a  blessing/^  The  mighty^  the  illustrious 
Bhwgee-rMth^,  with  hands  respectfully  joined,  replied  to  the  sire  of  all;,  **  O 
divine  one,  if  thou  art  pleased  with  me,  if  the  fruit  of  my  austerities  may  be 
granted,  let  all  the  sons  of  Sugura  obtain  water  for  their  iimeral  riteft*       The^ 
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sshes  of  the  great  ones  being  wetted*  by  the  water  of  Gunga,  let  all  my  an* 
cestors  ascend  to  the  eternal  heaven.^  Let  a  child,  O  divine  one,  be  granted 
to  us,  that  OUT  family  become  not  extinct*  O  god,  let  this  great  blessing 
be  granted  to  the  family  of  Ikshwdkoo."'  The  venerable  sire  of  all  replied  to 
the  ling  thus  requesting,  in  the  sweetest  and  most  pleasing  accents  r  **^  Bhu^ 
gee-ruther,  thou  mighty  charioteer,  be  this  great  wish  of  thine  heart  accom^ 
plished.  Let  prosperity  attend  thee,  thou  increaser  of  the  famHy  of  /kshw»- 
luK?.      £ngagc  Hmk,  O  king,  to  receive  (in  her  descent,)  Gi^nga,  the  eldest 

1  The  heaven  from  which  there  caa  be  oe  fall» 
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daughter  of  the  mountain  HimuvuL  The  earthi  O  king,  cannot  sustain  the 
descent  of  Gunga,  nor  beside  Shoolee  ^  do  I  behold  any  one,  O  king,  able  to 
receive  her.  The  creator,  having  thus  replied  to  the  king,  and  spoken  to 
Gunga,  returned  to  heaven  with  the  Muroots  and  all  the  gods. 

Thus  far  the  thirty-fourth  Section ;  describing  the  gift  of  the  blessing  to 
Bhugee-rutha. 

^  Shiva,  from  Shoola,  the  spear  which  he  held. . 
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SECTION    XXXV. 

Pruja<putt  being  gone,  Bhugee-rutha,  O  KAtna,  with  uplifted  arm,  with- 
out support,  without  a  helper,  immoveable  as  a  dry  tree,  and  feeding  otl  air, 
remained  day  and  night  on  the  tip  of  his  great  toe,  upon  the  afflicted  earth. 
A  full  year  having  now  elapsed,  the  husband  of  (7(?ina,  and  the  lord  of  animals, 
who  is  reverenced  by  air  worlds,  said  to  the  king,  **  I  an  propitious  to  thee, 
O  chief  of  men;  I  wfll  accomplish  thy  utmost  desire,"  To  him  the  sovereign 
replied,    '*  O  Huta,  receive  Gunga/'     Bhwrgt?,*  thus  addressed,  replied,  '•  I 

^  Sluv«. 
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will  perform  thy  desire;    I  will  receive  her  on  my  Iiead,  the  daughter  of  the 

I 
I 

mountain/'  Muheshwvrtf ^  then^  mounting  on  the  summit  of  Htmuvut,  address- 
,  ed  Gangtf ,  the  river  flowing  in  the  atther,  nytng^  **  Descend  O  Gtifaga/'  The 
ddest  daughter  of  Htmnvut,  adored  by  the  univene,  having  heard  the  words  of 
the  lord  of  Ooma,  was  filled  with  anger^  and  asiumii^g,  O  Ranuf»  a  form  of 
amazing  size,  with  insupportable  celerity,  fell  from  the  air  upon  the  auspiciotts 
head  of  Shiva.  The  goddess  Gungk,  iiresistihle,  thought  withia  herself,  I 
will  bear  down  Sh{aik»rawithmy^trea]»i  and  enter  Patahi/'  The  divine  Himr^ 
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the  three-eyed  god  was  aware  of  her  proud  resolution,  and  being  angiy,  det- 
lermined  to  prevent  her  design.  The  purifier,  fallen  upon  the  sacred  head 
of  Rocdra,  was  detained,  O  Rama,  in  the  recesses  of  the  orb  of  his  Juta,  le- 
:sembling  Htmuvut,  and  was  unable,  by  the  greatest  efforts  to  descend  to  the 
earth.  From  the  borders  of  the  orb  of  his  Jttta,  the  goddess  could  not  obtain 
regress,  but  wandered  there  for  many  series  of  years.  Thus  situated,  fihzegoe^ 
hithtf  beheld  her  wandering  there,  and  again  engaged  in  severe  austerities. 
With  these  austeritiesi  O  son  of  Rwghoo,  Hura  being  greatly  pleased,  discharged 
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Gttnga  towards  the  lake  Vindoo*  In  her  flowing  forth  seven  streams  were 
produced^  Three  of  these  streams/  beautiful,  filled  with  water  conveying 
happiness,  Hladmee,^  Pavt^nee,^  and  Nulmee,*  directed  their  course  east, 
ward;  while  SoochuhiiOOy^  Seet^?,^  and  Sindhoa/  three  pellucid  mighty  rivei^ 
Soiled  to  the  west.  The  seventh  of  these  streams  followed  king  Bh«gee- 
rtithtf.  The  royal  sage/ the  illustrious  Bh«gce.rKth«,  seated  on  a  resplendant 
car,    led  the  way,   while   G^nga  followed.      Pouring  doivTi  from  the  sky 

1  Literally,  "three  Gj/ngas/'     M'herever  a  part  of  Gtmga  flows,,  it  is  dignified  with  her 
name :  thus  the  Hindoos  say  the  Gvnga  of  Prvyag^i,  &c. 
2  The  giver  of  joy.        3  The  purifier*        *  Abounding  with  water-        ^  Beautiful  eyed. 
«  White,        ^  Probably  the  Indus. 
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upon  the  head  of  Shunkura,  and  afterward  upon  the  earth,  her  streams 
rolled  along  with  a  clear  shrill  sound.  The  earth  was  willingly  chqs- 
en  by  the  fallin^^  fishes,  the  turtles,  the  porpoises,  and  the  birds.  The  royal 
sages,  the  G«ndh«rvas,  the  Yukshas,  and  the  Siddhas  beheld  her  falling  from 
the  aether  to  the  earth;  yea  the  gods,  immeasureable  in  power,  filled  with 
surprize,  came  thither  with  chariots  resembling  a  city,  horses,  and  elephants, 
and  litters,  desirous  of  seeing  the  wonderful,  and  unparalleled  descent  of 
Gwnga  into  the  world.    Irradiated  by  the  descending  gods,  and  the  splendor 
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of  their  ornaments,  the  cloudless  atmosphere  shone  with  the  splendor  of 
an  hundred  suns,  while  by  the  uneasy  porpoises,  the  serpents,  and  the  fishes^ 
the  air  was  coruscated  as  with  lightnings.  Through  the  white  foam  of  the  wa* 
ters,  spreading  in  a  thousand  directions,  and  the  flights  of  water  fowl,  the  atmos- 
phere appeared  filled  with  autumnal  clouds.  The  water,  pure  from  defile- 
ment, falling  from  the  head  of  Shwnkt^r^,  and  thence  to  the  earth,  ran  in  some 
places  with  a  rapid  stream,  in  others  in  a  tortuous  current;  here  widely 
spreading,    there  descending  into  caverns,  and  again  spouting  upward ;    in 
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some  places  it  moved  slowly,  stream  uniting  with  stream,  while  repelled 
in  others,  it  rose  upwards,  and  again  fell  to  the  earth.     Knowing  its  purity, 

the  sages,  the  Gundharv^s,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earlh,  touched  the 
water,  fallen  from  the  body  of  Bhwv^.t  Those  who,  through  a  curse,  had 
fallen  from  heaven  to  earth,  having  performed  ablution  in  this  stream,  became 
free  from  sin.  Cleansed  from  sin  by  this  water^  and  restored  to  happiness, 
they  entered  the  sky,  and  returned  again  to  heaven.  By  this  illustrious  stream 
was  the  world  rejoiced ;  and  by  performing  ablution  in  Gwng^,  became  free  from 
impurity^ 

^  Sb«v.i7,  thf  ex  is  tan  t. 
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The  royal  sage  Bhwgee-rwth^ ,  full  of  energy,  went  before,  seated  on  his 
resplendent  car,  while  Gwnga  followed  after.  The  gods,  O  Rama,  with 
the  sages,  the  Dity^s,  the  Danuyas,  the  Rakshttses,  the  chief  Gundhwrvtfs,  and 
Yttkshfls,  with  the  Kmnwr^s,  the  chief  serpents,  and  all  the  Up&uras,  together 
with  the  aquatic  animals,  following  the  chariot  of  Bhttgee-rutha,  attended 
Gunga.  Whither  king  Bhugee-ruth^  went  thither  went  the  renowned  Gunga^ 
the  chief  of  streams,  the  destroyer  of  oil  sin. 

After  this,   Gt^nga  in  her  course  inundated  the  sacrificial  ground  of  the 
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great  Jwhnoo,  of  astonishing  deeds,  who  was  then  offering  sacrifice.  Juhnca, 
O  RaghttVfl,  perceiving  her  pride,  enraged,  drank  up  the  whole  of  the  water  of 
G«nga :  a  most  astonishing  deed !  At  this  the  gods,  the  Gwndhttrv^s,  and 
the  sages,  exceedingly  surprized,  adored  the  great  JuYmaa,  the  most  excellent 
of  men,  and  named  Gunga  the  daughter  of  this  great  sage*  The  illustrious 
chief  of  men,  pleased,  discharged  Gwnga  fit)m  his  ears*  Having  liberated 
her,  he,  recognizing  the  great  Bhwgee-ruthfl,  the  chief  of  kings,  then  present, 
duly  honoured  him,  and  returned  to  the  place  of  sacrifice.  From  this  did 
Gt^nga,  the  daughter  of  Ji«hnco,  obtain  the  name  Jahnuvee. 
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Gunga  now  went  forward  again,  following  the  chariot  of  Bhugee-rtfthtf. 
Having  reached  the  sea,  the  chief  of  streams  proceeded  t  j  Patak,  to  accom« 
plish  the  work  of  Bhugee-ruthtf.  The  wise  and  royal  sage,  having  with  great 
labour  conducted  Gunga  thither,  there  beheld  his  ancestors,  reduced  to  ashes. 
Then,  O  chief  of  Rwgho^'s  race,  that  heap  of  ashes,  bathed  by  thpf  Excellent 
waters  of  Gwnga,  and  purified  from  sin,  the  50ns  of  the  king  obtaitHed  heaven* 
Having  arrived  at  the  sea  the  king,  followed  by  Gtinga,  entered  the  subter- 
raneous regions,  where  lay  the  sacred  ashes.  After  these,  O  Ramii,  had 
been  laved  by  the  water  of  Gunga,  Bruhma,  the  lord  of  all,  thus  ad- 
dressed the  king:  "O  chief  of  men,  thy  predecessors,  the  sixty  thousand 
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sons  of  the  great  Sugura,  are  all  delivered  by  thee :  and  the  great  and  peren- 
nial receptacle  of  water,  called  by  Sagttra's  name,  shall  henceforth  be  univer- 
sally known  by  the  appellation  of  Sagwr^ .*  As  long,  O  king,  as  the  waters 
of  the  sea  continue  in  the  earth,  so  long  shall  the  sons  of  Sugura  remain  in 
heaven,  in  all  the  splendor  of  gods.  This  Gwnga,  O  king,  shall  be  thy  el- 
dest daughter,  known  throughout  the  three  woAfc  (by  the  name)  Bhagee-n^- 
thee ;  and  because  she  passed  through  the  earth,  the  chief  of  rivers  shall  be 
called  Gwnga^  throughout  the  universe.  (She  shall  also  be)  called  Tnpz^th^* 
ga  on  account  of  her  proceeding  forward  in  three  diEFerent  directions,    water- 

^  Sagffra  is  one  of  the  most  common  names  for  the  sea  which  the  Hindoos  hare. 

*  From  the  root  Gum,  signifying  motion. 
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ing  the  three  worlds.  Thus  is  she  named  by  the  gods  and  the  sages:  she  is 
called  Gttnga,  O  sovereign  of  the  Vashyas,  on  account  of  her  flowing  through 
Gang  ;i  and  her  third  name,  O  thou  observer  of  vows,  is  Bhagee-ruthee« 
O  accomplished  one,  through  affection  to  thee,  and  regard  to  me,  these  names 
will  remain  :  as  long  as  Giraga,  the  great  river,  shall  remain  in  the  world,  so 
long  shall  thy  deathless  fame' live  throughout  the  universe.  Olordofmen^ 
O  king,   perform  here  the  funeral  rites  of  all  thine  ancestors.     Relinquish  thy 

vows,«  O  king.  This  devout  wish  of  theirs  was  not  obtained  by  thine  ancestors 

« 

*  The  Earth. 

2  T  he  end  of  tb J  vows  is  accomplished,    therefore  now   relinquish  thy  vows  of  being  an 


ascetic. 
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highly  renowned,  chief  among  the  pious;  not  by  l7ngsh(>oman,  unparalleled 
in  the  universe,  so  earnestly  desiring  (he  descent  of  Gwnga,  O  beloved  one, 
was  this  object  of  desire  obtained.  Nor,  O  possessor  of  prosperity,  O 
sinless  one,  could  she  be  (obtained)  by  thine  illustrious  father  DwHeep^, 
the  Rajursht'  eminently  accomplished,  whose  energy  was  equal  to  that  of  a 
Muhurshi,  ^  and  who,  established  in  all  the  virtues  of  the  Kshutr^s,  in  sacred 
austerities  equalled  myself.  This  great  design  has  been  fully  accomplished 
by  thee,  O  chief  of  men ;  thy  fame,  the  blessing  so  much  desired,  will  spread 
throughout  the  world.    O  subduer  of  enemies,  this  descent  of  Gt^nga  has  been 

1  See  note,  page  100. 
Aaa  3 
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effected  by  thee.  This  Gunga  is  the  great  abode  of  virtue :  by  this  deed 
thou  art  become  possessed  of  the  divinity  itself.  In  this  stream  constantly 
bathe  thyself,  O  chief  of  men ;  purified,  O  most  excellent  of  mortals,  be  a 
partaker  of  the  fruit  of  holiness ;  perform  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  all  thy 
ancestors.  May  blessings  attend  thee,  O  chief  of  men  :  I  return  to  heaven." 
The  renowned  one,  the  sovereign  of  the  gods,  the  sire  of  the  universe,  having 
thus  spoken,  returned  to  heaven. 

King  Bhwgee-rttthtf,   the  royal  sage,   having  performed  the  funeral  ccrcmo* 
nics  of  the  descendants  of  Sugura,   in  proper  order  of  succession,  according  to 
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the  ordinance ;  the  renowned  one,  having  also,  O  chief  of  men,  performed 
the  customary  ceremonies,  and  purified  himself,  returned  to  his  own  city, 
where  he  governed  the  kingdom.  Having  (again),  O  Raghwv^,  possessed  of 
abundant  wealth,  obtained  their  king,  his  people  rejoiced;  their  sorrow  was 
completely  removed ;  they  increased  in  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  were 
freed  from  disease » 

Thus,  O  Rama,  has  the  story  of  Gzmga  been  related  at  large  by  me.  May 
prosperity  attend  thee  ;  may  every  good  be  thine.  The  evening  is  fast  receding. 
He  who  causes  this  relation,  securing  wealth,  fame,  longevity,  posterity,  and 
heaven,  to  be  heard  among  the  brahmans,  the  Kshutriyas,  or  the  other  tribes 
of  men,  his  ancestors  rejoice^  and  to  him  are  the  gods  propitious :  and  he  who 
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hears  this  admirable  story  of  the  descent  of  Gunga,  ensuring  long  life,  shall  ob« 
tain,  O  Kalu^otstha,  all  the  wishes  of  his  heart.  All  his  sins  shall  be  destroy- 
edy  and  his  life  and  fame  be  abundantly  prolonged. 

End  of  the  thirty-fifth  Section,  describing  the  descent  of  Gi/nga, 
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Having  heard  the  words  of  Vtshwa-mitr^i,  Rzghuva  with  hvkshmunay  full 
of  astonishment^  thus  replied,  *'  O  brahman,  most  astonishing  is  this  admir- 
able story  related  by  thee,  of  the  sacred  descent  of  Gunga  and  the  filling 
of  the  sea  with  waten^  To  me,  revolving  in  mind  these  thy  words,  O 
thou  eminent  in  sacred  austerities,  this  night  has  appeared  but  an  instant* 
By  me  and  Soumitri  has  this  whole  night  been  spent  in  reflecting  on 
the  excellent  words  of  Vishwa-nutra.**    The  clear  dawn  of  the  morning  now 


%  The  sea,  thoogli  dug  before  the  descent  of  Gtrnga,  is  by  the  Htndoos  supposed  to  have  been 
empty  of  water. 
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appearing,  Raghuvj,  the  subduer  of  enemies,  again  said  to  Vishwa-m/tm,  rich 
in  sacred  austerities,  who  had  already  performed  his  morning  devotions, 
"  This  divine  night  has  passed  in  conversation  wonderful  to  he  heard;    let  us 

cross  the  chief  of  streams,  the  pure  river  Tr/pwtha-ga.  This^boat,  the  gentle 
conveyance  of  the  sages  employed  in  holy  deeds,  the  sages  knowing  thee,  the 
divine  one,  to  be  here,  have  speedily  brought."  Hearing  these  words  of  the 
great  Raghwv^,  the  son  of  Kooshika  caused  the  company^  of  sages  to  be. 
wafted  over. 

Arrived  on  the  north  side,  the  chief  of  sages  beheld  there  the  ascetics  inccs-r 
santly  devoted  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  sacred  vows,  and  paying  them  the 
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customary  honours,  departed  with  Raghttva  to  the  pleasant  city  of  Vtshaltf, 
ijesembling  the  divine  abode  of  the  gods.  Arrived  at  the  city,  built  by 
Vtshala,  Ram<z,  profound  in  understanding,  with  hands  respectfully  joined, 
addressed  Vtshwa-mttra,  "  O  great  sage,  what  royal  and  august  family  is 
there  in  Vtshala  ?  I  desire  to  hear;  prosperity  attend  thee ;  (in  hearing  these 
things)  I  feel  high  cnjcymcnt."  At  these  words  of  Rama,  the  chief  of 
sages  began  to  relate  the  ancient  affairs  of  Vtshala  (saying)  *♦  Attend,  O  Rama, 
to  me  relating  the  admirable  story  of  Shttkni.  O  Raghuva,  hear  the  things 
which  formerly  happened  io  this  country : 

B  bb 
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*•  Formerly,  O  Rdima,  in  the  Siitya  Yoog^,  tHe  mighty  sons  of  Dui,  and' 
those  of  Uditi,  prosperous,  puissant,  and  truly  virtuous,  sons  of  the  great: 
Kushyupa,  and  respectively  the  children  of  sisters,  v;ho  were  wives  of  the- 
same  husband,  these  brethren,  mutually  eager  for  supremacy,  haughtily  con- 
temned each  other.  U^onthis,  O^chief  of  men,  a  thought  arose  in  the  minds  of 
these  great  ones,  How  may  we  become  immortal,  incorruptible,  and  free  from- 
disease  ?  Thus  reflecting,  they  fbrmed'a  resolution,  *  Bringing  a  variety 
of  medicines,  and  throwing  them  here  and'there,  we  all  will  unitedly  chum 
the  sea  Ksheerod^-^  The  quintessence  whicli  will  be  produced  we  will. 
1  The  ocean  of  milk. 
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then  drink.    Thus  shall  we  become  immortal^  incorraptible,  free  from  disease, 
possessed  of  vigour,  .and  might,  and  be  clothed  in  rehilgence  and  glory^ 

*'  Having  thus  determined,  making  Muniura  the  churning  staflF,  and  Vasooki 
the  agitating  rope,  they  churned  the  sea,  the  residence  of  Vuroona,  for  a 
thousand  years,  the  heads  of  the  serpent,  the  agitating  rope,  meanwhile  biting 
tbe  rock  vomited  dreadful  poison.  By  this  was  produced  a  fiery  and  most 
poisonous  venom,  which  infiamed  the  whole  world,  together  with  the  gods,  the 
infemals,  and  men.    Seeking  an  asylum,  the  gods  repaired  to  the  great  deity 
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Shtankura^  the  lord  of  beasfs,  even  to  Roodra ;  and  crying  •  Save  \  save  !*^ 
stood  before  hinxt  The  divine  one,  the  sovereign  of  the  gods,  the  lord  of  all^ 
thus  addressed  by  the  gods,  rendered  himself  visible.  Hurt  also,  possessor  of 
the  conch  and  the  discus,  appeared  there,  and,  smiling,  thus  addressed  Roa- 
drtf,  lord  of  the  trident,!  *  O  chief  of  gods,  whatever  is  iSrst  produced  ia  this 
sea,  now  churned  by  the  gods,  belongs  to  thee ;  for  thou  art  the  first  bom 
among  the  gods.  O  chief  one,  receive  the  first  tribute  placed  here ;  (receive) 
this  venom/  Having  said  this,  the  lord  of  the  celestials  disappeared.  At  thes« 
mrords  of  Shamgin,   Hur^',  beholding  the  terror  of  the  gods^  received  the 

1  ''  Trident/'  TmeoU  or  threefofked  weapon.    Tkit  k  part  of  the  insiguia  by  which  Shi y«  m 
often  described. 
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dreadful  poison>  as  though  k  had  been  Umtita.     The  sovereigii  of  the  gods, 
the  divine  Uura,   having  dismissed  the  celestials,  departed. 

•*  After  this,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  the  gods,  and  the  Usooras  churned  again,  and 
the  churning  staflF,  the  migb  ty  moutntain,  penetrated  even  to  Fatal  j.  Upon  this 
the  gods,  with  the  Gimdhwvixs^  praised^  the  destroyer  of  Mudhoo  :  "Thou 
art  the  asylum  of  all  creatures,  the  peculiar  asylum  of  the  celestial  tribes ; 
preserve  us,  O  thou  of  mighty  arm.  Thou  alone  art  able  to  raise  up  the 
mountain."  Hearing  this,  Hrisheekesh^*  assumed  the  form  of  a  tortoise,  and  re* 

1  This  is  eiiactly  in  the  Hindoo  mode :  wbcncve r  s  person  of  tbis  nation  wishes  to  obtain  a 
iavottr^  if  he  be  permitUd,  be  will  begin  by  egregiously  flattering  the  person  on  wboia  he  hopei 
to  prey»l. 

«  A  name  of  Vi8hn^#.  From  Hnsbeeka  and  Eesbc.  Hrishcelw  is  arterm  tised  to  denote  the 
ten  organs  of  the  body,  dye  of  action  and  five  of  perception ;  among  the  latter  of  which  is 
reckoned  the  mind,      Eesha  denotes  lord  or  governor. 
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ceiving  the  mountain  on  his  back,  the  divine  Huvi  ^  lay  dot^n  in  the  &ca ; 
Keshuva,^  the  spirit  of  the  universe,  with  bis  hand  taking  hold  of  the  peak 
of  the  mountain  Poorooshottuma^  now  churned  the  sea,  standing  in  the  midst 
of  the  gods.  In  a  thousand  years*  churning  arose,  with  his  staflF  and  Kumun* 
duloo  the  sacred  personage  Dhwnnuntttri,  filled  with  the  science  of  medicine, 
Afterwards  were  produced  the  resplendent  l/psur^s.  Produced  by  the  churn- 
ing in  the  waters  (Upsoo),  and  from^Rwstf,  these  beautiftil  damsek  were 

1  lluri,  another  name  of  Vishnoo. 

2  Keshttvfl,  another  name  of  Vishnoo ;  which  name,  accordiug  to  the  pundits,  is  composed  of 
ka,  Bri/mha  ;  ecsha,  Sb/ vo,  and  va,  Vishnoo. 

^  Another  name  of  \7shnoo,  composed  of  Pooroosho  a  male,  and  Oottuma  chief  or  excellent^ 

4  Z7p  means  water,  the  7^^  case  plural  of  which  is  UpsoOf  from  which,  and  from  Rmsa,  the 
sensation  of  taste,  is  formed  the  term  Upsurus. 
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called  UpsuTa\  Six  hundred  millions,  O  chief  of  men,  were  the  number  of 
these  resplendent  and  divine  Upsuras^  of  celestial  form,  adorned  with  glorious 
ornaments,  and  endowed  with  beauty,  youth,  sweetness,  and  every  grace,  O 
most  excellent  of  Rughoo'^s  race:  theirfemale  attendants  were  innumerable. 
(Not  having  undergone  the  legal  purification,)  none  of  the  gods  or  the  Danw- 
vas  received  these  damsels  in  marriage ;.  hence  they  all  remained  without  a  lord» 

"  After  this,    O  son  of  Rughoo,  v/as  produced^  the  daughter  of  Vuroenu, 
Vartonee,^   seeking  for  acceptance.     The  sons  of  Dm,   O  Ram^,  did  not 


.Spirituous  liqaonb. 
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receive  the  daughter  of  Vuroona ;  upon  which,  O  hero,  the  sons  of  Uditi  ac- 
cepted the  inestimable  damsel.  On  this  account  therefore  are  the  descendants 
of  Dm  called  Usooras,^  while  the  descendants  of  Z/dui,  are  termed  Sooras^ 
By  the  reception  of  Varoonec  the  glad  Sooras  were  filled  with  pleasure.  After 
thisi  O  chief  of  men,  came  up  (7(7chishr»va,  the  chief  of  horses,  and  the  chief 
i>f  jewels  Koust(?d?bhtf,  and  the  god  Sonm.^  To  the  sovereign  of  the  gods  * 
was  the  horse  presented,  and  to  Keshuv^  the  jewel  Koustoobh^,       Formed 

*  tTswrn,  rejecting  spiritaous  liquors.    Se&ra,  means  any  fwrncntcd  liquor. 
•    ^  SMr4«,  or  those  drinking  spirituous  liquors. 

^  The  mooit,  in  mythology  Sotaa,  cbvndra,  &c* 

*  Indra. 
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of  the  science  of  medicine,   the  illustrious  Dhunnuntun,   eminent  in  the  pre- 
servation cf  the  universe,  remained  for  the  use  of  all. 

The  gods,  the  Uscotas,  and  the  Gundhttrr'^s,  again  agitating  the  sea,  after 
a  long  time  appe^^red  the  great  goddess  inhabiting  the  lotos,  clothed  M'ith 
superhtive  bcittity,  in  the  first  bloom  of  youth,  covered  with  ornaments, 
and  bearinff^vcry  (auspiciousj  sign,  adorned  with  a  crown,  with  bracelets 
on  her  ^^rm,  her  jetty  locks  flowing  in  ringlets,  and  her  body  which 
resemb]^d  burning  gold  adorned  with  ornaments  of  pearls.         This  great 

goddess  appeared  with  four  arms,  holding  a  lotos  in  her  hand,  her  counte- 
nanc^e  incomparable  in  beauty.    Thus  was  produced,  the  goddess  Pudma,i  or 

Shrc^^*  adored  by  the  whole  universe,  Pudma,  by  name.       She  took  up  her 

abj)de  in  the  bosom  of  Pudma-nabha,  even  of  Huri, 

1  The  water-lily.  *  Prosperity.  C  c  c 
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Afterward,  O  chief  of  men,  was  produced  the  excellent  ITmrita,  upon 
which  ensued,  O  Ramtf,  a  tremendous  slaughter  in  these  two  families.  The 
sons  of  Uditi  fought  with  the  sons  of  Diti,  All  the  l/soor^s  with  the 
Rakshi^ses  coming  together,  O  hero,  there  was  a  dreadful  combat  astonishing 
to  the  universe.  When  all  were  exhausted,  Vishnoo  the  kjighty,  assuming^ 
by  illusion,  the  form  of  a  captivating  damsel,  speedily  stol^  the  UmxiUt^ 
The  Usooras  having  gone  into  the  presence  of  the  imperishabI3  Vishnoo, 
the  chief  of  beings,   were  crushed  in  the  fight,   by  the  mighty  Vtshiio(^,  the 
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pcrvader  of  all:  thus  by  the  heroic  sons  of  Uditi  were  the  sons  of  Diti  slain. 
In  this  most  dreadful  conflict  between  the  Diteyas  and  the  celestials,  the 
former  being  subdued,  'PooTun^ra  received  the  kingdom,  and  with  joyful 
mind  governed  the  universe,  with  the  sages,  and  the  Charwn^^s. 

Thus  far  the  thirty-sixth  Section,  describing  the  production  of  the  Umrita. 
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SECTION    XXXVIIc 

Thus  bcrefc  of  her  children  by  the  gods,  the  goddess  Dili,  full  of  distress, 
addressed  her  husband  Kushyupa,  the  son  of  Mureech^,  '*  O  divine  one, 
by  Indra  and  the  rest  of  thy  sons,  am  I  bereft  of  children.  I  desire  an  Indxa* 
destroying  son,  the  fruit  of  long  austerities.  Those  austerities  will  I  perform ; 
but  to  bestow  conception  is  thine ;  this  obtained,  I  shall  produce  a  son 
capable  of  destroying  Indra"  The  son  of  Mareech^,  the  illustrous  Kwshywp^ , 
hearing  her  words,  replied  to  the  deeply  afflicted  Dili,  •*  Be  this  blessing 
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thine ;  peace  be  to  thee,  remain  pure,  O  devout  one,  and  thou  shalt  bear 
the  desired  son,  capable  of  destroying  Indra^  Continuing  pure  for  a  full 
thousand  years,  through  me  shalt  thou  conceive  an  /ndr^-destroying  son. " 
Having  thus  spoken,  the  energetic  sage  gently  stroked  her  with  his  hand. 
After  touching  her,  and  saying  "  Happiness  attend  thee,"  he  departed  to 
practise  austerities.  He  being  gone,  O  chief  of  Rughoo's  race,  Ditt  full  of 
joy,  remained  performing  sacred  austerities  near  a  stream  of  flowing  water, 

Shifkrtf  himself  now  coming,  he,  thoroughly  versed  in  delusion,  stood  near 
her  engaged  in  sacred  austerities,  and  attending  her,   Poorwndttra  carefully 
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brought  in  due  season  the  sacrificial  wood,  and  the  Koosha ,^  with  fruits,  and 
roots,  and  flowers,  and  water,  and  fire.  Constantly  rubbing  her  body,  and 
chasing  away  fatigue,   he  attended  her  through   all  the  sacred  ceremonies. 

O  son  of  Rughoo,  When  only  ten  years  remained  of  the  thousand,  Dili, 
highly  pleased,  said  to  the  thousand-eyed  god,  "1  am  gratified,  O  thousand- 
eyed  one;  when  ten  years  more  are  expired,  thou  wilt  behold  an  excellent 
brother;  with  peculiar  efforts  have  I  on  thine  account  obtained  this  son. 
With  this  excelleul  brother  shalt  thou  share  the  kingdom."      Having  spoken 

t  The  sacred  grass,  Poa  cynosuroides. 
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thus  to  Shukia,  Dili  somewhat  relaxed  by  her  confidence  in  Shukra,  slept 
near  Shukra,  with  her  feet  occupying  the  place  of  her  head.  Seeing  her  thus 
become  impure,  through  the  locks  of  her  head  touching  her  feet,  and  her  head 
occupying  the  place  of  her  feet»  Shukra  rejoicing  laughed  aloud..  The  sub- 
duer  of  Bula,  with  the  Vujrd  (in  his  hand),  the  weapon  with  an  hundred 
protuberances,  then  entering  her  exposed  body  divided  the  foetus  into  seven 
pieces,  and  each  of  these,  alive  and  uttering  cries  of  distress,  he  again  divided 
into  seven.  Thus  mangled  with  the  Vujra,  O  Rama,  the  foetus  in  the  womb 
wept    with  a  loud   voice;     upon  which   Dili  understood  (the  matter). 
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Shwkrfl  then  said  to  the  weeping  foetus,  "  Do  not  weep/'i  and  again^  Vastsvtf 
pierced  the  sobbing  foetus  with  the  Vwjm.  Dm  then  cried  to  him,  •♦  It  must 
not  be  destroyed,  it  must  not  be  destroyed/*  At  this  Shukrff,  through  filial 
regard,  came  forth,  and  having  stood  with  hands  respectfully  joined,  thus 
addressed  the  godde5s,  "  Thou,  O  goddess,  wast  sleeping,  unclean  through  the 
production  of  thine  head  having  touched  thy  feet.  Having  found  an  oppor- 
tunity I  therefore  slew  the  foetus  designed  for  my  destruction.  O  goddess, 
it  becomes   thee  to  forgive  me."     The  conceived  foetus,   being  thus  divided 

^  They  are  said  from  this  bircumstance,  -to  be  called  Mtrroots,  from  tfee  prohibitive  Maaud 
Rooda,  Maroodff,  cry  not.    Some,  however,  derive  ih€  word  from  a  different  root. 

«  It  is  customary  among  the  Hindoos  f6r  a  person  to  call  all  his  father's  wives  by  the 

of  mother. 
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into  forty.nine  parts,  Dm,  deeply  afiFected,  said  to  the  thousand-eyed  one, 
difficult  to  be  conquered,  "  Through  my  crime  is  this  foetus  divided  into  ma- 
ny parts.  To  thee,  seeking  merely  thine  own  safety,  there  can  he  no  fault 
imputed.*  The  case  being  thus,  O  sovereign  of  the  gods,  O  beloved,  grant 
my  one  request;  let  these  forty.nine  be  called  Muroots,  and,  employed  in  thy 
commands,  traverse  the  seven  Vatttsk«ndhas.»  With  these  my  seven  sons, 
the  Muroots,  conquer  thine  enemies :  let  some  of  them  traverse  the  world  of 

I  This  seems  consonant  with  an  idea  pretty  current  among  the  Hindoos,  that  crime,  com- 
mitted  merely  with  a  vife^  to  a  person's  own  safety  or  advantage,  are,  at  most,  bat  venial  trans- 
gressions.  When  it  is  considered  that  in  this  idea  are  included  lying,  cheating,  and  m  this  m- 
stance  a  most  brutal  murder,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  effect  this  must  have  on  the  morals  and  con- 
duct  of  a  nation,  by  whom  these  stories  are  heard  with  attention  and  reverence. 
.  *  The  Vat«sk«ndh«  are  those  divisions  of  the  atmosphere  in  which  the  different  winds  blow. 
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Bmhxna,  and  others  that  of  /ndr^,  while  others  of  them,  at  thy  command,  tra-» 

verse  the  (different)  points  of  the  compass.    Let  the  Muroots,  become  gods,  pos-  - 

sessing  divine  fame,  and  feeding  on  ambrosia,  constantly  performing  thy  com- 

mands,  Q  Shukra,  do  according;  to  my  word." 

# 
Shukr^z,   excelling  in  might,   hearing  her  request,   O  Raghuva,  with  hands  . 

i^spectftilly  joinedi  replied,,  '*  Be  it  so :  thy  sons  shall  be  known  by  the  name 
conferred  by  thee  ;  at  my  command  they  shall  be  called  Muroots,  and  assume 
divine  fornw.  In  all  things^  1  will  fully  perform  thy  request.  These  thy  sons 
feeding  on  ambrosia,  shall .  with  me  traverse  the  three  worlds,  fearless  and 
without  fatigue.  Be  at  ease ;  peace  be  to  thee;  Iwill  perform  thy  words. 
Whatever  I  have  sgoken  to  thee  shall  undoubtedly  come  to  pass." 
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Having  calmed  the  mind  of  his  mother,  they  both,  O  Ramtf,  went  to  hea- 
ven, their  work  being  fully  accomplished.  We  have  heard,  O  Kdkootstha, 
that  this  is  the  country  formerly  inhabited  by  Muhendr^r,  when  he  attended 
Dili  eminent  in  sacred  austerities.  Here  Vishala,  the  devout  son  of  /kshwa- 
h>Of  the  royal  sage,  was  bom  of  CHumb^^sha.  By  him  was  built,  O  Rama, 
this  beautiful  city  Vishalee.  King  Hema-chwndra  was  the  son  of  Vishala,  and 
the  son  of  Hema-chundra  was  So^chundra  greatly  renowned.      The  son  of 
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Soochuadra  was  called  Dhoomrashwa,  and  Srtnjuy^t  was  the  son  of  Dhooow 
rashwa ;  Swvrntf-shtheeree  so  named,  was  the  son  of  Srinjuya.  The  son  <^ 
Swurna-shtheeree  was  called  Krishashwa;  the  highly  illustrioas  Soma-dtttta 
was  the  son  of  Knshashwtf;  and  Junumejuya,  the  son  of  Somtf-duttd?^ 
his  son  the  puissant  Vrutnutt\  O  Kakootstha,  chief  of  men,  now  governs  this 
city.  O  powerful  one,  all  the  kings  of  ikshwakoo^s  race  are  from  hence  called 
Vishah'kjs,  remarkable,  O  mighty  one^  for  longe\'ity  and  length  of  arm»  Toi 
night,  O  Rama,  we  will  remain  at  ease  here,  and  in  the  early  dawn,  O  Ra« 
--     ghuva,  we  shall  certainly  behold  jumika^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«8CT.  xxxvu.]  THE  RAMAYUNA.  4«9 

^xiT^^  it^^tt:  %r^:  Hr^r  ,f hot^  r 

Viumtiti  the  king,  having  heard  of  the  arrival  of  Vishwa-mitrtf,  went  with 
his  preceptor  and  presented  the  magnanimous  one  with  water  for  his  feet^  with 
the  I7rghytf ,  and  a  seat*  With  hands  respectfully  joined,  he  then,  enquiring 
about  his  welfare,  said,  "  1  am  purified,  I  enjoy  a  high  favour,  my  possessions 
are  honoured  by  the  presence  of  a  sage;  no  one  is  more  blessed  than  I» 
To  day  the  design  of  my  birth  is  fully  completed,  the  desire  of  my  heart  is 
accomplished;  I  behold  thee^  O  brahman,  near  mysdf  in  peace/'' 

End  rfthc  thirty  seventh  Section,  describing  the  interview  with  Pramtttf* 
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15E.CTI0N    XXXVIII* 

^istiwdL'Tnitra  and  Vrumuti  having  reciprocally  enquired  respecting  each 
other's  welfare,  the  latter  said  to  the  former,  "  Tell  me,  OdivineonCi  whence, 
and  whose  are  those  two  youths,  possessed  of  a  divkie  forai,  in  their  mien  ma« 
jestic  as  the  tyger,  and  fearless  as  the  bull,  their  ample  jeye  resembling  the  pe« 
tal  of  the  water  lily,  dothed  with  excellent  armour,  in  the  bloom  of  youth, 
(in  beauty)  rivalling  the  l^shwinees,  resembling  immortals,  vhovdwitMly  de- 
scend  to  the  earth  ?  Why  do  they,  O  sage,  wander  about  with  thee  ?  Wly  arc 
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'they  thus ^found  on  foot ?  '  Adorning  this  country,  as  the  moon  and  sun  adorn. 
the  sky ;    in  sizcj  appearance,  and  pursuit,  resembling  each  other,  why  are 
these  two  heroes,  chief  among  men,  bearing  the  scymeter  and  the  quiver,  found  - 
in  this  dangerous  road  ?  *   I  long  to  hear  the  whole/* 

Hearing  these  words,  the  sage  thus  related  to  the  king,  in  order,  the  whole  of 
their  story  :  **  These  two  are  Ram^  and  Li^kshmttnii,  the  sons  of  Dush^-ruth^, 
lord  of  t/yodhya,  who  arc  come  hither  for  the  sake  of  completing  my  sacrifice : 
having,  arrived  at  the  Siddh/i  hermitage,  and' killed  the  Rakshitses,'  these  two 
heroes,   the  sons  of  Dz^^^ruth^,  are  come  into  these  parts/' 
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Hearing  the  reply  of  Vishwa-mitra,  Prumttti,   full  of  sfirprise,  entertained 
his  guests,  the  sons  of  Dttsh^i-rutha,  with  the  greatest  demonstrations  of  respect* 

After  receiving  the  highest  honours  from  Prwmute,  the  two  descendants  of 
Rughoo,  having  passed  the  night  there,  went  towards  Muhila.  When  the 
sages  beheld  at  a  distance  the  beautiful  city  of  Junuka,  they  joyfully  exclaimed 
•  Excellent !  excellent !'  Ragbttva  seeing  a  hermitage  in  a  grove  of  Mtthtia,  ask- 
ed the  chief  of  sages,  "  What  solitary  wilderness  is  this,  O  divine  one  ?  I  desire 
to  hear  whose  hermitage  this  is,  beautiful,  of  unpenetrable  shade,  and  inhabited 

■    i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8BCT.  xxxvni.l  THE  RAMAYt^N^.  435 

^(m  g^R^^T^:  'OT^nfu^ifk^r:  1 17 11 

by  sages."  V/shwa-mztrj  hearing  these  words,  in  pleasing  accents  thus  answer- 
ed the  lotos-eyed  Ram^z,  "  Attend,  I  will  inform  thee  whose  is  this  hermitage, 
and  in  what  manner  it  became  solitary,  cursed  by  the  great  one  in  his  wrath. 

This  was  the  sacred  hermitage  of  the  great  Gouti/m^,  adorned  with  trees, 
flowers  and  fruits.  For  many  thousand  years,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  did  the  sage 
remain  here  with  i/hwlya,  performing  sacred  austerities.  One  day,  O  Ram^, 
the  sage  being  gone  far  distant,  the  king  of  heaven,  acquainted  with  the  op- 
portunity, and  sick  with  impure  desire,   assuming  the  habit  of  a  sage,  thus 
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addressed  tThulya,  "  The  menstraal  season  deserves  regard/  O  thou  of  slen- 
der, waist  I  cannot  repress  my  desires  I  desire  a  speedy  intercourse  with 
thee,  O  thou  of  ample  loins.*'  This  depraved  one,  Q  afflicter  of  enemies, 
knowing  Shukrti,  in  the  disguise  of  a.  sage,  through  wantonness  consented,  he 
being  king  of  the  gods.  The  chief  of  the  gods  having  perpetrated  his  crime  she 
thus  addressed  him,  "O chief  of  godS,  thou  hast  accomplished  thy  design, 
speedily  depart  unobserved.  O  sovereign  of  the  gods  eflPectually  preserve 
thyself  and  me  from  Goutuma.'*      India  smiling,  replied  to  IThttlya,    "  O 

1  According  to  the  Shastras  sixteen  days  from  the  appearance  of  tbe  metises  is  reckoned  the 
menstrual  season.  All  connubial  intercourse  is  forbidden  during  the  first  three  of  these  days. 
The  guilt  incurred  by  a  violation  of  this  rule  on  the  first  of  these  days  is  equal  to  that  of  a 
criminal  connection  with  a  female  Chvndala ;  on  the  second  day,  equal  to  that  of  connection 
^'ith  a  washfsr- woman,  and  on  the  third  to  that  of  connection  with  a  female  S&oodra. 
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beautiful  one,  1  am  fully  pleased ;  I  will  depart,  forgive  my  transgression." 
After  this,  he,  O  Ram^,  with  mucli  caution,  left  the  hermitage,  dreading 
the  wrath  of  Gouti^ma.  At  that  instant  he  saw  Gontuma  enter,  resplendent 
with  energy,  and  invincible  even  to  the  gods,  through  the  power  of  sacred  au- 
sterities; him  v^et  with  the  waters  of  the  sacred  Tcerth/z,^  as  the  fire  moisten- 
ed  with  ghee,  he  saw  coming  to  the  hermitage,  laden  with  sacrificial  wood  and 
the  sacred  Koosha.  Perceiving  him,  Shukra  was  ovei-whelmed  with  sadness. 
The  sage  clothed  in  virtue,  beholding  the  profligate  lord  of  the  gods  in  the 
disguise  of  a  sage,  in  dreadful  anger  thus  addressed  him :  ^^  O  profligate  wretch, 


1  Teerthas  are  certain  places  esteemed  peculiarly  sacred  by  the  Hindoos. 
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assuming  my  form  thou  hast  perpetrated  this  crime :  therefore  become  a 
eunuch.  At  the  word  of  the  magnanimous  and  angry  Goutum^,  the  testicles 
of  the  thousand-eyed  god  instantly  fell  on  the  ground.  Deprived  of  manly 
energy,  and  rendered  a  eunuch  by  the  anger  of  the  devout  sage,  he, 
full  of  agonizing  pain,  was  overcome  with  sorrow.  The  great  sage,  having 
cursed  him,  pronounced  a  curse  upon  his  own  wife.  *^  Innumerable  series 
of  years,  O  sinful  wretch,  of  depraved  heart,  thou,  enduring  excessive 
pain,  abandoned,  lying  constantly  in  ashes,  invisible  to  all  creatures^ 
shalt  remain  in  this  forest.  When  Rama,  the  son  of  Dz^slu-ruthai  shall 
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enter  this  dreadful  forest,  thou,  beholding  him,  shalt  be  cleansed  from  thy 
sin.  Having,  O  stupid  wretch!  entertained  him  without  selfish  views,  thou^ 
filled  with  joy,  shalt  again  approach  me  without  fear/*  Having  thus  addres« 
sed  this  wicked  woman,  the  illustrious  Goutuma,  the  great  ascetic,  abandon- 
eddiis  hermitage,  and  performed  austerities  on  the  pleasant  top  of  H^'muvut^ 
frequented  by  the  Stddluis  and  Charunas. 

Thus  hi  the  thirty-eighth  Section,  relating  the  curse  of  Shukr^;  and  Uht^lya.. 
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•SECTON  XXXIX. 

Deprived^of  virility,  the  god,  Shulaa,  with  eyes  full  of  terror  now  addressed 
the  gods,  preceded  by  Ugni^  together  with  the  Siddhas,  the  Gimdht^ry/is,  and 
the  Chanmas ;  ''  Obstructing  the  sacred  austerities  of  Goutuma,  through  desire 
of  discharging  the  duty  of  a  god,i  I,  through  his  inflamed  wrath,  have  incur- 
red this  misfortune,  I  am  rendered  destitute  of  viiility,  and  jiis  wife  is  repu- 
dicated.     By  e£Fecting  for  me  this  great  deliverance  from  the  sage's  curse,  l&s 

1  Jndra  insinuates  here  that  the  uaWerse  was  in  danger  of  destruction,  and  the  godi.in  dan- 
ger of  losing  their  authority,  by  the  inteaseness  of  Goutvma's  austerities ;  and  that  he,  there- 
fore,  by  provoking  his  anger,  and  thus  diverting  biffl  from  these  austerities,  had  discharged 
his  duty  as  king  of  the  gods. 
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auiterities  will  be  obstructed.     It  becomes  you  therefore,  O  great  gods,  with 
the  sages,  and  Charttnas,  to  remove  the  castration  incurred  for  the  sake  of  the 

gods- 
Hearing  the  words  of  Shwt^-krtttO(?,  all  the  gods,  and  the  Muroots,  with  Ugni 
at  their  head,  going  to  the  PUn'-gods,^  addressed  them  thus:  **  Shwt^fciwtc^a, 
formerly  indiscreet  through  delusion,  has  seduced  the  sage's  wife,  and  by  his 
curse  is  deprived  of  virility;  Toorundma  king  of  the  gods,  is  therefore,  indig- 
nant with  the  celestials.     This  ram  is  in  full  possession  of  his  virile  powers, 

^  These  arc  a  particular  class  of  gods,  among  whom  are  Kuvy4.vah«nfl,  and  others,. 
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of  which  Shulrfl  is  deprived.  Taking  the  testicles  of  the  ram,  give  them  to 
Shukra ;  a  castrated  ram  will  give  you  pleasure ;  and  to  those  who  propitiate 
you  by  offering  (a  castrated  ram),  let  a  great,  an  undecaying  reward  be  given." 
Having  heard  the  words  of  Ugni,  the  collected  Pun-gods,  taking  out  the  tes* 
tides  of  the  ram,  bestowed  them  on  the  thousand-eyed  god.  From  that  time, 
O  KakootsthiZ,  the  collected  Pitn'-devfls  eat  castrated  sheep,  and  uncastrated 
sheep  they  refuse.  Thus,  O  Raghttva,  through  the  power  of  Goutwmtf,  of 
unmeasurable  energy,  has  Indra  ever  since  possessed  the  testicles  of  a  rani. 
Speedily,  therefore,  enter  the  hermitage  of  that  virtuous  one,  and  liberate 
r!ie  fortunate  l/'hulya,  of  divine  form. 
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Hearing  the  words  of  VishyrsL-mitra,  Ram^,  with  the  son  of  S^omttra^.  en« 
tered  the  hermitage  preceded  by  the  sage.    Entering,  he  beheld  the  fortunate 

one,  surrounded  by  the  splendor  caused  by  sacred  austerities,  the  refulgence 
of  which  can  be  scarcely  beheld  by  the  assembled  world,  the  gods,  or  the  Usoo^ 
ras;  a  refulgence  created  by  Brwhma,  with  mighty  labour,  divine,  resembling 
Mayamwyee,  appearing  like  a  bright  flame,  surrounded  by  smoke,  or  the  full 
moon  feebly  obscured  by  a  fog ;  as  the  splendor  of  the  sun  reflected  in  water 
is  insufferably  bright,  so,  through  the  word  of  GoutumiZ,  could  not  £/hulya 
be  bcheH  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  three  worlds,  before  her  interview  with 
Ramtf*       Released  from  the  curse,   she  now  became  visible  to  all«  Through 
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joy,  the  two  desccndents  of  Rughoo,  took  hold  of  her  feet ;  upon  whichj  col- 
Icctilig  the  words  of  Goutttma,  she  returned  the  favour,  and  taking  the  Urghya 
with  water  for  their  feet^  entertained  thero  with  the  utmost  attention,  while 
Kakaotstha  acknowledged  the  honours  paid  him,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
ordinance.  A  copious  shower  of  flowers  now.  fell ;  the  music  of  the  divine 
Doondoohhi  was  heard ;    among  the  Gundhwrv^s  and  Upsuras  there  was  a 

mighty  rejoicing,  and  even  the  gods  too,   with  joyful  exclamations,   did  ho* 
mage  to  t^hwlya* 

The  illustrious  Gouti/m^,  with  his  divine  eye,  beholding  his  consort  purifi- 
ed by  severe  suflFerings,  at  the  approach  of  Raxna,  repaired  to  his  hermitage^ 
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and  the  renowned  one  re-united  to  l/hulya,  his  purified  spouse,  with  her  a- 
gain  engaged  in  sacred  austerities.  Rama  having,  according  to  the  ordinance, 
received  due  honours  from  Goutiana,  the  excellent  sage  departed  from  thence 
towards  Mtthtla. 

Thus  far  the  thiity-ninth  Section,  describing  the  deUvciancc  of  Uhulya.  from 

the  curse, 
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SECTION  XL. 

Preceded  by  Vishwa-m/tra  Rama  with  hukshmuna,  proceeding  towards 
the  north  east,  saw  before  them  a  place  of  sacrifice.  Beholding  the  sacrifice, 
Ram/z  thus  addressed  the  chief  of  sages,  "  O  what  preparations  for  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  great  Junuka.  O  prosperous  one,  thousands  of  brahmans,  devoted 
to  the  study  of  the  Ved^s,  inhabitants  of  various  countries,  appear  in  view, 
with  the  places  allotted  to  the  sages,  covered  with  hundreds  of  vehicles.*  O 
brahman,  fix  upon  a  place  where  we  may  lodge  and  remain."    V/shwa-mitra, 

1  The  pund/ts  say,  that  these  were  not  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sages  themselves,  but 
merely  for  the  conveyance  of  their  sacred  utensils,  &c. 
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the  great  sage,  hearing  the  words  of  Ram^,  fixed  on  a  place  free  from  the  crowd, 
and  supplied  with  water.  Hearing  that  Vishwa-mitr^  was  arrived,  the  king, 
preceded  by  the  sinless  priest  Shutanundj,  and  attended  by  th^  other  sacrificing 
priests,  speedily  took  the  Urghya,  and,  clothed  with  humility,  hastening  to  -^ 
meet  the  sage  with  the  greatest  tokens  of  respect,  presented  to  Vishwa-mttra 
the  Urghya  consecrated  with  muntr^is.  The  most  excellent  sage,  having  ac- 
cepted the  homage  of  Junuktf,  asked  him  concerning  his  welfare,  and  the 
state  of  the  sacrifice;  he  then,  duly  saluting  all  the  other  sages  who  were  come^ 
together  with  the  priests,  enquired  also  concerning  their  welfare. 
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The  king  then,  with  hands  respectfully  joined,  said  to  the  chief  of  sages, 
'*  O  divine  one,  take  a  seat  among  the  other  great  sages."  Thus  requested  by 
Junwkj,  the  great  sage  V/shwa-m^tra  sat  down,  after  which  the  king,  attend* 
ed  by  his  counsellors,  approaching  the  seated  sage,  said,  with  hands  respect- 
fully joined,  "  To  day,  O  divine  sage,  I  am  favoured  with  the  water  of  im- 
mortality. To  day  my  sacrificial  preparations  are  rendered  effectual  by  the 
gods.  By  the  sight  of  my  lord  I  am  to-day  put  in  possession  of  the  fruit 
of  my  sacrifice;  lamblessrl,  seeing  my  pi  are  of  sacrifice,  O  brahman, 
O   chief  of  sages,   is   thus  honoured   by  thee  and  the  sages  ?     The  men 
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of  understanding  ?ay,  O  sacred  sage,  that  the  preliminary  ceremonies  must 
continue  twelve  days.  Thou,  therefore,  O  Koushika,  wilt  see  the  gods, 
when  they  come,  earnestly  desirous  of  their  share/* 

Having  thus  addressed  the  sage,  the  purified  king,  with  a  joyful  counte- 
nance, and  hands  respectfully  joined,  again  enquired  with  earnestness,  "  Who 
(may  prosperity  attend  thee),  are  these  two  most  illustrious  youths,  in  their 
walk  majestic  as  the  elephant,  heroic  as  the  tiger  and  the  bull,  with  their 
elongated  eyes  resembling  the  lotos,  bearing  the  scymetar  and  the  quiver,  in 
beauty  rivalling  the  t^shwinees ;  in  the  bloom  of  youth,,  appearing  like  gods 
who  voluntarily  descend  from  heaven  to  the  earth,^  these  furnished  with  the 

1  Tbe  reader  \rill  perceive  that  this  address  is  nearly  verbatim  with  that  of  king  VtutdvU 
in  page  433.  ^         .     , 
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Godha,^  and  the  l/hgoolz- traits,*  and  armed  with  scymctars.  O  sage,  why, 
are  they  come  hither  ?  on  whose  account  ?  O  great  sage,  whose  sons  are  these 
armed  heroes,  adorning  my  country  as  the  moon  and  the  sun  adorn  the  sky, 
in  stature,  characteristic  features,  and  appearance,  resembling  each  other, 
their  hair  in  crow-wing  form,  heroes,  resembling  Pavukee;  by  their  form, 
their  greatnesj>,  and  their  qualities,  captivating  the  sight  and  hearts  of  men  ? 
Arc  they  come  to  deliver  me,  rendering  illustrious  our  race  ?"^  Hearing  these 

1  The  Godha  is  a  piece  of  leather,  or  a  plate  of  iron,  fixed  on  the  left  arm  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fects of  a  stroke  from  the  bow-string  in  cUscharging  the  arrow. 

i  The  ^ngooU-tranfl,  or  finger  preserver,  is  a  piece  of  leather  or  iron,  often  in  the  form  of 
a  broad  ring,  put  on  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  to  prevent  their  being  cut  by  the  bow  string 
in  discharging  an  arrow. 

S  The  pundits  say,  that  this  is  a  common  form  of  address  when  a  brahman  or  a  gporoo 
comes  to  the  house  of  one  of  lower  cast. 
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words  of  the  great  king  Juntilna,  the  sage,  of  immeasurable  mind  replied, 
•'^  Tliese  are  the  sons  of  Dusha-miha.'*  Then  the  great  sage  told  him  of  their 
residence  at  the  -Siddh^z  hermitage,  their  killing  the  Rakshvses,  their  safe 
journey,  their  interview  with  Vtshaltf  and  with  t^httlya,  and  their  meeting 
with  Goutiinui,  adding,  "  They  are  come  hither  to  enquire  at>out  the  great 
t)ow/'  The  great  and  illustrious  sage  Vtshwa-mitrii^  having  related  all  this 
to  JuoAa,  ceased* 

Having  heard  these  words  of  the  wise  V^'shwa^mitr^i,  the  wise  and  great  sage 
&h»tanundtf^  resplendent  through  sacred  austerities^  the  eldest  son  of  Gouttf- 
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ma,  his  hair  erect  with  joy,  obtainihg^  a  view  of  Riam^i,  was  filled  with' 
astonishment.  Seeing  the  two  prinees  sitting  at  their  ease,  Shtttantmda  ad- 
dressed the  great  sage  Vishwa-mttr^,  "  O  chief  of  sages,  (lask  in  confidence) 
was  my  mother,  the  famoits  one,  sa  long  involved  in  misery,  indeed  shewn 
by  thee  to  this  royal  prince?  Did  my  mother,  the  greatly  aflSticted i/hulya, 
indeed  honour  the  magnanimous  Ram^^  worthy  of  homage  ^  And,  O  il« 
lustrious  one,  was  the  account  of  my  mother's  being  humbled  by  the  god, 
that  ancient  story,  related  to  Rama  ?  Is  she,  O  Koush^ka,  who  was  consum- 
ed with  the  fire  of  the  cune^  noyr  purified  by  the  sight  of  RanU;  and  r<- 
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concilcd^  my  venerable  father  ?  Did  my  honoured  father,  O  son  of  Koa^ 
sheka,  with  an  aflFectionate  mind  rejoice  (the  heart  of)  my  mother,  purifi- 
ed by  long  sufFering  ?  O  son  ©f  Kooshika^  was  Ram^  honoured  by  my 
venerable  father  ?  And  is  the  illustrious  one,  who  received  the  homage  of  the 
great  Goutwm^,  indeed  arrived  here?  Was  my  father,  O  son  ofKooshika, 
humbly  saluted  in  return  by  the  placid  and  adored  Rama  now  come  hither  ?" 

Veshwa-mttra,  the  learned  and  great  sage,   hearing  these  words,  replied  to 
the  eloquent  Shutantinda,  "  O  chief  of  sages,  I  have  (only)  done  what  became 
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me ;  nothing  Beyond  this.    The  sage's  wife  is  reconciled  to  her  Ibid,,  as  Re-s- 
nooka  was  reconciled  to  the  sage  Bharguv^i/'        Hearing  the  reply  of  the- 
wise  Vtshwa-mitrtf,  the  illustrious  Sht^ntmd^  thus^addirssed  Ram^;  "O  chief 
of  men,  hadst  thou  a  pleasant  journey?    O  my  lord,  it^  is  my  happiness 
that  thou  art  come  hither  with  Visbwa-mitrii^^to  the  sacrifice  of  the  great  king* 
The  most  illustrious  Vishwa-mttrii,  whose  deeds,  performed  through  sacred 
austerities,   are  beyond  conception,  that  sacred  sag^,  of  unmeasurable  lustre, 
is  thy  spiritual  guide.       O  Ramtf,  no  one  on  earth  is  equal  in  blessedness  ta 
thee,  having  for  thy  protector  the  son  of  KooshiJu^i  by  whom  such,  astonish-- 
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kig  austerities  have  been  endured*  Hear  the  story  of  the  great  Koushfk^^ 
what  heroism,  what  glory  he  possesses^  of  what  intense  abstraction  of  mind 
this  renowned  one  is  capable^ 

<*  For  a  long  time  this  holy  person  was  a  monarchy  subduing  his  enemies^ 
acquainted  with  duty,  grateful,  delighting  in  the  welfare  of  his  subjects* 
Koosha^  die  sovereign  of  the  earth,  was  the  son  of  Fnija-p«t»'«  The  son  of 
Koosha  was  Koosh^i-nabha  the  powerful  and  virtuous;  Gadh^  was  the  son  of 
Koosha-nabha,  and  V^shwa-mitr^,  the  great,  the  illustrious  sage,  the  son  of 
Gadlu,      The  illustrious  Vishwa»ni}tra>  acqjAainted  with  duty  and  eminent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4S*  THE  RAMAYUNJ.  [iJOOK.. 

^  'm^TO^  TUT  <iTiH^  *4^w*i:  I 
^2^Tft?l^  ^^«3ir  ^feeir  ^a^iff  i 

in  deeds,  devoted  to   the  care  of  the  suhjects,  nourished   the   world,  and 
reigned  many  thousand  years.      To   the  great  Iting,    thus   protecting  (his 
people),  O  Ramj,  there  were  horn  eight  sons  celehrated  for  valour  and 
heroism.      He  having  appointed  these  ei^ht  heroic  ones,   eminent  among 
the  royal  race,  to  di^erent  stations,  and  performed  a  hundred  sacred  sacri- 
fices, retired  to  the  forest*      At  a  certain  time,  this  most  illustrious  one,   col- 
lected an  army,  and  travjelled  through  the  earth,  surrounded  hy  an  £/k- 
shouhmee  of  troops.     Having  passed  many  rivers  and  great  mountains,  and 
visited  in  succession  numerous  countries,  and  cities,  and  hermitages,  the  king 
came  to  the  hermitage  of  Vwshishthix,  covered  with  flowers,  climbing  plants. 
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and  trees,  filled  with  various  kinds  of  gazelles,  attended  by  the  Siddhtf s  and' 
Chanmas,  adorned  with  the  presence  of  the  gods,  the  Danuvas,  the  Gimdhttr* 
v4Sy  and  the  JUinnuras,  covered  with  peaceful  deer  and  flocks  of  birds,  and  ho- 
noured by  sage$,  sacred,  divine,  perfected  through  sacred  austerities.  This  her* 
mitage,  attended  by  these  illustrious  sages,  bright  as  the  glowing  fire,  scarcely 
inferior  to  the  glbrious  Bruhma,  observing  sacred  rites,  feeding  some  on  water,, 
on  win<^  on  fallen  leaves,. others  on  fruits  or  roots,  self-subdued,  of  subjected 
anger,  of  subdued  organs,  feeding  on  com  simply  washed/  or  com  merely  clean- 
sed f^om  gravel,  or  corn  freed  firom  the  husk  by  their  teeth,  which  performed  the 

1  Without  any  farther  preparation. 
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office  of  the  pestle  and  mortar;^  adorned  also  with  the  Balickhily^  sages,^  de« 
voted  to  sacrifice  and  the  repetition  of  jfche  divine  name,  and,  tm  all  aides 
surrounded  by  the  sacred  Vikhanus^s'  and  other  divine  sages,  ^s  hermitage 
of  Vttshishtha,  resembling  the  abode  of  Bruhma ,  was  thea  beheld  hy  the  migh« 
tjr  Vishwa-nutra  renowned  for  conquest. 

End  of  the  fortieth  Section,  containing  the  conversation  with  Shutaiittndtf • 

1  The  Hindoos  cleanse  their  rice  from  the  liusk  by  meaas  of  a  large  wooden  mortar,  called 
Orfookhttlfl,  and  a  pestle,  wliich  they  call  Mooshula.  The  teeth  of  these  sages  were  employed 
for  this  purpose. 

^  The  Baliikhilyas  are«aid  to  be  sixty  thousand,  produced  from  the  haiis  of  Bnduna's  bo* 
dy.    They  art  said  to  be  of  the  sise  of  a  man's  thumb. 

5  Another  kind  of  pigmy  sages,  said  to  be  produced  from  Bnduna's  nails- 
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Beholding  the  hermitage,  the  powerful  hero  Vjshwa-ny tr^f,  greatly  pleased, 
bowed  with  humility  to  the  great  Yushhhtha^  chief  of  ascetics,  who  ia  re- 
turn enquired,  "  Has  thy  journey  been  pleasant  ?'*  Afterward  the  divine 
Vushishthaf ,  the  chief  of  sages,  ordered  him  a  seat,  and  presented  the  wise 
Vishvva-mitrtf ,  thus  seated,  with  fruits  and  roots  in  the  customary  manner.  The 
excellent  and  illustrious  monarch  Vrshwa-mitrtf,  having  accepted  the  honours 
of  Vttshwhthtf,  asked,  in  return,   *'  Is  all  well  among  the  ascetics,  the  sacrific- 
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ing  priests,  and  thy  disciples  ?"  Vushtshthii  replied  to  the  king,  '*  II  is  everyr 
where  well  with  the  lords  of  the  forest."  Vttshtshtha,  the  son  of  Bmhma,  great 
in  austerities,  and  chief  of  those  who  repeat  the  divine  name,  then  enquired 
of  Vishwa-metrtx  the  king,  seated  at  his  ease,  ^  O  king,  is  it  well  with  thee  ? 
Doestthou,  O  virtuous  one,  delighting  in  religion,  discharge  towards  thjr  sub- 
jects the  duties  of  aking  ?  Are  thy  servants  duly  supplied  with  all  things  ?  Are 
they  under  controul  ?  Are  all  thy  foes  subdued,  O  destroyer  of  enemies  ?  Is 
all  well  in  the  armies,  the  store-houses,  and  among  thy  friends,  O  foe  a£9ict^ 
ing  one  ?  Are  thy  sons  and  grandsons  in  peace,  O  chief  of  men,  O  sinless  one  ?'*" 
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'The  illustrious  Vishwa-nw'tr^,  replied  with  humility,  to  Vwshzshth^,  **  All 
is  welL"  These  two  \4rtuous  ones,  thus  conversing  for  a  long  time,  were 
filled  with  joy,  and  conceived  a  mutual  affection  for  each  other. 

After  their  conversation  was  finished,  O  son  of  Rughoo,  the  divine  Vu- 
shishtha  smiling,  said  to  Vishwa-mrtm,  "O  valiant  one,  I  desire,  as  it  becomes 
me,  to  entertain  this  aitny  and  thyself  unmeasurable  in  power.  Acquiesce 
in  my  desire,  O  king  ;  thou  art  worthy  of  hospitality,  worthy  of  the  most 
assiduous  attention.  Accept,  therefore,  this  welcome  from  me."  The  king  thus 
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addressed  by  Vttshtshthii',  Vishwa-mUr^,  the  great  sage,  replied,  I  acquiesce, 
O  sage,  in  thy  request,  but,  O  divine  one,  with  fruits  and  roots,  the  fare 
of  thine  hermitage,  with  water  for  the  feet  and  for  cleansing  the  mouth,  and 
with  the  sight  of  my  lord,  I  have  been  already  completely  entertained.  1 
will  depart^  salutation  to  thee;  regard  me  with  the  eye  of  a  friend/* 
The  holy  Vushishtha,  eminent  in  knowledge,  again  repeated  the  invitation 
to  the  king  thus  replying..  At  length  the  son  of  Gadhi  consented,  saying 
to  Vttshishth/j,,  "  Be  it,  O  chief  of  sages,  according  to  the  pleasure  of  my  lord/' 
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upon  this  reply,  Vwshishth^,  chief  of  ascetics,  highly  pleased,  called  the 
spotted  cow>  completely  purified  from  sin;  saying,  "O  Shubtda,  come, 
.come  quickly  ;  hear  my  words:  I  have  engaged  to  entertain  this  royal  sage 
and  his  army  with  sumptuous  fare ;  accomplish  my  desire  ;  whatever  among 
the  six  various  kinds  of  taste^  is  desired  by  any  one,  be  pleased,  Q  giver  of  all 
things  desiied,  O  goddess,  to  rain  *  down  forme,  together  with  savoury  food 
and  liquids,  and  whatever  can  be  received  by  licking  and  sucking.  O  Shw- 
bttla,  entertain  this  monarch  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  that  every  one 

*  Sweet,  bitter,  acid,  salt,  pungent,  aini  harsh  fruitgw  *  Viz,  From  her  dugs. 
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tnay  be  gratified  and  filled  with  food."  Thus  addressed  by  Vttshzshthtf,  O 
subduer  of  enemies,  Shubwla,  the  cow,  yielding  every  desired  object,  gave  to 
every  one  whatever  he  wished ;  sugar-canes,^  honey,  Laja,*  Mirey^,^  wine,* 
and  excellent  liquors,  and  of  various  kinds  of  eatables,  heaps  like  mountains, 
food  to  be  received  by  sucking,  by  licking,  by  chewing,  and  drinking;  pre- 
pared rice,  sweetmeats,  and  bake-meats,  together  with  cisterns  full  of  curd^ 
and  whey;   (these  with)  every  variety  included  in  the  six  kinds  of  taste^ 

1  This  term  includes  any  preparation  made  with  sugar,  or  the  juice  of  the  sugar-canes. 

2  A  preparation  office  or  parched  barley, 

3  A  fermented  Lquor  made  of  ihe  fruit  of  Phyllanthus  emblica,   the  flowers  of  Grislea,   to- 
^uientosa,  molasses,  and  water, 

4  This  term  also  includes  any  int;briating  liquor* 
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were  distributed  hither  and  thither ;  and  vessels  by  thousands  full  of  the  in* 
spissated  juice  of  the  sugar-cane.  Thus,  O  Rama,  were  all  the  army  of 
V/shwa-mUra  composed  of  plump,  well  fed  men^  respectfully  feasted  by 
Vttshtshtha.  Whatever  any  one  desired^  O  subduer  of  enemies,  was  rained 
down  by  Shvvda,  according  to  the  full  extent  of  his  wish.  The  whole  army 
of  the  royal  sage,  V/shwa-mztra ,  thus  entertained  with  whatever  they  desired, 
were  filled  with  food  and  pleasure.. 

The  king  then,  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  inner  apartments,i  preceded  by 
brahmans,  and  attended  by  his  courtiers,  his  counsellors,  his  serx^ants,  and 
his  whole  army,  together  with  the  beasts  of  burden,  very  highly  gratified^ 

^  All  the  women  of  bU  famiiy» 
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«aid  to  Vushtshtha,  «  O  brahman,  giver  of  evciy  object  of  desire,  thou  elo- 
quent one,  I  am  thus  honoured  by  thee,  who  art  thyself  worthy  of  honour. 
Attend,  I  will  mention  one  thing :  O  divine  one,  let  ShubKla  be  given  to  me 
for  a  hundred  thousand  cows.  She  is  a  jewel,  and  of  this  jewel  is  a 
Jting  the  proper  possessor :  "  therefore,  O  twice  bom,  give  me  Shtthwla,  who 
is  indeed  of  right  mine."  The  divine  Vushishtlw,  the  chief  of  sages,  thus 
addressed  by  Vishwa-mitra,  replied  to  the  lord  of  the  earth :  O  king,  not  for 
a  hundred  thousand,  nor  a  hundred  crores  of  cows,  will  I  part  with  Shubttla, 
nor  even  for  heaps  of  silver.  O  subduer  of  enemies,  it  is  not  proper  for  me 
to  relinquish  from  before  me  the  eternal  Shubwla,  who  is  fame  itself.    From 
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her  proceed  the  oblations  to  the  gods  and  the  ancestors ;  she  is  my  life ;  by 
her  the  perpetual  sacrificial  fire  is  supported ;  from  her  proceed  the  sacrifice, 
and  the  burnt  offering,  and  all  the  sacrifices  w^hich  are  offered  with  the  word 
Swaha  or  Vwshut  :^  she  is  (the  repository  of)  all  science.  All-this  is  she 
to  me  ;  she  is  indeed  my  all.  For  these  numerous  reasons,  O  king,  I  will 
not  part  with  Nwndmee^  to  thee. 

Repulsed  by   the   sage   V^shzshth^z,  with  this  positive  declaration,    the 

eloquent  Vishwa-mitra  replied,  "O  sacred  one,  fourteen  thousand  elephants, 

1  These  are  two  words  pronounced  on  presenting  certain  offerings. 
^  Another  name  of  this  cow,  signifying,  the  giver  of  joy. 

lii 
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with,  all  their  furniture  of  pure  gold,  will  1  give  thee,  with  a  hundred  chariots 
of  gold,  each  drawn  by  four  white  horses,  each  adorned  with  a  hundred  golden' 
bells,  studs,  noble  and  spirited,  of  highest  breed;  together  with  ten  millions^ 
of  party  coloured  heifers :  let  Shttbula  be  given  to  me.'*  Thus  addressed  by 
the  wise  V/shwa-mttrtf,  the  divine  one  replied  to  the  king,  *'I  will  not  give 
up  Shttbttla ;  this  beast  is  my  jewel,  my  wealth,  my  all,,  my  very  life,  my  new 
and  my  full  moon  sacrifice  :^  she  is  to  me  instead  of  all  the  sacred  sacrificial 

1  A  sacrifice  wLich  is  continued  from  the  begiiuiing,  of  the  new  till  the  full  moon;  which, 
sacrifice  this  cow.  enabled  Yvshtshtha  to  ofiec. 
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gifts.^  She  is,  O  king,  (the  fountain  of)  all  my  Tarions  devotional  acta,  en* 
abling  nue  to  perform  ^very  sacred  work.  All  this,  O  king,  being  indubita« 
ible,  what  fruit  is  there  in  vain  remonstrances  ?  The  cow  which  produces 
«vcry  thing  desired,  I  will  not  give  up/* 

Thus  far  the  forty-first  Section,  trontaining  Shwtanimd4?*s  relation  of  the 
interview  between  V«sh£shth/>  and  Vishwa-mUr^* 

^  Gifts  presented  to  the  brahnums^t  the  sacrifices. 
liij 
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SECTION^    XLII. 

Vushishthay  the  great  sage,  being  determhied  not  to  relinquish  Shubttla^ 
the  cow  securing  the  accomplishment  of  every  desire,  the  monarch  Vishwa- 
mitr^  took  her  away  by  violence.  While  the  great  king,  O  Rama,  was  cany- 
ing  her  off,  Shubwla,  musing  and  weeping,  distracted  with  sorrow,  reflected, 
"  Why  am  I  abandoned  by  the  great  VMshjshtha,  so  that  I,  wretched  and 
afflicted,  am  carried  ofFby  the  king's  servants  ?  What  have  I  done  to  the 
great  and  contemplative  sage,  that  he,  the  devout  one,  abandons  me  faultless, 
docile  and  devoted  to  him/'   She,  O  Raghziva,  thus  reflecting,  and  repeatedly 
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sobbing,  hastily  ran  to  Vi^hishth^j,^  Shaking  oflF  the  king's  attendants  by 
hundreds  and  thousands,  she,  with  the  swiftness  of  the  wind,  came  to  the 
feet  of  the  great  sage.  Arriving  there,  she  stood  before  the  sage,  weeping 

with  grief,  and  making  obeisance,  said,  **  O  divine  one,  O  son  of  fin^hma, 
why  am  I  abandoned  by  thee,  so  that  the  king's  servants  are  taking  me 
away  from  thy  presence/*  The  sacred  sage,  replied  to  her  whose  heart  was 
oppressed  with  grief,  as  to  an  afflicted  sister,    **  I  do  not  abandon  thee, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


470  THE  JiAMAYUNA.  Ivoog.  % 

^^  r^q^  j^  TW  ^T^t  fe^iUfT;  1 
"^  ?i3it  ^fti?^  ^ff^m:  "Btfer^  "st  mi  ri 

iltiyt^i  'atfti^  ^^ra  fa^ferari^i 

O  Shttbula;  I  am  not  injured  hy  thee.  Thisldng,  great  in  power,  taTcc^ 
thee  from  me  by  force,  and  I  know  that  my  strength  is  not  equal  to  his. 
The  king  is  powerful,  a  Kshutriya,  loid  of  the^artk  Attended  by  a  full  Z/k- 
shouhmee  of  elephants,  horses,  footmen,  and  chariots,  and  by  sUpdards  and 
multitudes  of  men,  he  is  far  more  puis&ant  than  I."  Thu«  answered  by  Vw- 
shishth^  the  eloquent,  she  humbly  replied  to  the  sacred  sage  of  unmcasurable 
splendor :  "They  say  that  the  power  of  a  Kshutriya  is  not  greater  than  that 
of  a  brahman.  O  brahman,  Brwhma-strength  *  is  divine,  far  superior  to  that 
pf  a  Kshutr^y^.      Unmeasurable  is  thy  power;  his  power  is  not  greater  than 

1  Bruhma-strcDglh,  the  strength  possessed  by  a  brahman. 
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thine.  V/.hwa-mttm  is  possessed  of  great  power,  but  thine  energy  is  insu^ 
perably  great,.  O  brahman,,  of  great  energy,  I  am  stronger  than  he,  appoint 
me  to  annoy  him^  till  I  have  destroyed  the  army,,  and  the  pride  of  this  im- 
pious one."  Thus  addressed  by  her,  O  Rama,  Vwshzshthtf  said  to  this  most, 
afflicted  one,  **  Create  then  an  army,  which  shall  distress  the  enemy."  Instant, 
ly  created  by  her,  lowing,  hundreds  ©f  Puhkva-kings  ^  destroyed  the  amijr 
of  Vtshwa-mttra  while  he  was  looking  onv  The  king  enraged,  his  eyes  dis*^ 
tended  with  anger,   destroyed  the  Puhluvtf  s  with.  hi&  various  arrows*.    Seeing 

^  «  Ptthluva  kings/'  TMhluna-  is  the  name  by  wliicb-  tfie  ancient  Pernan*  were  known^. 
Whether  this  extravagant  fiction  originated  from  any  traditional  report  of  any  great  event  ia 
which  this  notion  was  concerned,  or  merely  in  the  poet's  brcun,  is  not  easy  to  say- 
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the  PtthlttVfls  falling  by  hundreds  beneath  the  prowess  of  Vtshwa^m/trtf,  she 
now  produced  the  dreadful  Shukjs,  together  with  the  Yuvunas'.  By  those 
mixed  Shukas  and  Yuvunas^  swift,  mighty,  splendid  as  the  anthera  of  the 
Nelumbiuni,  armed  with  sharp  scymetars  and  Pwtt/shfls,!  and  clothed  with 
a  gold  armour,  wast  he  ground  covered.  By  these,  glowing  like-the  ardent 
flame,  the  army  of  Vishwa-mztr^  was  instantly  burnt  up.  Seeing  his  army 
burning,  Vtshwa-mttrtJ,  filled  with  astonishment,  calling  forth  all  his  ener- 
gies, discharged  arrows,  by  which  the  Yuvunas,  the  Kambojjs,  and  the 
Vunura$,    were  completely  discomfited.        Seeing  them  discomfited,   and 


^  Another  kind  of  sword. 
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«pef rifled  with  fear  by  the  weapons  of  Y^shwa-raitm,  Vushishth^  gave  com- 
rinand,  *'  O  cow,  ^ridcting  eveiy  thing  desired,  create  more  warriors."  In- 
stantly, at  horlowii^  <w«re  produced  Kambojos  fierce.as  the  sun,  and  from 
jier  breast  the  Yunmrast  wifb  weapons  m  their  hands*  The  Yuvunas  were 
produced  from  •#**»«***^  and  thc'Sbiflws  from  the  thighs  of  this  animal, 
while  from  the  pores  ^fjber  skin  were  produced  the  Mlechchh^is,  also  called 
Hareetiisand  Ktratuk^s.  By  these  were  the  whole  army  of  Vt shwa-mttrtf 
instantly  destroyed.^  Seeing,  O  son  ofRu^oOy  the  army  composed  of  infan- 
try, cavalrj^  and  elephants,  destroyed  by  the  great  Vttshtshth^,  the  hundred 

t  The  reader  will  perceive  that  this  army  iiad^been  destroyed  before.    The  pundits,  how- 
ever#  find  no  difficulty  in  reconciling  these  contradictory  circumstances.       They  think  there  is 

ao  mistake  in  the  copy  here.^  ^  ^ 
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sons  of  YishwdL-mitra  full  of  rage,  ran  with  various  weapons  at  Vushtshthtf^ 
the  chief  cf  ascetics.  The  great  sage,  with  a  loud  blast  frooi  his  nostrils, 
burnt  them  all  up.  By  the  great  Vwshijjhth^,  the  cavalry,  the  chariots,  and 
the  infantry  of  V/shwa-mftrtf,  together  with  his  sons,  were  instantly  reduced 
to  ashes. 

Seeing  his  sons,  and  his  whole  army  destroyed,  O  sinless  one,  the  valiant 
Vjshwa-mttr^  being  like  the  sea  deprived  of  its  velocity,  like  a  serpent  with 
his  teeth  broken ;  like  the  sun,  robbed  of  its  splendor  by  an  eclipse,  was 
filled,  with  peturbation.  Deprived  of  his  sons  and  army,  he,  thus  stripped 
of  his  pride  and  confidence,  was  left  without  resource,  like  a  bird  beifeft 
of  her  wings.        Having  fixed  his  only    (remaining)   son  in  the  govem- 
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ment,  that  he  might  by  his  valour  preserve  the  kingdom,  he  himself  departed 
into  the  forest,  and  going  to  the  side  of  mount  Hfmuvut,  adorned  by  the 
Kznnuras,  he,  to  obtain  the  favour  of  Muha-deva,  performed  the  most  severe 
austerities.  The  royal  sage  standing  on  the  tips  of  his  great  toes,  with  his 
hands  uplifted,  like  a  serpent  fed  on  air  alone  for  a  hundred  years.  After  some 
time  Mifha-devii,  whose  ensign  is  the  bull,  seeing  his  unequalled  austerities, 
scarcely  paralleled  in  the  three  worlds,  on  a  certain  day  coming,  said  to  the 
hero  V/shwa-mitrtf ,  "  O  king,  why  dost  thou  perform  these  austerities  ?  Tell 
me  what  is  thy  request;  I  am  propitious ;  whatever  be  the  favour  thou  desir<- 

est,    that  will  I  bestowt''         Thus  addressed  by  the  god,    Vwhwa-mtW, 
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the  great  ascetic^  bowing  to  Muha-di^v^i,  replied,  ^*  O  god;  if  thoa  art  pleas^^ 
ed  with  me,  bestow  on  me  the  soeoee  of  archeiy  in  its  ftQl  extent;  makie 
me  acquainted  with  its  principles  and  all  iu  mysteries..  Whatever  wea- 
pons are  found  among  the  gods,  the  Danifvtfs^  the.sages^  the.  Gundhurvas, 
the  Yfiksh«s/or  die  Rukshtises,  let  them  be  clearly  revealed  to  me^  O  divine, 
one,  god  of  gods,  may  this  my  desire  be  accomplished  by  Ay  favour*  The 
lord  of  gods,  acquitscing  in  his  request^  returned  to-heaven«  H^ving'obtained 
these  weapons,  the  renowned  V/shwa-«Urtfj  the  royal  sage^  filled  with  e«»- 
cessive  joy,  became  elated  with  pride,  increasing  in  energy  like  the  seaiUi 
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the  time  of  the  full  moon*  He  now^  resolved  'on  the  suhduction  of  the  most* 
excellent  sage  Vtishishthtf.  Going  to  his  hennitage,  Vishwa*mura  discharg- 
ed arrows,  by  which  all  the  forest  of  the  sage,  the  scene  of  his  devotions,  was 
tkimt  up.  At  the  sight  of  the  dreadful  weapons  of  the  wise  Vishwa-mitr^^  the 
aages  seized  with  fear,  hastily  fled  by  thousands;.,  even  the  disciples  of  Vu- 
shishthtf,  with  the  deer  and  the  birds, .  filled  with  terror,  ran*  by  diousands  in^ 
eirery  direction.  Thus  the  abode  of  the  great  Vi^ishtha,  abandoned,  be- 
came a. silent  solitude^        Vushishtha,    repeatedly  calling. to  them,  cried 
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•  •  • 

^  Fear  not,  I  will  destroy  the  son  of  Gadhi  as  the  sun  disperses  a  fog." 
Having  thus  spoken,  the  mighty  sage,  chief  among  the  eloquent,  in  anger 
addressed  Vishwa-mitr^^,  ''  Thou  hast  destroyed  my  ancient  and  spacious  her- 
mitage ;  thou  impious  and  stupid  one,  for  this  deed  thou  shalt  be  thyself  de- 
stroyed." Saying  this  Vushrshth^,  full  of  wrath,  hastily  snatching  up  a  staff, 
fatal  as  the  staff  of  Yuma,  drew  towards  him  tremendous  as  the  clear  flame 
of  the  universal  conflagration. 

Thus  far  the  foity-second  Section,  describing  the  burning  of  Vushtshtha's 
hennitage. 
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Vishwa-metrtf,  the  valiant,  thus  accosted  by  Vttshishth/i,  snatching  up  a  firc»* 
weapon,  cried  **  Stay,  5tay/'  Then  the  divine  Vt^shi&htha  taking  up  his 
BiuhmasuS  equalling  the  staff  of  Yumtr,  in  wroth  exdaimed,  "  O  vile  Ksha« 
trtf,  here  I  stand  :  now  display  the  utmost  of  thy  strength.  To  day,  O  son 
of  Gadht,  I  will  destroy  thy  pride  and  thy  weapons^  Where  is  Kshatr^^ 
strength,  thou  stupid  one  ?  and  where  is  Bnchnur-strength  ?  Behold  my 
divine  Bruhmff'Strength,   O  thou  Kshatra^  vile  as  the  dust."   The  dreadful 
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^and  flaming  weapon -of  tlie  soU'^f  Gadht  .W9is  now  quenched  by  the  Bruhni<r. 
staff,  as  fire  is  extinguished  by  water.  Then  the  son  of  Gadhi,  incensed, 
poured  in  upon  the  sage  the  yuroona,  the  Koodra,  the  India,  ihe  PsLshooputa, 
the  I  sheek({  weapons,  together  with  the  Manuva,  the  Mohuna,.the  Gandhurv<7, 
;the  Swapuoa,  the  Jrtmbhuna,  the  Madtfio^,  the  Svntapttmr,  and  the  Vilapto^, 
the  Shoshun^r ,  the  Darona,  and  the  tremendous  yujr^i;  the  Bitfhma-pash4» 
the  l^ala-Tpi&ha,  the  Vur^ona-pash^,  the  much  valued  w:eappn  Ptnabi,  and 
the  missile  wessons  ShoosM  and  Ardra^  The  weapon  DtHida,4he  Pisha>* 
cha,  and  Krouncha  and  the  Bhwrma>discus,  the  KaIa-disq|M,  and  the  discos 
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of  Vtshnoo,  the  weapons  Vaynvyn,  M«thttn0»  and  Huya-shira  did  he  discharge 
upon  the  great  sage,  with  the  two  Sht^kus,  the  K«nkal«,  and  the  Moosbuld, 
the  great  weapon  Vidyadhur^,  the  terrible  Kalu,    the  dreadful  trident,  and 

the  Kapaltf ,  and  the  Kunkuna.  All  these  weapons  did  he^  O  son  of  Rvgho*^ 
hurl  at  the  sage,  l^hen  by  Vushtshthu,  the  chief  of  asceties,  was  exhibited  a 
wonder :  all  these  weapons  did  the  son  of  Bruhma  destroy  with  his  simple  staff! 
These  weapons  being  all  rendered  ineffectual,  the  son  of  Gadhi  seized  a  Bruhma^ 
weapon.  Beholding  that  weapon  lifted  up,  the  gods,  preceded  by  Ugai  and 
the  divine  sages,  and  the  Gundhmrv^s,  and  the  serpents,  were  filled  with  terror; 
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yea  the  three  worlds  were  terrified  at  the-  uplifted  Bruhma- weapon.  That: 
dreadful  weapon,  O  Raghwvfl:,.VMshj&hthfl,.  through  Bnihixitf<»energy,  destroy- 
cd  with  his  Brwhma-staflF,  The  angry  visage  of  the  great  Vushishth^,  de- 
stroying the  Brtthm^z-weapon,  appalled  the  three  worlds,  and  tremendous  pen- 
cils of  light  shot  from  all  the  pores  of  his  body,  like  the  corruscations  of  fire 
from  a  thick  smoke.  The  uplifted  Bruhm^-staff  in  the  hand  of  Vushishtha. 
blazed  like  the  staff  of  Yuma^  or  the  bright  flame  of  the  great  conflagration. 

The  sages  now  praised  Vush/shtha,  chief  of  ascetics,  (saying),  "  Thy  powcr^ 
O  brahman  is  irresistible ;  by  thy  own  energy  restrain  it,  O  brahman,  O  chief 


Digitized  by 


Google 


met.  xtut.]  THE  RAMAYl^N^.  4?8 

TTwitr  'J^^^:  ^IH^5\  "Jl^lfTO:  1 21 H 

^'t^  "51^$^  ^IS^Wftf  "^I^^  > 

•one ;  the  most  valiant  Vishwa-mttra  is  subdued  ty  thee ;  thy  power  is  irresis- 
tible ;  let  the  worlds  be  delivered  from  their  terror.  "  Thus  addressed,  the 
mighty  one,  the  great  ascetic,   assumed  a  placid  countenance. 

V*shwa-mitr^i,  being  conquered,  deeply  sighing,  exclaimed,  **  What  is 
the  wretched  power  of  a  Kshutn'yii ;  Bruhm^-energy  is  real  strength :  by  one 
Bruhm^-staff  are  all  my  weapons  destroyed.  Seeing  that  such  is  the  power  of 
the  brahman,  with  all  the  energies  of  body  and  mind  will  I  engage  in  a  course 
of  severe  austerities,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  brahmanhood/'      Saying  this 
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the  highly  enei^etic  one  threw  his  weapons  to  a  distance  from  him^  and^hav-^ 
iog  firmly  fixed  his  mind  on  brahmanhood,  he,  O  Rama,  steady  in  his  resolu^ 
tioni  went  to  engage  in  sacred  austerities- 

Thus  £ur  the  fcMty-third  Section,  containing  Shtttammda's  relation,  of  V^ 
^wa-mitri^'s  resolutioii* 
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SECTIOK    XEIV. 

The  descendant  of  K(?oshiktfi  with  anguish  of  heart,  rememBering  his  owir 
disgface,  and  repeatedly  sighing,  because  he  had  made  the  magnamimous  one- 
his  enemy,  went  with  his  queen  to  the  south  quarter,  and  living  on  fruits  and 
mots  engaged  in  a  course  of  severe  austerities^  Desirous  of  becoming  ai 
Bmhmeirshi^  the  chief,  viewing,  O  Rama,  the  sacred  austeritiesof  Vttshishtho; 
and  his  abstraction  of  mind,  as  greater  than  his  own,  through  envioufr 
emulation,  practised  the  severest  austerities*    Fixing  his  mind  thut^  "  T  wilT 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486  THE    RAMAYUKA.  £b©ox  «. 

^FfR:  ?PC«II^  cftl§ti^r  ^%I5lB.M  6  M 

become  a  brahman,"  he  took  up  his  abode  in  a  forest  devoted  to  sacred  mor- 
tification, and  there  had  four  sons  boin,  renowned  in  the  three  worlds,  Htt- 
visyunda,  Mt^hoosyunda,  Drirha-netr^,  and  Mtfha-rwthtf.  WThile he  governed 
the  kingdom,  he  had  begotten  ^ight  sons,  sovereign  princes,  heroes,  of  migh* 
ty  prowess.  The  wise  Kousk/br,  lumious  as  the  flame,  having  practised 
austerities  for  a  thousand  years,  shone  resplendant  by  hi«  glorious  and  sacred 
deeds. 

A  thousand  years  being  expired,  Bruhma,  the  sire  of  the  world,  in  gentle 
accents,  addressed  Vishwa-nutr^ ,  rich  in  sacred  mortification*  O  son  of  Koo^ 
shika,   by  thy  austerities  thou  hast  surpassed  the  world  of  royal  sages;    I 
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therefore  acknowledge  thee,  clothed  with  these  sacred  austerities,  to  be  a  royi^' 
sage.  Having  thus  spoken  the  most  illifltrious,  the  chief  of  the  three  worlds, 
returned  with  the  gods  to  the  heaven  of  Brwhma. 

Vishwa-mttra  having  heard  this,  hung  down  his  Head  with  shame,  and,  fiU 
led  with  grief  and  vexation,  thus  vented  his  sorrow  :  "After  having  performed 
such  great  austerities,  do  all  the  gods  and  the  sages  account  me  (only)  a  royal 
sage  ?  I  esteen^myself  as  having  obtained  nothing  by  my  austerities/'  Having 
again  firmly  fixed  his  mind,  the  great  devotee,  the  virtuous  and  sacred  sage,.0' 
Kakootsthtf,  again  engaged  in  austerities. 

During  this  time.  Trisht^nkt;^,  the  man  of  truth,  of  subdued  passions,  the  enlarger 
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in  of  the  race  of  Ashwdlkoo,  O  Raghttva,  thought  with  in  himself,  "  I  will 
perform  sacrifice  that  I  may  go  to  the  mansions  of  the  gods  in  my  embodied 
state/'  Having  called  Vttshishthtf ,  and  communicated  to  him  his  ideas,  he  was 
informed  by  Vushtshthu  that  it  was  impossible.  Discouraged  by  Vusbisbtha^ 
the  king  went  southwards,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  hi^  wish,  repaired 
to  the  place  where  the  sons  of  Vushishtha,  performing  long-protracted  devo* 
tions,  were  engaged  in  sacred  austerities.  Tnshvnk^,  the  illustrious^  beheld 
the  highly  resplendant  sons  of  Vsshishtlui,  in  number  a  hundred,  engaged  in 
sacred  mortification  with  devoted  mind ;  and  bowing  at  their  feet  even  to  the 
earth,  he,  respectfully  joining  his  hands,  addressed  the  great  devotees :  Having 
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enquired  concerning  their  undecaying  health  and  welfare,  the  illustrious  one 
particularly  addressed  the  sons  of  his  preceptor :    ^*  Discouraged  by  Vwshishtha 

I  with  dejected  countenance  betake  myself  to  you,  the  asylum  and  support 
of  the  miserable^    as  to  my  only  refuge.  Be  pleased  all  to  save  me  your 

distressed  suppliant*  Desiring  to  perform  a  great  sacri6ce,  I  am  discouraged 
bygmy  preceptor  the  great  Vashishth^.  Be  ye  pleased  to  command  this  sa- 
crifice. Bowing  my  head  and  appointing  you  all,  the  sons  of  my  preceptor, 
my  prie&tSy  O  ye  rich  in  sacred  austerities,  I  intreat  you,  engaged  in  mortifi- 
cation, to  perform  the  sacrifice  to  accomplish  my  wish,  that  I  by  sacrifice  may 
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ascend  to  heaven  in  my  embodied  state,  O  rich  in  sacred  austerities,  discou- 
raged by  Vushtshthtf,  I  behold  no  refuge  beside  the  sons  of  my  preceptor. 
Of  all  the  race  of  /kshwakoo  is  Vushtshtha  the  excellent  gooroo,  and  after  him 
are  all  you  my  venerable  instructors.  Forsaken  by  you  I  will  bow  to  the 
sons  of  my  preceptors,  and  appoint  another  spiritual  guide  according  to  my 
own  mind. 

Thus  far  the  forty-fourth  Section,   containing  the  supplication  of  Tnshu- 
vkoo. 
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SECTION   XLT. 

Having  heard  the  words  of  Trishunkoo,  O  Rartia,  the  hundred  sons  of  the 
sage,  filled  with  anger,  thus  answered  the  king :  '*  O  stupid  wretch,  prohibited 
by  thy  preceptor,  the  sacred  speaker  of  truth,  why  dost  thou  transgress  his 
word,  and  apply  to  us  ?  Why,  rejecting  the  root  dost  thou  betake  thyself  to 
the  branches ?  O  king,  thy  desire  to  serve  us  is  not  good;  he  is  the  priest, 
and  the  glory  of  all  the  ikshwako(?s ;  that  thou  art  therefore  about  to  trans- 
gress his  word,    is  not  for  thy  good.      Thou  art  unable  to  render  void  all  the 

words  of  that  speaker  of  truth.   What  the  divine  sage  V«shishth^  has  declared 
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impossible,  how  can  that  be  accomplished  by  us,  O  stupid  one,  thou  art  atj 
ignorant  person;  go  home  again.  He,  the  divine  one,  is  able  to  perform  thy 
sacrifice ;  but  we  are  not."  Having  heard  their  reply,  the  king  full  of  grief, 
his  speech  faultering  through  anger,  replied  to  the  sons  of  the  sage,  "  I  have 
been  discouraged  by  Vushi^htha,  and  afterwards  by  you»  I  will  take  ano* 
ther  way  to  perform  the  sacrifice :  be  this  knawn  to  you."^  The  sons  of  the 
sage  hearing  these  high  words,  enraged,  cursed  the  king  (saying),  "  Be  ihou 
a  Chundala  to-morrow/'  Having  thus  cursed  him  they  returned  to  their  own 
hermitages. 
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That  night,  O  Raxna,  being  past,  the  king  undergoing  an  immediate 
change,  appeared  in  the  morning  a  deformed  creature,  a  complete  Chundal<z, 
with  his  under  garment  blue,  and  his  upper  ones  filthy,  his  eyes  inflamed, 
and  of  the  colour  of  copper,  and  he  himself  of  a  frightful  monkey-brown  j  his 
royal  robes  being  changed  to  a  bear- skin,   and  his  ornaments  turned  to  iron. 

Seeing  him  in  the  condition  of  a  Chundal<i,  the  counsellors,  O  Ram<i,  ran  to 
their  own  abode,  followed  by  the  people  at  the  town.        The  king  retired 

alone,  fall  of  distress,  burning  day  and  night  with  anguish  of  mind,    the 
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effect  of  his  curse.        Soon,  however,  he  took  refuge  with  the  great  Vtshwa- 
mitra.  Beholding  the  monarch  rich  in  devotion,  and  contemned  by  Vu- 

sh/shthfl,  seeking  to  him  for  an  asylum,  in  the  form  of  a  Chwndaldf,  V/shwa- 
mura,  was  moved  with  compassion.  This  illustrious  and  eloquent  one,  mov- 
ed with  pity,  thus  addressed  the  king  of  terrific  aspect,  whose  auspicious  marks 
were  obliterated:  ''Why  art  thou  come  hither,  O  prince  of  mighty  power?  O 
hero  lord  of  [/yodhya,  thou  art  become  a  Chwndala  through  a  curse."  Hear- 
ing these  words,  the  king  become  a  Chundak,  with  hands  respectfully  joined, 
thus  replied  to  Veshwa-mUr^,  rich  in  sacred  austerities,  **  O  thou,  appearing 
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like  the  moon,  discouraged  by  my  preceptor,  and  his  sons,  aud  cursed  by 
them,  I  am  fallen  into  this  misery ;  while  my  earnest  wish  of  going  in  an  em- 
bodied  state  to  heaven,  through  the  merit  of  a  great  w^acrifice  is  not  obtain- 
ed. O  V^shwa-mnrtf,  an  untruth  was  never  yet  uttered  by  me ;  I  am  in  ad- 
versities, but  I  swear  to  thee  by  the  duties  of  a  KshMtr^ya  which  I  have  ever 
observed,  that  I  have  worshipped  the  gods  by  Various  kinds  of  sacrifice ;  my 
subjects  have  been  governed  with  justice,  and  all  those  whom  I  ought  to 
honour  have  been  pleased  by  my  devoted  attention  ;  yet  with  me  labouring 
with  the  greatest  assiduity,  were  not  my  preceptors  pleased,  O  chief  cf  sages, 
when  I  wished  to  performed  a  sacrifice,       I  regard  the  deeds  of  a  former  life 
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as  influential,  and  those  of  the  present  life  as  of  no  avail ;  by  the  deeds  of 
the  former  life  are  all  things  effectually  influenced.  By  the  merits  of  a  former 
life  is  supreme  happiness  secured.  O  divine  one,  be  propitious  to  me,  full 
of  distress,  to  me  taking  refuge  in  thy  power,  my  works  rendered  void  by  the 
demerits  of  a  former  life.*  Besides  thee,  I  desire  no  other  refuge ;  for  me 
there  is  no  other  asylum.  It  is  worthy  of  thee,  by  thine  energy,  to  avert 

this  destiny." 

Thus  far  the  foity -fifth  Section,  relating  the  suppUc2U:ion  of  Trishunko*. 
1  The  commentarii's  explain  the  word  Diyk  liere  as  referring  by  the  deeds  of  a  fonaer  life. 
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